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'No Excuses, Only Work': PM
Rolls Out 33,500cr Projects

The event, held on the DDA
Ground in north Delhi's Burari,

New Delhi, Agency: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi rolled
out projects worth Rs 33,500
crore in Delhi on Sunday and
said that after BJP came to
power, "development has gained
great momentum".

He said the difference
between BJP govt and the
"AAPda" govt is clear. "The
method of the AAPda govt was
less work and more excuses.
Today, the development model
in Delhi is no excuses, only work.
Earlier, projects used to die in
files. Today, projects are being
implemented on the ground," he
said, adding that the launch of
the projects was also proof of
"how necessary it was for Delhi
to be freed from the AAPda" a
year ago.

BJP formed its govt in Delhi in
Feb 2025 after a gap of 27 years,
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defeating AAP, which had ruled
since 2015.

AAP did not speak on the
Prime Minister's criticism of the
party's rule in Delhi when media
reached out for a reaction.

The Rs 33,500-crore projects
include two new corridors of
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation -
Majlis Park-Maujpur Babarpur
(Pink Line) and Deepali Chowk-

Early summer tightens
its grip over capital

New Delhi, Agency: Delhiites con-
tinued to reel under intense heat condi-
tions as the maximum temperature settled
at 35.6 degrees Celsius, seven degrees
above normal, on Sunday at Safdarjung,
which is the city's base station. It rose fur-
ther to 38.9 degrees Celsius, 10 notches
above normal, at Ridge Observatory in
north Delhi.

The mercury at Safdarjung was 35.7
degrees Celsius on Saturday, marking the
earliest time in at least 15 years that the
mercury crossed the 35 degrees Celsius
mark, according to India Meteorological
Department (IMD) data available since
2011. No respite is expected in the coming
days, with daytime temperatures expected
to remain 5-6 degrees Celsius above nor-
mal through the week.

According to IMD, the mercury may
rise further to around 37-39 degrees
Celsius by March 11. However, a slight dip
of around 1-2 degrees Celsius may happen
thereafter. "Persistent clear skies have
been driving temperatures higher in the
capital. Delhi has largely witnessed dry
conditions since the last spell of intense
rainfall towards the end of Jan. Feb saw
only two instances of very light showers.
In the absence of an active western distur-
bance affecting the region, the city consis-
tently experienced clear skies, leading to a
steady rise in the mercury," said a Met
official, adding that a gradual increase in
the mercury is expected over the next few
days. The minimum temperature on
Sunday was recorded at 16.7 degrees
Celsius, three degrees above normal and
slightly lower than Saturday's minimum
of 17.4 degrees Celsius. Forecasts indicate
that nights will remain relatively warm,
with minimum temperatures likely to stay
between 15 degrees Celsius and 18 degrees
Celsius. Meanwhile, Delhi's air quality
remained in the 'poor’ category, with the
average AQI of 247 on Sunday.
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Majlis Park (Magenta Line) - and
three new corridors under Delhi
Metro's Phase V-A work. The
package includes redevelopment
projects worth Rs 15,200 crore
under
Residential
(GPRA) plan to modernise ageing
govt housing colonies and create
infrastructure for govt employees
and administrative offices.

_""‘" “ ) was attended by chief minister

""__‘ " Rekha Gupta and Union minister
Manohar Lal Khattar.

- "The new metro section... will

- provide convenience to lakhs of

General Pool
Accommodation

the

people. In particular, daily com-
mute will become much easier for
people in East and North-East
Delhi. Travelling between Delhi
and NCR cities like Ghaziabad,
Noida, Faridabad and Gurgaion
will become easier," Modi said.
"If the AAPda govt was not here,
this project would have been
completed much earlier.”

Modi said modernising infra-
structure and connectivity, such
as the recently inaugurated Namo
Bharat train and the expansion of
the metro network to 375 km, was
essential to showcase India's con-
fidence globally.

New Delhi, Agency:

Spring in Delhi transforms the
'concrete jungle' into a vibrant,
blooming landscape with the
city getting covered in shades
of red, green, purple and yel-
low.

Flaming red semal (cotton

silk) trees and bougainvillea
spill over several walls.

These also splash hues of

How sprlng has set Delh1 ablaze
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different colours with modern
buildings in the backdrop.
Street art and murals add artis-
tic colour.

Many dividers turn into yel-
low islands due to Tecoma
stans, commonly known as yel-
low bells or trumpetbush. It is
a fast growing evergreen shrub
frequently seen in the city's-
parks, gardens and roadsides.

