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Metals@Green.in 2026 Drives India’s
Sustainable Metallurgy ngemla

DB Reporter
Kolkata: The Indian Institute
of Metals (IIM), Kolkata
Chapter, marked its Diamond
Jubilee Year by hosting the
Metals@Green.in Conference
2026, bringing together
industry leaders, academics,
and government experts to
accelerate sustainability in
India’s metallurgical and
materials sectors.

Held at Pride Plaza Hotel,
Kolkata, the conference
focused on critical priorities
including carbon reduction,
clean technologies, circular
economy, waste valorisation,
energy efficiency, and sus-
tainable water management.
The inaugural session fea-
tured eminent dignitaries
such as Shri Chaitanya
Bhanu, VP Operations, Tata
Steel and conference chair-

Investigate Rs 10,000-cr paddy pur-
chase'scam’:Centre to Punjab

man; Shri Rajiv Mangal, VP

Safety, Health &
Sustainability, Tata Steel; Dr
Tanmay Bhattacharyya,
Chairman, IIM Kolkata

Chapter; Brig Arun Ganguly
(Retd), Secretary General,
IIM; Prof. Shiv Brat Singh,
IIT Kharagpur; Shri Umesh
Singh, Executive Director

(Mining), Hindustan Copper
Ltd.; and Mr Surajit K Datta.
They emphasized innovation-
driven green transformation
in the sector.

Eighteen expert talks were
delivered across four techni-
cal sessions, featuring partic-
ipants from Tata Steel, JSW
Steel, JSL, Hindalco, AM/NS

] Umver51ty,

India, IIT Kharagpur, NIT
Rourkela BIS, Penn State
and Jadavpur
University. Presentations
addressed themes such as
green ironmaking, clean coal

. technologies, digitalization,

critical minerals, circular
materials, e waste recovery,
and water neutrality.

A high-level panel discussion
on “Collaborative Pathways
to a Green India” highlighted
the need for strong indus-
try—academia partnerships
and robust policies to
advance sustainable iron-
making and scrap-based
steelmaking technologies.
The conference concluded
with a valedictory session
reaffirming the sector’s com-
mitment to a greener and
resilient future for Indian
metallurgy.

NEW DELHI, Agency: The
Centre has asked the Punjab
Government to probe the alleged
paddy purchase scam during the
2025-26 season.

It is alleged that bogus pur-
chase of paddy worth Rs 6,000
crore to Rs 10,000 crore has taken
place in Punjab mandis this year.
The allegations have been levelled
by a Sangrur-based commission
agent-cum-rice mill owner. It is
alleged that the commission
agents in mandis issued fake J
Forms in the name of farmers,
who received payments in their
accounts. The money was then
shared between farmers, commis-
sion agents, rice millers and offi-
cials of procurement agencies.

Later, cheaper paddy is alleged
to have been purchased from out-
side the state at Rs 600 per quin-
tal below the MSP and passed on
as paddy purchased in the state at
higher MSP. Following the direc-
tions issued to the Punjab Chief
Secretary by the Department of

Union Ministry of
Finance, the state government's

Revenue,

Department of Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer Affairs
has asked all district food and
supply controllers (DFSCs) to
convene a meeting of their respec-
tive allotment committees, probe
the matter and submit their
reports by February 13. A copy of
these directions, issued by the
department on January 29, is in
the possession of The Tribune.
The DFSCs of all districts, in turn,
have convened meetings of the
allotment committees, beginning
Monday.

NEW DELHI, Agency:
In a move aimed at regulat-
ing repeated attempts at
Civil Services Examination
(CSE) by candidates selected
for IAS, Indian Foreign
Service (IFS) or IPS, the
updated rules for the elite
recruitment exam bar candi-
dates already appointed to
IAS or IFS, from appearing
in CSE 2026.

Even if such an appoint-
ment happens after 'prelims’
2026, the candidate will not
be allowed to write the
'mains' exam or be consid-
ered for service from CSE-
2026, as per the CSE 2026
rules notified on Wednesday.

