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Japanese culture celebrated
in Delhi with sushi & sake

New Delhi, Agency: Aaj
yahan ekatrit hone ke liye aap
sabhi ka dhanyavad," ONO Keiichi,
Ambassador of Japan, began in
Hindi, drawing warm applause, as
he welcomed guests to a reception
celebrating the Emperor of Japan's
66th birthday recently. Delhi's
diplomatic circle recently gathered
at the Embassy of Japan, where
kimonos met saris and namastes
met bows in a celebration of cultur-
al ties, as the garden transformed
into a slice of Japan.

Entering the tea room, ONO
Keiichi donned the hat of a tea
master in the authentic Japanese
tea ceremony as he whisked
matcha for the guests from India.
Following the precise process of
whisking, he maintained concen-
tration and silence. Kiren Rijiju
remarked, "If I drink this tea reg-
ularly, I don't know if I will

become stronger but I will
become younger (laughs)!"

'People to people exchanges
make the bond stronger'

Talking about the cultural ties
with India, the ambassador said,
"The close Japanese relationship
is supported, not only by high
level expenses, but also by eco-

nomic ties and people to people
exchanges. Next year, we mark
the 75th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations
between India and Japan, which
is very significant." He added his
appreciation for India in Hindi
and said, "It's been a year and
four months since I've been in

India. To learn more deeply,
have travelled to 16 states in the
country and had the pleasure of
trying out their food and experi-
encing the diverse -culture.
Although tonight I am conversing
in Hindji, I have also conversed in
Gujarati, Telugu and other
regional languages during my
travels." A Takasaki Daruma
inscribed with 'India-Japan.'
Inspired by Bodhidharma from
India, the Daruma is a traditional
lucky charm - one eye is filled
when making a wish, and the
other when that wish is fulfilled,
in gratitude. Addressing the gath-
ering, Kiren Rijiju, Union
Minister for Parliamentary and
Minority Affairs, who was the
chief guest, said, "I must express
my excitement for your excellen-
cy, the Japanese ambassador's
beautiful Hindi.

Zomato delivery boy killed after
speeding car rams bike in Delhi's
Subhash Nagar; driver held

New Delhi, Agency: A
Zomato delivery boy died after
being hit by a speeding car
around 3 am in the Subhash
Nagar area of West Delhi, police
said on Saturday.

According to Delhi Police,
the incident occurred in the
early hours when the victim,

who was on a bike, was struck

by a car allegedly being driven
at high speed.

Police have taken the
accused driver into custody and
seized the car involved in the
incident. Further investigation
is underway to ascertain the
exact sequence of events.
Officials said more details are
being gathered.

Focus on 100 student startups 17 Yrs On, Air Quality Norms In For Revision
for campus to market initiative

New Delhi, Agency: Building
on the momentum of the Campus to
Market initiative, efforts are now
focused on deepening collaboration
between emerging innovators and
key policy stakeholders.

An open dialogue is being on
organised on the Delhi Startup
Policy, 2025, to set the framework for
seed grant disbursement and a
roadmap to position Delhi as the stu-
dent innovation capital of India.

The Delhi Startup Yuva Festival,
2026, organised by govt's depart-
ment of training and technical educa-
tion, brought together the top 100
selected student startups at Indira
Gandhi Delhi Technical University
for Women at Kashmere Gate, offer-
ing participants an opportunity to
present ideas, share experiences and
engage with policymakers. During
the session, the startups presented
their ideas and projects.

Addressing the gathering, Delhi
education minister Ashish Sood had
words of appreciation for the innova-
tions, creativity and technical excel-
lence demonstrated by the young
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entrepreneurs. "Delhi govt's vision
goes beyond awarding degrees,
focusing instead on creating mean-
ingful opportunities and platforms
that enable students to transform
ideas into real-world ventures," he
said. As an example, he spoke about
how a drone developed by a student
was modified to be used for fogging
operations. In the future, such drones
could be made available to RWAs for
surveillance and security, he said. He
emphasised that promoting a strong
startup culture is the need of the hour
and that the youth of Delhi possess
immense potential which, with the
right guidance and resources, can
achieve global recognition.

New Delhi, Agency: A
long-awaited revision of
India's National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS)
could be out soon after IIT
Kanpur submitted its final
technical report on revised
standards to Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) last
Dec, almost a year late. The
standards will be revised near-
ly 17 years after the last update
in 2009.

