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1st year laid foundation; infra, Yamuna, pollu-
tion focus areas, says Delhi CM Rekha Gupta

New Delhi, Agency: CM
Rekha Gupta outlined
Wednesday a series of measures
taken by her govt over the past
one year to curb dust and vehicu-
lar pollution in the capital, while
rejecting allegations that air
quality data was, in any way,
manipulated or deliberately con-
cealed.

In a free-wheeling interview
with Media, Gupta said dust and
smoke remained the two major
contributors to Delhi's air quality
crisis. The CM asserted that in its
first year, her govt was grappling
with "legacy issues" while vowing
that Delhi would breathe easier
within a couple of years.

She said her govt had imple-
mented a structured dust mitiga-
tion plan with short-, mid- and
long-term interventions. Among
long-term solutions, she pointed

to-wall carpeting” of roads.
Gupta said her govt had priori-
tised electrification of public
transport. "Today there are
4,200 EV buses in Delhi, more
than any state in the country,"
she said.

Gupta expressed regret over

week linked to civic neglect. "As
CM and as a woman and a moth-
er, I understand that there can be
no greater pain than this," she
said. Referring to trolling, she
said, "When your statement,
your words are twisted and pre-
sented by removing commas and

What are your govt's biggest
achievements so far?

CM: One year is a very short
time to achieve major mile-
stones, but it has certainly been a
year of laying strong foundations
for big projects. One of our
biggest achievements is the
implementation of Ayushman
Arogya Yojana, ending a wait of
nearly 10 years. Today, around 7
lakh people have registered
under the scheme.
Approximately 25,000 people
have already received treatment,
and govt has made payments of
about ?Rs 45 crore. Many elderly
citizens and families are now
covered under the Rs 10 lakh
health insurance cover, which is
a significant relief for them. I
consider this one of our most
impactful initiatives. The second
major initiative is Atal Canteen

and humane. The guiding princi-
ple behind it is that no one
should go to bed hungry. If a
labourer or a poor person can get
a meal for Rs 5, they do not have
to beg or depend on anyone. This
scheme ensures dignity, along
with food security. Another mile-
stone is the addition of 4,200 EV
buses. Since there are limited
manufacturers of EV buses and
delivery takes time, we have
already placed advance orders to
meet Delhi's future transport
requirements. We are focusing
on improving last-mile connec-
tivity. We are working on impor-
tant policies in health, education
and sports. For example, Delhi
now offers the highest prize
money for sports in the country.
We are investing in expanding
Delhi's metro infrastructure,
which is already the largest in

to grow. What has govt done to
improve infrastructure? Delhi's
roads require comprehensive
redevelopment. We  have
planned large-scale upgradation
and wall-to-wall carpeting of
nearly 1,400km of roads under
PWD. There is focus on over-
hauling Delhi's decades-old
drainage system as well, much of
which is nearly 50 years old. To
replace this outdated infrastruc-
ture and build a modern
drainage network, we are under-
taking a project estimated at Rs
56,000 crore. This will be funded
through a combination of bank
loans, support from the Centre,
and contributions from Delhi
govt. The goal is to permanently
address chronic issues, such as
waterlogging, sewer overflow
and drain mismanagement. We
are investing in new water sup-

to the ambitious target of "wall-

the twin deaths in less than a

hyphens...

it hurts."”

scheme, which is both important

India, and ensuring it continues

ply lines and sewer networks.

Court acquits two in murder of IAF staffer 4-year-old boy dies after e-rickshaw hits him outside school

New Delhi, Agency: A Delhi
court has acquitted two men accused
of murdering a 33-year-old Indian
Air Force (IAF) staffer in 2014, hold-
ing that the circumstantial evidence
was inadequate and failed to form a
complete chain pointing to their
guilt.

Additional sessions  judge
Gurmohina Kaur was hearing the
case against Brahm Prakash and
Khajaan Singh, accused of killing the
IAF staffer, Arun.

According to the prosecution, on
the intervening night of Dec 27-28,
2014, the two allegedly struck Arun
multiple times on the head with a
stone before running him over with a
van. His body was later found near a
DJB site in Dwarka. Initially treated
as a road accident, the case was later
investigated as murder. The prosecu-
tion alleged that the accused tried to
destroy evidence by discarding the
victim's mobile phone and washing
bloodstains from the vehicle. An FIR
was registered at Dwarka North police
station, and charges were framed
under various sections of Indian
Penal Code, including murder.