A candidate already
appointed to IPS from an
earlier CSE can apply for and
appear in CSE-2026, but
cannot relist IPS as his serv-
ice preference. If a candidate
is allocated IPS or any
Group 'A' central service
through CSE-2026, they
will be allowed one

‘| IFS/IAS appointees can'treappear for 2026 Civil
Services exam; IPS can'tchoose IPS again

improvement attempt in
CSE-2027 by using a one-
time training exemption. If
a candidate selected
through CSE-2026 neither
joins training nor avails of
exemption, his 2026 service
allocation shall stand can-
celled. Where a candidate
selected through CSE-2026
reappears in CSE 2027 and
obtains a better service, he
must choose between 2026
and 2027 batch. If the can-
didate does not get any
service in 2027 exam, he
will be allowed to go back
and join the service allocat-
ed based on CSE 2026. If
the candidate does not join
training of the finally cho-
sen service (2026 or 2027),
both the allocations shall
get cancelled.

After  availing one
improvement attempt
(CSE-2027), the candidate
cannot appear in CSE-2028
onwards unless he/she
resigns from service.

EGLSigns Second Escrow Pactto

DB Reporter
Sanctoria: Eastern Coalfields Limited
(ECL) has further strengthened its Mine
Developer and Operator (MDO) revenue
framework by signing a tripartite Escrow I
Account Agreement for the Chinakuri
Underground (UG) Mine. The agree-
ment was executed with Innovative
Mining Projects Pvt. Ltd. (IMPPL) and
the State Bank of India (SBI).
The signing, held at ECL Headquarters
in Sanctoria, marks the second escrow-
based financial arrangement implement-
ed by ECL for an MDO project. The move
reflects the company’s continued
emphasis on robust financial governance
and expansion of structured mining
operations under the MDO model.
Under the escrow mechanism, proceeds
from coal sales through e-auctions will
be routed via a dedicated escrow
account. This structured approach is
aimed at mitigating counterparty risks,
ensuring timely financial remittances,
enhancing transparency, and enabling

uninterrupted

pline.
The agreement

IMPPL was

through improved cash-flow disci-

of ECL by Shri Shyam Sunder, General
Manager (Finance) In-Charge, and
Shri Santanu Chakraborty, Head of
Department (Fund) and Technical
Secretary to the Director (Finance).
represented by

mining operations

Directors, Shri Navin Tulsyan and Shri
Alok Kumar Agarwal. SBI was repre-

sented by Shri Subhra Sarkar, Chief

was signed on behalf

its

Manager, SBI Asansol.

ECL officials said the initiative under-
scores the company’s focus on adopt-
ing strong financial systems to support
large-scale mining projects,
accountability,
India’s long-term energy security.

improve
and contribute to

2 Class Kll girls seek helpto stop
forced marriagesin naiasthan's Bundi

PannuYadav aiter arrest in1995 case

NEW DELHI,
Agency: Following his
arrest by Patna Police in
connection with a 1995
case, Purnea MP Pappu
Yadav said he was unsure
about what lay ahead or
where he was being taken.
The arrest came after high
drama at his Patna resi-
dence, where police arrived
to take him into custody.

Speaking to reporters,
Yadav said he was unwell
and expressed fears over his
safety. "I am not well... I
don't know what will hap-
pen with me," he said.

Ahead of the arrest,
Yadav told ANI that he
feared the police might
harm him and insisted that
he wanted to be taken
directly to court instead of a
police station. He said the
court had summoned him

NEW DELHI, Agency:
India on Frlday strongly
rejected Pakistan's allegations
linking New Delhi to the sui-
cide bomb attack at a Shia
mosque in Islamabad. MEA
called the claims "baseless
and pointless” accusing
Pakistan of choosing "to
delude itself" by blaming oth-
ers for its internal problems.

At least 31 people were
killed and more than 169
injured after a suicide bomber
blew himself up during Friday
prayers at the Khadijatul
Kubra mosque-cum-imam-
bargah in the Tarlai area of
Pakistan's federal capital,
police sources told news
agency PTI.

