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'Don't think ex-Army chief will lie': Rahul Gandhi
reacts to publisher's statement on Gen Naravane's book

New Delhi, Agency:
Leader of opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
reacted to the FIR filed by Delhi
Police over the alleged circula-
tion of former Army chief
General Manoj Mukund
Naravane's "unpublished mem-
oir" and to the clarification
issued by its publisher, Penguin
Random House India.

Speaking to reporters, Rahul
questioned Penguin's claim that
the book had not been published
and suggested there were con-
tradictions between the publish-
er's stand and statements made
earlier by General Naravane.

"Here is a tweet from Mr
Naravane which says - 'Just fol-
low the link to my book',"
Gandhi said.

"The point I am making is -
either Mr Naravane is lying or it
is Penguin which is lying. I don't

y
i
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book which are inconvenient for
the government of India and the
Prime Minister of India.
Obviously, you have to decide if
Penguin or the former Army
chief is telling the truth,”
Gandhi said. His remarks came
a day after Penguin Random
House India (PRHI) issued a
statement asserting that it holds

exclusive publishing rights to
the memoir Four Stars of
Destiny and that the book has
not yet been officially released.

think the former Army chief will
lie," he added.

Gandhi argued that despite
Penguin's assertion that the
memoir had not been released,
it appeared to have been pub-
licly promoted in the past.

"Penguin says the book has
not been published. But the
book is available on Amazon.
Gen. Naravane has tweeted,

'Please buy my book in 2023." I
believe Naravane ji over
Penguin. Do you believe
Penguin over Naravane ji?" he
asked.

The Congress leader alleged
that the contents of the memoir
might be the reason behind the
current row.

"I believe Naravane ji has
made certain statements in his

"Penguin Random House India
would like to clarify that we hold
the sole publishing rights for the
book 'Four Stars of Destiny', a
memoir by General Manoj
Mukund Naravane, former Chief
of the Indian Army. We wish to
make it clear that the book has
not gone into publication," the
publisher said.

EC allegations on SIR: SC asks
Bengal DGP to file afﬁdav1t

New Delhi,
Agency: Supreme
Court on Monday asked
the West Bengal police
chief to file a personal
affidavit responding to
Election Commission's
allegation that govern-
ing party TMC func-
tionaries were making ,ﬂ‘_
systematic, deliberate
and concerted attempts
to "derail, paralyse and
frustrate” the special
intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls.

Though state counsel
Menaka Guruswamy strongly
refuted the charges, its seri-
ousness was not lost on a
bench of Chief Justice Surya
Kant, Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and N V Anjaria, which
also asked Manoj Pant, the for-
mer chief secretary-turned
principal secretary to CM
Mamata Banerjee, to verify
whether prompt action was
taken based on EC's complaint
against those state govt offi-
cials deputed for SIR work.

"We hope the state remem-
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bers the laws of the land," the
bench said, hinting at the pri-
macy of EC during the conduct
of elections. Referring to its
Jan 19 order directing the
DGP, superintendents of
police and collectors to main-
tain law and order at all cost,
the bench said, "We, therefore,
direct the DGP to file a person-
al affidavit in response to EC's
affidavit. We will take a final
call with respect to the power
of EC in this regard. Before
doing so, we are giving the
DGP an opportunity to file an
explanation."

Russia accounts for over 50% plaints Vedanta Targets 50% Women Hiring in

by Indian students abroad: MEA

HYDERABAD, Agency:
: At a time when a knife attack
that left four Indian students
injured in Russia has put the
spotlight on the challenges
faced by them in the country,
latest external affairs ministry
data shows that over 50% of all
complaints of exploitation and
racial discrimination reported
by Indian students globally
originate from Russia, with

Moscow emerging as the biggest

hotspot.

As per the data, Indian students
across 196 countries registered
around 350 complaints of exploita-
tion, harassment and racial discrim-
ination in 2025. Of these, more than

200 came from Russia alone.

JWhat has raised serious concern
is the steep rise in such cases over
the past three years - from 68 com-
plaints in 2023 to 78 in 2024, before
surging to 201 in 2025. The majori-
ty of Indian medical students in
Russia belong to states such as
Andhra

Rajasthan, Gujarat,

Won't let SIR be stalled or genulne voters left out: Supreme Court 011 Strate

New Delhi, Agency:
Supreme Court said Monday
it would under no circum-
stance allow stalling of special
intensive revision (SIR) of
voter rolls in 12 states but
said it was open to sugges-
tions to ensure genuine voters
are not left out, reports
Dhananjay Mahapatra.