On Feb 5, the court said that sus-

picion alone could not justify convic-
tion. "Merely on the basis of doubt of
the family of the deceased, the
accused cannot be convicted, espe-
cially when the circumstantial evi-
dence is insufficient and does not
form a complete chain of events lead-
ing to the inescapable conclusion of
guilt," the judge noted.

Emphasising that the burden of
proof lay on the prosecution, the
court added, "Every accused is pre-
sumed innocent until proved guilty."

The court pointed to key gaps in
the investigation, including the fact
that the alleged weapon was never
recovered and no evidence was col-
lected to show when or where the
tyres of the vehicle were washed.

New Delhi, Agency: A four-
year-old boy died after a rashly driven
e-rickshaw hit him outside a school in
southwest Delhi's Chhawla on Feb 3.
Police arrested the e-rickshaw opera-
tor.

The boy, Aarav, who was set to be
enrolled in school soon, was rushed to
hospital where he was declared dead.
At least three children had lost their
lives in accidents involving e-rick-
shaws in the city last year, reinforcing
a general perception that they are an
unsafe mode of transport.

Aarav accompanied his mother
and aunt to the school to pick up his
elder sister in the afternoon. They
were waiting near the school gate
around dispersal time, his father,
Bharat Sharma, said. The area was
crowded, with around 10 to 15 parents
waiting for their wards to come out of
the school.

At around 2pm, minutes before the
classes were to end, an e-rickshaw hit
Aarav, who was holding his mother's
hand. He fell down and was run over
by the vehicle, which then sped away,
Sharma, a sales executive and a resi-
dent of Goyla Dairy in Chhawla, said.

Aarav's mother Janki and her sis-

Nod to Rs 463-cr plan to lay underground power line

New Delhi, Agency: The
Delhi Government  has
approved a major infrastruc-
ture initiative to shift and lay
underground  high-tension
(HT) and low-tension (LT)
electricity lines across multiple
Assembly constituencies, aim-
ing to enhance public safety,
strengthen power infrastruc-
ture and improve the city's
aesthetics.

Announcing the decision,
Power Minister Ashish Sood
described it as a landmark
step, stating, "The historic
decision marks a major step
towards public safety,
strengthening power infra-
structure and beautification of
the Capital." He added, "Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta has
taken this historic decision
keeping in mind the safety of
Delhi's residents."”

The approved projects,
with a total outlay of Rs 463
crore, focus on laying under-
ground safe electricity lines in

residential and densely popu-
lated areas to reduce risks to
human life and ensure a safer,
more reliable power distribu-
tion system. According to the
plan, works will be carried out
in 125 colonies and localities
across Delhi at an estimated
cost of Rs 267.20 crore. In
addition, the underground
work of overhead lines along
26 roads in the Chandni

Chowk area will be undertaken
at a cost of around Rs 159.47
crore.

As pilot projects, ground-
ing laying has already been
successfully completed in BH
Block, Shalimar Bagh, and C-4
East Block, Janakpuri, with
the model set to be replicated
in other areas. Earlier, in
2025, approvals worth Rs
37.63 crore were granted for 15

similar proposals.

The minister said the ini-
tiative aligns with the broader
vision of infrastructure mod-
ernisation under the guidance
of the Prime Minister and the
leadership of the Chief
Minister, reaffirming the gov-
ernment's commitment to res-
idents' safety and public wel-
fare. He highlighted that
under the Government of
India's SASCI scheme,
approvals of Rs 109 crore had
been received for 13 proposals
related to shifting HT/LT
lines, which will significantly
reduce accidents caused by
unsafe overhead wires.

The Delhi Government has
prepared a comprehensive
Power System Master Plan up
to 2030, involving an estimat-
ed investment of Rs 17,000
crore over the next three years
to upgrade grids, ensure unin-
terrupted power supply, and
meet future demand, includ-
ing that from electric vehicles.

New Delhl, Agency: Cautioning
that "passions should not be height-
ened", Delhi High Court on
Wednesday rapped an NGO for
repeatedly filing frivolous public
interest litigations aimed at alleged
encroachments by mosques and dar-
gahs in the city.

In a span of two petitions - one
filed against NGO Save India
Foundation and the other filed by the
organisation itself - the court took a
dim view of the "sheer misuse of judi-
cial process".

A bench of Chief Justice DK
Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas Karia
flagged the tendency to first file a PIL
and then comment about it on social
media. "You are already before a
court. Whatever you have to say, con-
vey your arguments to the court. We
will only request, rather appeal, not
to heighten the passions," the bench
orally observed, as it allowed one
Mohd Kamran to raise issues relating
to recent demolitions around a
mosque in the Turkman Gate area,
before the single judge hearing the
issue.

