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Lucknowman shoots father
inafitof rage; chopsbody
parts, hides torsoin drum

o

New Delhi, Agency: A 21-year-old
man allegedly shot dead his fatherin a fit
of rage and, in order to conceal the mur-
der, chopped off the body parts and
threw them while hiding the remaining
torsoin a drum, police said on Monday.

The deceased has been identified as
Manvendra Singh (50), who was killed
by his son Akshat Singh (21), Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Central)
Vikrant Vir said on Monday. Vir said that
the police were conducting an ongoing
investigation of a missing person regis-
tered at the Ashiana police station.

As part of the investigation, Akshat
Pratap Singh, the son of the missing per-
son’s son Manvendra Singh, was exten-
sively questioned. During the interroga-
tion, the accused admitted that a dispute
arose between him and his father over
some issue around 4.30 am on February
20. In a fit of rage, he shot his father,
resulting in his death, the police said.

After the incident, the accused
brought the deceased’s body down from
the third floor in order to conceal evi-
dence and placed it in an empty room on
the ground floor. He allegedly chopped
off the body parts and threw them. He
hid the remaining torso in a drum.

Upon receiving information about
the incident, senior officials inspected
the scene and called a forensic team. The
forensic team is thoroughly inspecting
the scene and collecting evidence.

The accused has been detained and a
case will be registered under the relevant
sections against the accused. The body of
the deceased has been sent for post-
mortem examination, the police said.

SCallows deployment of civil
judges from Odisha, Jharkhand

for SIR exercisein West Bengal

New Delhi, Agency: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday allowed the deploy-
ment of civil judges with experience of at
least three years from neighbouring
Orissa and Jharkhand for the timely
completion of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in West
Bengal ahead of the upcoming Assembly
elections. Citing "trust deficit" between
the West Bengal Government and the
Election Commission, a Bench led by
ChiefJustice of India Surya Kant, Justice
Joymalya Bagchi and Justice Vipul M
Pancholi had on February 20 issued an
order for deployment of judicial officers,
including retired judges, from West
Bengal for conduct of SIR of electoral
rolls in the state. On Tuesday, the Bench
expanded the scope of its order to
include civil judges from Orissa and
Jharkhand with experience of at least
three years for timely completion of the
SIR exercise. The order came after the
Calcutta High Court Chief Justice wrote
to the Supreme Court on February 22
that 250 judicial officers have been
assigned the task of deciding about 80
lakh claims and objections under logical
discrepancy and unmapped categories.

Logical discrepancies in progeny
linking with the 2002 voter list included
instances of a mismatch in the parent’s
name and the age difference between a
voter and his/her parent being less than
15 years or more than 50 years.
Highlighting the enormity of the exer-
cise, the Bench noted that even if each
judge decided 250 cases a day, it would
take 80 days to complete the SIR exer-
cise. In view of this situation, the Bench
ordered that "If the Calcutta High Court
Chief Justice feels that further human
resource is needed, he may approach
chief Justices of Orissa and Jharkhand
High Courts to draw serving and retired
judicial officers of those states in similar
rank who shall be entrusted to complete
the verification work in West Bengal.”

Itsaid, “Travel, boarding and lodging
of such officers shall be borne by the
Election Commission.” The Bench —
which had on February 20 allowed the
poll panel to publish the final electoral
rolls on February 28 — clarified that the
EC can issue supplementary lists as the
verification process proceeded.

The top court exercised its plenary
powers under Article 142 of the
Constitution to enlist voters in the sup-
plementary electoral rolls to be part of
the final list published February 28.

The Bench also issued a clarification
on the documents that can be accepted
for processing of claims and objections.

"The order of this court on
September 8, 2025, where Aadhaar was
allowed as proof of identity and order of
this court passed on the writ petition
relating to Madhyamik Admit Card and
Certificate shall be admitted.

Indu Mishra Named Artist of the Year for Madhubani
— =

New Delhi: Celebrated
Madhubani artist Indu Mishra
has been conferred the presti-
gious Artist ofthe Yearaward in
the Madhubani painting cate-
gory by Adreneur Consultancy
Services. The honor recognizes
her sustained contribution to
promoting India’s traditional
folk art heritage on both
national and international
platforms.Receiving the
award, Mishra described the
recognition as a moment of
humility and pride. She credit-
ed her family, children, friends,
and well-wishers for their
unwavering encouragement
throughout her journey. “Art
may appear to be a solitary pur-
suit, but I have never walked
alone. Every brushstroke car-
ries the love and faith of those
who stood by me,” she said.The
award was presented by former
Indian  cricketer = Chetan
Sharma, who etched his name
in history by claiming India’s

