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Left politicians raise
Rahul's 'CJP' comments
at opposition meet

o
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New Delhi, Agency: Days after
Congress functionary and LoP Rahul
Gandhi coined the term "CJP" to deride
CPM as "Communist Janata Party", two
Left leaders from Kerala complained to
the INDIA bloc that such attacks can
hurt cohesion within the opposition
camp.

CPM MP John Brittas and CPI mem-
ber Sandosh Kumar told a meeting of
opposition parties that Rahul Gandhi
should desist from such attacks. They
are learnt to have argued that the con-
necting tissue between parties under the
umbrella of INDIA is their anti-BJP
stance and that the Left is a strong
member of the alliance. Rahul was pres-
ent in the meeting but did not speak on
the issue. The discussion took place dur-
ing the parliamentary strategy meeting
of opposition parties in the office of
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge,
with the attendees including Rahul
Gandhi, Sanjay Raut (Shiv Sena), KC
Venugopal (Congress), Shatabdi Roy
(TMC), Dayanidhi Maran (DMK) and
Ramgopal Yadav (SP).

After the important discussions, the
Left members sought permission to
raise some political issues. But Kharge is
learnt to have turned down the demand,
saying that such matters could be dis-
cussed between individual parties, and
the gathering of opposition parties had
been convened to discuss the parlia-
mentary agenda.

While some members claimed that
Brittas and Kumar were cut short,
sources said they did put their point
across. Though members of India bloc,
the Left and Congress are direct rivals in
Kerala, with the latter pushing to unseat
the Pinarayi Vijayan govt in the state.

During his weekend visit to Kerala,
which was packed with campaign events
for the upcoming state elections, Rahul
alleged that BJP and CPI(M) had
reached an agreement to jointly oppose
Congress. He said it was no longer
CPI(M) and BJP, but CJP (Communist
Janata Party). The public meeting was
attended by the brass of Kerala
Congress. The barb was in line with
Congress allegations that the ruling
party in Kerala has a tacit understand-
ing with BJP to stall Congress, and the
allegations have got shriller since
Congress's UDF alliance swept the local
body elections in Dec, which are said to
be a bellwether for the assembly polls.

Two Delhi-bound flights
from Indore diverted to
Bhopal; loose bitumen

found on runway

New Delhi, Agency: Two IndiGo
flights scheduled to land in Indore were
diverted to Bhopal on Tuesday after
loose bitumen was detected on a section
of the runway during a routine inspec-
tion amid ongoing recarpeting work.

According to the Indore Airport
PRO, the repair and cleaning work was
completed within 20 minutes, after
which the runway was declared safe and
flight operations resumed."During rou-
tine inspection, while runway recarpet-
ing work is in progress, some loose bitu-
men was observed on a section of the
runway surface. The Civil Engineering
team immediately attended the site, and
the required repair and cleaning work
was completed within 20 minutes."

"After ensuring that the runway sur-
face was safe and fit for operations, the
runway was handed over to ATC for the
resumption of flight operations. Due to
the temporary disruption, two IndiGo
flights, 6E6605 (DEL-IDR) and 6E6219
(RPR-IDR), were diverted to Bhopal.
Normal flight operations have since
resumed." Meanwhile, a fire broke out
late Wednesday in the dry grass in the
non-operational area of Indore Airport
in Madhya Pradesh. According to Fire
Sub Inspector Roopchand Pandit, infor-
mation about the fire was received and
teams were immediately deployed to
control the blaze. No casualties were
reported in the incident, and flight oper-
ations continued uninterrupted, offi-
cials said. Local labourers at the site said
the fire spread through the adjacent
campus and the nearby jungle area.

"Even we don't know how this hap-
pened, we have been worried for a very
long time, and we called everyone... We
don't know how far this fire has spread
yet. The fire brigade has also arrived,
and everyone is trying to extinguish the
fire," a labourer told Media.

ECL Marks Women s Day with Health Camps, Cyber Safety Drives

Sanctoria : Eastern Coalfields
Limited celebrated International
Women's Day 2026 with a series of
health, safety and awareness initiatives
across its coalfield areas, focusing on
women’s well-being, education and
empowerment.

The main programme, organised by
Women in Public Sector (WIPS) ECL
on March 9, was held under the theme
“Give to Gain”, aligning with the global
campaign “Rights. Justice. Action. For
All Women and Girls.” Senior officials
including ECL Chairman-cum-
Managing Director Satish Jha, Director
(Technical/Operations) Niladri Roy
and Director (HR) Gunjan Kumar
Sinha attended the event along with
members of the Shatakshi Mahila
Mandal and their families.

