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Liquor policy case: Delt

by trial court while discharging Arvind Kejriwal seem erroneous

-t I

New Delhi, Agency: The
Delhi HC on Monday said that a
special court's observations made
against witnesses and approvers in
the liquor policy case while dis-
charging ex-CM Arvind Kejriwal,
Manish Sisodia, and others appear
"prima facie erroneous".

Justice ~ Swarana  Kanta
Sharma, admitting the CBI's revi-
sion plea, has sought responses
from the 23 accused discharged in
the case. The court has also stayed
the special court judge's sharp crit-
icism of the CBI's lead investigat-
ing officer in the liquor policy case.

Justice Sharma said she is "of
the opinion that certain factual dis-
crepancies pointed out in the
impugned order, the observations
made by the trial court regarding
statements of the witnesses and
the approvers, at the stage of
charge itself, prima facie appear
erroneous, and need consideration
when viewed in the background of

& : - J

.
well-settled law on charge and con-
spiracy, as to whether such obser-
vations could have been made at
the stage of charge itself." The HC
has also summoned the trial-court
records of the case and postponed
the ED's money-laundering case,
connected to the liquor policy case,
pending before the same trial court
till CBI revision plea is decided.

L high court says factual discrepancies cited

Posting the CBI's plea for fur-
ther hearing on March 16, Justice
Sharma pointed out that despite
advance notice, none of the 23 per-
sons (or their lawyers) appeared.

On the strictures passed by the
special judge against CBI's lead
investigator, the high court
observed that "...the reasons given
for passing such remarks includ-

ing, concluding that the investigat-
ing officer has abused his official
position to conduct unfair investi-
gation, are prima facie foundation-
ally misconceived, especially when
made at the stage of charge itself."

Solicitor =~ General Tushar
Mehta, representing the CBI,
argued that since all the accused
persons were discharged and
observations were also made with
regard to the case filed by ED, the
HC should ensure that the case
filed under the provisions of
PMLA, 2002 was not affected by
virtue of this order.

In its 5 page order, Justice
Sharma recorded the stand of
CBI that the trial court ignored
crucial and admissible evidence
at the stage of charge itself,
ignoring that it was to only take
a prima facie view of evidence
collected at the stage of charge,
and instead conducted a full-
fledged trial.

Panel flags 'lack of
cooperation' on deemed
forest protection

New Delhi, Agency: The special
empowered committee headed by retired
Justice Najmi Waziri, constituted on the
orders of Delhi High Court for the protec-
tion and demarcation of deemed forests,
has observed in its latest meeting that "the
forest department, which is supposed to
carry out the entire exercise, is not aware
of what it is supposed to do". The commit-
tee, in its minutes of the meeting dated
Jan 7, which was released on March 5,
observed that it has been almost 21
months and no report has been filed by
the forest department despite 16 meet-
ings. A committee was formed in Jan
2024 following an order of the high court,
which stated on Dec 15, 2023, that the
deemed and protected forest areas needed
to be protected and it was the responsibil-
ity of the committee to do so. The court
said the committee would ensure concrete
steps were taken for the protection,
preservation, reclamation and enhance-
ment of forests (protected and deemed).

In April 2024, the court requested a
retired judge of the high court to head the
committee to ensure the cooperation of all
departments. However, almost a year
later, the forest department in July 2025
challenged the order requesting retired
Justice Waziri to head this committee, in
the high court, which is still sub judice.

In its latest meeting, the committee
observed that forest rangers were sent to
the meeting in lieu of the members of the
committee, namely the chief conservator
of forests and the deputy conservator of
forests. The committee noted that the
PWD submitted data to the forest depart-
ment in June 2024, and the forest depart-
ment was to verify forest area plantation
along the road. "It has not done the same
so far. No reason was given.... No report
has been submitted despite the lapse of
almost 20 months," the committee noted,
as per the minutes of the meeting. It
added that there has been consistent
recalcitrance and non-cooperation by the
forest department in the functioning of
this committee.

'Rickrolling' in board exam? CBSE
Class 12 maths paper QR code 'leads' to
Rick Astley song, sparks viral buzr

New Delhi,
Agency: A QR code
reportedly printed on the
Central Board of
Secondary Education's
(CBSE) Class 12 mathe-
matics question paper
has triggered a wave of
online speculation after
students claimed that
scanning it led to the
music video of "Never
Gonna Give You Up" by British
singer Rick Astley, a classic
internet prank known as "rick-
rolling".

The mathematics board
examination was held on March
9 from 10.30am to 1.30pm.
Soon after the test, images of
the question paper began circu-
lating on social media, with sev-
eral students alleging that the
QR code printed on it redirected
them to the 1987 hit song's
video on YouTube.

