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Justice Varma probe
panel reconstituted

= el

NEW DELHI, Agency: LS
Secretariat Wednesday reconstituted
the three-member inquiry panel that is
probing allegations against Justice
Yashwant Varma of Allahabad HC. The
secretariat, in a notification, replaced
Madras HC chief justice Manindra
Mohan Shrivastava with Bombay HC
chief justice Shree Chandrashekhar
with effect from March 6.

The other two members of the panel
remain the same. The reason for the
change was not immediately known.

After SC rap, NCERT 'trying'
to retrieve sold copies of now-
withdrawn class 8 textbook

L

NEW DELHI, Agency: The
National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) on
Thursday moved to retrieve 38 copies
of the now-withdrawn Class 8 Social
Science textbook after drawing sharp
criticism from the Supreme Court.

A bench led by CJI Surya Kant
described the content as a "deep-rooted
conspiracy to defame" the judiciary.

The textbook sparked a judicial
backlash after the newly introduced
edition outlined key challenges facing
the country's judicial system, including
corruption, a heavy backlog of cases,
and an inadequate number of judges.

However, following strong remarks
from the CJI-led bench, NCERT on
Wednesday decided to remove refer-
ences to "corruption at various levels of
the judiciary” from the textbook and
revised the chapter titled 'The Role of
the Judiciary in Our Society.'

In a late-night development, the
board announced that it has put the
distribution of the newly released text-
book on hold after noticing "inappro-
priate textual material and error of
judgement" in the chapter on the judici-
ary. It said the issue was flagged both
internally and by the Department of
School Education and Literacy under
the education ministry.

The CJI said, "Judges of the consti-
tutional and district courts are per-
turbed by this. I have taken suo motu
cognisance of the issue. I will not allow
anyone on earth to defame the institu-
tion or taint its integrity.

On track to develop locally-
made marine engine for Navy
by 2028: Kirloskar co CEQ

New Delhi, Agency: Kirloskar Oil
Engines, one of the flagship companies
of India's Kirloskar group, has said that
the company is "on track" to deliver
India's first locally-made marine engine
for the Indian Navy.

A four-stroke, 6 MW V12 engine will
be "delivered to the Navy by April
2028"as per contractually-mandated
deadline, Kirloskar Oil Engines' CEO
Rahul Sahai recently told the media.

A sanction order for the design and
development of a 6 MW medium speed
marine diesel engine was signed
between the Navy and the Kirloskar last
April under Make-I category of the pro-
curement procedure. Prototype diesel
engine with indigenous content of over
50% is being developed at a cost of Rs
270 crore with 70% funding from the
govt. These engines are intended for
main propulsion and power generation
on Navy and Coast Guard vessels.

The Navy has contracted the devel-
opment of this engine in order to
achieve 'Aatmanirbharta’ (self-reliance)
in marine engine manufacturing. The
engine development will reduce
reliance on foreign original equipment
manufacturers from countries like the
US, UK, and Ukraine as the critical
technology will be available in-house
and save foreign exchange. The initia-
tive strengthens indigenous capabili-
ties, supports the "Make in India" ini-
tiative, and fosters a domestic defence
industrial ecosystem. The development
of the engine supports the conversion
of older steam-based systems to mod-
ern, efficient diesel-based systems, as
seen in the upgrade of the INS Beas.

Standoff between Delhi, Shimla police over Youth
Congress workers' arrest ends after 24 hours

New Delhi, Agency: A
high-voltage standoff between
the police teams of Delhi and
Shimla came to an end after a
dramatic 24 hours on
Thursday morning, after the
Delhi Police team was finally
cleared to head back to the
national capital along with the
three Youth Congress activists
arrested in connection with the
"shirtless protest” at the Al
Summit. In the 24-hour stale-
mate, the Delhi Police team was
"detained" for about five hours
even after procuring the transit
remand from the magistrate.

Kidnapping case
against Delhi police: On
Wednesday evening, the
Himachal Pradesh Police reg-
istered a kidnapping case
against the Delhi Police per-
sonnel and "detained" their

New Delhi, Agency:
Digital News  Publishers
Association (DNPA) chairper-
son and Manorama Online CEO
Mariam Mammen Mathew on
Thursday opened the DNPA
conclave and said that artificial
intelligence and rapid shifts in
the digital ecosystem are funda-
mentally reshaping how news is
created, distributed, discovered
and monetised.

Speaking at the Third
Annual Storyboardi8 DNPA
Conclave 2025 on the theme,
"Transformation of Media in
the Age of  Artificial
Intelligence," Mathew said the
industry is at a critical juncture
as artificial intelligence, evolv-
ing data governance norms,
shifting platform economics
and changing audience behav-
iour redefine digital journalism.

