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MOTIHARI: Education in East
Champaran is morphing from a
public right into a lucrative business,
as crumbling government schools
drive desperate parents into the arms
of exploitative private institutions.
Government schools here grapple
with  dilapidated infrastructure,
chronic teacher shortages, and
leaving families no
Private schools have
mushroomed, capitalizing on this
vacuum with impunity despite
official orders and inspections in
east champaran. District Magistrate
of East Champaran Saurabh Jorwal
tightened the noose of private
school’s operators leaving them in
tizzy. Arbitrary annual fee hikes top
the grievances. Schools slap on extras

eroded trust,
real choice.

like development charges, activity

fees, smart class fees, and re-
admission costs, creating a payment
labyrinth.

Late payers face coercion:
Children barred from class or results
withheld. Books and uniforms
pile on the pain. Parents must buy
overpriced versions only from
school-vetted  shops. Frequent

edition changes scrap old books,
while logo-branded uniforms, belts,
shoes, and accessories drain middle-
and low-income wallets. Admission,
registration, and even transfer
certificates now generate revenue,
with no government fee benchmarks.
Post-pandemic, dubious charges for
apps and digital IDs linger without
transparency. The toll extends
beyond finances. Questioning parents
endure student humiliation, scolding,

Private Schools Exploit Weak Govt
system with Skyrocketing Fees

PRIVATE SCHOOL

or threats of name deletion, fostering
a culture of fear. Many schools flout
the Right to Education Act’s 25% free
seats for disadvantaged kids. Courts
have ruled against profiteering and
capitation fees, though governments
can’'t cap rates directly. New
regulations aim for oversight, but
delayed rollout hampers them. Recent
DMs directives signal action, yet
enforcement falters. Sub-Divisional
officers(SDOs ) visited earmarked
schools with strong warnings to stop
extortion from parents on varied
pretext.

Parents plead for reform:
“Strengthen public schools, and this
exploitation ends,” says one father.
Until government education rebuilds
from infrastructure to accountability
private dominance will squeeze
families harder.

I-T Dept releases draft rules
forms for new income tax Act

New Delhi,
Agency: The Tax
Department on

Saturday released draft
rules and forms under
the new Income Tax |-
Act, 2025, which pro-
poses to simplify the
provisions and reduce
compliance burden for
ease of understanding
and make it taxpayer-
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friendly.

A new and simplified
Income Tax Act, 2025, which
will replace the over six-decade-
old Income Tax Act of 1961, will
come into effect from April 1.

The Income Tax
Department has sought com-
ments from stakeholders on the
draft Income-tax Rules, 2026,
and forms by February 22.
Thereafter, the rules and forms
under the new Act will be noti-
fied.

The Income-tax Rules, 1962
contains 511 rules and 399
forms. As a result of the changes

proposed in the new rules and
forms, including the removal of
redundancy and consolidation
of rules wherever possible, the
draft Income-tax Rules, 2026
contains 333 rules and 190
forms, the I-T department said
while inviting stakeholder
comments. With regard to the
new I-T forms, it said that they
have been simplified to a large
extent. Standardisation of
common information has been
done with a view to reducing
the compliance burden of the
taxpayers.

Shia Muslims protest in Kashmir over "Decisive boost to Make in India': UP CM Yogi

deadly blast at Islamabad mosque

-_—

JAMMU, Agency:

Hundreds of Shia
Muslims on Saturday '
staged ~ spontaneous -

protests in various parts
of Kashmir to condemn
a suicide bombing at the
Khadija Tul Kubra
Mosque in Islamabad
that killed at least 31
people and wounded
more than 169 others.
The attack took place
during Friday prayers in

1 '\ ¢

Pakistan's capital city. The attack on with the victims in Pakistan.

a Shia place of worship triggered
strong reactions in Kashmir, with
demonstrations reported in Srinagar,
Baramulla, and Bandipora on Friday

and Saturday.

In Magam town of -central
Kashmir, women protesters raised
slogans against the Pakistani govt
and denounced the targeting of Shia
Muslims. Some demonstrators raised
slogans in support of Syed Hassan
Nasrallah, Palestine, and Hezbollah.
The protests remained peaceful, with
participants expressing solidarity

India, US discuss ways to boost collaboration in eritical, emerging defence tech

are being killed."

