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‘Thankyou Indiar’: French President Macron
shares hl!lllll!lllls 0' histhree-dayvisit

NEW DELHI,Agency:
French President Emmanuel
Macron on Thursday concluded
his three day visit to India with a
"Thank You India!" message,
after attending the India AI
Impact Summit 2026 and hold-
ing bilateral talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

In a post on X, Macron shared
a video of moments from his visit
along with a note saying "Thank
You India!", appreciating the
warm welcome he received dur-
ing the trip.

During the visit, Macron met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and interacted with global tech-
nology leaders, signalling deeper
cooperation between Paris and
New Delhi in artificial intelli-
gence, innovation and strategic
sectors. Addressing the India AI
Impact Summit 2026, Macron
began with a greeting that drew
applause from the audience.

"Namaste. Thank you very
much for welcoming us to this
magnificent city, in this magnifi-
cent country. It's great to be back
after my 2024 state visit for this
Artificial Intelligence Impact
Summit hosted by you, Prime
Minister," he said.

Praising India's digital trans-
formation over the past decade,

he said, "10 years ago, a street
vendor in Mumbai could not
open a bank account. No address,
no papers, no access and today
the same vendor accepts pay-
ments on his phone."

He added, "India built some-
thing that no other country in the
world has built. A digital identity
for 1.4 billion people. A payment

system that now processes 20 bil-
lion transactions every month. A
health infrastructure that has
issued 500 million digital health
IDs. Here are the results. They
call it the India Stack Open
Interoperable Sovereign."

On the sidelines of the sum-
mit, Macron met Google CEO
Sundar Pichai and discussed dig-
ital cooperation and the priorities
of the French G7 Presidency.

"Solutions to our digital chal-
lenges are not found on Google,
but built with Google and all
stakeholders. At the Delhi AI
Summit, together with Sundar
Pichai, we discussed the priorities
of the French G7 Presidency. And
I shared one message: Choose
France!" Macron posted on X.

Pichai responded, "With its
leadership of the G7, France has a
pivotal role to play in unlocking
the opportunities of AI, and we
are proud to be a partner."”

Raipur,Agency:
Chhattisgarh HC has dis-
missed a juvenile's appeal
for bail in a 2025 murder
case, saying such relief
can't be treated as an
absolute or automatic rig-
ht and release will "defeat
the ends of justice" given
the gravity of the offence.

Justice Arvind Kumar
Verma upheld earlier
orders of Juvenile Justice
Board (JJB) and a sessions
court in Chhattisgarh's Dhamtari,
and held the HC was "not convinced"
that a juvenile could claim bail with-
out courts examining the nature of
the offence.

"JJB and the sessions court right-
ly prioritised child protection over
routine bail in a heinous offence like
murder. Such acts amount to a grave
rupture of social order, violate the
inherent dignity of childhood, and
demand collective vigilance to
restore moral balance," Justice
Verma observed in his Feb 13 judg-
ment.

The minor filed the criminal revi-

sion plea under the Juvenile Justice
Act, 2015, challenging the order of
the sessions court on Oct 31, 2025
rejecting bail. He allegedly stabbed
Vikas Dhruv in Dhamtari following
an altercation on June 6 last year.

The minor's counsel argued that
the lower courts had failed to appre-
ciate the reformative spirit of the
2015 law, and continued detention in
an observation home would expose
him to criminal influence. The coun-
sel said the attack occurred in self-
defence and that the accused had no
prior criminal records and came
from a poor family.

NEW DELHI,Agency:
Jolted by allegations of anti-
Brahmin bias, FIRs and court
petitions, the producer of
'Ghooskhor Pandat' on
Thursday filed an affidavit
informing Supreme Court of the
decision to withdraw the film's
title and not use the words that
had hurt the sentiments of a
section of society anywhere in
the Manoj Bajpayee-starrer.

