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Prasoon Dutt Singh, affirmed that comprehensive
arrangements have been made to ensure the ceremony is
conducted with discipline, dignity, and exemplary organisation

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARTI:

Mahatma Gandhi Central
University(MGCU ) is
set to organise its Third
Convocation Ceremony on

April 4, 2026, in a grand
and dignified manner at the
Gandhi  Auditorium. The
Vice President of India, C.
P. Radhakrishnan, will grace
the occasion as the Chief

is witnessing a wave of
enthusiasm as preparations
enter their final phase. Vice-

Chancellor ~ Prof.  Sanjay
Srivastava stated that the
convocation is not merely

a formal degree-awarding
ceremony but a celebration of
years of dedication, discipline,
and academic excellence
demonstrated by students. He
emphasized that the university

continues to move forward
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Vice Presideﬂt of India

Shri C.P. Radhakrishnan

comprehensive arrangements
have been made to ensure
the ceremony is conducted
with  discipline,  dignity,
and exemplary organisation.

Member of Parliament
Shri Radha Mohan Singh

of India, Droupadi Murmu,
marking a historic milestone
for both Champaran and
the institution. The Second

Convocation  was  graced

MGGUB to Hold Third Convocation on April 4

Prof. Sanjay Srivastava,
VC,MGCU

New Delhi,Agency: Tamil
Nadu on Wednesday pitched for
greater federalism, with the
state assembly tabling the
Justice Kurian Joseph
Committee report on Centre-
state relations that recommend-
ed diminished powers for the
governor and a greater role for
states in constitutional amend-
ments.

In Part-1 of the report,
which runs into 387 pages, the
three-member panel said for
the appointment of state gover-
nors, Article 155 of the
Constitution should be amend-
ed "to bind the President to
appoint one of the three names

Guest and confer degrees with a strong commitment Faculty members, officers, by the then Vice President,
upon the graduating students. to knowledge, innovation, staff, and students are working Jagdeep Dhankhar, further
Member of Parliament and and nation-building, and collectively to make the event enhancing the university's
former Union Agriculture described the Vice President’s memorable and  historic. national recognition.
Minister Radha Mohan Singh presence as a moment of The university has already The Third Convocation is
will attend the ceremony immense pride and inspiration established a distinguished poised to become another
as the Guest of Honour, for the institution. Chairman tradition of convocation golden chapter in the
adding further national of the Overall Coordination ceremonies. The First university's growing legacy,
significance to the event. Committee, Prof. Prasoon Convocation was honoured by as degrees will be awarded
The university campus Dutt Singh, affirmed that the presence of the President to students across various

disciplines, celebrating their
achievements and inspiring
their future contributions to
society and the nation.

approved by a majority of the
state assembly". It recommend-
ed a non-renewable five-year
term for governors and pro-
posed they be barred from hold-
ing any further constitutional
office except that of the
President and the vice-presi-
dent.

CM MK Stalin called for con-

| TamilNadu reportwants
governors ‘defanged’

stitutional amendments and
structural reforms to decen-
tralise powers and provide
greater autonomy to states.
"How long should we remain
the receiver and the Union the
provider?" he said.

Governors should not hold
office in a political party or any
office of the executive, legisla-
ture or judiciary in the five
years preceding appointment,
the report said. It also sought
amendments to impose time-
lines for gubernatorial and
presidential action on bills, with
deemed assent on expiry, citing
the framework laid down by
Supreme Court in April 2025.

The committee recommend-
ed doing away with the gover-
nor's address at the start of an
assembly session and divesting
the governor of the statutory
role of chancellor of state uni-
versities.

"Dissolution (of the legisla-
tive assembly) shall be ordered
solely on ministerial advice," i
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130as 37seats goto nolls in March

New Delhi,Agency: The gov-
erning NDA is set to further strength-
en its tally in the Upper House after
biennial polls for 37 seats in Rajya
Sabha on March 16, but the fate of
prominent retiring members such as
Sharad Pawar (NCP-SP), Abhishek
Manu Singhvi (Congress), Ramdas
Athawale (RPI-A), Tiruchi Siva
(DMK) and Priyanka Chaturvedi
(Sena UBT) will depend on how their
respective parties coordinate with
their alliance partners. BJP-led
NDA's tally is expected to cross 130
with the advantage of at least four
additional members in Rajya Sabha,
whose current strength is 243 with
one vacancy each in Jharkhand and
West Bengal.

The states where seats will be
vacant in April are Maharashtra (7
seats), Tamil Nadu (6 ), West Bengal
(5), Bihar (5 ), Odisha (4), Assam (3),
Telangana, Chhattisgarh, Haryana (2
each), and Himachal Pradesh (1).