first hat-trick in the Cricket
World Cup. Mishra termed it a
memorable and proud moment
to receive the honor from a

sporting icon of his
stature.Artistic Journey
Rooted in  TraditionIndu

Mishra began her artistic jour-
neyin 2013, driven by aninnate
passion for creativity. A self-
taught artist, she immersed
herselfin the traditional vocab-
ulary of Madhubani painting
while introducing contempo-
rary elements that resonate
with  modern  audiences.
Drawing inspiration from the
cultural heritage of Mithila, her
works are distinguished by
intricate line work, rhythmic
compositions, symbolic story-
telling, and vibrant natural col-
ors.Over the years, Mishra has
participated in more than 40
solo and group exhibitions
across India and abroad,
steadily expanding her foot-
print in the art
world.Exhibitions Across
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Prestigious PlatformsHer solo
exhibitions have been hosted at
renowned institutions includ-
ing Lalit Kala Akademi, Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts, and India Habitat Centre.
Her works have also been dis-
played at National Crafts
Museum & Hastkala Academy
and Nehru Centre, as well as

Health scare againin Indore's Bhagirathpura;

6 hospitalised after eating co

New Delhi, Agency: Six
persons have been admitted to a
hospital after consuming con-
taminated food in Indore's
Bhagirathpura area, which had
been the epicentre of adiarrhoea
outbreak caused by polluted
drinking water that claimed 22
lives, officials said.

Nearly 60 people had eaten
food at a birthday party in
Bhagirathpura late Saturday
night. Following this, some peo-
ple developed health problems
on Sunday, Chief Medical and
Health Officer (CMHO) Dr
Madhav Hasani stated on
Monday.

He said the affected individ-
uals were treated, and as a pre-
caution, six of them were admit-
ted tothe Government Maharaja
Yashwantrao  Hospital. All
patients were doing well after
treatment, the official said.

Local residents and the
Opposition  Congress have

R e

claimed a total of 35 deaths in
the vomiting and diarrhoea out-
break that began late December
in Bhagirathpura due to con-
taminated drinking water.

On February 19, amid uproar
in the state assembly during a
discussion on the issue, Health
Minister Rajendra Shukla said
22 persons had died in
Bhagirathpura due to contami-

Leh-bound SpiceJet flight returns

New Delhi, Agency: A
Delhi-Leh SpiceJet flight was
forced to return to the national
capital shortly after take-off on
Tuesday morning after the
crew detected a suspected tech-
nical malfunction during the
climb. The aircraft, a Boeing
737 operating as flight SG121,
had around 150 passengers on
board when itturned back min-
utesintothejourney. The pilots

decided to return as a precau-
tion after identifying a possible
snag. The flight landed safelyin
Delhi, and all passengers were
disembarked without incident.
Noinjuries were reported.

In a statement, the airline
said the aircraft experienced
a technical issue soon after
departure and was brought
back in line with safety pro-
cedures.

ntaminated food

4L

nated water and that compensa-
tion of Rs 2 lakh had been given
to the families of each deceased.

A one-member commission
headed by Justice Sushil Kumar
Gupta, a former judge of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court, is
conducting a judicial inquiry
into the contaminated drinking
water tragedy following the
court's orders.
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prominent national art fairs in
Jaipur.Internationally, Mishra
represented Indian folk art at
the India Art Festival in Seoul,
South Korea, strengthening the
global visibility of Madhubani
painting and reinforcing its
cultural relevance beyond
Indian borders.Awards,
Recognition and CollectionsIn

New Delhi, Agency:
Amid ongoing trade agree-
ment discussions, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Monday held a virtual interac-
tion with his Canadian coun-
terpart Maninder Sidhu.

In remarks following the
interaction, which took place
three days ahead of Canadian
PM Mark Carney’s visit to
India, Goyal said he held a vir-

2019, she received the
Agnipath Kala Ratna Samman
for her efforts in promoting
Madhubani art. In 2023, she
was honored with the Aparajita
Kala Samman by Prabhat
Khabar. Her achievements
were also featured in the 2023
edition of the “Influential
Indians” coffee table book.Her
artworks are part of private col-
lections owned by acclaimed
filmmaker Prakash Jha and
other eminent personalities.
Institutional collectors include
Bank of India, Jharkhand High
Court, Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited, Central
Reserve Police Force, and
Dedicated Freight Corridor
Corporation of India
Limited.For Mishra,
Madhubani is not merely an art
form but a living expression of
Indian culture. With the Artist
of the Year honor, she contin-
ues her mission to preserve and
pass this invaluable heritage to
future generations.