Responding to accusations
made by Pakistani leaders,

the next day and suggested
that house arrest could have
been considered. He also
questioned the police for
arriving in civil clothes, say-
ing he initially thought they
had come to kill him.
Referring to the case, he
noted that it was registered

R S

nearly 35 years ago and
questioned the need for his
arrest at this stage. "I have
doubt that these people
might have killed me. T will
go straight to the Court. I
will not go to the police sta-
tion. If they want, they can
house arrest me. The Court

has called me. Pohce
reached here in civil uni-
form like criminals. I
thought they had come to
kill me. Is this a criminal's
house? There was a case
registered around 35 years
ago, and the police came to
arrest me in connection

with that case,” Pappu
Yadav said. Later, the
Independent MP was

admitted to IGIMS hospital
following health concerns.
Patna SP City Bhanu
Pratap Singh said the case
was registered under the
old Indian Penal Code,
which has since been
replaced by the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). He
said the case involves
Sections 419, 420, 468,
448, 506 and 120B and is
linked to the Gardanibagh
police station.

NEW DELHI, Agency: Two
girls, studying in Class 12, have
reached out to authorities in
Rajasthan's Bundi district to stop
their marriages, scheduled for
February 10, officials said on
Saturday. A 17-year-old girl
approached the office of Talera
Deputy Superintendent of Police
(DSP) Rajesh Tailer on Friday,
seeking assistance to stop her pro-
posed marriage.In response,
Tailer initiated the process of
issuing a prohibitory order. The
girl's parents and family members
were summoned to the office,
where they were informed about
the legal provisions related to
child marriage and its conse-
quences. Bundi Child Welfare
Committee (CWC) chairperson
Seema Poddar said a prohibitory
order will be issued, preventing
the girl's parents from conducting
her marriage until she turns 18.
The girl has been sent to a govern-
ment shelter home for her safety.

travelled to and

from
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Ina 51m11ar case, a 16-year-old
girl approached the CWC on
Monday to halt her proposed
marriage, also scheduled for
February 10. The girl, studying in
Class 12 through open schooling,
was to be married to a 20-year-
old man from Bhilwara district.
Upon learning that their daugh-
ter had informed the authorities,
the girl's parents attempted to
advance the marriage to February
9 and also tried to relocate her.
However, with swift action from
the CWC, in coordination with
Childline and the police, the girl
was traced and taken into protec-
tive custody.

India condoles the loss of life

to Afghamstan

= .

ministry of external affairs
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said India unequivo-
cally rejected any suggestion

of its involvement.

"The bombing at an
Islamabad mosque earlier
today is condemnable and

it has caused," Jaiswal said.

"It is unfortunate that,
instead of seriously address-
ing the problems plaguing its
social fabric, Pakistan should
choose to delude itself by
blaming others for its home-
grown ills. India rejects any
and every such allegation,
which is as baseless as it is
pointless," he added in a
statement posted on X.

The remarks came after
Pakistan's defence minister
Khawaja Asif claimed that
India and Afghanistan were
involved in the attack, with-
out presenting any evidence.

In a social media post, Asif
said, "It has been proved the
terrorist involved in the attack

Afghanistan. The collusion

between India and
Afghanistan is being
revealed."

Asif said security guards at
the Imambargah confronted
the attacker, who opened fire
before blowing himself up.

"He then blew himself up,
standing in the last row of
worshippers," he claimed,
adding that the state would
respond to this "cruelty with
full force".

Pakistan's minister of state
for interior Tallal Chaudhry
later told the media that while
the attacker was not an
Afghan national, forensic
analysis had established how
many times he had travelled

"They (terrorists) are not
carrying out attacks for reli-
gion, but for dollars ...
Whether they belong to the
BLA, TTP or any other group,
they are paid in dollars,"
Chaudhry said, referring to
the Balochistan Liberation
Army and Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan.

He added further that
Islamabad had repeatedly
urged Afghanistan "not to
provide space to terrorists
and not to become India's
proxy".

Pakistan President Asif Ali
Zardari strongly condemned
the blast, saying, "Targeting
innocent civilians is a crime
against humanity."



