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Delhiexcise policy case: Ex-Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal, former dy CM Mamsh Sisodia acquitted

New Delhi, Agency: The
Rouse Avenue court on Friday
acquitted former chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal and former
deputy chief minister Manish
Sisodia in 2022 Delhi excise poli-
cy case. Special judge Jitendra
Singh pronounced the order in
the case investigated by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI). The court observed that
the alleged central conspiratorial
role could not be substantiated.
The bench also noted that the
allegations "failed judicial scruti-
ny" and found "no criminal
intent" on the part of Manish
Sisodia. It further stated that the
conspiracy theory "cannot sur-
vive against one constitutional
authority."

The court had earlier
reserved its decision on 12
February after hearing detailed
arguments from the CBI and the
accused, including Kejriwal and

Can't change school sports calendar solely

Sisodia, along with 21 others. In
a post on 'X', Kejriwal's wife,
Sunita Kejriwal said, "In this
world, no matter how powerful
one becomes, one cannot rise
above Shiva Shakti. Truth always
prevails." At the time the case
was registered, Kejriwal was
serving as chief minister and
Sisodia as his deputy.

for bad air in winter, govt tells HC

The CBI filed its first
chargesheet in 2022, followed by
multiple supplementary
chargesheets. The agency has
alleged that Rs 100 crore was
paid by a "south lobby" to influ-
ence the now-scrapped excise
policy in its favour.

In total, 23 accused were
chargesheeted, including

Kejriwal, Sisodia, K Kavitha,
Kuldeep Singh, Narender Singh,
Vijay Nair, Abhishek Boinpally,
Arun Ramchandra Pillai, Mootha
Goutam, Sameer Mahendru,
Amandeep Singh Dhall, Arjun
Pandey, Butchibabu Gornatla,
Rakesh Joshi, Damodar Prasad
Sharma, Prince Kumar,
Chanpreet Singh Rayat, Arvind
Kumar Singh, Durgesh Pathak,
Amit Arora, Vinod Chauhan,
Ashish Mathur, and P Sarath
Chadra Reddy.

During arguments, the CBI
maintained that the offence of
criminal conspiracy must be
viewed in its entirety and that the
sufficiency of evidence should be
tested during trial.

Represented by additional
solicitor general D P Singh and
advocate Manu Mishra, the
agency argued that there is ade-
quate material to frame charges
against all the accused.

Projects launched to

boost city's

New Delhi, Agency:
Chief minister Rekha
Gupta on  Thursday
launched a series of proj-
ects aimed at modernising
Delhi's power network and
infrastructure while pre-
serving the heritage char-
acter of the Walled City.
The key highlight was the
inauguration of the under-
ground cabling project in
Chandni Chowk, alongside the
foundation laying for a new grid
sub-station at Mandoli and four
battery energy storage system
(BESS) projects in south and
west Delhi.

The Chandni Chowk project,
estimated to cost nearly Rs 160
crore, will convert the existing
overhead electricity network
into a modern underground
system across 26 key roads in
the area. Nearly 52.5km of
wiring will be shifted under-
ground, said BSES. The project
includes the installation of

power 1nfra

almost 500 new feeder pillars
and decorative street lighting
poles, and the deployment of
digital twin technology for real-
time monitoring of the network.

Officials said the work will
be carried out in phases, largely
during night hours, to minimise
disruption to residents, traders
and traffic movement. Nearly
10,000 consumers are expected
to directly benefit, they added.
The initiative aims to reduce
fire hazards, curb weather-
related disruptions, enhance
safety and significantly improve
the visual landscape of the his-
toric precinct, the CMO stated.

Orchestra event front for trafficking?

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi govt
recently informed the high court that
it was averse to changing the annual
school sports calendar to prohibit
outdoor sporting events during the
winter months solely on the ground
of deteriorating air quality.

It submitted that govt had to fac-
tor in practical and logistical consid-
erations involving thousands of stu-
dents for whom trials and coaching
camps were held during this period,
from Nov to Jan. Delhi govt's counsel
contended that imposing a blanket
ban on outdoor sports during the
winter months would not be feasible
given the scale of operations and
scheduling constraints.