Kamran, through senior advocate

ter-in-law, Archana, took the uncon-
scious child to a hospital in Dwarka in
another e-rickshaw. Doctors exam-
ined him, but he had died by then.

A case under sections 281 (rash
driving or riding on a public way) and
106(1) (causing death by negligence)
of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita was regis-
tered at Chhawla police station on Feb
4. Cops scanned CCTV footage before
catching 25-year-old Deepanshu, the
e-rickshaw operator, who lives in
Goyla village.

Sharma said the family was look-
ing to a new chapter in Aarav's life.
"We were planning to enrol him in
school this year. He was excited to
begin his classes. But our dreams have
been shattered," he said.

In March last year, a 10-year-old
child lost her life after being crushed
by an e-rickshaw in Jailorwala Bagh in
northwest Delhi's Ashok Vihar. In
Aug, an eight-year-old girl died after
an e-rickshaw overturned and fell on
her in northeast Delhi's Jafrabad. In
Oct, a five-year-old girl was killed
after a speeding e-rickshaw lost con-
trol, overturned and hit her whileshe
was playing near her home in south-
west Delhi's Uttam Nagar.

g HCraps NGO for ﬁhng frivolous PILs

Jatan Singh, sought a stay on any fur-
ther action against the Faiz Elahi
mosque, highlighting that a grave-
yard may be affected. He urged the
court to levy heavy costs on the NGO
for allegedly misusing PILs to target a
particular religion.

The court, however, declined to
pass any order, allowing him to
approach the single judge dealing
with the demolition. It said any
encroachment on public land had to
be removed, declining any stay.

But the court pulled up the NGO's
counsel. "Don't test our patience. We
were very tolerant with you," it
warned, when the lawyer claimed
public land was being encroached
upon as Waqf properties.

The digital trap: How scammers turn phones into virtual prisons

New Delhi, Agency: It
starts with an innocuous ring - a
WhatsApp video call or a call
from what looks like a govern-
ment number. A voice ID flashes
and a person claiming to be from
the CBI, TRAI, or the Supreme
Court appears on screen. Before
you know it, you are told you are
under "digital arrest". You are
being watched. You cannot hang
up. And there is money you must
transfer to "prove your inno-
cence".

This chilling form of cyber-
financial extortion has surged
across India, leaving victims psy-
chologically manipulated, isolat-
ed and financially devastated.
Despite sounding surreal, this
type of scam is very real - and
increasingly sophisticated.

show forged warrants,
Supreme Court orders, or badges

fake
urgency - "

Pressure and fear: By creating
act now or face arrest"”

savvy fall for it Cyber psycholo-
gists and cybercrime lawyers say

What is "Digital Arrest"?

There is no legal concept
called "digital arrest” in Indian
law. Yet scammers have
weaponised this term, making it
sound official to unnerve victims.

In these frauds, victims

"officials",
often through video or voice

receive calls from

calls. They are told their
Aadhaar, PAN, or bank accounts
are linked to criminal cases such
as money laundering, fake SIM
cards, or terrorism. Scammers

to lend credibility.

Victims are informed they are
"digitally under arrest", must
remain on call, and must cooper-
ate or face legal consequences.
Most victims transfer money
believing it will be refunded after
"account verification". Once the
money is sent, however, it disap-
pears into a network of mule
accounts and fake companies. In
many cases, fraudsters rely on
psychological manipulation.

Authority illusion: Scammers
pose as senior officers from
agencies such as the CBI, ED, or
TRAI. They often display fake
documents or conduct video calls
while wearing uniforms or using
official-looking backgrounds.

- they induce panic, limiting
rational thinking.

Isolation: Victims are
instructed not to consult family
members, lawyers, or even local
police, cutting off advice that
could expose the fraud.

Continuous control: Some
victims are kept on video calls for
hours or days, gradually losing
clarity and becoming more com-
pliant.

DCP Datta Nalawade, a sen-
ior cybercrime official, once
summed it up: "No such practice
as digital arrest exists." Yet these
scams continue to succeed by
exploiting fear and lack of aware-
ness.

Expert insights: Why even the

fear often overrides logic. When
callers appear to possess person-
al information such as Aadhaar
or bank details, panic sets in and
even educated individuals act
against their better judgement.

Scammers use real data
obtained from leaks to con-
struct believable narratives,
complete with forged court
seals and warrants. Experts
stress that genuine law enforce-
ment agencies never conduct
investigations or demand
money through random phone
or video calls, especially under
threat. Several cases reported
by The Times of India highlight
how convincing and devastat-
ing these scams can be.



