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Sengar's sentence sus-
pension plea: HC asks

AIIMS to examine him

NEW DELHI, Agency: Delhi high
court has asked AIIMS to set up a med-
ical board to examine Jaideep Sengar,
who is seeking suspension of a 10-year
jail sentence on medical grounds in the
2018 custodial death case of the Unnao
rape survivor's father.

Jaideep - brother of expelled BJP
functionary Kuldeep Sengar, who was
convicted of raping the Unnao girl
when she was a minor - sought relief on
account of Stage-IV oral cancer with
suspected recurrence. A bench of
Justices Navin Chawla and Ravinder
Dudeja observed that an independent
medical assessment was necessary to
ascertain Jaideep's current health con-
dition. CBI opposed the petition and
contended that the medical documents
produced by the convict in support of
his plea were fake.

Centre appoints SC judge as
new head of panel probing
| Mampur ethnic violence

NEW DELHI, Agency: The
Centre on Thursday appointed former
Supreme Court judge Balbir Singh
Chauhan as the new chairperson of the
commission of inquiry probing the eth-
nic violence that broke out in Manipur
in May 2023. This follows resignation
of the incumbent, former chief justice
of Gauhati High Court Ajai Lamba.

Justice Chauhan will assume charge
on March 1, consequent upon the
acceptance of Justice Lamba's resigna-
tion with effect from February 28.

"The terms of reference and other
conditions of the commission as noti-
fied in the principal notification...dated
June 4, 2023, as amended from time to
time, shall remain unchanged," the
home ministry stated in a gazette noti-
fication issued on Thursday.

The commission, The ethnic vio-
lence had led the Centre to place
Manipur under President's rule for
almost a year. President's rule was lift-
ed last month and a popular govt
installed in the state, with Y

Khemchand Singh as chief minister.

Bangladesh tension
leads to 9% fall in for-
eign tourist arrlvals

NEW DELHI, Agency: The ten-
sion between India and Bangladesh,
which resulted in fewer visas by both
sides, resulted in an over 9% fall in for-
eign tourist arrivals to 90.2 lakh in
2025, with the eastern neighbour slip-
ping from the second largest source to
being the fifth biggest.Latest official
data estimated tourist arrivals from
Bangladesh at 4.7 lakh in 2025, 73%
lower than the level in the previous
year. The 12.8 lakh decline was more
than the 9.3 lakh fall in the overall for-
eign tourist arrivals during the year.

Travel industry insiders are not
exactly moaning about this decline as
they always questioned adding
Bangladesh arrivals into FTA numbers
as majority of them come for non-
tourism purposes such as medical
treatment and work and don't exactly
fill up hotels and line up at tourist
spots. On the other hand, the number
of Indians going abroad rose 6.6% to a
record 3.3 crore in 2025, although there
was a dip in those going to Saudi Arabia
and the US. Last year, the number of
Indians flying to Canada also declined
nearly 16% to 8 lakh.

"India is outpricing itself in terms of
star hotel rates despite reasonable
domestic airfares in non-peak seasons.
So, the Indian middle class now finds it
cheaper to go to places like the UAE,
CIS countries, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Vietnam and Malaysia than going to
domestic destinations such as Goa or
Kerala. And foreign tourists find a
cheaper alternative to us," said a lead-
ing travel agent. Many frequent Indian
travellers say they get "good" hotel
rooms for Rs 5,000-8,000 in these
places while the same in India is at least
double in low season and can increase
manifold in peak holiday time.

PM Modi questlons NCERT lapse, Pradhan vows action

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Union educatlon minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Thursday vowed to take action
against those responsible for
the reference to judicial cor-
ruption in an NCERT textbook,
amid indications of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
unhappiness over what he con-
siders to be a grave lapse.Modi
is learnt to have flagged the
controversial inclusion of cor-
ruption among judiciaries in
the theme dealing with prob-
lems facing administration of
justice in the new NCERT Class
VIII social science texbook.
"What are we teaching Class
VIII children about judicial
corruption?” sources quoted
the PM as saying at the meting
of the Union Cabinet on
Tuesday.

As the NCERT scrambled to
stem the fallout from the
Supreme Court's fury over the
issue, taking off the book's e-
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version from its webs1te and
figuring out ways to get hold of
the 32 hard copies that had
been sold, Pradhan offered an
unconditional apology.

He affirmed respect for the
judiciary while promising to fix
accountability and take action
against those who drafted the
controversial chapter. The
issue centres on Chapter 4 -
"Role of the Judiciary in Our
Society" - in the new social sci-

ence textbook (Part 2) brought
out by the National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT). Edited by
Michel Danino and Alok
Prasanna, the chapter listed
corruption, massive case pen-
dency and shortage of judges
as challenges faced by the judi-
cial system. The controversy
escalated on Thursday when
the Supreme Court observed
that there appeared to be a

'They will be forced to accept defeat': Army commander
warns Pakistan's nuclear rhetorlc won't save it next time

NEW DELHI, Agency:
The Indian Army is fully pre-
pared for future contingencies
and will not be deterred by
Pakistan's nuclear threats,
Western Army Commander Lt
Gen Manoj Kumar Katiyar said
on Thursday. He warned
Pakistan that any future con-
flict would end with a decisive
outcome on the ground.