The high court was hearing a con-
tempt plea filed by a group of school
students who claimed that, despite an
HC order, govt continued to hold
sport-ing events when Delhi's air
quality frequently fell into the
"severe" and "hazardous" categories.
The court acknowledged the con-
straints within which Directorate of
Education operates and pointed out
it could not decide how or when the

annual sports calendar was drawn up
by the administration. The court also
clarified that the earlier remarks
made in Nov 2025 were not binding
directions but merely a request that
authorities make an "endeavour" to
address the issue.

"The court understands that they
are children. The department also
understands... they have some diffi-
culty and cannot redo it for some rea-
son. We can adjust the decision
taken, but we cannot take the deci-
sion," the high court orally observed,
as it listed the matter for March.

Sagar Suraj

Minors rescued in East Champaran

MOTIHARI:  Serious
allegations of child
trafficking and potential
sexual exploitation surfaced
after a  joint  rescue
operation targeted orchestra
events in East Champaran
district, raising questions
over regulatory oversight.
Acting on directions from
the National Human Rights

Commission (NHRC),
a  Childline team, in
coordination with the Mukti
Foundation, New Delhi,
and Gram Niyojan Kendra,
Motihari, conducted
a special awareness

and rescue drive in the
Sangrampur, Dumaria, and
Kotwa police station areas. suspicious

The initiative aimed to curb

child trafficking and enforce
child protection norms at
local orchestra programmes.
Alerted to minor girls in

circumstances
at one venue, the Childline

team promptly informed

inquiries
local police, leading to a girls were
swift joint intervention. promises

Several minors were rescued
and placed in protective have not
custody.Preliminary trafficking

revealed  the
lured with

of employment
in performances.
ruled out
for  sexual

Delhi Police arrested 14, including JNUSU office
bearers, after protest march turns violent

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi
Police arrested 14 individuals, includ-
ing office bearers of the Jawaharlal
Nehru University Students' Union
(JNUSU), in connection with a march
held on Thursday that allegedly
turned violent.Those arrested include
Nitish Kumar (former JNUSU
President), Aditi Mishra (JNUSU
President), Gopika Babu (JNUSU
Vice President), and Danish Ali
(JNUSU Joint Secretary).

Police said around 25 personnel
were injured during the incident,
including ACP Vasant Kunj Ved
Prakash, ACP (CAW) Sanghamitra,
SHO (Sarojini Nagar) Atul Tyagi, and
SHO (Kishangarh) Ajai Yadav. A total of
51 people were detained on Thursday.

An FIR was registered under Sections
221 (obstructing a public servant in dis-
charge of public functions), 121 (voluntar-
ily causing hurt or grievous hurt to deter a
public servant from duty), 132 (assault),
and 3(5) (common intention) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
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According to police, a protest march
called by the JNUSU turned violent after
participants attempted to move outside
the campus despite being denied permis-
sion. A call was given for a "Long March"
from the wuniversity campus to the
Ministry of Education.

"The JNU administration already inti-
mated the organisers that no permission
was granted for such a protest outside the
campus, and they were advised to restrict

themselves to the university
premises," DCP (Southwest) Amit
Goel said. Despite repeated
requests not to proceed beyond
the campus, around 400-500 stu-
dents gathered at the main gate at
about 3.20 pm and began march-
ing towards the Ministry of
Education, police said. Barricades
installed at the site were allegedly
damaged during the protest.

A senior police officer alleged
that the situation escalated when
some protesters turned aggres-
sive. "They pelted banners and
sticks, threw shoes at police per-
sonnel, and even resorted to physical
assault, including biting some of our
staff," DCP Goel said, adding that several
personnel sustained injuries.

Police said protesters were stopped
and restricted near the North Gate of the
campus to prevent further escalation.
Those who allegedly turned violent and
failed to comply with lawful directions
were detained.

exploitation,  with  one
suspect linked to their
recruitment and transport
detained. A formal probe
is under way. The rescued
minors received immediate
care and counselling, with
proceedings initiated to
produce them before the
Child Welfare Committee
for rehabilitation. Activists
have called for stringent
scrutiny of public events,
including age verification
and background checks on
organisers. The incident
highlights the urgent need
for sustained monitoring,
inter-agency coordination,
and community vigilance to
shield vulnerable children
from exploitative networks
masquerading as cultural
programmes.

Officials

Expect traffic disruptions near New
Delhi Railway Station due to civic works

New Delhi, Agency: Multiple
construction and civic works in and
around the New Delhi Railway
Station are expected to disrupt traffic
over the next few weeks, with key
arterial stretches facing partial clo-
sures and diversions.

