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What unfolded in Lok Speaker Om Birla's cham-

ber on February 4? Kiren Rijiju releases video clip

New Delhi, Agency: Union
parliamentary affairs minister
Kiren Rijiju on Thursday released
a video clip that he claimed was
recorded by a Congress MP inside
the chamber of Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla.

Reiterating earlier allegations,
Rijiju accused Congress MPs of
barging into the Speaker's cham-
ber, misbehaving with him and
using abusive language.

"This is the illegal video clip
taken by a Congress MP when 20-
25 Congress MPs entered the
Chamber of Hon'ble Speaker,
abused him and threatened
Honb'le Prime Minister. Our party
believes in debate & discussion
and never encourage MPs to
threaten physically," Rijiju said in
a post on X. The remark comes a
day after Rijiju remarks from a day
earlier, when he alleged that a
group of Congress MPs had
entered the Speaker's chamber

'Drunk’ cop runs over woman in
Haryana's Ambala, victim dies

New Delhi,
Agency: A 25-year-
old woman died in a
road accident in
Ambala after she was
allegedly hit by a
police officer who was
reportedly  driving
under the influence.

A 25-year-old
woman died in a road
accident in Haryana's
Ambala after she was
allegedly hit by a
police officer who was

reportedly driving under the influ-
ence, officials said on Wednesday.
The deceased has been identified
as Nikita, according to initial infor-
mation. Her body was brought to the
Civil Hospital late on Tuesday night.
Visuals of the police officer who
allegedly ran over a woman in a

Haryana road accident.

Speaking to reporters, Dr DD
Pandey, Civil Hospital, Ambala, said,
"We received the body of a 25-year-
old girl at around 9:30 PM last night.

and behaved in an unruly manner.

"At least 20-25 Congress MPs
entered the Lok Sabha Speaker's
chamber and abused him. I was
also there. The Speaker is a very
soft person, otherwise strict
actions would have been taken.
Senior Congress leaders, including
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and KC
Venugopal, were also present

investigation.”

struck his e-rickshaw.

officer ran over the girl.

Her body has been shifted to the mor-
tuary. The police are conducting an

Eyewitness Ravinder Singh, an e-
rickshaw driver, alleged that a speed-
ing car driven by a police officer

"I was coming from Ambala Cantt
with four passengers in the e-rick-
shaw... A speeding car driven by a
police officer hit our e-rickshaw, and
a girl fell from it. After that, the police

inside, and they were encouraging
them to fight," Rijiju told
reporters.

"They went to the Speaker's
chamber and abused him, said bad
things. Then the Speaker gave a
ruling, which was not followed and
then Rahul Gandhi said that he
does not need anyone's permis-
sion to speak. He will speak as per

New Delhi, Agency:

protection of their rights.

gramme MGNREGA.
"Workers fear that

said through a post on X.

contractualisation

his wish, without any rules...
Unless permission is given by the
Chair, members cannot speak in
the House. Even the Prime
Minister will speak only with the
permission of the Chair. Everyone
speaks only with permission,” he
added. The allegations have sur-
faced amid a deepening confronta-
tion between the government and
the opposition in Parliament.
Earlier this week, opposition par-
ties submitted a notice seeking the
removal of Om Birla as Lok Sabha
Speaker, accusing him of acting in
a "blatantly partisan”" manner.
Opposition leaders have also
alleged that Birla made "false
claims" against Congress MPs
after he referred to certain
"unexpected action" in the Lok
Sabha and requested Prime
Minister Narendra Modi not to
come to the House to reply to the

leader Rahul Gandhi on Thursday
backed nationwide protests by
workers and farmers demanding

He flagged concerns over labour
reforms, trade policies, and poten-
tial changes to the rural jobs pro-

labour codes will weaken their
rights. Farmers are apprehensive
that the trade agreement will harm §
their livelihoods. And weakening or
scrapping MGNREGA could snatch
away the last lifeline of villages.
When decisions affecting their future
were taken, their voices were ignored," he

"Will Modjiji listen now? Or is the
"grip” on him too strong? I stand firmly
with the workers and farmers on their
issues and their struggle," Rahul added.

An all-India general strike called by
ten Central Trade Unions (CTUs) and
backed by the Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM) on Thursday is aimed at opposing
a range of government policies, including
the four labour codes, privatisation and
measures,
Electricity Amendment Bill 2025, changes

Motion of Thanks on
President's Address.

Congress

the four

o

ers, agricultural

PRTC staff and

the

the

to MGNREGA and the proposed Seed Bill.
Large-scale participation from farm-

unions is expected at protest sites across
the country, with power sector employees,

tions also set to join.

