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From Bihar's Champaran to Holyrood: Dhruva
Kumar’s Journey Echnes kandhi’'s Legacy

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: In a story that bridges
continents and generations, India-

That movement not only marked
Gandhi's emergence as a mass leader
in India but also turned Champaran
into a global symbol of peaceful

New Delhi, Agency:
Expressing concern about the
rise in cases where gangs and
hardened criminals deploy chil-
dren to carry out crimes, Delhi
High Court dismissed an antici-

Child Trafficking: HC Takes Tough Stance

rom Champaran to Holyrood: !
Kumar’'s Journey

workers—principles that echo
Gandhi's belief in economic
| justice and dignity for the
marginalised. Kumar has also

patory bail plea. The high court
said such criminals were using
children as a "weapon" to
escape penal action and refused

Echoes Gandhi's Legacy

born Scottish politician Prof. Dhruva
Kumar is poised to make history in
the upcoming Holyrood parliamentary
elections. Hailing from Chhoudadano
village - under East Champaran district
in Bihar—the land immortalised
by Mahatma Gandhi's first major
satyagraha in India—Kumar’s political
rise in Scotland carries deep historical
symbolism. Much like Mahatma
Gandhi's transformative years in South
Africa shaped his philosophy of justice
and non-violent resistance, Kumar's
journey abroad has forged his political
identity. Gandhi's struggle against racial
injustice in South Africa laid the moral
foundation for his later leadership of
the Champaran Satyagraha in 1917,
where he stood with oppressed indigo
farmers against colonial exploitation.

resistance. Today, more than a

century later, a son of Champaran |

is drawing inspiration from that

legacy—this time on  Scottish
soil. Prof. Kumar, an academic,
economist and geopolitical

commentator, has been selected as a
regional list candidate for Scotland’s
Parliament. A strong advocate of
Scottish  self-determination,  he
argues that sovereignty is essential
to tackling the cost-of-living crisis,
housing pressures and energy
inequality. He frequently highlights
what he calls the “paradox of
Scottish energy”—a resource-rich
nation where many households still
struggle with heating costs. His
politics emphasise public ownership,
fair pricing and a just transition for

and trade,

' to  Holyrood’s

borders.

played a leading role in pushing

renewable energy, education
he envisions a
| modern partnership rooted in
shared democratic values. From
Gandhi's fight for rights in
South Africa to Champaran’s
assertion of dignity, and now
democratic
stage, Dhruva Kumar's journey
reflects how the spirit of justice
born in Champaran continues
to resonate far beyond India’s

to grant anticipatory bail to a

for the first parliamentary |woman accused of trafficking a
motion in Scotland condemning C_hlld and engaging him in illicit
‘Hinduphobia’,  strengthening 11quqr sale'..In a I‘ecent. orde'r,
ties with the Indian diaspora. Justice G.lrls,h Kathpgha Sa¥d

| . . the exploitation of children in
Advocating  closer  India— S .

| . . the commission of crimes was
Scotland cooperation in

increasing day by day.

Rejecting the plea for pro-
tection from arrest, the high
court said the woman's custodi-
al interrogation was necessary
to unearth whether more chil-
dren were trafficked for such
purposes and to get to the root
of the crime.

"Grant of anticipatory bail in
a case where a child was exploit-
ed in commission of crimes
would send a very wrong signal
to society. Exploitation of chil-
dren in commission of crimes is

increasing day by day. Children
are now often being used as a
weapon by hardened criminals
to escape penal action," the high
court observed.

"I do not find it a fit case to
grant anticipatory bail to the

applicant," Justice Kathpalia
noted. The woman was alleged
to have trafficked a child from
her native village and got him
employed in the sale of illicit
liquor in Delhi.

Police registered an FIR
after a close relative of the
accused was seen selling illicit
liquor along with the boy.
Seeking relief, the accused
contended that there was
nothing to suggest that she
brought the boy to Delhi for
the sale of illicit liquor.

Woman journalist attacked, assaulted dur- ATIMS May Carry Out Country's First Face Transplant This Year
1ng pro-UGC protest 1n Delhi University

Delhi,
Agency A scuffle
between rival student
groups at the Arts
Faculty of Delhi
University on Friday
triggered allegations of
assault and counter-
claims of violence, with
both sides accusing each
other of intimidation
and misconduct.
In a statement, the
Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad

(ABVP) alleged that a woman jour-
nalist associated with a YouTube
channel was attacked around 2 pm
while covering a protest on campus.
secretary
Sarthak Sharma claimed that left-
wing student activists manhandled
the journalist after she questioned
protesters. He further alleged that
several of those involved were not
students of Delhi University (DU)
and demanded strict action from the
police and the university administra-

ABVP Delhi state

'Girls, djinn rituals, money trick’: Arrested 'occultist' modus operandi
emerges in Delhi triple murder probe; linked to 8 killings

