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Piyush Mishra and Pankaj Tripathi
bring wit and wisdom to DU Lit Fest

New Delhi, Agency: Even
as book stalls lined the University
Stadium at North Campus last
week, students thronged the hall
to cheer and wave at Piyush
Mishra and Pankaj Tripathi,
overwhelming security on two
separate days at the inaugural
Delhi University Literature
Festival. Sharing memories of
their college days and engaging
the crowd with trademark
humour, the National School of
Drama alumni emerged as high-
lights of the fest's first two days.

'Jab bhi mauka lagta hai Dilli

hua karta tha - pita hua aashiq.
Woh tumhari generation ne
gayab kar diya. Romance ka ek
ajeeb-o-gareeb tareeka nikaal liya
hai. Tumhare breakups hote
hain, dil nahi toot'te. Tum logon
ne lutf khatam kar diya hai. Prem
ke bina zindagi kuch bhi nahi
hai."

'NSD ne mujhe sab kuch diya
hai'The actor, who spent 20 years
in Delhi's theatre circuit before
moving to Mumbai to pursue
films, shared that he still enjoys
visiting the campus. "NSD ne
mujhe sab kuch diya hai." He

zaroor aata hun'

In conversation with Anoop
Lather, in a session titled after his
song Ek Bagal Mein Chaand
Hoga, Mishra spoke about his
struggling years as an actor and
his bond with Delhi on Day 1 of
the fest. "Dilli se mera rishta kuch

aur hai. Dilli meri mehbooba hai,
aur Mumbai se meri shaadi ho
gayi hai. Jab bhi mauka lagta hai
Dilli zaroor aata hoon."

Sharing his affection for Gen
Z, he said, "Main Gen Z se bahut
pyaar karta hoon. Gen Z se koi
parhez nahi hai. Bade achche log

ho tum, bas thodi jaldbaazi kar
jaate ho woh alag baat hai." With
his signature tongue-in-cheek
humour, he added, "Main per-
form youth ke liye karta hoon,
lekin ek bada aarop hai tumhare
upar. Hamare zamane mein
mohalle mein ek phenomenon

added that his home in Mumbai
is always open to struggling
artistes. "Jo log struggle karte
huye akela mehsoos karte hain,
unke liye ek parivaar hai Mumbai
mein. Mujhe koi parivaar nahi
mila apne time mein, lekin main
woh sahara banna chahta hun.

New Delhi,
Agency: A firing inci-
dent was reported in

northwest Delhi's
Adarsh Nagar  on
Tuesday.

According to the

police, a PCR call was

received at Adarsh
Nagar police station
around 10.05 pm

regarding gunshots fired
outside a residence in
the area. The com-
plainant, a 42-year-old
woman, alleged that a
man identified as Bedu (22),
who allegedly had a prior dis-
pute with her son, arrived out-
side their house around 9.45
pm and fired one round in the
air before fleeing the spot.
Based on her statement, an FIR
under Section 125 (act endan-
gering life or personal safety of
others) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita was registered at
Adarsh Nagar police station.
Police said the accused is

Gunshot fired outside house in Delhi's
Adarsh Nagar; accused on the run

Wy

0N

found to previously have been
involved in an attempt to mur-
der case registered at Model
Town police station in 2022.
Originally a resident of Ashok
Vihar, he is currently believed
to be staying in a rented accom-

modation in Burari. Police
teams are conducting raids to
apprehend him.

Police added that the com-
plainant's son is also involved in
a theft case registered in 2024
at the same police station.

Only awareness and enforcement can Heart & soul of Delhi's 'model' town: A colony built around 6.5-acre lake
put end to underage driving; Experts

New Delhi, Agency: Underage
driving poses a serious threat on
Delhi roads. Last year, traffic police
challaned 125 minors for the offence.
In 2024, the figure was over 350. This
year, till Feb 15, nine minors were
challaned, compared to five during
the same period last year. Many of
them are fascinated by driving, police
say, and often slip away with the keys
to their parents' cars or two-wheeler.
When the authorities interact with
these parents following an accident,
most claim they were in the dark and
assure police they will take steps to
ensure it does not happen again.

Apart from registering a case
against such a minor for underage
driving, action is also taken against
the owner of the vehicle under sec-
tion 199A of Motor Vehicles Act,
which holds guardians or owners of
vehicles liable when a minor commits
a traffic offence.

Last Oct, a 16-year-old girl was
apprehended after the car she was
driving fatally hit a 64-year-old man
who was crossing a road in Shahbad
Dairy. Later, a case was filed against

A

the girl's mother. A 32-year-old facto-
ry worker died after a car driven by a
minor dragged him for nearly 600
metres in northwest Delhi's
Samaypur Badli last Aug. The minor
was apprehended and a case was filed
against his sister for allowing him to
take the wheel.