In a statement, the SKM said the strike
seeks the withdrawal of the four labour
codes, the Electricity Bill 2025, the Seed
Bill 2025 and the VB-G RAM G Act 2025,
among other demands. It also called for
the restoration of the old pension scheme
and the implementation of minimum
wages for all workers, including scheme

P :

New Delhi, Agency:
Artificial intelligence has an
exciting role to play in fields like
drug discovery, scientific
progress and disease treatment.
But given the pace at which it is
evolving, there is a real prospect
of AI becoming more powerful
than its creator, warns Tim
Berners-Lee, British computer
scientist and inventor of the
World Wide Web.

Humanity will have to figure
out to how deal with super intel-
ligence, says Berners-Lee, strik-
ing a note of caution at a time
when companies and govts

workers and industrial

other worker organisa-

WWW inventor says Al may become
more powerful than its creator

seem to be in a race to
develop AI without really
thinking through the con-

sequences.

Speaking to Jaya
Bhattacharji Rose,
Berners-Lee described
ChatGPT as a '"phase

change", which surprised
him with its conversational
power. He emphasised that
the critical question is who
an Al works for. He argued
for assistants that serve the
user's best interests - analogous
to a doctor's duty - rather than
corporate incentives. He con-
nected this to his Solid project
and his company's work on
user-controlled data "pods",
aiming to restore agency by let-
ting individuals control and
selectively share their personal
data, including in child-safe
configurations with parental
oversight.

Berners-Lee also contrasted
the early web's democratic spir-
it with today's platform-domi-
nated experience.

Bharat Bandh: Rahul Gandhi backs workers &farmers' takes ‘grip' jibe at PM Modi
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| workers.

Communist Party of India
(CPI) leader and All India
Trade Union Congress
(AITUC) working president
Binoy Viswam expressed full
support for the nationwide
farmers' strike, describing it as
a movement to defend people's
basic rights. Apple farmers in
Himachal Pradesh have also
intensified preparations to join
the nationwide farmers' strike
on February 12 and announced

= a march to Delhi, warning that

recent import duty reductions

under India-US and other free trade
agreements could hurt the state's apple-
based economy.

They expressed concern that cheap-
er imports could impact local growers,
despite repeated assurances from union
commerce and industry minister Piyush
Goyal that the interests of Indian apple
farmers will be safeguarded. While sev-
eral trade unions and farmer organisa-
tions have decided to join the strike, the
National Front of Indian Trade Unions
(NFITU) said it would not participate,
describing the protest as
motivated."

"politically

Did India hit Pakistan's nuclear hub at Kirana 70% turnout in ‘peaceful' T'gana civic body polls

Hills? IAF sets the record stralght

New Delhi, Agency:
Amid continued speculations
over India striking Pakistan's
nuclear facility at Kirana Hills
during Operation Sindoor,
Indian Air Force's Vice Air
Chief Air Marshal Nagesh
Kapoor set the record straight
on Wednesday, saying that "we
did nothing" and that the
armed forces only struck ter-
ror and military installations.

India had launched
Operation Sindoor on May 7
2025, in response to the dead-
ly terror attack in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam region on
April 22, that left 26 people
dead. The operation, launched
by the tri-services, targeted
terror infrastructure located in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK). Over 100
terrorists were killed in these
strikes, according to the gov-
ernment.

In the following days, the

Indian armed forces hit back
at Pakistan's attempted retal-
iatory strikes. On May 10, the
Pakistani army reached out to
its Indian counterpart, leading
to a ceasefire understanding
between the two neighbours.

ation, as well, heavy specula-
tions and social media chatter
had claimed that India had
struck the Mushaf Airbase in

Immediately after the oper-

Sargodha, reportedly linked to
underground nuclear storage
beneath the Kirana Hills.
However,
General of Air Operations, Air
Marshal AK Bharti, had con-
firmed that the Indian armed
forces did not target the
nuclear facility at Kirana Hills.
In response to a query regard-
ing the facility during a press
briefing, Bharti said, "Thank

Hills

Hills,

the Director

you for telling us that Kirana

installation. We did not know
about it. And we have not hit
Kirana Hills,
there." Despite this clarifica-
tion, speculations have contin-
ued to circulate. During a
recent press conference, VCAS
Kapoor acknowledged that
India hit several Pakistani mil-
itary installations. However,
with regard to striking Kirana

videos (of Kirana Hills) "were
presented by their people; they
made them; we did nothing".
"We attacked terror infrastruc-
ture and several of their
(Pakistan's) military installa-
tions. This is absolutely true. If
you see any video, whether it's
from open sources, or generat-
ed by them, or what they're
trying to portray, we don't
know,"
Marshal said.

houses some nuclear

whatever is

queues

Kapoor said that the

rations

the Vice Air Chief Air

New Delhi, Agency: Polling
for the municipal elections
Telangana
Wednesday, with around 70% of the
voters exercising their franchise till
5 pm, state election commission
officials said.

