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Cabinet OKs India's 1st underwa-
ter road- -CUm- rall tunnel in Assam

New Delhi, Agency: The
Union Cabinet has approved
infrastructure projects worth
over Rs 31,000 crore, including
construction of the country's first
road-cum-rail tunnel under the
Brahmaputra in Assam. The
twin-tube common tunnel with
approach roads for movement of
vehicles and trains, only the sec-
ond in the world, would cost Rs
18,662 crore.It will connect
Gohpur and Numaligarh in
Assam and will cut travel time
from about 6 hours to just 20
minutes. The project, to be fully
funded by govt, will not just
reduce the travel distance from
240 km to roughly 34 km improv-
ing connectivity but also has
strategic significance, I&B minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw said while
announcing the Cabinet decision.
This four-lane tunnel will ensure
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Arunachal and provide "strategic
resilience" for defence purposes.
The minister said the twin tubes
would be interconnected at inter-
vals of 500 metres.

Officials said the tunnel would
be built around 32 metres
beneath the Brahmaputra's low-
est bed level. One of the tubes will
have provision for a single rail
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will be allowed when trains run
through this tube.

PM  Modi called the
Brahmaputra tunnel project as a
"landmark boost to connectivity
in the northeast".

In a post on X, he said, "...This
transformative  project will
enhance connectivity, reduce
logistics costs and accelerate

entire Northeast."

Media has learnt that origi-
nally govt had included the con-
nectivity between Gohpur and
Numaligarh as a part of the
Special  Accelerated Road
Development Programme for
North East in 2008 by construct-
ing a bridge. But later a proposal
was mooted to build a road tun-
nel beneath the Brahmaputra.
Later, it was modified to have a
common tunnel for both vehicles
and trains. A similar 22-km
road-cumrail tunnel passing
through Chicken Neck corridor
in the northeast is also in plan-
ning stage. Besides the tunnel,
Cabinet approved three NH proj-
ects with a combined cost of over
Rs 11,000 crore - a 107.7-km
fourlane highway in Gujarat, a
154.6-km highway stretch in
Maharashtra and an 80-km cor-

New Delhi, Agency: The
SC has directed all high courts
not to grant anticipatory bail to
accused persons who abscond
and later, after their co-accused
are acquitted on completion of
trial, approach constitutional
courts seeking protection from
arrest.

A bench of Justices J B
Pardiwala and Vijay Bishnoi set
aside the Madhya Pradesh HC
order that granted anticipatory
bail to the absconding accused,
directed him to surrender and
apply for regular bail. It
frowned upon the HC's direc-
tion to the trial court to grant
bail on the day the accused
moves the bail plea.

Justice Bishnoi, who wrote
the judgment, said, "An abscon-
der is not entitled to the relief of
anticipatory bail as a general
rule, however, in certain excep-
tional cases, where on a perusal
of the FIR, case diary and other

Absconders can't get
anticipatory ball SC

the court is of the prima facie
opinion that no case is made out
against the absconding accused,
then the power of granting
anticipatory bail may be exer-
cised."

The court noted that the
accused was part of a mob who
had not only fled but also
threatened to kill an injured
person for opposing his bail
plea. The bench said the acquit-
tal of the co-accused thus could
not be grounds to grant him
anticipatory bail as he had
failed to cooperate with probe

high-speed  connectivity to

track and no vehicular movement

growth across Assam and the

ridor of NH-167 in Telangana.

relevant materials on record,

and delayed the trial.

Generative Al ups demand Drama artiste: Piyush Goyal on Rahul Gandhi 'anti-farmer" jibe

for skilled workers: Study

New Delhi, Agency: The intro-
duction of generative Al has resulted
in moderation in hiring at the entry
level, increased demand for skilled
mid-level workers, and provided
"considerable stability" at senior
level, an ICRIER study has said.

"Researchers note this modera-
tion aligns with broader post-pan-
demic trends in the IT industry and
cannot be attributed to AI adoption
alone. Roles commonly perceived as
most exposed to Al, such as software
developers and database administra-
tors, are also among those experienc-
ing the strongest growth in demand,
indicating that generative Al is pri-
marily functioning as a productivity-
enhancing complement to technical
and analytical work, rather than a
substitute," said the report, which
was backed by OpenAI and based on
a survey of over 650 firms.

Roles such as statisticians and
mathematicians, application devel-
opers and database designers and
administrators were among the
most exposed - and had the highest

demand - while HR, legal and
finance professionals were least. The
most impacted roles and skills
include data entry and clerical work,
followed by manual testing, manual
quality assurance, and entry level
programming.