The CJI-led bench extend-
ed by a week the Feb 7 dead-
line for submission of docu-
ments by voters issued notice
by EC, including 1.36 crore
voters categorised under 'log-
ical discrepancy'. It also
sought a personal affidavit
from the Bengal DGP on EC's
charge of TMC functionaries
making attempts to derail
SIR. "We hope the state
remembers the laws of the
land," it said.

The bench of CJI Surya
Kant, Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and N V Anjaria,
which had heard West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee pas-

DB Reporter

aligns with the United

New Delhi:On the occa-

Nations’ International Day of
Women and Girls in Science

Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu. While Russia remains
one of the most popular destina-
tions for Indian students, particu-
larly those pursuing medical educa-
tion, due to relatively lower tuition
fees and easier admission processes,
the sharp increase in complaints has
triggered serious safety concerns.

Students in Russia whom Media
spoke to said they are routinely dis-
criminated against by students from
other countries, with some even
alleging mental harassment by uni-
versities themselves, including
threats of expulsion over minor
issues or violations.

sion of the International Day
of Women and Girls in
Science (February 11),
Vedanta Limited announced
a significant milestone in
advancing gender diversity
across its science and tech-
nology workforce. Women
now account for more than
35% of the company’s fresher
recruitment in STEM roles,
while overall participation,
including leadership and
management positions, has
reached 45%. Building on this
momentum, Vedanta has set
an ambitious target of achiev-
ing 50% women representa-
tion in STEM hiring going
forward.

The announcement marks
a major step toward gender
equality in traditionally male-
dominated sectors such as
metals, mining, manufactur-
ing, and energy. The initiative

2026 theme, which focuses
on accelerating gender equal-
ity in science and innovation.
Despite women constitut-
ing nearly 40—45% of STEM
graduates in India, their
share in the global STEM
workforce remains below
30%. Vedanta’s efforts aim to
bridge this gap by creating
inclusive opportunities and
enabling women to build
long-term careers in technical
and leadership roles.
Expanding Women’s
Roles in Mining and Metals
Over the past few years,
Vedanta has introduced sev-
eral pioneering initiatives to
increase women’s participa-
tion across its operations. The
company is among the first in
India to enable women to
work in underground mining,
night shifts, and on all-
women aluminium produc-

tion lines. These measures
have helped redefine work-
place norms in the mining
and metals sector.

Priya Agarwal Hebbar,
Non-Executive Director at
Vedanta Limited and
Chairperson of Hindustan
Zinc Limited, said that sci-
ence and technology will play
a critical role in India’s jour-
ney toward becoming a self-
reliant and developed nation.
She emphasized that true
progress is achieved only

STEM Roles, Crosses 35% Mark

when talent is given equal
opportunities, adding that
when young girls see oppor-
tunities in STEM, they not
only choose science and engi-
neering careers but also
aspire to leadership.

Technology
Inclusion

The adoption of digital
automation, real-time moni-
toring systems, and advanced
safety technologies has trans-
formed operational environ-
ments across Vedanta’s facili-
ties. These advancements
have made workplaces safer
and more inclusive, enabling
women to participate equally
in technical roles and night
shifts without compromising

Driving

safety.
Supporting Women at
Every Career Stage

Vedanta has implemented
a wide range of people-centric
policies to support women
throughout their professional
journeys.

sionately argue for discontin-
uing SIR, frowned upon the
state govt for not providing
the names of 8,500 group B
cadre officials to EC for
assisting electoral revision
officers (EROs) and assistant
EROs in the massive docu-
ment verification work. The
displeasure had a dramatic
effect as the West Bengal govt
provided the list within min-
utes to EC in the court and
said it would verify the suit-
ability of the officials.

The court also dismissed

expressed by
Banerjee's counsel Shyam
Divan who told the bench that
the process adopted by EC
would lead to mass exclusion
of voters given the fact that
50% of the cases of voters fac-

the fear

ing ‘"logical discrepancy"
scrutiny are misspelling of
names, which happened due
to translation errors.