Goyal talks trade with
Canadian counterpart

tual meeting with Sidhu,

Canada’s Minister of
International Trade, to
advance discussions on the
proposed India-Canada
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement. “We
also deliberated on strength-
ening business ties on both
sides through regular delega-
tion-level engagements over
the coming months,” he said.

Government to auto credit funds from
toDelhiafter mid-air enginescare  around 6 lakh inoperative EPFO accounts

New Delhi, Agency: In a
major announcement, the
Ministry of Labour and
Employment on Monday said
small balances lying in around 6
lakh “inoperative accounts”
linked to the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) will be refunded with-
out any claims or paperwork.

At present, there are around
31 lakh inoperative EPFO
accounts. Out of these, nearly
six lakh accounts have Rs 1,000
or less deposits. For accounts
that are linked with Aadhaar,
the transfer will happen imme-
diately. For others, the money
will be sent in phases, it said.

Sources in the ministry said
the same method may be
extended to the remaining 25
lakh inoperative accounts in the
future. An EPFO account is
treated as ‘inoperative’ if there
is no transaction or activity for

three consecutive years.

According to official data,
there are 31.86 lakh inoperative
EPFO accounts, with cumula-
tive deposits amounting to
around Rs 10,000 crore. Within
the Rs 0-Rs 1,000 balance cate-
gory, there are approximately
7.11 lakh accounts, holding a
combined total of Rs 30.52
crore.

The move is seen as a step
towards providing direct relief

to account holders as it aims to
simplify settlements and help
workers access their unused
savings faster.

Provident Fund (PF)
accounts are savings schemes
for employees in India, man-
aged by the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation.
Employees and employers con-
tribute a portion of the salary to
the EPF account, which earns
interest over time.

Centretolaunch nationwide HPV vaccination drive to prevent cervical cancer

New Delhi, Agency: In a land-
mark move to strengthen women’s
health and eliminate preventable
cancers, Centre is set to soon launch

the nationwide Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination
programme.

Theinitiative aims to protect ado-
lescent girls against cervical cancer -
one of the most common yet prevent-
able cancers affecting women in
India. The programme aligns with
the recommendations of the WHO,
which identifies HPV vaccination as
a central pillar of the Global Strategy
to Eliminate Cervical Cancer.

India’s national programme will use
Gardasil, a quadrivalent HPV vaccine
that protects against HPV types 16 and
18, which cause cervical cancer, aswell as
types 6 and 11. Strong global and Indian
scientific evidence confirms that a single
dose provides robust and durable pro-
tection when administered to girls in the
recommended age group, officials said.

With the forthcoming launch, India

will join 160 countries worldwide that
have already introduced HPV vaccina-
tion into their national immunization
schedules. Globally, over 9o countries
are implementing single-dose HPV vac-
cination schedules, improving coverage
and affordability. Several countries have
already demonstrated substantial
reductions in HPV infection, precancer-
ous lesions, and cervical cancer inci-
dence following widespread vaccination.

=“The nationwide programme will

L ol

target girls aged 14 years, an age at which
the HPV vaccine offers maximum pre-
ventive benefit, well before potential
exposure to the virus. Vaccination under
the national programme will be volun-
tary and free of cost, ensuring equitable
access across socio-economic groups. By
prioritising prevention at the right age,
the programme is expected to provide
lifelong protection and significantly
reduce the future burden of cervical can-
cerin the country,” officials said.

HPV vaccination under the national
programme will be conducted exclusive-
ly at designated government health facil-
ities, including Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs (Primary Health Centres),
Community Health Centres, Sub-
District and District Hospitals, and
Government Medical Colleges.

Each vaccination session will be car-
ried out in the presence of trained
Medical Officers, supported by skilled
healthcare teams and equipped for post-
vaccination observation and manage-
ment of any rare adverse events. All vac-

cination sites will be linked to 24x7 gov-
ernment health facilities, ensuring
immediate medical support and rein-
forcing safety and parental confidence.

To ensure uninterrupted availability
and uncompromised quality, the
Government has secured HPV vaccine
supplies through a transparent, globally
supported procurement mechanism.
Under India’s partnership with Gavi, the
Vaccine Alliance, high-quality Gardasil
vaccines—approved by India’s drug reg-
ulator and widely used internationally—
have been made available for the nation-
al programme. The estimated number of
deaths due to cervical cancer cases in the
country in 2023 was 35,691 according to
Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) data. In awritten reply to a ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha, Union Minister
of State for Health Prataprao Jadhav,
last year informed the Parliament that
the the estimated number of deaths due
to cervical cancer in India was 34,806 in
2022, 33,938 in 2021, 33,095 in 2020
and 32,246 in 2019.