There has been a sharp rise in the
number of challans issued for allow-
ing unauthorised people to drive. In
2024, over 1.6 lakh such cases were
recorded in Delhi, which jumped to
more than 2.6 lakh the next year. A
senior police officer said this is the
result of owners handing over their
cars or two-wheelers to people with-
out valid licences, either out of trust
or for convenience.

New Delhi, Agency: Not
every colony in Delhi has a pri-
vate lake, but Model Town
does, its residents proudly
point out. Developed by DLF
Group in the early 1950s, the
north Delhi colony became
known for its luxurious bunga-
lows and villas, recalls 82-
year-old Dharmendra Pratap,
a retired bank employee.
"When I moved here in 1960,
there were only a few houses.
Although it has grown beauti-
fully over time with multi-
storey residences, markets and
modern amenities, Naini Lake
has remained its soul."

For generations, the 6.5-
acre lake is more than a recre-
ational space; it is a repository
of childhood memories.
Tucked amid busy lanes, it
offers residents a chance to
boat on its glimmering waters
or take leisurely strolls along
its banks. Developed in the
early 1960s, the waterbody is a
focal point for community
gatherings, picnics and recre-
ation.

Juhi Chaudhary, a resident
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involved in Save Naini Lake
campaign, recalls her father
used to take her paddle-boat-
ing before school. "A quiet
morning on the water was my
little reward. The lake was
clean and blooming with lotus-
es. During his college days, my
father used to play cricket on
its dry bed in summer."

Many echoed her senti-
ment. "No matter how much
the colony develops, as long as
the lake remains, Model Town
will always feel like home,"
says another resident.

Today, as its condition
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deteriorates and the number
of migratory birds visiting it
decline, residents hope it will
be revived and protected for
future generations. "If govt
doesn't take serious action, the
lake may die in the coming
years," says Sanjay Gupta,
president of Model Town
Residents Welfare
Association. The lake may be
its soul and identity, but
Model Town - one of Delhi's
oldest planned residential
colonies - has other positives
too, like accessibility, Gupta
says. "It has fantastic metro

connectivity and was among
the first colonies in Delhi to
receive extensive coverage
with two stations and direct
connectivity to ISBT, Gurgaon
and south Delhi," he adds.

Model Town boasts several
senior secondary schools,
three private hospitals and
sporting facilities like
Chhatrasal Stadium, devel-
oped during the 2010
Commonwealth Games, along
with markets that have grown
steadily over the years. Its
street food is popular too, with
people queuing up for
chholebhature at its long-run-
ning eateries. The residents
say while the colony is well-
connected and vibrant, con-
cerns remain over its ageing
civic infrastructure and safe-
ty, with snatchings, car thefts
and burglaries reported fre-
quently. Moreover, conver-
sion of single-storey houses
into four-floor structures
have impacted drainage sys-
tems, leading to frequent
overflow, they say, calling for
a robust sewer system.

'Give Real-Time Info On Hospital Beds'

Delhi's Vasant Vihar: A name that still carries an emotional weight

New Delhi, Agency: In the mid-
1950s, as independent India's bureau-
cracy expanded, central govt employ-
ees began forming cooperative hous-
ing societies in Delhi, planning com-
munities for post-retirement years.
Vasant Vihar was one of them.

Located near Chanakyapuri, the
colony took shape in the 1970s. Suresh
moved in as a 20-year-old young man
with his father, who was then working
in the defence ministry. "There were
only singlestorey houses then - some
250 gaj, some 2,000 gaj. Beautiful

roughly 50% open space and 50%
built-up area. Over time, the latter
expanded significantly, changing the
colony's character.

The green cover, one of the colony's
biggest strengths, bloomed through
planting drives led by locals, notes
Vivek Tandon, whose father was an
original allottee. A census counted
nearly 15,000 trees, while large parks
acted as shared breathing spaces.

Vasant Vihar's civic infrastruc-
ture, however, is under growing pres-
sure. Built near the Ridge, the area

parks. It was a completely different
world," he recalls. "Even now, when I say
I live in Vasant Vihar, people instantly
light up." The colony's character had been
shaped by its residents - many retired or
nearing retirement. They forged a slow
lifestyle and strong social bond. The
neighbourhood functioned like an extend-
ed family - festivals were celebrated
together, community functions were com-
mon and gardening competitions were big

events.

Over time, this

social cohesion
changed. As younger generations entered
demanding careers, community participa-
tion reduced. "We got tied up with work,

so we weren't as socially involved," says a
second-generation resident. For the elder-
ly, the core spirit hasn't disappeared. "For
me, it's still the same. There's no place in
Delhi like this," says another local.

Because of the colony's proximity to
the diplomatic enclave, many houses
belonging to officers posted outside Delhi
were rented out - often to embassies and
foreign mission staff - giving the area an
early cosmopolitan character. The plan-
ning was ahead of its time.