(Pattan) raised slogans

pro-India slogans.

anti-Pakistan govt slogans.

NEW DELHI, Agency: India and
the US have discussed ways to strengthen
collaboration in "critical and emerging
defence technologies" to meet the evolv-
ing requirements at a key meeting hosted

here, officials said.

Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) hosted the 24th
Indo-US Joint Technical Group Plenary
Meeting in New Delhi on Feb 3 and 4, they
said. As per the statement, the plenary
was conducted in line with the vision and
policy guidance of the framework for
India-US major defence partnership
signed by defence minister Rajnath Singh
and the US secretary of war Pete Hegseth
in Oct 2025. The delegations also
reviewed the ongoing cooperation in
defence science and technology, discussed
associated challenges, and examined pro-
posals to further strengthen collaboration
in critical and emerging defence technolo-
gies to meet the evolving requirements.

The statement further noted that the
discussions also focused on enhancing the
of university-affiliated
research centres, defence laboratories and
industries in cooperative research and
development initiatives. Additionally, the

participation

"We stand with the victims and we
are against the Pakistani govt," one
woman protester said, adding, "We
want to ask the Pakistan govt why we

All J&K Shia Association Chinabal
against
Pakistan on Friday evening and
demanded immediate action against
those responsible. They also raised
In the Sumbal
area of Ganderbal district, protesters
carrying the Indian tricolor raised

meeting explored potential collaboration
between DRDO, and the defence innova-
tion unit under the innovation bridge
framework and concluded with the sign-
ing of a project agreement. The meeting
was co-chaired by director general (pro-

India.

global
Indian products.

first" agreement.
"A landmark

_ Adityanath o

5 LUCKNOW, Agency:
Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Yogi Adityanath on Saturday
lauded the interim framework
for the US-India trade agree-
ment, stating that this delivers
a decisive boost to Make in

He thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, hailing his
"decisive and dynamic leader-
ship" for securing an "India-

step
strengthening the India-US
economic partnership. This
interim trade framework deliv-
ers a decisive boost to Make In
India, expanding global mar-
ket access for Indian products
while safeguarding farmers,

duction coordination and services interac-
tion), DRDO, Chandrika Kaushik, and
assistant secretary of war for critical tech-
nologies, office of the under secretary of
war for research and engineering, Michael
Francis Dodd, the defence ministry said.

Calling the announcement
of the framework "a landmark
step", Yogi Adityanath empha-
sised that this will expand
market access

for ” s

Modi
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Agency:
triple talaq isn't some
abstract religious cus-
tom - it's a brutal
power play that shat-
ters lives in seconds.
A  husband utters
three words, and a
woman

future.

food security, and rural liveli-
hoods," Yogi Adityanath said
in a post on X. "We are thank-
ful to our Hon PM Narendra
for his decisive and
dynamic leadership in secur-
ing a balanced, reciprocal, and
India-first agreement that
empowers MSMEs, energises
exports, strengthens supply
chains, and creates new oppor-
tunities for youth," he added.

Us
announced a framework for an

When three words can shatter a life: How
triple talaq robs women of their 'haq

[ ]
loses her H
home, income, and
'}
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Delhi, | "
Instant |

"Some marriages
are 6 months old, but some are also
10 years old. It all ended in a
moment,"
national president of Muslim Mahila
Foundation. "In one instance, a hus-
band living in Saudi Arabia divorced
his wife through an email message.
The woman was uneducated and
helpless - she had no means of seek-
ing justice."

When a marriage ends impulsive-
ly, women bear the full blow. Joint
accounts freeze, bills mount, and
"adjusting" becomes code for suffer-
ing silently to avoid scandal.

says Nazreen Ansari,

Interim Agreement regarding
reciprocal and mutually bene-
ficial trade. The joint state-
ment said that the framework
reaffirms the countries' com-
broader
Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) negotiations, launched
by President Donald Trump
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on February 13, 2025,
which will include additional
market access commitments
and support more resilient

ents,
Priyanka Sharma,
Shanti Sahyog, shares: "Who bears
the blow of impulsive actions? The
woman does. The man can break
away, but her family may refuse to
remarry her." The real question isn't
"What does the law say?"-it's "Where
will she go?" and "Who will pay?"
This isn't courtroom theater; it's a
doorstep disaster.Picture a ration list
slashed, a landlord pounding for rent,
school fees piling up unpaid, and a
phone buzzing with sympathy laced
with judgment.

n India-US trade deal framework

Y

supply chains.