NDA has govts in six -
Maharashtra, Odisha, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana and Assam -
of the 10 states where seats will be
vacant due to members retiring, giv-
ing it a clear advantage. The opposi-
tion alliance has govts in Himachal
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Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Telangana and
West Bengal. In Maharashtra, since
the governing coalition, Mahayuti, is
expected to secure six seats as against
one by opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi, it's advantage NDA in the
state. On the other hand, MVA will
see a lot of political maneuvering as
the alliance will have to choose
between the candidates of Sena UBT
and NCP(SP). In case NCP(SP) sticks
with Pawar, it is to be seen whether
NCP extends his support to him amid
talks of a merger of the factions.
Despite not having the numbers, NCP
(SP) working president Supriya Sule
didn't rule out the possibility of nom-
inating her father, claiming that a
MVA meeting would be held soon to
finalise a name.

. Gahdriver, Illsiamllv llattleior survival

New Delhi,Agency:Fifty-
three-year-old Ajit Singh has
been bedridden since Feb 3
when an SUV being driven by a
minor crashed into his cab
after colliding with the motor-
cycle of Sahil Dhaneshra (23)
in Dwarka. While the young
biker died instantly, Singh suf-
fered severe head and rib
injuries. "Even breathing caus-
es me pain,” he tells Media
from his house in Dwarka's
Ambrahi village.

Singh, who earns Rs
25,000 a month, has been
driving a cab for over two
decades to support his family.
Out of action after the acci-
dent, he stares at an uncertain
future. The family's income
has shrunk to just Rs 10,000,
which his 21-year-old son,
Shivam, earns from his job at a
private firm in Gurgaon. A
third-year college student,
Shivam now leaves home at
dawn and returns past 11pm,

sacrificing the time he once
dedicated to study for his final
exams.

"The burden of the entire
household now rests on my
son's shoulders. I was the
main earning member. My
wife doesn't have a job, and my
two daughters are married.
For the next six months, I have
been advised bed rest. I need
my wife's help for even my
basic needs," says Singh, hop-

ing for monetary compensa-
tion to sustain his family for
the next few months.

Singh recalls how he would
often come across road acci-
dents since he began driving in
2004. "Whenever I saw a
crash, I would stop my car and
pray for the victims.
Gradually, I started wondering
whether I should quit driving
as the roads were becoming
more dangerous by the day.

But who knew I would be the
one fighting for my life?" he
says.

On Feb 3, as Singh's entire
life flashed before his eyes
moments after the crash,
bystanders were busy record-
ing videos. A group of college
students pulled him from the
wreckage and rushed him to
hospital in an e-rickshaw. "If it
weren't for them, I wouldn't
have survived. My cab was
completely crushed, and I
couldn't move," he says.

"The students somehow
pulled me out of the cab and
tried stopping cars so that
someone would take me to
hospital. But the drivers
slowed down, looked for a sec-
ond, and sped ahead. Finally,
the kids could stop an e-rick-
shaw. They even managed to
retrieve my phone, which was
damaged, from my cab," Singh
says.

New Delhi,Agency: Delhi Zoo is set
for a facelift under a Rs 400-crore mod-
ernisation plan that includes a walk-
through aviary, a nocturnal house, an
expanded veterinary hospital, a central

plaza and an auditorium.

The zoo will also aim to curb conges-

tion on Mathura Road.

Officials said the proposal has been
cleared by a delegated investment board.
A detailed project report will be prepared
in three months once the funds are allo-
cated and the project will be executed in

over four years.

The modernisation of the zoo, which
opened in 1959, plan aims to improve the
experience of visitors as well as animals.

One of the features is the walk-through
aviary, unlike the current system where
birds are caged. "At present, some sec-
tions of the aviary have net viewing, which
hampers clear viewing for the public. We
plan to improve the aviary so that visitors
can feel they are in the birds' habitat.
While walking in the aviary section, peo-

their chirping. However, there will be bar-
ricading so that people or birds are unable
to harm each other," a senior zoo official
said.Similarly, glass viewing panels will
be installed at animal enclosures for a
clearer view. Two other additions will
be a nocturnal house and CCTV cameras

ple will be able to see the birds or listen to

New Delhi,Agency:With

with AI. "Animals which are awake at
night and asleep in the day, like owls,
will be in the nocturnal house with min-
imal lighting," the official said. Though
cameras were installed in the zoo over
five years ago, the plan is to update
them.

deploy (more

personnel)."

