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Defence spend, upgradein line |;
with current realities: PM Modi

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday cited the global con-
text to argue in favour of mod-
ernising India's defence sector,
while calling upon the private
sector to step up its act and share
the gains with workers and share-
holders.

"Since Day 1, our govt has
been clear we will do whatever it
takes to support our defence
forces and strengthen them. Yes,
this year's allocation is a record
high, but viewing it in isolation
only provides a limited perspec-
tive...As technology reshapes the
world, our armed forces must be
equipped with the best of Indian
innovation and industry. As a
nation that is playing an increas-
ingly important role in the world,
we have a duty to modernise our
defence sector in line with cur-

High Court rejects bail plea of suspended
Punjab Police DIG Harcharan Bhullar

New Delhi,
Agency: The Punjab
and Haryana High
Court on Monday
rejected the bail plea
of suspended Punjab
Police DIG Harcharan
Singh Bhullar, cur-
rently confined in the
Chandigarh Model
Jail. Bhullar had
moved the High Court
on January 9 seeking
the grant of regular
bail. Among other
things, he told the
court that investiga-
tions stood concluded
and the final investi-
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gation report had already been filed
on December 3 last year rendering
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rent realities," PM Modi told PTI
in an interview.

The comments come in the
backdrop of an increasingly-frag-
ile world, which is undergoing a
shift in the power equations with
the US and China seeking to
stamp their expansionist policies,
while conflicts in Ukraine and
West Asia have been going on
with no immediate resolution in
sight. India has to contend with

service, eliminating any plausible
apprehension of influencing witness-

hostilities in the neighbourhood
with cyber technology adding to
challenges. The PM referred to
Operation  Sindoor, which
showed India's familiarisation
with the tech warfare.

The entire nation is proud of
the courage shown by our armed
forces during Operation Sindoor.
During the operation, one could
see the benefits of the reforms we
have undertaken in the last
decade. Therefore, defence budg-
ets, modernisation, etc, all these
are parts of our continuous effort
and need not be linked to any
particular issue. Yes, the reality is
that our nation has to be strong
and be prepared at all times, and
that is what we are doing," PM
Modi said.

Asked about the recent trade
agreements, the PM said that
they have been part of India's

New data presented

week at a national consulta-
tion on prison overcrowding
by the India Justice Report in
collaboration with Prayas, a
field action project of the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences,
shows the scale of the strain.
Over 300 prisons across India
are running at twice their
capacity, a level at which even

global integration with the world,
which has picked pace in recent
times. Asserting that the recent
deals - from the UK to the EU -
have been in the pipeline for
years and will help Indian pro-
ducers diversify their markets
besides opening opportunities for
service professionals.

"These trade agreements are
significant not merely because of
tariff reductions but because of
supply-chain integration and
market access in advanced
economies. They gradually liber-
alise manufacturing tariffs, deep-
en services integration and cre-
ate new avenues for labour-

intensive exports such as textiles,
footwear, electronics and engi-
neering goods. In that sense,
they support structural transfor-
mation rather than simply boost-

ing headline trade numbers.

last

pressure points.

In Delhi's

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Govt on Sunday said India
added a record power genera-
tion capacity of 52,537
megawatts (52.5 GW) from all
energy sources in the first 10
months of the 2025-26 financial
year, taking the total installed
capacity to 520.6 GW as of Jan
2026.

Officials said over 75% of
this addition came from renew-
able energy, while the rest came
from thermal sources. "This
marks the highest ever capacity
addition in a single year, sur-
passing the previous record of
34,054 MW (34 GW) achieved
during FY 2024-25," the min-
istry of power said in a state-
ment, adding that installed
capacity grew by nearly 11% in
10 months compared with the
last financial year.

However, according to
Central Electricity Authority's
monthly reports, installed
capacity in March 2025 was
recorded at 475.3 GW. Officials

peaked at 450% in 2022.

further custodial
unnecessary.
In his petition filed through coun-

interrogation

es or tampering with the evidence.
The petitioner also claimed that
the complainant in the matter was

basics like sleeping space,
healthcare and supervision
become difficult.

Central Jail No. 4, overcrowd-
ing has risen steadily since
2020, reaching 550% in 2023.

The biggest reason prisons
remain this crowded is not a
surge in convictions, but delay.