QR codes are typically

included on board exam papers
for authentication and security
verification. However, accord-
ing to claims shared by students
online, scanning the code
instead opened the music video
associated with the long-run-
ning internet joke in which
unsuspecting users are tricked
into clicking a link that leads to
the song. Videos and screen-
shots posted 'X' quickly went
viral. In one widely shared clip,
a student scans the QR code
from the paper and shows that
it leads to the music video.

School dreams & family hopes, all crushed in matter of minutes

New Delhi, Agency: A
day before a DTC bus crushed
him to death on the Nangloi-
Najafgarh Road, 32-year-old
Ravi Kant Kumar was busy
mapping out his daughter's
future. Sitting with his family
in their rented home in
Nangloi, the transport busi-
nessman had discussed plans
for his six-year-old daughter's
education.

Having moved from Bihar
to Delhi years ago, Ravi had
worked tirelessly to establish
himself after the death of his
parents. "His dream was to
secure enough money to move
his daughter from a local
playschool into a good private
school. He wanted her to have
the education he never had,"”
his brother Shashi Kant told
Media, standing inside the
Sanjay Gandhi Memorial
Hospital's mortuary.

Ravi's dream died on
Monday when his Scooty was
crushed by the speeding DTC
bus that dragged the business-
man for 100 metres. Ravi was

the sole breadwinner. His fam-
ily now faces an uncertain
future. "We had just celebrat-
ed his daughter's sixth birth-
day. His wife and daughter
are now left with no one,"
Shashi said. Among the dead
was also 39-year-old Kamal
Jeet, a salesman who was the
backbone for his elderly par-
ents. He was heading to work
at his elder brother's compa-
ny when the bus hit him. His
father, Jitender, said Kamal

was not just a provider, but a
carer whose aspirations to
earn more were driven by a
sense of duty towards his age-
ing parents.

In another hospital, 20-
year-old Ruby was admitted.
She was critically injured. A
sales worker and a college stu-
dent enrolled in IGNOU, Ruby
was the source of stability for
her family. She earned a mod-
est Rs 13,000 a month that
covered the rent and other

Amid Middle East crisis, oil companies raise domes-
tic LPG refill waltlng period from 21to 25days

New Delhi, Agency: Oil
marketing companies have
increased the minimum wait-
ing period for booking a
domestic LPG refill from 21
days to 25 days to prevent
hoarding and artificial scarcity
of cylinders.

Just last week, oil compa-
nies had increased the mini-
mum booking period to 21
days from the earlier 15 days.

The move comes in the
wake of disruptions in import
of LPG from conflict-hit West
Asia which passes through the
Strait of Hormuz. While tap-
ping the US, Algeria, Norway,
and Canada for LPG supplies,
govt on Monday issued fresh
orders, asking oil refiners to
ramp up production of cooking
gas for domestic consumers.
There are over 33.1 crore LPG
consumers in country.

Officials said an average
household wuses six-seven

domestic cooking gas cylinders
of 14.2kg in a year and typical-
ly does not require a refill for
nearly 50-55 days. While
maintaining that oil compa-
nies have adequate stocks,
officials said the move is aimed
at discouraging panic booking
of cylinders by consumers.
The military conflict in
West Asia has impacted energy
supplies. India imports nearly
90% of its crude oil, while
more than 60% of LPG and
over 50% of LNG require-
ments are met through

imports, most of which come
from the Gulf region.

In an order on Monday,
govt asked oil refiners, includ-
ing petrochemical complexes,
to maximise production of C3
and C4 streams such as
propane, butane, propylene
and butenes being produced,
recovered, fractionated or oth-
erwise available with them,
and utilise them for the LPG
pool to be supplied to state-
run Indian Oil, Hindustan
Petroleum and Bharat
Petroleum.

expenses that her father, an e-
rickshaw driver,
meet alone.

With 17 stitches on her
head and barely able to speak,
her recovery is now a race
against financial ruin. Her
mother, Savitri, said: "Her
salary is our family's only sta-
ble income, which has now
been effectively cut off."

Aman, also injured, was
riding the bike on which Ruby
was the pillion rider. "After the
bus hit us, the bike fell on us. A
car was coming from behind. I
somehow managed to pull her
out before she was crushed,"
Aman said.