Addressing troops after an
investiture ceremony at Dhyan
Singh Stadium in Mamoon
Military Station, Lt Gen Katiyar
said Pakistan had sought a
ceasefire during Operation
Sindoor while simultaneously
issuing nuclear threats. "They
said if they go down, they will
take half the world with them.
We ignored those threats then,
and we are even better pre-
pared now, with a clear plan for
the future," he was quoted as
saying by news agency PTI.

Calling out Pakistan's mili-
tary leadership ofor sustaining
a "war-like situation" to remain

Railways to hire Agniveers and ex-
servicemen, signs pact with Army

NEW DELHI, Agency: In a
move towards strengthening
civil-military collaboration, the
railways and the Army have for-
malised a framework of coopera-
tion to expand post-retirement
employment opportunities for
Agniveers and Army personnel.
Railways said it will recruit over
5,000 ex-servicemen as points-
men on contract basis to fill
vacancies quickly.

The initiative is designed to
ensure a smoother shift from mil-
itary to civilian careers and to
increase awareness about job

prospects within the railways.

relevant at home, the com-
mander said India's leadership
was focused on national devel-
opment, while Pakistan's gener-
als were driven by the need to
retain power. He said Pakistan
lacked the courage and capabil-
ity for open combat and instead
relied on proxy warfare to pro-
voke escalation.

"Pakistan repeatedly uses
terrorist outfits to provoke
India so that when we retaliate,
it can project a war-like situa-
tion and rally domestic sup-
port,” he said, adding that

Islamabad had misled its own
people with a false narrative of
victory and media propaganda.
"This time, we will not give
them that opportunity,” he
added. Lt Gen Katiyar stressed
that future operations would go
beyond targeting bases and
posts. "Our victory will be on
the ground and so decisive that
they will be forced to accept
defeat before the world," he
said. Underscoring the role of
Western Command formations,
he told troops their prepared-
ness would be critical in any
future action. "You must be
ready to enter enemy territory,
seize key areas and inflict dam-
age, while also protecting
Jammu and Punjab," he said,
adding that the nation's expec-
tations demanded peak opera-
tional readiness. He said India's
preparedness should serve as a
strong deterrent. "Our readi-
ness must make the enemy
think ten times before any mis-
adventure," he said.

Rights Council,

"well-orchestrated conspiracy”
to defame the judiciary and
imposed a "blanket ban" on the
NCERT book, ordering that all
physical and digital copies be
seized. Meanwhile, NCERT,
when asked, said the e-version
of the textbook was "not
uploaded online".

"Thirty-two physical copies
were sold before distribution
was halted" - a figure also cited
by the solicitor general in
court. The council to a ques-
tion on how it was tracking and
recalling the already-sold
books, a senior NCERT official
said, "As all the books have
been sold through NCERT
depots, they were tracked and
majority of them have been
already recalled." The chapter
will now be rewritten in con-
sultation with appropriate
authorities and made available
from the 2026-27 academic
session.

On the top court's observa-

India's standing

tions, Pradhan said he was
"deeply saddened by what had
happened, stressed that there
was no intention to insult the
judiciary" and added that "an
inquiry would be conducted to
identify those responsible". He
added that circulation of the
textbooks was immediately put
on hold once the issue came to
light and that the govt would
fully comply with the Supreme
Court's directions.

Following stern remarks
from the SC that it would not
allow "anyone on earth" to tar-
nish the judiciary's integrity,
NCERT pulled the textbook
from its website. The council
on Wednesday apologised for
"inappropriate content” and
said the chapter would be
rewritten in consultation with
appropriate authorities before
being reissued, even as officials
said tighter review mecha-
nisms for future textbooks are
now being examined.

diminished, says

Congress on Modi's Knesset address

NEW DELHI,
Agency: Congress
Thursday said PM Modi's
address to the Knesset was
an "unabashed defence of
his host" Benjamin
Netanyahu, adding it has
diminished India's moral

standing. @ The  party
released a letter by
Jawaharlal Nehru to

Albert Einstein, in which the
first PM termed the rights of
Arabs as crucial in the context
of creation of Israel.

Referring to Modi's state-
ment that India had recog-
nised Israel on the day of his
birth, Congress spokesman
Jairam Ramesh said Einstein
wrote to Nehru on June 13,
1947, on the subject of cre-
ation of Israel, and the latter
replied on July 11. He posted
Nehru's letter on X.

Nehru wrote, "I confess
that while I have a very great
deal of sympathy for the Jews,
I feel sympathy for the Arabs

'Living in la-la land'";
India slams Pakistan's 'incessant propaganda at UN

New Delhi, Agency: F
India on Thursday slammed
Pakistan at the UN Human
saying
Islamabad must be "halluci-
nating" or living in "La-La
land" if the nation finds it
hard to believe that Jammu
and Kashmir's development
budget is more than double
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This will also create a dedicated
support system to assist retiring
personnel, the railways said.

