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ECL, Paschim Bardhaman Administration Partner for Sustainable Mine Closure

DB Reporter

Paschim Bardhaman:
Eastern Coalfields Limited
(ECL), a subsidiary of Coal
India Limited, has reinforced
its commitment to sustain-
able mining and community
welfare through a collabora-
tive initiative with the District
Administration of Paschim
Bardhaman. A high-level
meeting was held on February
6, 2026, between Girish
Gopinathan Nair, Director

(Technical/Project &
Planning), ECL, and
Ponnambalam S., IAS,

District Magistrate, Paschim
Bardhaman, to discuss ECL’s
Mine Closure Plan with a
strong focus on community
development and livelihood

Mystery Travel Changes the Way We

—_—

generation.

The meeting emphasized
aligning mine closure activi-
ties with long-term socio-eco-
nomic development and the
repurposing of mined-out

land in accordance with the
Government of India’s sus-
tainable mining mandate. The
discussions highlighted envi-
ronmental restoration, cre-
ation of sustainable commu-

nity assets, and livelihood
opportunities to ensure that
post-mining landscapes con-
tribute positively to local
communities.

The District Magistrate
drew attention to the issue of
water scarcity in the district
and stressed the need for
effective and judicious utiliza-
tion of available water
resources within excavated
mining areas. He underlined
that such resources could be
leveraged for domestic use
and agricultural purposes to
enhance the overall well-
being of local residents.

The meeting was attended
by senior district officials,
including Nitu Shukla, IAS,
Additional District Magistrate

(Zilla Parishad), Aranya
Banerjee, Additional District
Magistrate (Land Reforms),
along with block-level rev-
enue officials. ECL was rep-
resented by senior execu-
tives such as P. S. De,
General Manager
(Coordination), Mrityunjay
Kumar, General Manager
(Environment), Robin
Thounaoja, General
Manager, Satgram-—Sripur
Area, Bhaskar Bhattacharya,
General Manager (Geology),
and representatives from
ECL’s CSR department.

In line with Mine Closure
Guidelines, the District
Magistrate constituted an
Advisory Committee to guide
and monitor the implemen-

tation of mine closure plans
and associated community
development initiatives. The
committee will play a crucial
role in participatory plan-
ning, ensuring transparency
and alignment with local
development priorities.
Addressing the gathering,
Girish Gopinathan Nair reit-
erated ECL’s commitment to
a collaborative approach
with district authorities. He
stated that ECL aims to
transform mine closure into
an opportunity for inclusive
growth, environmental stew-
ardship, and improved qual-
ity of life, reaffirming the
company’s dedication to
responsible mining and sus-
tainable social development.

High Gourt Grants Bail in 10.9 kg Charas Gase,

Travel, Where the Journey is a Surprise  Flag$ Long Gustody: Police Version under scrutiny

This is a trip where the destination remains a secret until the last moment

New Delhi,
Mystery travel is
increasingly popular

Agency:
becoming
among

Sagar Suraj

Motihari/Raxaul:
The Patna High Court has
granted bail to an accused

petitioner, Ankesh Kumar,
was named in the FIR and
had remained in judicial
custody since September
15, 2024, spending nearly

citing lack of independent
witnesses and recoveries
made from open places.
Though the court did not
make any direct observations
on police conduct, the

young people in the world of trav-
el. The craze for mystery travel is
growing worldwide, where the
destination is not a predeter-
mined map, but a surprise gift.
What exactly is this mystery trav-
el, and why are people so eager to
try their luck on unknown paths?
Mystery travel simply means a
trip where the destination
remains a secret until the last
moment. In this, the traveler tells
a travel agency their preferences,
such as whether they prefer
mountains or the sea, their budg-
et, and dates. After this, the
agency plans the trip, but the
name of the destination is kept
secret.