According to the traffic advisory,
one carriageway of Asaf Ali Road
from Turkman Gate to Delhi Gate via
Delite Cinema will remain closed
from Feb 26 to March 12 due to sta-
tion-redevelopment work. Traffic on
the stretch is likely to remain slow
and partially restricted during this
period. The affected corridor
includes Asaf Ali Road between
Turkman Gate and Delhi Gate
Chowk, as well as Chaman Lal Marg.
Motorists have been advised to use
alternative routes to avoid conges-
tion.

Those travelling towards Delhi
Gate Chowk from Hamdard Chowk
or RA Kamla Market may take Minto
Road, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Marg

and BSZ Marg. Commuters
approaching from Guru Nanak
Chowk can use Mirdard Chowk,
Mirdard Marg and BZA Marg
towards Delhi Gate.

In a separate advisory, Delhi
Traffic Police said excavation work
will be carried out on Chelmsford
Road opposite the station from Feb
26 to March 5 for restoration of a
sewer line by Delhi Jal Board. Traffic
movement on Chelmsford Road and
adjoining routes is likely to remain
affected and partially restricted.

The impacted areas include
Chelmsford Road opposite the sta-
tion, the Munjia Chowk stretch and
connecting roads leading to the
Paharganj side.

Railway passengers have been
advised to plan their travel and keep
additional time for possible conges-
tion. Motorists have been asked not
to park on diversion routes and to
follow instructions issued by traffic
personnel deployed at key junctions.

'Helping' hand behmd fake ED raid at retired employer s Delhi home and how plot unravelled

-

New Delhi, Agency: A domestic
help teamed up with relatives and asso-
ciates to stage a fake Enforcement
Directorate (ED) raid at the residence of
her employer, an 86-year-old retired
architect in southeast Delhi's New
Friends Colony. The victim's grandson,
an ED lawyer, confronted them on the

phone, forcing them to flee with part of

the cash.

The maid, Rekha Devi (40), and her
sister-in-law, Pooja Rajput (45), have
been arrested. The plot also involved
Pooja's husband, an ITBP constable,
and two others. Around 10am on Feb 11,
three people in police uniform forcibly
entered the home, claiming to be ED
officials who'd been asked to conduct a
search. They did not show any warrant,
authorisation letter, or identity proof.

They allegedly intimidated the fami-
ly, confiscated their mobile phones, and
prevented them from seeking help. The

trio demanded that all cash and valu-
ables in the house be handed over.
When a bag containing Rs 10-12 lakh
was given to them, they arranged the
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cash on the dining table and took pic-
tures, threatening the family with arrest.

The victim's wife, meanwhile, man-
aged to contact her grandson, a lawyer

affiliated with ED, who confronted the
group over the phone The suspects then
fled in a car with Rs 3-4 lakh. A case has
been registered.

Deputy commissioner of police
(Southeast) Hemant Tiwari said a team
was formed under SHO Rajender
Kumar Jain. Investigators analysed over
350 CCTV cameras. By stitching the
footage together, they mapped the sus-
pects' movements from the crime scene.

"The trail extended beyond Delhi,
showing the car passing through Sarai
Kale Khan, crossing the Ghazipur bor-
der, and entering Uttar Pradesh, final-
ly stopping at sector 4, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad. Footage also helped cap-
ture the vehicle's registration number,"
DCP Tiwari said. Once the car was
located in Ghaziabad, technical surveil-
lance using mobile tower data and
IMEI tracking identifiedmobile num-
bers active at both the New Friends

Colony crime scene and the Vaishali
parking location at the relevant times.
This led investigators to Pooja's resi-
dence in Ghaziabad. Local intelligence
confirmed that Rekha frequently visit-
ed the address, indicating an insider
connection. During the raid on Pooja's
house, police recovered a deputy com-
mandant's uniform and ID card, a
wireless set box, jewellery and a pistol
with an expired licence.

Interrogation revealed that Rekha,
who had been working as the maid for
two years, was the mastermind of the
plot. She shared it with Pooja, who then
involved her husband, Prakash, who's in
ITBP. Prakash recruited Updesh Singh
Thapa (a retiredarmyman) and Manish.
Rekha, who hails from Chamoli,
Uttarakhand, reportedly provided
detailed information about the house-
hold, including the number of residents
and their daily routines.