As per the joint statement,
the US will apply a reciprocal
tariff rate of 18 per cent on
Indian-originating goods,
including textiles and apparel,
leather and footwear, plastic
and rubber, organic chemicals,
home decor, artisanal prod-
ucts, and certain machinery.
The United States will also
remove tariffs on certain air-
craft and aircraft parts from
India, which were imposed to
address national security
threats, the joint statement
said. According to the state-
ment, India will eliminate or
reduce tariffs on all US indus-
trial goods and a wide range of
food and agricultural prod-
ucts, including dried distillers'
grains (DDGs), red sorghum
for animal feed, tree nuts,
fresh and processed fruit, soy-
bean oil, wine and spirits, and
additional products.

|

Even with adult children or par-
support often evaporates.
counselor at

International oil cargo smuggling racket busted in mid-sea operation: Indian Coast Guard

New Delhi, Agency: The
Indian Coast Guard on Saturday
said it has busted an internation-
al oil smuggling racket by appre-
hending a set of vessels linked to
it, about 100 nautical miles west
of the coast of Mumbai, as part of
a mid-sea operation.

The vessels involved had
devised a method to smuggle
large volumes of cheap oil and
oil-based cargo from the "con-
flict-ridden countries and profit
by mid-sea transfer to motor
tankers in international waters",
the Indian Coast Guard (ICG)
said. The "daring mid-sea opera-
tion", initiated through digital
surveillance and  enforced
through the ever-expanding
maritime presence of the Indian
Coast Guard, once again estab-

lishes India as a "net provider of
maritime safety and enforcer of
the international rules-based
order", the ICG said in a state-
ment.

"Three vessels were inter-
cepted by ICG ships, about 100

nautical miles west of Mumbai,
on February 5, and through sus-
tained rummaging, corrobora-
tion of electronic data onboard
the suspect vessels and verifica-
tion of documents and interroga-
tion of crew, the ICG's specialist

boarding team established the
chain of incidents and the modus
operandi of the criminals," the
Coast Guard said.

The vessels were found to fre-
quently change identity to evade
law enforcement actions by
coastal states. The vessel owners
are based in other countries,
according to initial investiga-
tions, the maritime force said.

The syndicate consist of a
network of handlers operating
from various countries, coordi-
nating the sale and transfer
between seagoing vessels, it said.

Sharing the sequence of
events, the ICG said its "tech-
inclusive systems" detected a
motor tanker conducting "suspi-
cious activity" in the Indian
Exclusive Economic Zones,

prompting a digital investigation
into the actions of the vessel.

"The ICG undertook data pat-
tern analysis of other vessels
closing in on the vessel, and
identified two other vessels as
possible suspects, involved in
illicit transfer of oil-based cargo
at sea, evading significant duties
owed to the coastal states,
including India," the statement
said. "On February 5, ICG spe-
cialist teams boarded the vessels
and confirmed the accuracy of
the digital evidence, leading to
the apprehension of the vessels,"
it said.

The vessels are likely to be
escorted to Mumbai for further
investigation and handed over to
the Indian Customs and law
enforcement agencies for action,

the ICG said.

The Ministry of Defence, later
in a post on X, said "three vessels
involved in illicit mid-sea trans-
fer of oil" were intercepted off
the west coast near Mumbai. It
also shared some photos.

"Indian Coast Guard success-
fully busted an international oil
smuggling racket through a coor-
dinated sea-air operation.
Leveraging tech-enabled surveil-
lance and maritime dominance,
three vessels involved in illicit
mid-sea transfer of oil were
intercepted off the west coast
near Mumbai," it said."The oper-
ation reaffirms India's resolve to
safeguard maritime interests and
uphold the rules-based order at
sea. @IndiaCoastGuard
#MaritimeSecurity," it said.



