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President emphasises water con-
servation at 'Jal Mahotsav'

New Delhi, Agency: The President of
India, Droupadi Murmu, graced and
addressed the ongoing "Jal Mahotsav 2026"
in New Delhi on Wednesday, highlighting the
critical role of water conservation in securing
the nation's future.

Speaking at the event, the President said
water in India was not merely a basic
amenity, but deeply intertwined with cul-
ture, traditions, livelihood and community
life. She recalled how villagers, especially
women and children, often had to walk long
distances to fetch drinking water.
"Providing clean water was not just a matter
of convenience, it was a matter of time,
health, and dignity," she noted.

She praised the Government of India's Jal
Jeevan Mission for ensuring that rural house-
holds now have access to clean and safe drink-
ing water, stressing that community partici-
pation is essential for sustainable water man-
agement. "When responsibility for a resource
is shared by the entire society, its conserva-
tion becomes more effective," she said.

The President welcomed initiatives like

Cancer deaths in Delhi rise
13pc in 4 yrs: Health
Ministry tells Rajya Sabha

New Delhi, Agency: The national
capital has recorded a nearly 13 per cent
rise in cancer-related deaths over the past
four years, according to data shared by the
Union Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare in the Rajya Sabha.Replying to a
question during the ongoing parliamen-
tary session, Minister of State for Health
and Family Welfare Prataprao Jadhav
presented state and Union Territory-wise
data on cancer incidence and mortality.

According to the figures, cancer deaths
in Delhi increased from 14,494 in 2021 to
16,312 in 2025. The mortality numbers
rose steadily during the period, reaching
14,917 in 2022, 15,386 in 2023 and 15,842
in 2024 before climbing further in 2025.

Cancer incidence in the Capital has
also shown a consistent rise. The number
of cases increased from 25,969 in 2021 to
29,238 in 2025. The data shows 26,735
cases in 2022, 27,561 in 2023 and 28,387
in 2024. Responding to a question on pos-
sible causes behind the disease, the minis-
ter cited findings shared by the Indian
Council of Medical Research. According to
a review published in 2025, the contami-
nation of water sources by pollutants such
as industrial waste, pesticides, heavy met-
als and pharmaceutical residues is emerg-
ing as a significant public health concern.

The review analysed current scientific
evidence and highlighted an association
between contaminated water and certain
types of cancers, including rectal and col-
orectal cancers.

The Union government also informed
Parliament about measures being taken to
strengthen cancer care infrastructure
across the country. Under the
"Strengthening of tertiary care cancer
facilities" scheme, 19 state cancer insti-
tutes and 20 tertiary care cancer centres
have been approved nationwide to
improve access to specialised treatment.

The government also highlighted that
treatment for major non-communicable
diseases, including cancer, is covered
under the Ayushman Bharat - Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, which pro-
vides health coverage of up to Rs 5 lakh
per family annually for secondary and ter-
tiary hospitalisation at empanelled public
and private hospitals.

The minister said initiatives such as
the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Pariyojana and AMRIT pharmacies are
helping improve access to affordable can-
cer medicines, implants and other essen-
tial treatment components, reducing out-
of-pocket expenditure for patients.

"Jal Arpan Diwas", which formalises the han-
dover of water supply infrastructure to gram
panchayats, strengthening local ownership.
The President also acknowledged the sig-
nificant role of self-help groups in water

testing, operations and maintenance, stat-
ing that empowering women through these
groups has brought positive changes in vil-
lages. She said multi-pronged efforts,
including greywater management under the
Clean India Mission, collaboration with the
Central Groundwater Board and campaigns
like Catch the Rain and Jal Sanchay Jan
Bhagidari, are crucial to ensuring water
security.

Emphasising collective responsibility,
Murmu said, "Water is not merely a com-
modity but a priceless asset for future gener-
ations. To secure our future, we must make
water conservation an integral part of our
lives." She expressed confidence that "Jal
Mahotsav" will inspire a mass movement for
water security across the country, particular-
ly by engaging the younger generation.
Organised by the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Jal
Mahotsav 2026 is a nationwide campaign
running from March 8 to March 22, aimed at
strengthening community participation in
rural drinking water service delivery under
the Jal Jeevan Mission.

At 36.8°Celsius, hottest day in Delhi;

New Delhi, Agency: A day
after a seasonal haze, Delhi saw
the warmest day of the year
when the maximum tempera-
ture at Safdarjung, the city's
base station, climbed to 36.8
degrees Celsius.

The maximum temperature
on Wednesday was also the
highest in the first half of March
(before Mar 15) at least since
2011 or at least 15 years. This
was eight degrees above the sea-
son's normal.

The city also saw four con-
secutive days of maximum tem-
peratures above 35 degrees till

rain on March 15 to bring relief

Tuesday, when the temperature
recorded was 35.5 degrees
Celsius. This was seven degrees
above normal. The temperature
rose further because of the clear
skies and warmer winds on
Wednesday.

Ayanagar and the Ridge area
were the warmest at 37.4
degrees Celsius, followed by
Lodhi Road at 37.1 degrees
Celsius. Prior to Wednesday,
the highest temperature record-
ed was 35.7 degrees Celsius on
March 7. Last year on March 26,
the maximum had risen to 38.9
degrees Celsius.