Senior advocate Neeraj
Kishan Kaul, appearing for pro-
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ducer Neeraj Pandey, told a
bench of Justices B V
Nagarathna and Ujjal Bhuyan
that given the concerns
expressed over the teaser since
its release on Feb 3, the promo-
tional material had been with-

drawn.
He said the film was a fic-
tional police drama that

revolved around a criminal
investigation without portray-
ing any caste, religion, commu-
nity or sect as corrupt.

terincustody hattle: CalcuttaHC

Kolkata,Agency: The
child of a separated couple who
has been living with his father
for five years cannot be "plant-
ed som-ewhere else" even if the
father's educational qualifica-
tion is less than the mother's,
Calcutta HC held on Tuesday.
The mother, who was recently
awarded custody of the child by
a trial court, has a master's in
music. She runs a music school
and is also a private tutor. The
father, whose custody claim
over the 8-year-old has been
upheld by the high court, is a
matriculate and earns a living
selling fish.

The child, who has been liv-
ing with his father since the
couple separated five years
ago, had told the trial court
judge that he wanted to stay
with both parents.

Since the couple filed for
restitution of conjugal rights
several times while the custody

battle was on, a HC division
bench of Justices Sabyasachi
Bhattacharyya and Supratim
Bhattacharya observed on
Tuesday: "It transpires that all
is still not lost and there is
ample scope for the parties rec-
onciling their matrimonial dis-
putes, as well as a chance of the
parties staying together as a
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couple by shedding their per-
sonal differences, which will be
of utmost benefit to the child in
the final count."

The bench referred the cou-
ple for mediation, to be super-
vised by the Calcutta HC medi-
ation committee. The commit-
tee was requested to include a
psychologist in the mediation.

The trial court in a recent
order had noted that the father
earned more than the mother
but awarded custody to the
mother on the grounds that she
was more educated. The judge
had observed that the child's
upbringing would be affected if
he were to be deprived of his
mother's love.

Acting on an appeal by the
father against the trial court
order, the division bench
observed on Tuesday: "The
finding of the trial judge is that
any detachment of the minor
from his mother may cause a
scratch in the mind of the
minor, who is eight years old.
That scratch was caused five
years ago; from age three to
eight, he has been residing
with his father... He has been
living with his father for five
years; now we cannot pick him
up and plant him somewhere
else."

‘Greatsonofindia’:-UKdeputy PMDavid Lammy 1st time after Manipur violence, CM
Rishi Sunaktrade stories of their Indianheritage gets Kukis and Meiteis on 1 platform

Imphal/Churachandpur: A

then, movement has been sharply

NEW DELHI,Agency:
UK deputy prime minister
David Lammy hailed former
prime minister Rishi Sunak as
"a great son of India" while
highlighting his own Indian
roots during a fireside chat in
New Delhi.

Speaking at the British
High Commission, introduc-
ing Sunak, Lammy said, "I
know that former Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak is not
just a great son of the United
Kingdom, he is also a great son
of India."

Sunak promptly interject-
ed, saying, "Son-in-law",
drawing laughter from the
audience.

Lammy also spoke about
his own Indian heritage. "I just
want to establish my heritage
too, because my great-grand-
mother on my mother's side
was from Calcutta," he said.

Emphasising their ability

NEW DELHI,Agency:

to work together despite polit-
ical differences in the UK,
Lammy said, "Whilst we are on
different sides of the political
aisle, we can work together
and have been friends for
many years."

He added it had been "One
of the great pleasures in recent
years to join former Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak on our
shared goal to do much better

both in the United Kingdom
and globally on prostate can-
cer, and it's a pleasure to work
with him on that cross-party
issue.Lammy's remarks came
amid discussions on strength-
ening UK-India relations, with
potential areas of cooperation
including trade, technology
and security, as both countries
explore ways to deepen their
strategic partnership.

Earlier, speaking at the Al
Impact Summit in New Delhi,
Sunak called India the ideal
venue for shaping the future of
artificial intelligence and said
there was "no better place" to
deliberate on the global Al
transformation.

"We do need a regular
forum, where we can all meet
and discuss this technology,
and that is what this Summit
provides under Prime Minister
Modi's leadership. This sum-
mit will deliver impact; it will
show us how we can make AI
work, not just for the devel-
oped world but for the devel-
oping world too," Sunak said.