India adds record 52.5 GW
in first 10 months of FY26

sald nearly 2 GW of coal-fired,
4.4 GW of gas-based and 100
MW of nuclear capacity had
been under prolonged outage -
were not working - and were
written off from the total capac-
ity. According to govt's state-
ment, renewable energy sources
added 39.7 GW to capacity,
including 35 GW of solar and
4.6 GW of wind power. Large
hydro projects added 3.4 GW
during FY 2025-26, thermal
added 8.8 GW and nuclear 700
MW. India now has fossil fuel-
based capacity of 248.5 GW,
while non-fossil fuel capacity
stands at 272 GW.

Over 300 prlsons runnmg at twice thelr capacity

New Delhi, Agency: On
paper, India's prison crisis is
usually flattened into neat
averages. Occupancy hovers at
121%, budgets have inched up,
new capacity added. The lived
reality is less reassuring.In
parts of the country, jails are
operating without doctors,
without counsellors, and with
inmates left in limbo even as
the barracks continue to fill.

periods inside. The share of
undertrials jailed for three to
five years has nearly doubled
over the past decade, and in
2023, nearly one in four
undertrials nationwide had
. already spent between one and
three years in prison. In West
Bengal, Manipur and Jammu
& Kashmir, the proportion is
even higher.

Who stays stuck in this
waiting room of justice is not
random. Around two-thirds of
undertrials and nearly 70% of
convicts come from SC, ST or
OBC communities that often
have less access to legal help
and fewer resources to secure
bail quickly. While caste data
is unavailable, the overrepre-
sentation of marginalised
communities inside prisons is
telling of social inequalities.

Around 30% of guarding

sel Nikhil Ghai, Bhullar claimed that
the prosecution proposed to examine
predominantly then official witnesses
and the complainant in the case. The
petitioners stood suspended from

granted protection as per the High
Court orders. The trap, as alleged,
pertained to the co-accused. It did
not pertain to direct acceptance or
recovery from the petitioner.

The report on prison capac-
ities cautions that state and
national averages often mask
ground realities.
jails reveal far more extreme

Gumla

Individual

Danapur Sub-Jail in Bihar and
district
Jharkhand have operated at
over 300% capacity, while
Kandi Sub-Jail in West Bengal

jail  in

Around 76% of India's prison
population consists of under-
trials, many of whom have not
been found guilty of any crime.
They are also spending longer

staff posts are vacant nation-
wide, while 29 states have not
sanctioned even a single men-
tal health professional for pris-
ons, despite rising stress and
self-harm among inmates.

US Admiral lauds India's 'tactical execution' of Op Sin- Canine lovers throng dog show
door says defence ties on steeply upward trajectory’

NEW DELHI, Agency: US com-
mander of Indo Pacific Command
Admiral Samuel J. Paparo, during his
India visit on Sunday, "applauded the tac-
tical execution" of the Indian military
operations against Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor and said "there is
always a lesson to learn from every con-
flict in the world".He said the US-India
defence relationship is on a "steeply
upward trajectory”, even as he flagged
concerns about increasing "coercion" and
"aggression" in the Indo-Pacific region.

In reply to a Media query about his
views on Op Sindoor, the US commander,
who was interacting with a select group of
journalists, said, "First of all, I have
tremendous reverence for the terrible
event (Pahalgam terror attack) that pre-
ceded the crisis. In my discussion with my
partners, I applaud the tactical execution
(of operations). We also sincerely applaud
the restraint that was exhibited. We hope
to work together to see that such a terrible
event doesn't happen again." The Admiral
also said that he has seen a deep commit-
ment from the Indian military to learn

A

lessons from this conflict.

Asked what lessons the US took away
from Op Sindoor which saw Chinese
weapons being used by Pakistan, Admiral
Paparo said, "Complex long-range
weapons have complex long- range kill
chains". With the "combination of sen-
sors, communication, propulsion, war-
heads, seekers in the 21st century, geogra-
phy is no longer a commodity..."

On China's increasing military might,
the Admiral, who is responsible for all US
military operations in the region, said,
"Deterrence is our highest duty. It is my
job to think through the worst-case sce-
nario and to be prepared for that. India

shares some of those concerns in the
Indo-Pacific, as the region is home to 60%
of the world's population, more than 60%
of the world's GDP and seven of the
world's largest militaries.