Plot sizes varied widely, blocks were
designed with nearby schools, and water
distribution was planned at a city level.
Originally, construction rules required

has limited room for expansion. Rising
population density has strained roads
and sewage systems have aged. Markets
designed for smaller populations now
handle far higher footfall. Encroachment
and parking pressure have added to the
civic strain. Safety remains a relative
strength. While residents acknowledge
no area can claim to be crime-free, most
say the colony remains safer than most
other areas. Accessibility is another plus

point. Educational institutions draw

social bridges.

younger families, helping maintain gen-
erational continuity, while institutions
like Vasant Vihar Club continue to act as

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi High
Court has emphasised that integrat-
ing hospitals through digital plat-
forms can significantly improve
patient care and ensure faster treat-
ment, especially during emergencies.
It has directed authorities to make
real-time information on bed avail-
ability and medical facilities across
the city accessible to the public.

In a recent order, a special bench
of Justices Prathiba M Singh and
Manmeet PS Arora noted that the
govt's NextGen e-Hospital platform
has the potential to enable seamless
sharing of patient data and treatment
records across hospitals, aiding bet-
ter diagnosis and continuity of care.
The court also called for the rollout of
a mobile application based on the
system.

The bench asked the Delhi health
secretary to ensure mandatory imple-
mentation of the NextGen e-Hospital
platform for admissions, inpatient
and outpatient services, and dis-
charge processes across 38 enrolled
hospitals. It further directed that all
these govt hospitals fully utilise the
platform and that efforts be made to

bring private hospitals on board as
well. The court was hearing matters
taken up on its own motion regarding
the strengthening of health infra-
structure and access to emergency
services in govt-run hospitals. During
the hearing, the National Informatics
Centre (NIC) made a presentation on
the Hospital Management
Information System (HMIS) and the
progress in implementing digital
modules across govt hospitals
through the e-Hospital platform.

"There can be no doubt that inte-
grating hospitals and sharing data
can greatly aid quick and effective
treatment, especially when patients
move from one hospital to another
without all records.

DDA to discontinue parking charges in housing scheme flat prices

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
has decided to discontinue the
levy of parking charges, includ-
ing covered parking, in the total
cost of flats offered under its
ongoing housing schemes in a
relief to homebuyers.

The move is expected to bring
down flat prices by Rs 5 lakh to
Rs 12 lakh. The immediate
reduction will be seen in the MIG
and HIG flats under four
schemes: DDA Karmayogi Awas
Yojana 2025 (FCFS), DDA
Towering Heights Karkardooma
Housing Scheme 2025 (E-
Auction), DDA Nagrik Awas
Yojana 2026 (FCFS) and DDA
Towering Heights Karkardooma
Housing Scheme 2026 (FCFS).

According to the authority's
order, the cost of constructing

4 'y
' ey
LS
/4, Yy
!; ;-'1'_’
197, el
g A el
§ i [ '-."

it

parking facilities will now be
subsumed within the overall
expenditure incurred for devel-
oping housing pockets while cal-
culating the plinth area rate
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(PAR) of flats. "No separate or
additional charges on account of
car or scooter garages or covered
or uncovered parking will be
added to the total cost," the order
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said. Officials clarified that buy-
ers who had already purchased
flats under these schemes and
paid parking charges will either
be reimbursed or have the
amount adjusted against future
instalments. "Buyers are given a
stipulated time to pay the flat
cost in instalments. The instal-
ment amount will be reduced
accordingly," an official said.

For instance, HIG flats under
the Karmayogi Awas Yojana with
an 11-sq-metre parking space
will see a price reduction of
around Rs 10 lakh, while MIG
flats under the same scheme are
expected to become cheaper by
Rs 4 lakh to Rs 5 lakh. The reduc-
tion will be higher for flats in the
Towering Heights Karkardooma
Housing Scheme, where parking
spaces are larger.

The plinth area of a flat is cal-
culated on the basis of the total
covered built-up area at floor
level. It includes the carpet area,
common utilities such as com-
munity halls and courtyards,
pump houses, and the thickness
of internal and external walls,
among other components.

Under the transit-oriented
development (TOD) scheme,
DDA offered 1,026 two-bedroom
flats in the Towering Heights
Karkardooma Housing Scheme,
priced between Rs 1.78 crore and
Rs 3.09 crore, depending on the
plinth area. The e-auction saw a
subdued response, with market
observers attributing it largely to
high reserve prices. With the
flats now being offered on a first-
come, first-served basis and
prices effectively reduced, the

authority expects improved
buyer interest and a stronger
sales momentum. With this deci-
sion, the revised methodology
adopted in Dec 2025 for calculat-
ing disposal prices will no longer
apply. The earlier formula
included adding the cost of con-
structing car or scooter garages
(plinth area of garage x 60% of
PAR, adjusted for depreciation)
and parking spaces (plinth area
of parking x PAR of parking,
adjusted for depreciation) to the
total flat cost. The new circular
will not affect DDA's policy on
the disposal pricing of stand-
alone garages or parking spaces
left unallotted after completion
of a scheme. It also does not alter
the authority's guidelines for the
disposal of EWS flats construct-
ed by private developers.