New Delhi, Agency:
Police probing the triple mur-
der case in Peeragarhi said
arrested occultist Kamruddin
was suspected to be involved
in at least eight

tion. Meanwhile, the All India
right-wing students of attacking its
members during a protest demand-
ing the implementation of new UGC

said its DU secretary Anjali was phys-
ically assaulted while attempting to
shield a journalist from being heck-
led. The group also alleged that
despite security personnel being
present, the attackers were allowed to
act unchecked.

i _-___'_"-‘—-—-__

Students' Association (AISA) accused

regulations. In its statement, AISA

height, hair length, skin type
and conventional attractive-

New Delhi, Agency: A radical new
option may soon be available for patients
who have to live with horrific facial defor-
mities even after enduring 10 to 12 recon-
structive surgeries.

ATIMS Delhi has formally launched
India's first face transplant programme
and is preparing to perform the coun-
try's first such surgery within a year,
subject to regulatory clearances. A face
transplant involves replacing part of or
the entire face with tissue from a
deceased donor. It is not just a cosmetic
surgery. The goal is to restore essential
functions, such as speech, breathing, eat-
ing, eyelid closure and facial expression
in patients whose injuries are beyond the
reach of conventional reconstruction.

In many cases, such patients struggle
not only with physical disability but also
with severe social stigma and resultant
isolation.

"Many suffer devastating facial defor-
mities due to acid attacks, gunshot
injuries and burns. Identifying the right
candidate for the transplant and coun-
selling him or her is essential.
Unmotivated or unstable patients - those
with active infections or cancers - are not
suitable. That said, face transplantation is

blood after a "surgery", claim-
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no longer experimental, it is the need of
the hour," said Dr Maneesh Singhal, head
of plastic, reconstructive and burns sur-
gery at AIIMS.

The surgery can last 14 to 16 hours and
requires meticulous reconnection of blood
vessels and nerves under a microscope.
Even after a successful operation, patients
must take lifelong immunosuppressive
drugs to prevent rejection and require
close monitoring for complications.

Dr Dipankar Bhowmick, head of
nephrology at AIIMS, said the institute
has the necessary systems in place to
carry out such transplants.
"Immunosuppression plays a critical role,
and all infrastructure and facilities are

Sagar Suraj

BETTIAH: In a
significant crackdown

the  India—Nepal
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available at ATIMS. I am excited and will
provide the best possible support for this
initiative," he said.

Donor matching remains the biggest
challenge. Unlike solid organ transplants,
a face transplant requires visible compat-
ibility. The donor and recipient must be of
the same sex, and skin tone should be
broadly similar. Securing family consent
within hours of a donor's brain death,
while ensuring ethical clearance and
transplant coordination, adds to the com-
plexity.

The new initiative at the burns and
plastic surgery block, which was estab-
lished in 2021, brings together a multidis-
ciplinary team of surgeons, transplant
physicians, nephrologists, anaesthesiolo-
gists, psychiatrists and rehabilitation
experts. Dr Preethy K from the depart-
ment of psychiatry said psychological
screening and long-term counselling will
be mandatory throughout the course of
treatment.

International expert Dr Indranil Sinha
of Brigham and Women's Hospital,
Harvard Medical School, said the skill set
and infrastructure at AIIMS are on a par
with international standards, and pledged
his support to the programme.

Major Seizure on India-Nepal Border,
One Arrested Wllll 54 290 |(!I ﬂf gama
5

murders.According to police,
the occultist arrested for
allegedly poisoning and killing
Randhir (76), Shiv Naresh (42)
and Laxmi (40), whose bodies
were found in an abandoned
car near the Peeragarhi flyover

on Feb 8, revealed a calculated . M e " ffi

modus operandi that revolved
around ritualistic deception.
Police said the accused
allegedly asked clients to send
photographs of young women
and girls as part of occult ritu-
als and promised them a
"dhanvarsha", or sudden
windfall of wealth, claiming a
'djinn' would establish "physi-
cal contact" through a young
woman in their family.

Multiple such photographs
were found on a victim's
phone, showing women posing
with handwritten personal
details. Investigators believe
these images were circulated
across groups linked to the
accused.

An officer said, "He would
give detailed instructions on
how the girls should look, their

ness. If the ritual failed, he
would highlight minor flaws as
the reason."” The cops are
questioning a suspected chem-
ical supplier in Firozabad and
tracing the source of the lethal
mixture of aluminium phos-
phide and sleeping pills that he
gave to the victims.