"We deal with those concerns with the
growing partnerships... mutually respect-
ful, sovereign relationship between the
world's oldest democracy and the world's
largest democracy," he said, adding both
the US and India are committed to the
principles of sovereignty, freedom of nav-
igation and freedom of seas.

"We applaud India as a great net con-
tributor to the security of the Indian
Ocean region," he said. The two sides are
also looking at boosting maritime security
cooperation, including in the sphere of
undersea domain awareness.

With the impending MILAN exercise
in mind, Admiral Paparo said, "It is great
to see the deepening of Indo-US defence
partnership, enshrined in the recent
defence agreement signed in Kuala
Lumpur (Oct 31, 2025) between US
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth and Indian
defence minister Rajnath Singh.

am1d r1s1ng dog blte case_s in Punjab

Chandigarh, Agency: Even as
Punjab grapples with a sharp rise in
dog bite cases, hundreds of dog
lovers gathered at the Polo Ground
in Patiala on Sunday for the annual

All Breed Championship Dog
Shows. Dog lovers from over 10
states took part in the event, held
under the aegis of the Patiala
Kennel Club.

The show was held against the
backdrop of growing concern over
stray dog attacks in Patiala and
adjoining villages. Health

Department data reveals that dog
bite cases in the district rose from
13,000 in 2022 to an estimated
16,000 in 2023. In 2024, Punjab
recorded 2,13,521 dog bite cases, an
increase of more than 11,000 cases
compared to 2023. Ludhiana was the
worst-affected city, followed by
Patiala and SAS Nagar.

Despite the surge in cases, animal
birth control programmes are cur-
rently being implemented only with-
in the Municipal Corporation limits,
with no such initiatives in rural areas.

India-US trade deals fully protect farmers: Amit Shah

New Delhi, Agency: Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Sunday accused the Congress
and its MP Rahul Gandhi of mis-
leading farmers over India's
trade agreements with the
United States, the United
Kingdom and the European
Union. Shah asserted that the
PM Modi-led government had
ensured complete protection for
agriculture and the dairy sector
in every pact.

Addressing a gathering in
Gandhinagar, Shah dismissed
the Opposition's claims that free
trade agreements would damage
farmers' interests. He said the
allegations were baseless and
aimed at creating fear among
cultivators and cattle rearers.

Shah said it was ironic that

the Congress was speaking about
farmers' welfare. He alleged that

the party had a history of mis-
leading the public and was now

spreading falsehoods about
international trade agreements.

He maintained that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
taken special care to shield farm-
ers, fishermen and livestock
rearers in every agreement
signed with the European Union,
the United Kingdom and the
United States. He assured farm-
ers across the country that there
was no cause for concern. In all
the trade deals, adequate safe-
guards had been built in to pro-
tect Indian agriculture and dairy,
he added. He also rejected the
Congress's claim that the agree-
ments would weaken the dairy
sector, stating that the present
government had in fact strength-
ened and expanded it.

Referring  to Gandhi's

remarks that the Prime Minister
had damaged India's dairy
industry through trade deals,
Shah said such statements were
untrue. He asserted that the
Modi-led government had
ensured full security for dairy
farmers in every agreement,
while simultaneously opening
global markets for Indian agri-
cultural and fisheries products.
Shah challenged Gandhi to a
public debate on the issue. He
said Gandhi could choose any
platform and that even the presi-
dent of the BJP Yuva Morcha
would be ready to discuss who
had actually harmed farmers and
who had worked for their wel-
fare. He reiterated that the
Opposition was deliberately mis-
representing the free trade

agreements with the European
Union and the United Kingdom,
as well as the trade arrangement
with the United States.

Drawing a comparison
between the UPA and NDA gov-
ernments, Shah claimed that the
Modi government had procured
significantly more grain from
farmers at the minimum support
price than the Congress-led
regime. He said that in 10 years,
the NDA had purchased many
times more grain than what was
procured during the UPA's
tenure. Besides, the agriculture
budget had been substantially
increased under Modi, rising
from Rs 26,000 crore during the
previous government to over Rs
1,09,000 crore and later to Rs
1,209,000 crore, he said.



