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India joins US initiative to counter
China as both 'align in def of liberty'

New Delhi, Agency: India
formally joined Friday Pax Silica -
the US flagship AI and supply
chain security initiative that is
widely perceived as an antidote to
China's influence over critical
technologies. Welcoming India,
US ambassador Sergio Gor said
that the coalition, which compris-
es some of Washington's closest
allies and trusted partners as
members, was about "whether
free societies would control the
commanding heights of the glob-
al economy" and would define the
21st century economic and tech-
nological order.

MeitY secretary S Krishnan,
US undersecretary for economic
growth Jacob Helberg and Gor
also signed, apart from the Pax
Silica Declaration, a supplemen-
tary joint statement that said this
partnership signalled a new era
in which the world's oldest and

0 N

largest democracies stood
aligned not only in defence of lib-
erty, but in the purposeful pur-
suit of prosperity and harmony
for their peoples.

Together, the two aspire to
build an AI future that serves
their citizens, strengthens their
economies and societies, and
refle-cts their shared values of

freedom, openness, and the rule
of law," the statement said.

Gor's remarks were more
revealing as he said Pax Silica was
a coalition of capabilities that
replaced coercive dependencies
with a positive sum alliance of
trusted industrial bases. "India's
entry into Pax Silica isn't just
symbolic, it's strategic, it's essen-

tial. India is a nation with deep
talent, deep enough to rival chal-
lengers," said Gor, who invited
India to join the initiative that
now has 11 members, on his first
day in office last month.

For India, Pax Silica is anoth-
er significant step forward
towards the normalisation of the
relationship with the US after
both sides finalised the frame-
work for an interim trade agree-
ment this month. According to
Gor, India brings strength to the
coalition as its engineering depth
and critical mineral processing
capacity offered critical capabili-
ties to the partnership. "Peace
doesn't come from hoping
adversaries will play fair. We all
know they won't. Peace comes
through strength. India under-
stands this. India understands
strong borders. India under-
stands this part of the world.

New Delhi, Agency: The
Delhi high court on Friday
asked Jaideep Sengar, brother
of Unnao rape case convict
Kuldeep Sengar, to surrender
before prison authorities in
connection with his conviction
in the custodial death case of
the survivor's father.

A bench of Justices Navin
Chawla and Ravinder Dudeja
was hearing a plea by the con-

Delhi HC asks Sengar's
brother to surrender

vict for further extension of
interim bail upon suspension of
the 10-year sentence. The HC
pointed out that the interim bail
granted to Jaideep on July 3,
2024 for two months on med-
ical grounds was last extended
in April 2025. A trial court had
sentenced the Sengar brothers
to 10 years' RI in 2020, and also
imposed a fine of Rs 10 lakh, in
the custodial death case.

Indian trucker held in US for fatal crash  US-sanctioned Iran-linked oil tanker spent § days in Pak maritime boundary; FIR

Bathinda, Agency:
US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
(ICE) has arrested an
Indian-origin semi-
truck driver with roots
in Punjab after he
allegedly jumped a red
light and caused a three-
vehicle pile-up that
killed a 64-year-old man
at Hendricks County in Indiana on
Feb 18. Sukhdeep Singh (25) is the
fourth Indian-origin person and third
Sikh immigrant to be arrested in the
US in last six months for alleged rash
driving, leading to crashes in which
nine people died.

On Aug 18 last year, Harjinder
Singh (25) was accused of Kkilling
three people in Florida after making
what authorities said was a reckless
U-turn on a highway. Two months
later, Jashanpreet Singh (21) was
arrested in California for allegedly
driving under influence and trigger-
ing a crash that killed three people.
He had entered the US through the
southern border in 2022. On Nov 24,
Rajinder Kumar (32), an undocu-
mented immigrant since 2022, was

charged in Oregon after his semi-
truck blocked two lanes, causing a
crash that killed a pair of newlyweds.

After the White House shared a
post about the accidents, advocacy
group United Sikhs issued a state-
ment, saying the statement reflected
unequal treatment of a minority com-
munity. It urged govt not to single out
Sikh drivers.

It cited an April 2025 govt report
showing 528,177 truck accidents in
2023 that resulted in 5,472 fatalities.
"These tragic numbers represent
nationwide roadway safety chal-
lenges across all communities."
Separately, the Sikh Coalition is chal-
lenging a new rule that seeks to limit
the issuance of non-domiciled com-
mercial drivers' licences.