Police said Kamruddin
used elaborate tricks to con-
vince people of his supernatu-
ral abilities. He would perform
a "money trick," holding a
shawl and placing a Rs 500
note under it, then making the
cloth move in a way that creat-
ed the illusion of multiplying
cash. In one case, he claimed
to cure kidney stones: he
placed red powder over a
patient's body, had him indi-
cate the site of pain and then
pretended the powder was

ing to have performed a proce-
dure without stitches, an offi-
cer said. Police are trying to
trace where he had learnt
these practices.

along
border, police under Kangli
police station limits seized
54.290 kilograms of ganja

. . and arrested one alleged "
Investigators said he used | b i . . .
to ask clients to switch their Smuegler. The operation action and conducted a raid registered a case numbered
was carried out on Friday, at the identified location 15/26 and initiated further

phones to flight mode during
meetings and avoided CCTV-
covered locations. Police could
trace his Loni residence
because Laxmi had shared the
location of his house with
Naresh. A small note contain-
ing a "djinn kalma", believed
to be part of the ritualistic
practices, was found in
Naresh's pocket.

Police said Kamruddin was
also linked to a double murder
in Uttar Pradesh last year and
a 2014 case in Dholpur,
Rajasthan, where a man
allegedly killed his wife on
Kamruddin's instructions.

planning

seriously,

team

February 14, 2026, following
a specific intelligence input.
According to police sources,
information
that some individuals were

territory from Nepal through
the Dhutaha river route with
a consignment of narcotic
substances. Taking the input

was constituted under the
leadership
House Officer
Kangli police station. The
swiftly moved

was received

to enter Indian

a special team

of the Station
(SHO) of (Motihari)

into Kangli police

near the border. During the
operation, police apprehended
one person from the spot and
recovered 54.290 kilograms
of ganja from his possession.
A mobile phone was also
seized as part of the evidence.
The arrested accused has been
identified as Rajesh Mahto,
son of Prasad Mahta, a
resident of Darpa Sukhlahiya
village under Darpa police to
station in East Champaran
district. In
connection with the incident,
station has

legal proceedings. Police
officials stated that a detailed
investigation is underway
to trace other members of
the suspected smuggling

network. Efforts are also
being made to determine
the source and intended

destination of the seized
contraband. Authorities have
reiterated their commitment
intensifying surveillance
and maintaining strict vigil
along the sensitive border
region to curb cross-border

smuggling activities.

Get Set, Go! Delhl Khel Mahakumbh Takes Off

New Delhi, Agency: Whlte
searchlights sliced through the
sky as a giant balloon hovered
above Chhatrasal Stadium.
Attached to it, a young girl
danced gracefully in mid-air car-
rying the Delhi Khel
Mahakumbh baton, her fluid
movements captivating thou-
sands of spectators. They
watched as she turned the sky
into her stage until, in a perfectly
timed manoeuvre, she descend-
ed and handed the baton to chief
minister Rekha Gupta, officially
declaring the games open.

Friday's inauguration was
also marked by a ceremonial
march-past led by the city's para-
athletes. Gupta, along with edu-
cation minister Ashish Sood and
ex-Indian cricketer Shikhar

Dhawan,
ambassador,

the event's brand
greeted partici-
pants as they toured the stadium
in an open vehicle. Olympic

and Khel
awardee Ravi Dahiya, along with
Paralympic medallist Sharad
Kumar, were present to lend

medallist

their support. Addressing the
gathering, Gupta said the event
was more than a competition; it
was a celebration of the energy,
aspirations and immense poten-
tial of the city's youth.

"Delhi has never lacked tal-
ent. What had been missing was
the right platform. This initiative
is a historic step that will give
direction and opportunity to
lakhs of young athletes in the
years to come," she said, adding
that since the formation of the
current govt last year, efforts
have been made not only to
accelerate development in Delhi
but also to create new opportuni-
ties for young people. Nearly Rs
33 crore in long-pending prize
money, which had not been
released for almost three

Ratna

decades, has now disbursed to
athletes, she said.

Sood described Delhi Khel
Mahakumbh as a people's move-
ment towards making the city
the sports capital of India.
Calling it the beginning of a "new
dawn" for sports in Delhi, he said
every local akhada and neigh-
bourhood stadium will now
become a training ground for
future global champions.

"Delhi is not just returning to
sports; it is preparing to lead," he
said, adding that strengthening
the sports ecosystem - from sta-
dium infrastructure to support
systems for athletes - is a key pri-
ority. "A strong sports culture is
a pillar of a strong city. By invest-
ing in fitness, discipline and
competitive spirit, we are build-

ing a more confident Delhi," he
said. Scheduled to run for a
month, the sporting festival will
take place across 16 stadiums
and sports complexes across the
city, including Thyagraj Stadium,
Chhatrasal Stadium, Pehladpur
Sports Complex, East Vinod
Nagar Sports Complex and Rajiv
Gandhi Stadium.

Organisers expect participa-
tion of nearly 30,000 athletes,
with over 15,000 already regis-
tered through the official por-
tal. Athletes from Delhi
University and GGSIPU, along-
side registered sports clubs,
academies and associations,
will compete on an open, inclu-
sive platform designed to give
everyone a chance to showcase
his or her talent.