According to reports, to main-

tain the excitement of the journey,
agencies often provide hotel and
flight details only a few hours
before the start of the trip or
directly at the airport. To make
this suspense even more enjoy-
able, the traveler is sent some fun
clues. For example, you might be
told to pack warm clothes or not
to forget to carry an umbrella.
Travelers keep guessing based on
these small hints, but the real rev-
elation happens only at the begin-

in a narcotics case registered
at Raxaul police station,
noting the long period of
custody and observing that
the alleged recovery was not
made from the accused’s
conscious possession. Justice
Chandra Shekhar Jha passed

the order while hearing
Criminal Miscellaneous
No. 49536 of 2025 in

connection with Raxaul
P.S. Case No. 332 of 2024,
registered under Sections
8, 20(b)(ii)(C), 25 and
29 of the NDPS Act. As
per the prosecution, around
10.90 kg of charas was
recovered in the case. The

one year and five months
in jail. During the hearing,
the defence argued that the
alleged contraband was not
recovered from the physical
or conscious  possession
of the petitioner. It was
submitted that the recovery
was shown from an open
road, and the petitioner
was implicated on suspicion
after he was allegedly seen
running away. The defence
also pointed out that the
petitioner has no criminal
antecedents. The court was
further informed that at the
time of the alleged incident,
the petitioner was present

Technology can curb mobile addiction, but even

of loneliness

T T

at Shyam International
Hotel, Raxaul, along with
co-accused Shailendra
Kumar, who has already
been granted bail by a
coordinate bench of the
High Court. Seeking parity,
the petitioner also prayed
for bail. While opposing the
bail plea, the state argued
that the case involved a
commercial  quantity of
narcotics.  However, the
court took note that the
investigation had  been
completed and the charge

(¥ WY Y
had already been
filed, reducing the chances
of evidence tampering. The
court also considered the
slow progress of the trial.
Significantly, the order has
once again brought focus
on allegations often raised
in NDPS cases along the
Indo-Nepal border, where
accused persons frequently
claim false implication
and planting of narcotics.
Defence  lawyers  have
repeatedly questioned
police action in such cases,
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facts of the case raised
questions over the strength
of evidence presented.
Petioners advocate Vikas
Kr Pankaj told BNM that
modus operandi of the case
clearly indicates that his
clients have been implicated
in the case. Taking all
aspects into account, the
High Court directed the
release of the petitioner on
bail on furnishing a bond of
10,000 with two sureties,
subject to conditions that he
cooperates with the trial and
does not indulge in similar
offences.

Situation Report: Futures Disappearing

more important is to pull children out

New Delhi, Agency:
The suicide of three inno-
cent daughters in
Ghaziabad, angered by hav-
ing their mobile phones
taken away, has shaken the
entire NCR region to its
core. This is not just a trag-
ic incident, but a cry of
unheard questions that
children in every home are
grappling with today. In |
nuclear families and hectic
lives, parents have less and
less time, while children's
world is shrinking to mobile
phones and online games.

The result is detachment
from studies, irritability,
lack of sleep, and isolation
from social relationships.
Experts believe that this
dangerous addiction can be
prevented through timely
communication, emotional
connection, and balanced
use of technology. The
biggest solution to learning
from this tragedy is not to
take away mobile phones

from children, but to pull
them out of loneliness. This
addiction can also be con-
trolled through the proper
use of technology.
Through Google
Family Link available on
smartphones, children's
mobile time can Dbe
reduced using settings
like parental controls and
screen time. Such settings
are available on both
Android and iPhone plat-
forms. As soon as the set
time is complete, the

mobile phone locks auto-
matically and does not
unlock again without a
passcode. The child will
also not be able to down-
load anything on their
phone without your per-
mission. You will first
receive an approval mes-
sage. By enabling Safe
Search in Google Family
Link, the child will not be
able to open unauthorized
websites.

Go to Google Family
Link, which is the most

effective tool for children's
phones. Through this, par-
ents can set daily screen
time. The phone can be
locked as soon as the time is
up. Separate limits can be
set for games, YouTube,
and social media. It can also
be turned off at night with
bedtime mode. App-wise
time limits and bedtime can
also be set through the
Digital Wellbeing feature.
For iPhone Users

On iPhones, go to Apple
Family Sharing and set a
daily limit for the entire
phone using the Screen
Time feature. The phone
will lock once the time limit
is reached. Separate restric-
tions can be set for apps and
games. Cyber ??expert
Satyam Rastogi explained
that for security reasons,
most smartphones do not
have an auto power-off fea-
ture, but locking the phone
is a practically equally effec-
tive solution.

in Delhi... 1491 Children Still Missing,
Teenagers Account for Over 80 Percent

New Delhi, Agency: Of the
5915 children (aged o to 18 years)
who went missing in the national
capital in 2025, the police have
been able to trace only about 75
percent, while 1491 are still miss-
ing. Teenagers aged 12 to 18 years
account for approximately 85.90
percent of these missing children.
A year earlier, in 2024, this per-
centage was around 81 percent.