New Delhi,Agency:Delhi Police
has registered an FIR under the Arms
Act after finding out that quick-com-
merce platform Blinkit has allegedly
been selling illegal knives online.

The complainant in the case, a
constable posted at Khyala police sta-
tion in west Delhi, stated that two
recent murders in the area had been
committed using knives purchased
through online platforms. One took
place last month and another - of a
14-year-old boy - in Feb.

Following these incidents, police
began scrutinising various e-com-
merce and quick-delivery platforms
offering knives for sale and found
Blinkit selling prohibited ones, an
officer said.

Knives exceeding the maximum
permitted blade length of 7.62 cm
and width of 1.72 ¢cm are considered
illegal under the Arms Act.

As part of a verification exercise,
the constable placed an order for a
knife on Blinkit on Feb 13 to ascertain
whether the product complied with

was ironic that while the summit

the legal specifications, deputy com-
missioner of police (west) Darade
Sharad Bhaskar said. The delivery
address was the second floor of
Khyala police station. The knife,
which cost Rs 710, was delivered at
4.05 pm the same day.

"The knife was found to be 'garari-
dar' (can be manually opened and
closed) and had a steel blade 8 cm
long and 2.5 cm wide. Hence, it was
illegal," the DCP said.

The tax invoice named the online
platform as the seller, with an
address in west Delhi's Tihar village.
Based on these findings, a case under
Sections 25, 54 and 59 of the Arms
Act was registered.

Following further investigations,
16 illegal knives were seized from var-
ious dark stores and outlets linked to
Blinkit across Delhi on Feb 15. Police
teams continued their raids the fol-
lowing day and recovered 32 more
such knives from a warehouse of the
platform located in Gugaon's
Farrukhnagar.

fiic Cops Have Their Hands Full

and heavy security build-up

several heads of states descend-
ing on the capital for the Al sum-
mit, traffic management across
central Delhi switched into a
high-security mode on
Wednesday. Given the sheer
scale and sensitivity of VVIP
movement and the fact it was a
weekday, traffic crawled its way
on several stretches, past barri-
cades and intersections that were
tightly controlled by police.

The first wave of VVIP move-
ments began in the morning with
the arrival of delegates for the
summit and continued through
the afternoon. Every arrival
impacted the stretches around
the airport as the convoys head-
ed to hotels like The Oberoi, The
Claridges, Le Meridien, The
Imperial, Leela Palace, Taj

A commuter wrote on social
media, "There's heavy traffic
towards Terminal 1. Please
advise Delhi Traffic Police to

Palace, Hyatt Regency and The
Ashok. National Traffic on
National Highway-8 and Dhaula
Kuan were severely impacted.
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Another posted, "International
travel now feels faster than
reaching home from the airport.
Delhi traffic tests patience more
than immigration queues."
While the strictest traffic
restrictions were expected later
in the day, especially near 6 pm
when the delegates were to move
to Bharat Mandapam, the venue
of the summit, their individual
schedules affected traffic earlier
as multiple convoys moved to
Hyderabad House, AIIMS and
other public locations, depend-
ing on bilateral meetings and
other engagements of the VVIPs.
Till 4 pm, at least 40 such 'move-
ment cycles' had already taken
place, according to a source.
Anjali, a commuter, said it

promises to simplify life through
technology, traffic chaos made
movement across central Delhi
difficult. Approaching Bharat
Mandapam via Mathura Road or
nearby arteries felt daunting, she
said. Anjali left GK-II at 3.40 pm
for a meeting near Parliament,
but her route kept on changing
as the traffic situation worsened
near Lajpat Nagar. "Diversions
via Ring Road, South Extension,
Defence Colony and Golf Links
all led to more snarls," she said.
Running extremely late, she
finally had to cancel the meeting
and reached her ITO office at 5
pm.

There were multiple reports
of prolonged checks on roads
near central Delhi hotel zones

around India Gate, which also
slowed down traffic. Congestion
was reported across multiple
stretches through the day,
including Teen Murti Chowk, the
Barapullah Road stretch, Sardar
Patel Marg, Ring Road (AIIMS-
sensitive stretch), South
Extension corridor, Mathura
Road, Pragati Maidan Tunnel, C-
Hexagon, Connaught Place outer
circle, Mother Teresa Crescent,
Dhaula Kuan, NH-8 Delhi-
Gurgaon stretch, and Golf Links,
New Delhi. Officials from Delhi
Traffic Police said simultaneous-
ly managing multiple high-secu-
rity delegations across different
routes is a complex and real-time
operation, especially on a week-
day.