Among business functions in IT
companies, software development
and engineering, followed by IT
infra and cloud services and proj-
ect management were seen to be
the most affected, the survey
showed. The report said AI adop-
tion is reshaping hiring priorities
toward hybrid skills profiles com-
bining domain expertise and Al
and data-related technical skills,
instead of narrow specialisation.

New Delhi, Agency: Political
slugfest around the recently announced
India-US trade deal escalated further
with Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal calling Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi a "drama artiste perpetrating
lies" after the Congress leader termed it
"anti-farmer" and "anti-textile sector".

Attacking the government, Rahul said
Bangladesh had managed an advantage,

with zero per cent tariff on garment .

exports to the US with the condition that
they imported US cotton, as opposed to
Indian garments, which faced 18 per cent
US tariffs.

Eighteen per cent tariff vs o per cent -
Let me explain how the Prime Minister
and his Cabinet are spreading confusion
on this issue. And how they are cheating
India's cotton farmers and textile
exporters through the India-US trade
deal," Rahul said.

The Congress leader added that in an
answer to his query about Bangladesh's
advantage, a minister said if India wanted
the same concession, it would also need to
import US cotton. "Why was this fact hid-
den from the country till now? And what
kind of policy is this? Is this really any
kind of choice - or is it a trap designed to

push us into a 'well in front, ditch behind'
situation?" Rahul said.

Goyal hit back, saying Rahul was try-
ing to sabotage India's growth story with
his politics of negativity. Rejecting
Rahul's remarks that the trade deal was
anti-farmer, Goyal said: "Rahul is fear-
mongering and misleading farmers and
exporters. Both will gain hugely from the
deal." The minister said nine free trade
agreements, covering 38 developed coun-
tries, that India had signed had opened up
a Rs 45 lakh crore textile market. "India
exports Rs 4 lakh crore worth of textiles
today. So you can map the growth and job
potential," Goyal said.

The minister said Rahul didn't not

know that the US production of cotton
was very small, and after domestic con-
sumption, US exports of cotton and yarn
stood at only $6 billion. "He also doesn't
know that Bangladesh imports $2.7 bil-
lion cotton from India, which they will
have to continue doing because the US
does not have any surplus cotton. Hence,
with the huge potential for growth in our
textile sector, demand for Indian cotton
will continuously grow and increase the
income of farmers," the minister said.

Goyal said under the earlier Congress
government, Foreign Trade Policy and
SEZ Act allowed duty-free import of raw
material, including cotton, to be used for
producing export goods.

"When Rahul attacks zero-duty
imports for export, he is attacking his own
party policies. What an ignorant Leader of
Opposition. No wonder he fails in elec-
tions," said Goyal. Rahul, in a statement
earlier, said if India imports American
cotton, farmers would be ruined.

"If we don't import it, our textile
industry will lag and get destroyed. And
now, Bangladesh is giving signals that it
may reduce or even stop importing cotton
from India," he said, adding that the tex-
tile sector employs five crore families and
the US deal would destroy it.

94.5% kids survive after cancer treatment: Study US, Russia among 72 nations

NEW DELHI, Agency:
For thousands of families
across India, the words "can-
cer-free" mark relief and new
beginnings. But what happens
after treatment ends has, until
now, remained largely undoc-
umented in the country.On the
eve of International Childhood
Cancer Day, researchers
released findings from India's
first large, national childhood
cancer survivorship pro-

all children

psychosocial

gramme, tracking more than
5,400 children who completed
treatment across 20 centres,
including in Delhi, Mumbai,

Chennai, Kolkata and
Bengaluru.

Launched in 2016 by
Indian Paediatric

Haematology Oncology Group,
the Indian Childhood Cancer
Survivorship study is pub-

AIIMS, New Delhi,
idea was conceptualised in
2014 and became operational
by 2016. The analysis includes
data from 2016 to 2024.

"For years, the focus was
only on acute care - that chil-
dren should survive," she said.
"But now we know many do

said the

2024,

sion.

overall survival rate stands at
94.5%, while event-free sur-
vival is at 89.9%. Two years
after treatment, the survival
rate rises to 98.2%. As of Dec
follow-up data was
available for 5,140 children,
with 92% alive and in remis-

Leukaemia accounted for

cancers.

Western data.
none," she said.

leading cancers treated. Nearly
received
chemotherapy, about one in
four underwent radiotherapy,
nearly one-third required sur-
gery and more than half need-
ed blood transfusions.

Seth said survivors may
face long-term medical and
challenges,
including fertility concerns,
cardiac dysfunction, cognitive
issues, relapse and second
"These late effects
need to be systematically cap-
tured. Until now, we were
largely extrapolating from
India had

While the published analy-
sis covers 20 centres, nearly 35
to 36 centres are now con-
tributing data. "This gives us
our own baseline," Seth said.