According to an official
reply under Right to
Information Act dated Feb 6,
filed by environmental activist
Amit Gupta, National Air
Quality Standards Project,
commissioned by CPCB, ran
from Dec 21, 2021, to Nov 30,
2024, and Indian Institute of
Technology Kanpur was
tasked with preparing a
detailed technical assessment
to support a possible update of
the country's air quality frame-
work. The first draft was sub-
mitted by the institute on Oct
6, 2023, but the final report
was delivered on Dec 16, 2025,
almost a year after the project

contract expired. CPCB funded
the work with Rs 19.5 lakh, all
of which was spent, the RTI
response showed.

The 2009 NAAQS had set
limits for key pollutants such
as fine particulate matter 2.5
far above contemporary public
health benchmarks. For exam-
ple, the 24-hour average
PMz2.5 limit is set at 60ug/m3
(micrograms per cubic metres)
and the annual standard at
4oug/m3, levels many experts
say are insufficient to protect
health when compared with

the updated World Health
Organization guidelines.
According to WHO, the limits
are 15ug/m3 for 24 hours and
5ug/m3 annually.

For PMio, the NAAQS
standards are 6oug/m3 annu-
ally and 100pg/m3 for the 24-
hour average against WHO's
15ug/m3 annually  and
45ug/m3 for the 24-hour aver-
age. For nitrogen dioxide, the
national standards are set at
4oug/m3  annually and
8oug/m3 for 24 hours against
WHO's annual limit of 10 and

24-hour limit of 25. The
national standards are slightly
tighter for sensitive areas for
the annual average.

"Scientific evidence shows
that there is no safe threshold
for PM2.5 exposure as health
risks persist even at very low
concentrations.  Therefore,
progressively strengthening
India's NAAQS in alignment
with the WHO interim targets
can deliver substantial public
health benefits," said Manoj
Kumar of Centre for Research
on Energy and Clean Air.
"Although revision of NAAQS
was identified as a key action
under National Clean Air
Programme, it remains pend-
ing even after the second
extended timeline of the pro-
gramme," he added.

No reply on the updated
standards was provided by
either CPCB or IIT Kanpur.
Media earlier reported on the
sanctioning of the studies to
review the air quality norms as
early as the mid-2020s, mark-
ing the first formal effort to
revisit the standards.
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Young artisans reclaim inherited craft legacy

New Delhi, Agency: At a time when
traditional crafts are often said to be fad-
ing as younger generations move towards
corporate careers, Karigar Bazaar at
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium tells a differ-
ent story - one of teenagers and young
artisans reclaiming inherited legacies
with pride.

Being organised in Delhi for the first
time from Friday till March 1, the 10-day
bazaar has brought together over 200
artisans from across the country, includ-
ing National Award winners and emerg-
ing entrepreneurs. From handlooms and
tribal art to jewellery and sustainable
crafts, the event also features live demon-
strations and cultural performances.

At one of the stalls stood 26-year-old
Sumnath from Andhra Pradesh, a fourth-
generation artisan who left his BTech
course midway to carry forward his fami-
ly's tradition of wood engraving.
Surrounded by intricately carved wooden
panels of Indian deities, he explained how
each piece, carved from a single block of
neem wood, can take years to perfect.
Some of the works on display, he said, had
been crafted over a decade ago and care-
fully preserved. "I learnt the craft at
home, watching and assisting my father
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and grandfather," he said.

For Sumnath, the decision to quit
engineering was driven purely by passion
and a desire to take forward his family's
legacy. But sustaining that choice is not
easy. "Employability is a challenge.
Finding a market is the biggest struggle.
When we sell our products to showrooms,
we are paid for the wood and labour and
not the skill,"” he said. Exhibitions like

Karigar Bazaar, he added, allow artisans
to sell directly to buyers, cutting out mid-
dlemen and earning recognition for their
craftsmanship.

Across the venue, several such young
artisans - some fresh graduates, others
juggling school or college with family tra-
ditions - showcased weaving, metalwork,
tribal paintings and hand embroidery,
quietly challenging the notion that tradi-
tional art is dying.

Participants to the bazaar, which was
inaugurated by Aparna Bhatia, advisor,
department of economic affairs, ministry
of finance, have travelled from across the
country, from Kashmir to Kanyakumari,
turning the stadium complex into a
miniature map of India's craft diversity.