"There is no better place to
discuss this AI transformation
than India," Sunak said,
adding that the summit would
show how AI can improve
health and education "in every
corner of the globe" and
enhance human dignity.

examination of wreckage, opera-
tional and maintenance records

fractured state tried to talk to itself.
For the first time since ethnic vio-
lence tore Manipur apart in May
2023, chief minister Yumnam
Khemchand Singh addressed on
Thursday displaced Meitei and Kuki-
Zo families together - on a shared
platform, if only virtually - pairing
cash relief with an appeal to rebuild
trust.

The outreach, anchored at a relief
camp in Langol of Imphal West dis-
trict, connected displaced Meitei
families in the valley with Kuki-Zo
inmates of camps in Churachandpur
and Kangpokpi via video link. Direct
benefit transfers were credited dur-
ing the meet.

Each displaced person received Rs
2,420 for essentials. Families whose
homes were burnt are being paid Rs 1
lakh in instalments, officials said.

More than 260 people have been
killed and over 60,000 displaced
since clashes erupted between Meitei
and Kuki communities in 2023. Since

Honeywell, is

undergoing
detailed technical examination.

curtailed - valley residents rarely
enter Kuki-majority hills, and Kukis
seldom travel into Imphal.

Singh said resettlement had
begun in peripheral areas, but restor-
ing homes in sensitive zones
remained difficult. "Resettling IDPs
(internally displaced persons) to their
original places is a priority, though
challenges remain. While tensions
have eased, mistrust continues," he
said, urging social groups and fami-
lies to help bridge the divide.

It was a modest step - cheques
and promises - but the first time the
state tried to stitch two wounded
communities into the same conversa-
tion. Voices from camps cut through
the screen. A young Kuki woman
from Kangpokpi asked for access to
jobs and higher education. A Meitei
woman broke down, pleading to
return home after three years in a
camp. Another Kuki-Zo inmate
flagged the struggle to reach hospi-
tals.

management systems and CVR

Data from the Digital Flight Data
Recorder of Ajit Pawar's crashed
Learjet 45 near Baramati has
been successfully downloaded at
the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau's Flight
Recorder Laboratory, the min-
istry of civil aviation said on
Thursday, adding that a prelimi-
nary report into the January 28
accident will be issued within 30
days in line with ICAO norms
and that all investigative actions
are being taken with full trans-
parency and professional integri-
ty. Maharashtra Deputy chief
minister Ajit Pawar and four oth-

ers were killed in thé crash.
The ministry said the AAIB's

and laboratory testing of compo-
nents where required.

The crashed VSR Ventures-
owned Learjet 45 was equipped
with a Digital Flight Data
Recorder and a Cockpit Voice
Recorder. Both devices were 17.
exposed to intense heat and
sustained fire damage. Data
from the DFDR, manufactured
by L3g-Communications,
been successfully downloaded

has

from
Representative of the State of
Manufacture for specialised
support in data retrieval," AAIB
said in a statement on February

ministry
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation to conduct a special
audit of VSR Ventures. The

nary I'BI“QIIII At Pawar s Baramatiplane crash

Assistance has been sought

the Accredited

Following the accident, the
directed the

i . at AAIB's Flight Recorder audit covers regulatory compli-
probe is technical and evidence Lab"oratory. ) ) ance, operational control sys-
based. It involves systematic The Cockpit Voice Recorder tems, maintenance practices,

: (CVR), manufactured by crew training standards, safety

.
A

and FDR monitoring. "The
audit commenced on February
4, 2026, and is expected to con-
clude shortly. Findings will be
reviewed, and action will be
taken in accordance with
DGCA's Enforcement Policy
and Procedures Manual," the
ministry said. The regulator has
also been asked to carry out
special audits of other major
non-scheduled operators and
aerodromes engaged in VIP and
VVIP operations. These audits
are being conducted in phases
and enforcement action will be
taken wherever required.