State
Rani Kumudini said that the polling,
which began on a dull note in the
morning, picked up in the after-
noon. "By 3 pm, the poll percentage
touched 62%. All those who were in

polling at 5 pm were allowed to cast
their votes,"
scattered incidents of tension and
clashes in some areas, polling was
largely peaceful, officials said.
Elections were conducted across
the state for seven municipal corpo-

total of 5.21 million voters, including

polling stations across the state.
A total of 16,031 ballot boxes
were used in the municipal elec-

in

concluded on

election commissioner

at the time of closure of

she said. Amid a few

and 116 municipalities. A ers

tions. As part of security and storage
measures, 137 strong rooms have
been prepared for the safekeeping of
ballot boxes, the officials said.

The SEC said counting of votes
will be taken up at 8 am on Friday at
136 counting centres across the
state. The elections for the posts of
mayor and deputy mayor in munici-
pal corporations, and chairperson
and vice-chairperson in municipali-
ties, will be held on February 16.

The polling witnessed sporadic
incidents of clashes. In Karimnagar,
police resorted to lathi charge to dis-
perse Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
workers who had gathered near the
Zilla Parishad office.

Six BJP
injuries in the incident. Protesting
against the police action, BJP work-

activists sustained

staged a sit-in on the main road,

alleging bogus voting in the 58th

2.56 million male and 2.68 million division. They questioned the
female voters, were expected to cast rationale of police resorting to force,
their vote. In order to facilitate vot- alleging them of indifference
ing, the authorities have set up 8,191 towards their complaints.

Altercation was also reported at a
polling station in Ward 34 of
Sangareddy town.

Which sectors will be hit and why trade unions are protesting

New Delhi, Agency: Over
10 central trade unions called for
a nationwide Bharat Bandh on
Thursday against the govern-
ment's "anti-worker" policies.
The bandh was supported by
farmer organisations and other
groups across sectors.

The  strike call was
announced as a mark of "resist-
ance to anti-worker, anti-farmer
and anti-national pro-corporate
policies of the central govern-
ment."

Trade unions said nearly 30
crore workers from various sec-
tors were likely to participate in
the agitation.

The protest was expected to
partially affect services such as
banking, insurance and trans-
port, with unions serving strike
notices across departments and

W
industrial establishments. The
Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM)
called upon farmers to join trade
union workers in making the all-
India general strike a success.

In a statement, the SKM said

the strike sought the withdrawal
of four labour codes, the
Electricity Bill-2025, the Seed
Bill-2025, the VB-G RAM G Act-
2025, restoration of the old pen-
sion scheme and implementation

of minimum wages for workers,
including scheme workers.

The platform of agricultural
workers' unions and the NREGA
Sangharsh Morcha (NSM) sup-
ported and participated in
protest demonstrations across
the country.

"SKM calls upon the people to
resist all the new attacks
launched by the BJP government
on the farmers, the workers and
common people," the statement
said. The SKM said the
Electricity Bill would raise power
tariffs for farmers and domestic
users and impose peak-hour
charges and smart meters. "SKM
is demanding 'No to Smart
Meters' and 300 units of free
electricity to all as is also being
promised in BJP election cam-
paigns,"” the statement said.

It also opposed the Viksit
Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) Act, alleging that
it would depose the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), and objected to
the new Seed Bill, stating it
would lead to black-marketing of
seeds. The SKM opposed free
trade agreements, calling them a
blueprint of "economic colonisa-
tion" through the denial of mini-
mum wages to workers, mini-
mum support price (MSP) to
farmers and the right to employ-
ment to unemployed youth.

"The Modi government has
surrendered the sovereignty and
the self-reliance of India to the
United States of America," the
SKM alleged.

"SKM appeals to all farmers
to join en masse in the protest
demonstration, burn the effigies
of Narendra Modi and Donald
Trump and copies of the free
trade agreements in solidarity
with industrial workers and
against all the anti-people, pro-
corporate government policies,"
it said. Insurance sector workers
have also protested against the
government's decision to allow
up to 100 per cent foreign direct
investment (FDI) in the sector
and the implementation of new
labour codes.

"Services in electricity, bank-
ing, insurance, transport, health,
education, gas and water supply
will be affected due to the nation-
wide strike call on February 12,"
All India Trade Union Congress
General Secretary Amarjeet