Amit, a bus driver who said
he was nowhere near the spot,
became a target of mob van-
dalism that followed the acci-
dent. The injured driver lay
next to Ruby in hospital. His
shirt was splattered with
blood. "I was not near the bus
that was involved. Suddenly,
an angry group dragged me
out of my bus. One man hit me
on the head with a helmet."

could not

New support centre
for mothers of sick
newborns at AIIMS

New Delhi, Agency:
Mothers whose babies are
admitted to the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU)
at AIIMS will soon receive
dedicated support under a
new initiative aimed at easing
the emotional and practical
challenges faced during criti-
cal newborn care. The pro-
gramme, called Mother's
Nest, was launched through a
partnership between
HCLFoundation, AIIMS New
Delhi and non-profit organi-
sation Doctors For You.
Under the project, mothers
staying with babies admit-
ted to the NICU will receive
assistance aimed at improv-
ing their well-being and
helping them cope during
the stressful hospital stay.

Sharjeel Imam Granted 10-
Day Interim Bail To Attend
Brother's Wedding

New Delhi, Agency:A
Delhi court on Monday, grant-
ed 10 days of interim bail to
Sharjeel Imam, who is an
accused in the 2020 Delhi riots
case, to attend his brother's
wedding. Additional sessions
judge Sameer Bajpai granted
the relief from March 20-30.
He has to furnish a personal
bond of Rs 50,000 with two
sureties and comply with cer-
tain conditions. The relief has
come months after Supreme
Court in Jan refused to grant
bail to Imam and co-accused
Umar Khalid in the Delhi riots
conspiracy case.

Imam, in jail since Jan
2020, was booked in several
cases related to protests against
the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) and the National
Register of Citizens (NRC). He
has secured bail in other mat-

ters, but remains incarcerated
in the Delhi riots conspiracy
case, in which police invoked
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

He sought interim relief for
six weeks to attend the wedding
that is later this month.
Ceremonies spanning about a
week will be held in Bihar and
Lucknow. "He was in continu-
ous incarceration for more than
five years and five months," the
defence said.

Pointing to Imam as the
"sole sibling of the groom", the
defence said that there was no
one in the family to take care of
the wedding arrangements. It
also added that Imam's
younger brother was the "pri-
mary caregiver of their ailing
mother", and that the accused
wished to spend some time
with her.

With day and night temps at least 5C above normal, Delhi braces for long summer haul

New Delhi, Agency:
Delhiites witnessed unusual

tures are likely to show a
marginal dip from March 12

early summer-like condi-
tions, with both day and night
temperatures remaining at
least five degrees Celsius
above normal. The city
recorded the warmest morn-
ing of the season as the mini-
mum  temperature on
Monday rose to 19 degrees
Celsius, which is five degrees
above the seasonal average.
The maximum temperature
remained above 35 degrees
Celsius for the third consecu-
tive day.

The day temperature is
predicted to stay between 36
and 38 degrees Celsius on
Wednesday. However, the
Met department forecast that
the day and night tempera-
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onwards.

The minimum tempera-
ture in the city rose by two
degrees Celsius, touching 19
degrees Celsius. "As a west-
ern disturbance started
impacting the western
Himalayan region, it led to
the formation of clouds dur-
ing the early morning hours
in the region, leading to an
increase in the minimum
temperature,” said RK
Jenamani, senior scientist,
India Meteorological
Department.

The Met department pre-
dicted that the minimum
temperature is likely to
remain between 18 and 20
degrees Celsius on Tuesday.

It may, however, dip to around
16 to 18 degrees Celsius by
March 12.

Despite overcast skies in

parts of the city for some time,
the maximum temperature on
Monday was recorded at 35.3
degrees Celsius, seven degrees
above normal.
degrees Celsius on Sunday and
35.7 degrees Celsius on Saturday,
making it the earliest in at least
15 years that the mercury crossed
the 35 degrees Celsius mark.

It was 35.5

The day temperature is

expected to show a marginal
increase. It is likely to hover
between 35 and 37 degrees
Celsius on Tuesday and rise fur-
ther to around 36 to 38 degrees
Celsius on Wednesday. "Under
the influence of a western dis-
turbance, the mercury is expect-

ed to show a decline from
Thursday onwards. Besides, the
city is likely to record cloudy
skies on March 15 and 16, lead-
ing to a dip in day tempera-
tures," said Jenamani. The IMD
predicted that the maximum
temperature may dip to around
35 to 37 degrees Celsius on
Thursday. It may drop further to
around 34-36 degrees Celsius by
March 15.

Meanwhile, Delhi's air quali-

ty remained in the poor catego-
ry, with an average Air Quality
Index (AQI) of 209 on Monday.
It was 247 a day earlier. The air
quality is likely to be in the poor
category on Tuesday, but it may
dip to the moderate category on
Wednesday
according to the Centre's air
quality early warning system.

and Thursday,