With India preparing to
implement a forward-looking
Al regulatory framework, she
described the dialogue between

CBI secures return of Red Notice accused

from UAE via Interpol channels

New DElhi Agency: The
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) on Thursday successfully
coordinated the return of wanted
Red Notice subject Anil Kumar
Reddy Yeddula from the UAE
through Interpol channels.

Anil Kumar Reddy Yeddula is
a wanted subject of Andhra
Pradesh Police in case of cheat-
ing, criminal breach of trust and
criminal  intimidation. The
International Police Cooperation
Unit (IPCU), CBI, in collabora-
tion with the MEA and the NCB-
Abu Dhabi successfully brought
back Yeddula to India on
Thursday. He was escorted by a
team of Dubai Police and arrived
at Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport, Hyderabad, from Dubai.

Yeddula was handed over to
the Andhra Pradesh police team
at the airport.

The CBI had got the Red
Notice  published through
Interpol in this case on

vehicles at the Shogi border
near Shimla. This occurred
while they were en route to the
national capital with the three

Youth Congress members in
custody.

The three accused, along
with members of the Delhi

Al policy shifts and plat-
form changes redrawing future of digital news

policymakers and industry
leaders as both timely and
essential.

Mathew said DNPA has
worked to ensure that the voice
of credible digital publishers
remains central to this transfor-
mation. The association has
engaged with the government
on key policy consultations,
including the Digital Personal
Data Protection framework,
discussions on generative Al,
copyright and broader regulato-
ry developments affecting digi-
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Police.

Yeddula was arrested by the

on the
request of Andhra Pradesh

tal news.

"Strong Al requires strong,
credible journalism," she said,
highlighting the need to anchor
technological advancement in
trust and editorial integrity.

Internally, she noted, DNPA
has strengthened collaboration
among its members, focusing
on traffic growth, sustainable
monetisation models, news-
room adoption of Al tools and
collective opportunities for
innovation. Through working
groups, policy dialogues and
knowledge exchanges, the asso-
ciation aims to ensure that no
publisher navigates the ongoing
disruption alone.

Mathew emphasised that
trust remains the core principle
amid industry-wide transfor-
mation. She said DNPA has
brought together policymakers,
technology leaders, industry
partners and publishers not
only to discuss challenges but to
co-create solutions.

(ED) in New Delhi

Police, were taken to the resi-
dence of Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate (ACJM 1I)
Ekansh Kapil at 1.30 am after
undergoing medical examina-
tion at the Deendyal Upadhyay
Zonal Hospital in Shimla on
Wednesday night. They were
granted the transit remand and
resumed their journey.
However, on early
Thursday morning, the Delhi
police team was detained again
at Kanlog in Shimla. They were
instructed to return to the
national capital with the
accused and a few additional
police personnel, while the
remaining members were
asked to stay behind and coop-
erate with the investigation
into the kidnapping case
against them. The Shimla
police also asked the Delhi

team to hand over a copy of the
digital evidence they pos-
sessed, which had allegedly
been gathered during the
arrest of the activists in Rohru.

The Delhi Police insisted
that the safety of the three
accused was their responsibili-
ty and that they would not
leave any of their members
behind. They later continued
their movement towards
Shoghi. Later at the Shoghi
border, however, the Delhi
team was detained yet again by
the Shimla police at 4 am.

The Shimla police barricad-
ed a vehicle belonging to the
Delhi Police, which contained
CCTV footage and other evi-
dence. The Delhi Police stated
that this vehicle holds digital
evidence, accompanying docu-
ments, and arms.

Maoist commander killed by leader for

by
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New Delhi, Agency: A
Maoist commander, carrying
a reward of Rs 22 lakh on his
head, was allegedly killed by
his leader for intending to
surrender to the Odisha
Police, a senior officer said.

Anwesh, alias Renu, a
native of Sukma in neigh-
bouring Chhattisgarh, was
allegedly killed by notorious
Naxal leader Sukru on
January 29.

Anwesh was a divisional
committee member (DVCM)
and military platoon com-
mander of the KKBN

~

allegedly planning sur

jr

render in Odisha

(Kalahandi-Kandhamal-
Boudh-Nayagarh) Division,
police said.

Police in Kandhamal dis-
trict on Wednesday exhumed
his decomposed body from
the Pakari reserve forest area
under Daringbadi police sta-
tion limits. "It has been
ascertained that Anwesh was
killed by Sukru and his asso-
ciates when the former was
preparing to surrender
before the Odisha Police
along with some other
Maoist cadre," Kandhamal
SP Harish BC told PTI.