According to Delhi Police data,
4424 children were traced in
Delhi in 2025, including 3830
teenagers (12 to 18 years old). A
total of 466 children aged 8 to 12
years and 368 children aged o to 8
years went missing, meaning 834
children in the 0-12 age group
were missing, of whom 594 were
found by the police. 40 percent of
these children are still missing. In
2024, a total of 5846 children
went missing. Of these, 4712, or
80.60 percent, were found. 1134
children who went missing in
2024 are still missing.

In 2024, 5044 children aged 12
to 18 years went missing. Of these,
80.19 percent, or 4045, were
found. In 2024, 488 children aged
8 to 12 years and 314 children aged
0 to 8 years went missing. Of
these, 87.09 percent (425) and
77.07 percent respectively were
found. Looking at the period from
2021 to 2025, the highest number
of children went missing in 2023,
with 6284 cases. However, 85.85
percent of these cases were traced.

Highest percentage of
tracing: The highest percentage
of children traced was in the year
2022. In this year, 89.83 percent
of the total missing children were
found. A total of 6118 children
went missing in 2022. In 2021,
5376 out of 5772 missing chil-
dren were traced. The Delhi
Police issued a statement on
Thursday saying that there is no
reason for any panic or fear
regarding missing persons, espe-
cially children, in Delhi.

Indian Air Force to Increase Strength, Major Deal for 114 Rafale Aircraft in the Making

New Delhi, Agency:
Following a  significant
increase in the Indian defense
budget, a major step is now
underway to make the coun-
try's air borders impregnable.
The Defense Ministry is set to
consider a massive proposal
worth approximately ?3.25
lakh crore to induct 114 new
Rafale fighter jets into the
IAF's fleet. This development
comes at a time when the
need to further modernize the
Air Force's firepower is being
felt in light of border chal-
lenges with neighboring
countries and regional securi-
ty dynamics.

Discussions on this mega
deal are expected to take place
just before French President
Emmanuel Macron's visit to
India in the third week of
February. President Macron

will be in New Delhi on
February 18th to attend an
international AI summit.
According to defense sources,
the Air Force's proposal
received the initial green light
from the Defense
Procurement Board last
month and is expected to be
reviewed in detail at a high-
level meeting of the ministry
next week. This project is con-
sidered crucial to meet the Air
Force's operational needs in
the current security land-
scape.

Currently, the Indian Air
Force has approximately 30
fighter aircraft squadrons, far
short of the approved
strength of 42. The growing
military engagement between
China and Pakistan and the
changing strategic situation
have made addressing this

shortfall imperative. The pro-
posed 114 Rafale aircraft
belong to the 4.5-generation-
plus multirole fighter aircraft
category, which will signifi-

cantly enhance the Air Force's
long-term capabilities. A key
feature of this deal is that
approximately 80 percent of
these aircraft, purchased

under the Make in India ini-
tiative, are planned to be
manufactured in India. Under
this project, the Air Force will
receive 88 single-seater and
26 twin-seater aircraft, which
will be manufactured domes-
tically in collaboration with
Dassault and Indian private
sector companies. If this deal
is successful, the Indian Air
Force will have a total fleet of
150 Rafale aircraft, while the
Navy already has 26 of the
aircraft in the maritime ver-
sion.

The foundation for this
major defense procurement
was laid in the recently pre-
sented Union Budget. Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
allocated a record ?7.85 lakh
crore for the defense sector, a
15 percent increase over the
previous year. This represents

approximately 14.68 percent
of the total budget. According
to data, the defense budget
has seen a steady increase
over the past five years. In
2021-22, it was ?4.84 lakh
crore, and now it has risen to
?7.85 lakh crore. This is the
first time the defense budget
has received a massive
increase of ?1.03 lakh crore
at one go. However, this
increase still represents
approximately 2 percent of
India's GDP, which is consid-
ered balanced by global mili-
tary standards and the
defense spending of compet-
ing countries. This invest-
ment will not only accelerate
the modernization of the Air
Force but will also prove to
be a milestone in making
India self-reliant in defense
production.