NEW DELHI/MUM-
BAI, Agency: One of the
three US-sanctioned Iran-
linked oil tankers seized by the
Indian Coast Guard (ICG) on
Feb 6 off the country's coast
had spent days inside
Pakistan's maritime boundary
with its tracking systems
switched off, according to an
FIR registered in Mumbai.The
ICG had seized three ships -
Asphalt Star, Stellar Ruby and
Al Jafzia - around 100 nautical
miles west of Mumbai for
investigation and lodged a
police complaint on Feb 15 at
the Yellow Gate police station
against nine persons, includ-
ing the owner of the three
ships for alleged illegal activi-
ties and smuggling oil linked
to Iran. There were 55 crew
members on board all three
seized vessels.

Based on the complaint of
Aniruddha Dharampal Dabash
(40), an ICG commandant,
Mumbai police filed an FIR
and arrested the captain of MT
Asphalt Star and a crew mem-
ber for their alleged role in oil

smuggling and forgery. Media
has the copy of the FIR.

On the ship's presence in
the Pakistan maritime zone,
the FIR said, "Electronic chart
display & information system
data of MT Asphalt Star was
examined by Coast Guard
Officer assistant commandant
P Siddharth Ratnam. It was
observed that between Jan 20
and Jan 28, the vessel had
entered Pakistan's maritime
exclusive economic zone
(EEZ)." "On Jan 28, at approx-
imately 11 hours, the vessel
had switched off its automatic

identification system (AIS),
very high frequency (VHF) and
all sensors, thereby concealing
its identity and carrying out
suspicious movements. Upon
further questioning, the mas-
ter stated that the ship's voy-
age data recorder (VDR) sys-
tem had stopped functioning,"
it said. All three ships used AIS
spoofing and false identity
data to evade detection.
Jogendar Singh Brar, an
Indian national who is cur-
rently based in Abu Dhabi,
UAE, and is said to be the
owner of the ships, is named as

one of the accused in the FIR.
Through sustained rum-
maging, corroboration of elec-
tronic data on board suspect
vessels and verification docu-
ments and interrogation of
crew, the ICG specialist board-
ing team established the
modus operandi of criminals.
"We have arrested Shyam
Bahadur Chauhan and one
more person in this case. They
were produced before a court
and sent in police custody till
Feb 23," said a police officer.
Chauhan is the master of MT
Asphalt Star. In the UAE, Brar
claimed that his ships were
providing essential supplies to
other ships in distress far
from the Indian coast and that
the ships were not engaged in
any illegal activity, say local
media reports. The FIR stated
that MT Asphalt Star was
found to have illegally trans-
ferred 30 metric tonnes of
heavy fuel oil to MT AL Jafiza
in the EEZ of the Indian Ocean
by conducting ship to ship
operation without informing
any Indian govt authorities. .

MHA forms 2nd empowered committee for Just off ventilator, gritty

Bengal to fast- track requests under CAA

New Delhi, Agency: The Union
home ministry on Friday constituted
a second empowered committee for
West Bengal to fast-track the pro-
cessing of citizenship requests
received under Citizenship
Amendment Act, 2019 (CAA).

CAA provides for grant of citizen-
ship to immigra-nts from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh belong-
ing to their six minority faiths -
Hindu, Sikh, Christian, Buddhist,
Jain and Parsi - who entered India
before Dec 31, 2014, fearing religious
persecution in their home countries.

In a gazette notification issued on
Friday, the home ministry said West
Bengal's new empowered committee
- which takes the final call on citizenship
applications forwarded by the district-
level committee after verification of doc-
uments - shall be headed by the deputy
registrar general, directorate of census
operations of the state.

The original empowered committee -
set up in accordance with a notification

MINISTRY OF

HOME AFFAIRS

issued by MHA in March 2024 and head-
ed by director, census operations of West
Bengal - will continue to be in existence.
The new empowered committee, central
govt sources told Media, has been set up
as the volume of applications under CAA
in the state has increased. Sharing of
work is expected to compress the pro-
cessing time.

West Bengal has a significant
number of Hindu immigrants, such
as those belonging to the Matua
community. BJP has been making a
major outreach to them to strength-
en its electoral prospects in the state.