Reliance Group chairman Anil Ambani
appears before ED in money laundering case

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Reliance Group chairman
Anil Ambani appeared before
the Enforcement Directorate
on
Thursday for a second round
of questioning in connection
with a bank fraud-linked
money laundering investiga-
tion involving his group com-

UAE authorities and a decision
was taken to extradite the subject
to India. Red Notices published
by Interpol are circulated to all
the law enforcement agencies
globally for the tracking of want-
ed criminals. The CBI as the
National Central Bureau for
Interpol in India coordinates
with all law enforcement agencies
in India through Bharatpol for
assistance via Interpol channels.
More than 130 wanted criminals
have been brought back to India

panies.

The 66-year-old business-
man reached the agency's
office in central Delhi around
10.30am. Officials said his
statement would be recorded
under the provisions of the
Prevention of  Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
Ambani was first questioned
by the ED in August 2025.

The investigation is
linked to an alleged bank
fraud of over Rs 40,000
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from the apex court, the
agency has also set up a spe-
cial investigation team (SIT)
to examine multiple cases
involving the group.

On Wednesday, the ED
attached Ambani's Mumbai
residence, 'Abode’, valued at
Rs 3,716 crore, under the
anti-money laundering law.
The property, located in
Mumbai's Pali Hill area, is a
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group company of the Anil
Dhirubhai Ambani Group
(ADAG). Ambani and several
of his companies are facing
allegations related to loan
fraud and financial irregular-
ities. The ED has informed
the Supreme Court that it has
registered three money laun-
dering cases against ADAG
entities as part of the probe
into alleged bank loan fraud

in last few years through coordi-

nation via Interpol channels.

crore
Communications (RCOM),

involving Reliance

and related violations.
a Following recent directions

66-metre-high structure
spread across 17 floors.

Cigarettes after tax: The post-February crisis, and how smokers are reacting

New Delhi, Agency:
When cigarette prices began
climbing across India in early
February, the effect was imme-
diate and oddly chaotic.
Smokers paid different prices
for the same pack on the same
street. Retailers blamed whole-
salers. Wholesalers blamed the
new tax regime. What was
framed as a clean public health
reform quickly revealed a
messier economic story.

Popular culture has long
understood what policymakers
sometimes underestimate. In
Money Heist, the Professor
insists the real vulnerability is
never the vault but the system
around it. Apply enough pres-
sure and the cracks appear
elsewhere. In The Wolf of Wall
Street, excess is not driven by
morality but by margins; when
the spread is wide enough,
someone will step in to capture

it. And in Gangs of Wasseypur,
power does not shift with
speeches but with control over
supply. Whoever controls dis-
tribution controls the street.
India's 2026 tobacco over-
haul sits at the intersection of
those three insights. Raise
taxes sharply and you do not
just change behaviour. You
change incentives, redistribute
margins and test the resilience
of the supply chain. What fol-
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lows is less a story about ciga-
rettes than about what hap-
pens when policy pressure
meets market reality.

The scale of the prob-
lem: Although the most recent
nationally representative sur-
veys predate the 2026 reforms,
they remain the clearest
benchmark of India's tobacco
burden. According to the
Global Adult Tobacco Survey
(2016-17), approximately 267

million individuals aged 15
and above, nearly 29% of the
adult population, consume
tobacco in some form in India.
Of these, an estimated 130 mil-
lion are smokers. The World
Health Organisation (WHO)
reports that India accounts for
nearly 12% of the world's total
smokers.

Tobacco use patterns vary
significantly across regions and
demographics. A survey from
2013 conducted by the
International Institute of
Population Sciences in collabo-
ration with the ministry of
health and family welfare
found that Kolkata records the
highest smoking rate in the
country, with 56.6% of its pop-
ulation identified as smokers.

The data further reveals a
stark gender disparity in the
city: 82% of men and 23.5% of
women smoke. Meanwhile,

Uttarakhand reports the high-
est prevalence of beedi smok-
ing. A 2008 health ministry
report estimated that around
100 million people - largely
from economically disadvan-
taged and less educated com-
munities - smoke beedis. The
report also linked beedi smok-
ing to approximately 200,000
deaths due to tuberculosis,
highlighting the severe health
consequences associated with
tobacco use in India.

Since February 1, the legal
trade has fractured into what
smokers describe as a land-
scape of sticker-shock and
secrecy: packs sold at more
than 20 % above MRP, whole-
salers hoarding stock, retailers
charging different prices to dif-
ferent customers, and a grow-
ing presence of non-compliant
foreign brands entering
through porous borders.