A motivational session highlighted
leadership, resilience and confidence
among women employees. An aware-
ness programme on digital safety was
also conducted by the Kolkata Police
Cyber Crime Cell in collaboration with
the Subhas Chandra Bose Scholarship
Foundation, stressing the importance

of cybersecurity in the digital age.
Cultural performances by women
employees from different ECL areas
showcased India’s diverse traditions.
In the run-up to the celebrations,
WIPS ECL organised a two-day special
health camp at Sanctoria Hospital on
March 5 and 6. Women employees
received preventive health screenings

including haemoglobin, blood sugar,
calcium, thyroid profile (TSH), vitamin
D tests, bone density examinations,
general health consultations and
gynaecological screening such as Pap
smear tests.Awareness programmes
were also conducted at Sodepur
Colliery High School and Parbelia
Colliery High School, where around 150

students participated in sessions on
adolescent health, menstrual hygiene,
Polycystic Ovary Syndrome, gynaeco-
logical cancers and cyber safety.

At Pandaveswar Area, ECL’s
Medical Department organised a can-
cer awareness programme on March 7
in association with the Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose Cancer Institute and The
Mission Hospital. The programme
focused on breast and cervical cancer
awareness, early detection and preven-
tion, along with health screenings such
as blood glucose, anaemia, blood pres-
sure and oxygen saturation tests.

Women’s Day was also observed at
the Satgram-Sripur Branch on March 8
at Nazrul Manch, Kopex Colony, where
members of Shatakshi Mahila Mandal
organised activities including a rangoli
competition based on the theme “Give
to Gain”.

The initiatives were coordinated by
WIPS ECL coordinator Smt. Shrabani
Choudhury, bringing together employ-
ees, medical experts, students and com-
munity members to promote health
awareness and women’s empowerment
across ECL’s operational areas.

Bank of Baroda Launches BOB Women Sapphire Savings Account with Health Benefits

Mumbai : India’s interna-
tional banking giant, Bank of
Baroda, has introduced a pre-
mium savings account for
women, the BOB Women
Sapphire Savings Account,
offering a unique blend of
health, lifestyle, and banking
benefits.

The account provides cancer
care coverage of up to ?10 lakh,
free online medical consulta-
tions for up to six family mem-
bers, and discounts on medi-
cines and pathology tests.
Designed to combine premium
banking with lifestyle and well-
ness, the account includes the
BOB RuPay Select Debit Card,
granting domestic airport
lounge access, free gym mem-
berships, health checkups,
spa/salon sessions, OTT sub-
scriptions, and other exclusive
privileges.

Account holders also enjoy
the BOBCard Tiara Credit Card,
offering a 50% waiver on the
first-year membership fee in
the form of reward points,
along with complimentary

Smartphones in classrooms Is a
complete ban the way forward?

h

New Delhi, Agency:
Hamlet's existential dilemma -
"To be or not to be?' - is finding an
echo in Indian schools: To ban or
not to ban smartphones in class-
rooms. With Himachal Pradesh
chief minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu announcing a ban on the
use of mobile phones by students
in all govt and private schools
from March, and his Karnataka
counterpart Siddaramaiah in his
budget speech on March 6

women’s health packages, per-
sonal accident coverage, and
shopping  vouchers from
Myntra, Nykaa, Flipkart, and
Lakme.

Other benefits include 50%
discount on home loan process-
ing fees and 20% reduction in
locker charges, up to a maxi-
mum of 500. The account is tar-
geted at women aged 18-60
with a monthly average balance
of 1 lakh to enjoy the premium
health and lifestyle features.

Speaking on the launch, Dr.
Debadatt Chand, Managing

announcing a ban on social
media for under-16 children,
concerns over excessive smart-
phone use and its impact on chil-
dren's cognitive abilities are back

in the spotlight.

These decisions align with a
growing global push to curb the
use of smartphones in schools
about
shrinking attention spans, social
media addiction and distraction

amid rising concerns

in classrooms.

Director & CEO of Bank of
Baroda, said, “The BOB Women
Sapphire Savings Account
reflects the bank’s commitment
to delivering meaningful,
women-centric financial solu-
tions. Our goal is to integrate
premium banking and lifestyle
benefits with health advan-
tages, catering to the evolving
aspirations of women while
strengthening our engagement
with the progressive female
segment and encouraging sav-
ings.”The account is positioned
as a holistic financial product,
offering women not only finan-
cial security but also healthcare
support and exclusive lifestyle
privileges, emphasizing a for-

ward-looking approach to
women’s empowerment in
banking.

By combining medical cov-
erage, wellness initiatives, and
premium banking services,
Bank of Baroda aims to rede-
fine women’s savings accounts
in India, providing a compre-
hensive solution that aligns
with modern women’s financial
and lifestyle needs.

commissioner

disposes off the

Sabha.