For 23 years, 1st ride every time: Meet Anil Marwah, who never
misses Day 1 Journey on new De1h1 Metro; clocks 41st ride

New Delhi, Agency: Anil
Marwah (65) has never missed
riding the Delhi Metro on the
first day of any inauguration
since it began operations on
Dec 25, 2002.

On Sunday, he completed
his 41st inaugural ride on the
first train from Deepali
Chowk-Majlis Park. He fol-
lowed that with a second ride
on the  Majlis Park-
MaujpurBabarpur stretch too.

"It all started as fun thing
to do," Marwah said. "I work
with an airline and had earlier
lived in Japan, where I enjoyed
travelling by metro. When
Delhi got its first metro in
2002, my son and I decided to
take a ride from Shahdara.
Since then, I have made sure
to travel on the first train of
every extension," he said.

As the two corridors
opened simultaneously, he
could not catch the first train

on the Majlis Park-Maujpur
Babarpur corridor. The Majlis
Park-Maujpur-Babarpur
stretch is an extension of the
Delhi Metro Pink Line, while

the Deepali Chowk-Majlis
Park section extends the Delhi
Metro Magenta Line.

During the event, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi also
laid the foundation stone for
three corridors under the

metro's Phase V-A expansion,
which will add 16.1 km to the
network. The planned corri-
dors are RK Ashram Marg-
Indraprastha, Aerocity-Indira
Gandhi Airport Terminal-1,
and Tughlakabad-Kalindi
Kunj. With the addition of the
Majlis Park-Maujpur-
Babarpur corridor, the Pink
Line has become the first line
in the Delhi Metro network to

Parking, garbage among old grudges: How 50-year feud explod-
ed on Holi in Delhi's Uttam Nagar, left 26- year -old dead

New Delhi, Agency:
What began as a minor Holi
mishap in southwest Delhi's
Uttam Nagar spiralled into a
deadly clash between two
neighbouring families whose
disputes date back nearly five
decades - a feud fuelled by
everyday frictions over park-
ing, garbage disposal and
neighbourhood tensions.

The violence on March 4
left 26-year-old Tarun dead
and triggered protests, arson
and heavy police deployment
in the area. Police said eight
people, including a minor,
have been apprehended so far
in connection with the inci-
dent. On Sunday, officers
arrested the eighth accused,
38-year-old Imran alias Bunty.

Investigators found that
the two families had been
neighbours for nearly 50 years
and had long-standing dis-
putes over issues such as park-
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ing and garbage disposal.
During the clash, eight peo-
ple sustained injuries - three
from one family and five from
the other. Most were dis-
charged from hospital the
same day, but Tarun was
admitted with serious injuries.
An FIR was initially regis-
tered under provisions related
to attempt to commit culpable
homicide under the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita. After Tarun
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died during treatment on
March 5, the charge of murder
was added.

Police said the situation in
the locality remains tense but
under control. Residents have
been urged not to believe
rumours, and authorities
warned that action would be
taken against anyone
attempting to give the inci-
dent a communal colour or
disturb law and order.

form a complete circular route.
Stretching 71.5 km with 46 sta-
tions, it is currently the longest
line in the system.

Two engineering highlights
of the corridor are the Yamuna
bridge and a double-decker
viaduct. Delhi's first 1.4-km
double-decker viaduct, located
between Bhajanpura and
Yamuna Vihar, will signifi-
cantly reshape the landscape
of northeast Delhi. Metro
trains run on the upper deck,
while the lower deck has been
designed for vehicular traffic.
Trains have already begun
operating on the structure,
though the road ramp con-
necting to the viaduct is
expected to be completed in a
few months.

"The construction of the
ramp for the road section of
the double-decker viaduct,
which was pending, is now
being started as tree-cutting

permission has just come. It
will be completed this year,"
an official said earlier.

With the new corridor
operational, the metro will
cross the Yamuna using its
fifth bridge, linking Soorghat
and Sonia Vihar. The bridge is
among 25 structures spanning
the 22-km stretch of the
Yamuna between the
Wazirabad and Okhla bar-
rages. The other four metro
bridges include Yamuna Bank
on the Delhi Metro Blue Line,
Shastri Park on the Delhi
Metro Red Line, Kalindi Kunj
on the Magenta Line, and
Nizamuddin on the Pink Line.