The new empowered committee
on CAA allows certain members of
the empowered committee as noti-
fied on March 11, 2024 - like the
jurisdictional foreigners regional
registration officer and state infor-
matics officer - to nominate an offi-
cer each, not below the rank of under
secretary. Other members like an
officer of the subsidiary intelligence
bureau and postmaster general or a
postal officer nominated by him
remain the same.

Like the original empowered commit-
tee, the new panel shall include a repre-
sentative from the office of West Bengal
principal secretary (home) or additional
chief secretary (home) and a representa-
tive of the jurisdictional divisional rail-
way manager as invitees.

teen turns up for oards

Chandigarh,
Agency: Thlrteen
days. That's how long
17-year-old Kanishka
Bist was on a ventila-
tor in an intensive
care unit, as machines
breathed for her and [
doctors kept constant |
watch. On Friday,
wheeled in on a
stretcher, still hooked
to an oxygen cylinder,
she wrote her Class 12 board exam.
No writer. Just Kanishka and her
courage.A student of Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Khalsa Senior Secondary
School in Sector 26, Chandigarh,
Kanishka has been living with mus-
cular dystrophy since birth. The
degenerative condition has long
made everyday tasks demanding, but
the past few weeks tested her
endurance like never before. Her lat-
est illness began with a deceptive
cough and cold.She was very clear
she didn't want to miss exam: Father

Her father, Prem Singh Bist, a
businessman from Zirakpur, near
Chandigarh, said the medical emer-
gency began with what seemed like
routine illness. "She started getting a
cough and cold on Jan 30 but her
health worsened rapidly," he said.

On Feb 2, she was admitted to a
hospital in Panchkula. As complica-
tions mounted, she was referred to
Govt Medical College and Hospital,
Sector 32, Chandigarh. Soon, she
was moved to the ICU and put on
ventilator support.

Relying on decades-old rulings, SC acquits stepdad of 6-yr-old's murder

New Delhi, Agency A six-
year-old girl went missing in
2018. She was last seen with
her stepfather. When he was
arrested eight days later, he led
police to the place where her
charred remains were found.
Supreme Court found this evi-
dence weak and acquitted him
of the murder charge.

Finding no other evidence to
link the man to the murder
except that he was the last per-
son to be seen with the child
according to a neighbour and he
was the one to lead the police to
the victim's bones, a bench of
Justices Sanjay Kumar and K
Vinod Chandran acquitted him,
saying the investigation was
botched and left many questions
unanswered. "In the present
case, the murder of a six-year-old

| girl went unpunished and her

stepfather was incarcerated on
mere conjecture," SC said.

In the case from
Chhattisgarh, what tilted the
scales towards the stepfather,
Rohit Jangde, was the peculiari-
ty of the interpretation by SC in
earlier judgments on the admis-
sibility of a statement by an
accused that leads to discovery
of fact relating to the crime - in
this case, the recovery of the
girl's body. More than 65 years
ago, SC had ruled that the state-
ment of an accused leading to
discovery of facts relating to the
crime would be admissible evi-
dence only when it had been
made in custody. Justices
Kumar and Chandran also
relied on a similar interpreta-
tion used in a nearly 100-year-

old ruling by Calcutta HC.

Interestingly in the 1931 judg-
ment, the then CJ of Calcutta HC
had expressed anguish that the
law permitted reliance on a
statement made to police that led
to discovery of fact only when the
person was in police custody and
had termed it absurd, but left it
to the legislature to make suit-
able amends. Relying on these
decades-old judgments, SC
termed weak the telltale evidence
incriminating Jangde.

Justice Chandran said even if
the evidence was accepted, it
would not by itself nail the guilt
on the stepfather. "The knowl-
edge of the accused, which led to
the detection of the bone rem-
nants though not acceptable
under Section 27 would all the
same be acceptable evidence

under Section 8, which by itself
is a weak piece of evidence. The
evidence under Section 8 can
only offer corroboration and can-
not by itself result in a convic-
tion," he said.

Acquitting the accused, the
bench said, "The long gap when
there was no complaint made
about the missing child and the
factum of none having ques-
tioned the accused, despite the
family and police having been
told that she went with the
accused, tilts the scales in favour
of the accused... Pertinent also
is that since the corpus delicti
was not recovered, there is no
time of death specified. We are
hence unable to uphold the con-
viction of the accused, and he
has to be necessarily given the
benefit of doubt."