"This is a speculative
apprehension,” the bench
said, and allayed it by saying
suitable officials, inducted by
EC from among the 8,500

officers provided by the state
govt, would assist the EROs
and AEROs about the cases
where notices have been
issued merely because of
spelling errors in names and
facilitate their inclusion in
voter lists.Though the Bengal
govt, represented by a battery
of senior advocates, vehe-
mently argued  against
engagement of  micro-
observers drawn from central
PSUs and the Union govt, the
bench said the micro-
observers along with the
additional hands provided by
the state govt would help the
EROS and AEROs even
though the the final decision
on inclusion or deletion of
voters from the final list
would be taken by the EROs
only.Since the Feb 77 deadline
for document submission, its
scrutiny and hearing period is
extended by one week, the
scheduled publication of the
final voter list on Feb 14 is
likely to be extended by one
more week, that is to Feb 21.

gy guided by national inter-

est: Foreign secretary V1kram Misri

New Delhi, Agency:
The government on
Monday said that India's oil
sourcing strategy will be
guided by national interest
and it will not depend on
any single country for its
needs, while highlighting
that actual purchases are
done by petroleum compa-
nies, with decisions
dependent on market con-
ditions, availability, pricing and risk
assessment.

The comments by foreign secre-
tary Vikram Misri came three days
after US President Donald Trump's
executive order lifting the 25% penal
tariff on India said the country had
committed to stop purchasing
Russian oil, either directly or indi-
rectly. Amid the suspense over
India's position on already-declin-
ing Russian oil imports, Misri said
oil companies, public or private, will
continue to make business choices

driven by the considerations he out-
lined - a complex matrix of issues,
including the important financial
and logistical aspects.

His response followed repeated
remarks by commerce & industry
minister Piyush Goyal that only
the foreign ministry could com-
ment on whether India gave any
such commitment to the US while
arriving at the framework for an
interim trade agreement, and
accusations by opposition that
govt was evading the question.

India needs $_22tn for net Zero by 2070' coal use to rise till 2047: Niti Aayog

New Delhi, Agency: At a
time when India is working on
its 2035 climate action targets,
the govt's think tank, Niti
Aayog, on Monday released a
roadmap to achieve the coun-
try's 'net zero' emission goal by
2070, noting that the transition
will need cumulative invest-
ment requirements of $22.7
trillion, around $500 billion
annually, to finance several
"high-level actions" to meet the
twin objectives of 'Viksit Bharat'
(developed India) and long-
term carbon neutrality. It said
at least $6 trillion out of the
total investment requirement
needs to come from external
sources.

The govt think tank also

underlined that India's coal
consumption will continue to
rise till 2047, giving enough
hint of what India's updated cli-
mate action - Nationally
Determined Contributions
(NDC) - for 2035 would look

like.

The roadmap - Scenarios
Towards "Viksit Bharat' and Net
Zero: An Overview - empha-
sised India's vision of becoming
a developed economy by 2047
and achieving 'net zero' elnii-

sions by 2070, saying it will
require a "delicate balancing
act".

"Many of the technologies
needed for net zero have yet to
reach commercial maturity,
while mature low-carbon tech-
nologies often demand large

up-front investments," the
report said, referring to chal-
lenges.

Noting a scenario of transi-
tion to clean energy in India,
the report flagged that the non-
fossil fuel power generation
(including captive) share is
expected to increase from 23%
in 2025 to 65% in the current
policy scenario and 80% in the
'net zero' scenario by 2050. "It
is further expected to rise above

80% by 2070 in the current pol-
icy scenario, and to 100% in the
'net zero' scenario, it said.

"The 'met zero' strategy is
simple - first, electrify energy
use. Two, green and clean elec-
tricity. Three, control demand
through Mission LiFE. Four,
focus on circularity and efficien-
cy. Last, cheaper external
finance is needed. Clearly stat-
ed, India's coal consumption
will go up till 2047 even as ener-
gy intensity decreases and effi-
ciency goes up, while meeting
'net zero' goals. India can
leapfrog to be a global leader in
clean technologies. 85% of
India of 2047 is yet to be built
and can be built to be climate-
friendly," said B.V.R

Subrahmanyam, CEO, NITI
Aayog, on the occasion of the
release of the report.

Besides focus on clean ener-
gy, the roadmap's high-level
actions for India's 'net zero'
transition include focus on cir-
cularity, urban mobility, effi-
cient buildings, proper land use,
critical minerals, and robust
data for monitoring, reporting
& verification (MRV) systems as
core infrastructure.

On financing the transition,
it noted that the power sector
alone accounts for over half of
total needs ($22.7 trillion),
reflecting its central role in
enabling economy-wide electri-
fication and the expansion of
low-carbon generation.