Mallikarjun  Kharge
session resumed after

Roy is learnt

Opposition like

New Delhi, Agency:
The joint opposition is likely
to move a notice for the
removal of chief election
Gyanesh
Kumar soon after Lok Sabha
"removal
notice" against Speaker Om
Birla, latest by Wednesday.
The notice against the CEC
may be moved in Rajya

Sources said TMC raised
the demand in the customary
strategy session of the oppo-
sition INDIA bloc held in the
office of Congress president
on
Monday when the budget

break. TMC MP Shatabdi
to have
impressed upon the gather-
ing the growing problems
with the Special Intensive
Review of electoral rolls in
election-bound West Bengal.
She is said to have referred to
the need to follow up on

New Delhi, Agency:
The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the Centre
to frame a no-fault compen-
sation policy for those who
suffer from serious adverse
effects from COVID-19 vac-
cine. A bench of justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta said that the existing
mechanism for monitoring
adverse events following
immunisation shall continue.

"Union of India to frame a
no-fault compensation policy
for serious adverse events fol-
lowing COVID-19 vaccina-
tion. The existing mechanism
for monitoring adverse events
following immunisation shall
continue and relevant data
may be periodically placed in
the public domain," the apex
court ordered.

"No separate court-
appointed expert body is con-

y to move notice

TMC's demand on the CEC.
Sources said the opposition
parties are on board and a
notice will be filed soon.

The consensus is signifi-
cant as TMC has been
a demanding a removal notice

against CEC Kumar for a few
months, even though its
urgent plea failed to secure
an immediate nod from other
allies. Interestingly, TMC did
not sign the "removal notice"
that the joint opposition
moved against Speaker Birla
towards the end of the first

SC asks Centre to draft 'no-fault
compensation policy' for serious
Covid vaccine side effects

: T ’*\!

i
sidered necessary in view of
the existing mechanism for
scientific assessment of
adverse events following
immunisation," it added.

However, the apex court
said that introduction of such
a compensation scheme
should not be viewed as an
admission of any fault on the
government's part.

Supreme Court's delivered
its verdict on pleas, including
one which alleged that two
women lost their lives in 2021
after taking the first dose of
the Covishield vaccine.

-

for CEC removal

half of the budget session in
Feb.

Media had on Feb 14
reported the opposition will
move the notice against the
CEC upon the resumption of
Parliament. The sudden
convergence between TMC
and the rest of the INDIA
bloc was on evidence on
Sunday when the Bengal
outfit announced that it will
support the no-confidence
against the Speaker, despite
not signing the "removal
notice".

AIIMS, ISRO join hands for space medicine research

New Delhi, Agency:
India's push into human space-
flight is drawing the country's
top medical institute into the
mission. The All India Institute
of Medical Sciences and the
Indian Space Research
Organisation's Human Space
Flight Centre on Monday
signed an agreement to collab-
orate on space medicine, open-
ing the door for research on
how the human body behaves
in space - and how those
insights could improve health-
care on Earth.

The collaboration establish-
es a framework for ground-
based and space-based
research in areas including
human physiology, cardiovas-
cular and autonomic regula-
tion, musculoskeletal health in
microgravity, microbiome and
immunology, genomics and
biomarkers, and behavioural

health.

Explaining the medical sig-
nificance of such studies, Prof
K K Deepak, former head of

physiology at AIIMS, said
research on how the human
body behaves in space can also
help doctors better understand
diseases on Earth. "In micro-
gravity, astronauts experience

L ol

muscle loss, bone weakening
and fluid shifts in the body -
changes that resemble acceler-
ated ageing. Studying these
processes helps scientists
understand how ageing affects
muscles, bones and circulation
in people on Earth," he said.
Technologies developed to
counter these effects in astro-

nauts, such as devices that
improve blood flow in the legs,
could also help treat patients
with circulation problems and
help maintain muscle strength,
he added.

AIIMS director Prof M
Srinivas said the collaboration
would open new frontiers in
medical research. "This MoU
will give us the escape velocity
to venture into space medicine.
Research between AIIMS and
ISRO will benefit patients, the
nation and ultimately
humankind," he said.

Addressing the gathering,
Narayanan highlighted the
journey of India's space pro-
gramme from its early days-
when rockets and equipment
were transported using bicy-
cles and bullock carts-to its
present position as a global
leader in space technology. He
said partnerships with institu-

tions such as AIIMS will play
an important role in strength-
ening India's human space-
flight capabilities.

The programme  also
included an overview of AIIMS'
ongoing work in space medi-
cine research presented by Prof
Deepak. Officials said the part-
nership marks a step toward
strengthening India's capabili-
ties in human spaceflight and
biomedical research as the
country advances its space
ambitions.

The memorandum of
understanding was signed by
AIIMS director M. Srinivas
and Dinesh Kumar Singh,
director of ISRO's Human
Space Flight Centre, in the
presence of ISRO chairman
and secretary, department of
space, V. Narayanan, along
with senior faculty and stu-
dents from the 1nst1tute