This collaborative framework
underscores a shared commit-
ment to providing veterans with
meaningful second-career path-
ways while supporting broader
national development goals.

In an official release, the rail-
ways said that to provide
employment avenues for ex-ser-
vicemen and ex-Agniveers, 10%
horizontal reservation in level-2
and above posts, and 20% in
level-1 posts has been provi-

the recent bailout package it
sought from the IMF.

India also rejected allega-
tions made by Pakistan and
the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), stating
that the group had itself
allowed to be used as an
"echo chamber" for one
member state, further adding
that Islamabad's "incessant
propaganda reeks of envy."

"India is compelled to
exercise its right of reply in
response to the references
made during the high-level

OIC. We categorically reject

these allegations," first secre-
tary Anupama Singh said,
exercising India's Right to
Reply during the High-Level
Segment of the 55th Regular
Session of the UN Human
Rights Council in Geneva.
"We have no desire to dig-
nify it, but we will make a few
points to dismantle it with
facts," she added.
Reiterating New Delhi's
long-standing position,
Singh asserted that "Jammu
and Kashmir was, is, and will

sioned for ex-servicemen.

segment by Pakistan and the

always remain an integral
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also in their predicament."
Congress attack
reflects Rahul's frustra-
tion: BJP: BJP Thursday
hit back at Congress over its
criticism of PM Modi's Israel
address, saying the attack
reflected frustration over
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Rahul Gandhi's fading
prime ministerial prospects.
BJP spokesman Sambit

Patra highlighted Modi's
standing ovation at the
Knesset and the Speaker's
Medal honour, while alleg-
ing Congress was attempting
to tarnish India's image
through stirs, campaigns.

of

and inalienable part
India."

"Jammu and Kashmir
was, is, and will always
remain an integral and
inalienable part of India.
No amount of wishful rhet-
oric or audacious propa-
ganda by Pakistan can alter
the immutable fact that the
accession of Jammu and
Kashmir to India was com-
pletely legal and irrevoca-
ble, in accordance with the
Indian Independence Act of
1947 and international
law," Singh said.

In Rajasthan, the Aravallis can't be simply measured

Jaipur, Agency: He range
has shaped everything - from
livelihoods to culture, faith and
language - for the many com-
munities and tribes it has cra-
dled. Even as controversy over
an official definition has led
Supreme Court to seek a
review, voices on the ground
say the Aravallis' imprint far
exceeds physical dimensions

What are the Aravallis? An
answer to this seemingly
straightforward question was
stayed by Supreme Court last
Dec after it sparked a public
outcry for being too narrow in
scope. The top court now wants
a new yardstick to define the
range, which stretches 600km
across four states and, at close
to 2 billion years old, repre-
sents India's oldest fold moun-
tains. But talk to people on the
ground in Rajasthan, the state
synonymous with the Aravallis,

and it becomes evident that the
measure of these mountains
lies not so much in their height,
but in how deeply they have
shaped the lives of the people
who call the landscape home.
The now-shelved definition
- involving a 100m elevation
cutoff and proximity of 500m
between hills for demarcating
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the range - had inspired fears
that a significant portion of the
Aravallis would be stripped of
environmental protections. For
people who live in its folds, the
stakes are immediate: if the
map shrinks, so do forests,
grazing commons, water sys-
tems, sacred groves, and the
checks that stand between

community life and mining,

fragmentation and forced
migration.

Shelter And

. Sustenance: "The Aravallis

and our communities share a
bond that goes back centuries.
These mountains are not just
geography for us. They are a
living god, central to our iden-
tity and survival," says Hari
Ram Meena, tribal writer and

» former IPS officer.

The Aravallis are home to

- some of Rajasthan's oldest
* communities. The Meena tribe

once ruled large parts of the
Jaipur region, controlling
strategic passes of the Aravallis
before the rise of the Kachwaha
Rajputs. In southern
Rajasthan, Bhil chieftains held
sway over vast forested tracts.
"The Bhils were known as the
'kings of the forest'. So crucial
was their role that the royal

coat of arms of Mewar depicts
a Rajput warrior on one side
and a Bhil warrior on the
other," Meena adds.

The mountains also shaped
warfare. During Maharana
Pratap's resistance against the
Mughals, the Aravallis enabled
guerrilla tactics and hidden
movement based on local
knowledge of forests, moun-
tain passes and water sources.

If the hills protect, they also
sustain. The Aravallis are
Rajasthan's ecological spine. It
regulates climate, arrests deser-
tification, feeds rivers like the
Banas, Luni and Sabarmati,
and helps forests survive in a
largely arid landscape. It is also
a cultural watershed, separat-
ing not just river systems flow-
ing towards the Arabian Sea
and the Bay of Bengal, but also
shaping traditions, languages
and ways of life.