At another stall, Vinod Bhatt from
Rajasthan sat with his two sons - one in
college and the other in school - display-
ing colourful Rajasthani puppets and
handcrafted home decor items. "I grew up
watching my father perform puppet
shows. Now, my sons have learnt it. It is
our local tradition," Bhatt said. His elder
son is pursuing an LLB, but both children,
he added, are keen to continue the family
craft alongside their studies. The bazaar is
not limited to handicrafts.

New Delhi, Agency:
Ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's inaugura-
tion of the entire 82km
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
RRTS corridor on Sunday, a
non-stop Namo Bharat train
covered the distance from
Sarai Kale Khan in Delhi to
Begumpul in Meerut in 40
minutes on Friday. With the
scheduled stops, the journey
will take about 54 minutes to
Begumpul and 58 minutes
to the terminal station at
Modipuram.

The pre-launch ride, taken by this
reporter, touched the top speed of
1590kmph. The Namo Bharat trains
have a design speed of 18okmph but
a maximum operational speed of
160kmph. While the trains will com-
plete journey in less than an hour, the
distance is covered by road in around
one and a half hours, which some-
times stretches to around two hours
during peak traffic.

Sarai Kale Khan Namo Bharat sta-
tion in Delhi, which will be the con-
vergence point for three regional

rapid transit system (RRTS) corri-
dors, will also be inaugurated on

Sunday. Three more stations,
Shatabdi Nagar, Begumpul and
Modipuram, will be commissioned in
the Uttar Pradesh section. The
Jangpura station in Delhi will be con-
structed later. The total project com-
pletion cost is Rs 30,274 crore.

Currently, a 55km section across
11 stations from New Ashok Nagar to
Meerut South is operational.
Commuters travelling on this stretch
said the launch of the entire corridor
would ensure a more comfortable
ride and also save time.

Pvt schools can't collect unregulated fee from April 1: Delhi govt to HC

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi
govt told the high court on
Friday that private schools can-
not collect fees from April 1 for
the new academic session, unless
it is determined and approved in
accordance with the new fee-reg-
ulation law.

Opposing pleas moved by
several schools' associations
seeking a stay on the govt man-
date to constitute school-level fee
regulation committees for the
upcoming academic year, addi-
tional solicitor general S V Raju
said the consequences would be
"disastrous" and no prejudice
would be caused to the schools at
this stage by forming such a
panel.

A bench of Chief Justice D K
Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas
Karia was hearing the petitions

filed by the schools' associations
challenging the Feb 1 notification
of the govt on setting up the
committees within 10 days.

"My case is that schools can-
not charge anything other than
the approved fee under the Delhi

Delhi govt.

From April 1, 2026, if they want
to collect fees, Wthh is unregu-
lated, they cannot do it," the sen-
ior law officer said on behalf of

Meerut metro will zoom at
same speed as Airport L1ne

School Education (Transparency
in Fixation and Regulation of
Fees) Act. They cannot collect
from April 1 because the Act pro-
hibits it. The Act prohibited for
the earlier year also, but it has
somehow been kept in abeyance.

Raju defended the Feb 1 noti-
fication and said the process to
determine school fees started
"earlier" than prescribed so that
the fee is determined before the
new academic session, in accor-
dance with the new law. The
court listed the matter for hear-
ing on Feb 24 and also extended
till then the Feb-10 deadline set
by Delhi govt for private schools
to form the fee regulation com-
mittees. The court asked the sen-
ior counsel appearing for the
Action Committee Unaided
Recognised Private Schools to
explain why they did not want to
set up the committees.

New Delhi, Agency:
Meerut Metro will be the fastest
such system in the country
from Sunday at a maximum
operational speed of 120kmph,
the same as Airport Express
Line in Delhi, the fast metro
corridor for a smooth link to
IGI Airport. The Meerut Metro

services will also run on the same tracks and infrastructure as the
semi-high-speed Namo Bharat trains. The Airport Express Line
became the fastest metro in the country in Sept 2023. Initially it ran
at 9o kmph and Delhi Metro Rail Corporation gradually increased
the speed in phases over six months. The average speed of Delhi
Metro trains on regular lines is around 75kmph. The 24.9km
Airport Express Line with seven stations takes 21 minutes from
New Delhi to Yashobhoomi Dwarka Sector 25, while the travel time
from Shivaji Stadium to IGI Airport Terminal 3 is 15 minutes.