New Delhi, Agency:
The Indian Navy is gearing
up to mark a defining
moment in India's maritime
story as Visakhapatnam will
host both the International
Fleet Review (IFR) and
Exercise MILAN from Feb 15
to 25, placing the 'City of
Destiny' once again at the
heart of India's Indo-Pacific
strategy.

three countries,"

"The current edition of IFR and
MILAN exercise will be larger in
scope and deeper in meaning as
navies of 72 countries, including US
and Russia, will participate and the
mega joint naval events will feature
over 60 warships and naval aircraft of
a Navy source told
Media. The IFR will position India's

to take part in ﬂeet review

'BRP Miguel Malvar' (FFG-06) and a
UAE Navy warship, Al Emarat. Since

2001, India has used IFRs and
opened its ports to allied navies to
project maritime strength.

The star of Operation Sindoor's
naval leg, aircraft carrier INS
Vikrant, is all set to be the centre of
attraction at the fleet review. The
Vikrant carrier battle

lished in 'The Lancet Regional
Health - Southeast Asia'. Lead
author Dr Rachna Seth, chief
of the oncology division in the
department of paediatrics at

survive, and they have decades
of life ahead of them. What
matters next is how they live
after treatment."”

The early findings are
encouraging. The five-year

41% of cases, making it the
most common diagnosis in the
cohort. Hodgkin lymphoma,
bone tumours and retinoblas-
toma were also among the

The median follow-up peri-
od so far is 3.9 years from
diagnosis. About 5.7% experi-
enced relapse and 4.9% died
during follow-up.

eastern seaboard as a focal point for
naval diplomacy and multilateral
maritime engagement. Warships and
assets from Germany, Philippines
and the UAE are participating for the
first time, including the Philippines'

group,
deployed in the northern Arabian
Sea, played a key role in the strate-
gy of compellence, thereby forcing
the Pakistan Navy to be in a defen-
sive posture.

Divided by conflict, Meltels and Kukis unite on a football fieldp

IMPHAL, Agency: : In vil-
lages across the foothllls near
western Imphal, young men have
spent nearly three years taking
turns through the night, standing
at the edge of their settlements
with sticks and torches after eld-
ers decided vigilance was no
longer optional. In Kuki villages,
night patrols began almost
immediately after clashes erupt-
ed on May 3, 2023. In Naga-
majority ones, they intensified
after tensions flared in Litan this
week.

Some of these youngsters
were brought to Assam Rifles'
New Keithelmanbi Garrison ear-
lier this week after finishing
guard duty that morning, reports
Vishant Agarwala. They are foot-
ballers. From Monday to

Thursday, 13 teams - eight Naga,
three Meitei and two Kuki - from ground

nearby villages gathered at the

for

garrison's uneven, dusty football
Assam Rifles'
Foothills Football Tournament,

organised under
Sadbhavana.
Keithelmanbi lies along the
seam where the Imphal Valley
rises into the surrounding hills, a
geography that has hardened
into buffer zones and guarded
perimeters. The teams were
named after nearby villages. But
even a distance of 4km can carry
more meaning than it suggests.
The Kuki teams - including
Haibung FC which reached
Thursday's final - crossed the
buffer zone for the first time
since May 2023 in Assam Rifles
buses with guards.Football has
often mirrored deeper fractures
within societies already under
strain. The 1990 clash between
Dinamo Zagreb and Red Star
Belgrade came to symbolise

Operation

Yugoslavia unravelling. The so-
called "Football War" between El
Salvador and Honduras in 1969
entered history as an example of
how a match can ignite terrain
already primed for conflict. In
those instances, football did not
invent grievance, it amplified
it.In Keithelmanbi, football was
asked to restrain. The organisers
approached the tournament with
caution.

Senior Assam Rifles officers
addressed the teams before kick-
off and made the terms clear:
play in the spirit of the sport; any
attempt to injure an opponent
would result in an immediate red
card; an extremely severe offence
would lead to disqualification of
the entire team. "Refereeing is
always contentious, so we used
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soldiers from outside the north-
east,” an officer told Media.
Security personnel lined the
perimeter. From the commen-
tary area, a Hindi voice narrated
play and returned to one appeal
whenever tackles grew heavy:
"Khel ki sadbhavana banaye
rakhein. Referee ke nirnay ka
paalan karein." Maintain the
game's spirit. Referee's decision
is final. The first semifinal at
8am on Wednesday featured two
100% Meitei teams - New
Keithelmanbi Team B and
KTYWA Keinou. The second car-
ried a heavier backdrop.
Khonglong Naga Youth Club
faced Haibung FC. Days earlier,
violence had flared between
Kukis and Nagas about 100km
away in Litan in Ukhrul district.