Meanwhile, the fully ele-
vated Deepali Chowk-Majlis
Park section of the Magenta
Line has seven stations,
including three interchange
points: Madhuban Chowk
(Line-1), Haiderpur Badli Mor
(Line-2), and Majlis Park

NDMC readies plan for
24x7 water supply

New Delhi, Agency: To
accomplish the target for
round-the-clock water supply
in Lutyens' Delhi, NDMC has
started the process of appoint-
ing a consultant to prepare a
25-year water supply master
plan. The consultant will do a
study of the NDMC area,
assess leakage and shortcom-
ings in the pipeline network,
examine the condition of the
infrastructure and prepare
zone-wise networking plans.
"These plans will be revisited
every five years to incorpo-
rate improvements," an offi-
cial said.

Tenders have been invited,
and more than 10 agencies
have expressed interest.
"Issues raised during the pre-
bid meeting will be addressed.
We expect to complete the
process in the next 21 days.
Based on the consultant's pro-
posals, an expert agency will
be hired to execute the plan,”

the official added.

Thereafter, work will be
undertaken in a phased man-
ner, which will eventually
eliminate the need for over-
head tanks in the NDMC area.
With continuous pressurised
supply, residents will no
longer need to store water.

NDMC provides potable
water in the morning and
evening, which is stored in
overhead tanks. Under the
proposed system, supply lines
will remain  pressurised
throughout the day.

Darknet to doorstep: How drug cartel 'Team Kalki' built 4-star reputation on LSD, MDMA across India

New Delhi, Agency: In a
major blow to the growing
digital = narcotics trade,
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) has recently busted a
darknet-enabled pan-India
synthetic drug distribution
network. It was the result of a
three-month intelligence-led
operation in the national capi-
tal. Two suspects, including
the alleged kingpin, have been
arrested. The cartel was
known as 'Team Kalki' and

had acquired a four-star rat- |

ing over the darknet because
of its purported "reliability
and quality of the drugs it
used to supply".

NCB has seized designer
narcotics like 2,338 LSD blot-

ters, 3.6 kg of liquid MDMA and
160 MDMA pills, besides hashish  ket. The contraband was inter-
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from the Netherlands.

"The network was spear-
headed by one Anurag
Thakur and Vikas Rathi, two
suspects who have previous
criminal records," an NCB
spokesperson said, adding
that the two crossed paths
while serving time in Tihar
jail for prior drug-trafficking
offences.

Thakur, who has a BBA
degree from a private uni-
versity, was the technical
expert and the brains behind
the cartel. Rathi, a graduate
from Rohtak, was its 'boots-
on-the-ground' and handled
distribution and clientele.

Thakur was earlier jailed for
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and amphetamine worth several
crores in the international mar-

I = -

methamphetamine trafficking,
while Rathi was held for distrib-
uting charas. Upon their release,
the duo leveraged their criminal
connection to launch 'Team
Kalki' in Jan 2025 and built a
reputation on Dread, a dark web
forum. It eventually migrated its
operations to Session, an
encrypted messaging applica-
tion, to further anonymise their
dealings with select clientele.
The network's reach was
expansive. It used to source
high-grade LSD and MDMA
from international suppliers in
the Netherlands, Poland and
Germany. To evade law enforce-
ment, it employed a 'dead drop'
technique, which involved leav-
ing drugs at pre-determined hid-
den locations, for trusted clients
in Delhi. "The cartel used a rotat-

ing array of different courier
services and Speed Post to com-
plete more than 1,000 orders
across states, including Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, Kerala and
Karnataka," said an official.

Its financial backbone was
complex, involving the use of un-
hosted cryptocurrency wallets to
accept payments in Monero and
USDT. To obscure the money
trail, it routed funds through
multiple intermediary 'mule’
wallets and layers of conversion,
eventually moving the proceeds
into cold storage or the formal
banking system via KYC-compli-
ant accounts.

While multiple electronic
devices and a cryptocurrency
wallet have been recovered,
NCB's investigation remains
active as it works to trace the full

international supply chain.

The cartel's focus was on dis-
tributing LSD and MDMA due to
their clique user-base, which
likes the kind of high these
designer drugs provide.

LSD, or lysergic acid diethy-
lamide, is a potent psychedelic
derived from  ergotamine.
Usually distributed as small
paper blotters or in liquid form,
it is known for inducing vivid
hallucinations.

MDMA functions as both a
stimulant and a hallucinogen.
Frequently sold as 'ecstasy' in pill
form or 'molly' as a powder, the
drug works by triggering a mas-
sive release of serotonin,
dopamine and norepinephrine in
the brain, resulting in intense
euphoria, emotional warmth and
heightened sensory perception.