Illegal arms seizures shot up 8% last year

New Delhi, Agency: Amid
multiple incidents of shootings
reported in recent times, Delhi
Police has stepped up its crack-
down on illegal firearms sellers,
with seizures going up by 8% last
year. A total of 1,897 firearms were
seized in 2025, up from 1,750 in
2024, officers said.

Police attributed the rise largely
to a series of coordinated enforce-
ment operations carried out
throughout the year, targeting ille-
gal arms networks. Investigators

police added.

Another officer said several
arrests were made after people
displayed weapons on social
media platforms, which helped
investigators identify and track
them.

Data shows an 11.5% increase
in the recovery of countrymade
pistols - 1,580 such weapons were
seized last year against 1,417 in
2024.

Officers said countrymade pis-
tols were cheaper and easier to

said many of the seized weapons
were illegally manufactured in areas
such as Munger, Lakhisarai and
Khagaria in Bihar and Sendhwa, Dhar,
Burhanpur and Khargone in Madhya
Pradesh, which had long been associat-
ed with such activitities. The number of
people arrested with illegal weapons
under Arms Act have also gone up -
4,196 people last year against 4,074 in
2024.

A senior officer said tracking gun-
runners had become increasingly com-
plex due to their evolving communica-
tion methods and movement patterns.
Many traffickers communicate through
social media platforms, online gaming

Fire breaks out at Mansa Ram Park shanties in south-
west Delhi; several jhuggis gutted, no casualties

New Delhi, Agency: A
fire broke out at the Mansa
Ram Park shanties near the
Matiala fish market in south-
west Delhi's Uttam Nagar on
Wednesday night, gutting sev-
eral jhuggis in the early hours
of Thursday. No casualties
were reported, police said.

According to police, a PCR §
call about a major blaze at the
shanty cluster in Mansa Ram
Park was received at Bindapur

networks and messaging applications,
allowing them to coordinate transac-
tions discreetly and avoid leaving digi-
tal trails. "Even when we obtain their
phone numbers, they often try to out-
smart investigators. They may leave
the traced phone number at home and
carry a different number while travel-
ling to buy or deliver weapons," the
officer said.

Traffickers also frequently alter
their travel routes and switch modes of
transport, moving between buses,
trains, private vehicles and motorcy-
cles, to evade surveillance and make it
harder to track their movements,

manufacture than factory-made
firearms, making them more common
in criminal activity. "A good-quality
countrymade pistol costs around Rs
10,000, while standard factory-made
pistols usually start from Rs 35,000.
These weapons do not require heavy
infrastructure to manufacture; even a
small workshop or a single room is
enough," the officer said, adding that
low production cost and minimal
equipment requirement contribute to
their widespread availability.
According to the data, 317 other
firearms were also seized last year
against 333 in 2024.

Devesh Chandra Srivastava, special

Highlighting  legislative
inaction on the crucial issue
of passive euthanasia

despite the "pious hope"
expressed by it eight years
ago to frame a law, Supreme
Court again on Wednesday
urged the Centre to bring
legislation addressing the

commissioner of police (crime &
PMMC), said police had launched
operations such as Kavach and Aaghat
to dismantle illegal firearms syndicates
and curb their circulation.

"We are not only arresting traffick-
ers but are also targeting the main
sources of weapon supply,” he said,
adding that the focus of the operations
is to break the entire supply chain
behind the illegal arms trade. "We are
also monitoring social media platforms
for the display of weapons, violating
the laws."

Last year, police also launched ini-
tiatives to crack down on the online
glorification of weapons, which has
become increasingly common among
youths. Many young people post such
content to gain rapid social media val-
idation and increase their follower
count, while others do so for thrill-
seeking or to project a sense of domi-
nance. Peer pressure often plays a
role, pushing youths to imitate risky
behaviour they see online. Popular
culture, music trends, and influencer
or gangster-style imagery further
influence these actions, making the
portrayal of weapons seem fashion-
able or aspirational.

SC asks Centre to frame law on
euthanasia, says legislative vac-
uum is not in pubhc interest

New Delhi, Agency:

police station around 11.57pm
on Wednesday. Police teams
rushed to the spot and evacu-
ated residents from the huts as
the fire spread rapidly through
the settlement.

Delhi Fire Service (DFS)
was alerted and around 28 fire
tenders were pressed into
service to douse the flames.
Officials said the firefighting
operation continued for sever-
al hours before the blaze was

around 3am on Thursday.
Authorities said several
shanties were damaged or
destroyed in the fire.
Police also noted that a
fire had broken out at the
same location earlier this

month. On Mar 7, police had
received a PCR call regarding
a blaze at the site, which was
extinguished with the help of
eight fire tenders. No injuries
were reported in that incident

at Bindapur police station
under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita in connection with
the earlier fire.

The land where the
shanties stand is privately
owned, though its ownership
is currently under dispute,
police said, adding that there
had been multiple complaints
in the past about illegal
garbage dumping at the site
and instances of waste being

practice of euthanasia
and/or the withdrawal of med-
ical treatment as it is related to
right to life with dignity.

A bench of Justices J B
Pardiwala and K \Y%
Viswanathan said that a law
had not been framed despite
two law commission reports
and several private members'
bills being introduced in
Parliament, but there was no
sustained legislative delibera-

court's intervention to frame
guidelines was never intended
to supplant legislative wisdom,
but only to operate as a tempo-
rary constitutional bridge until
Parliament discharges its role.

"There are moments when

legislative inaction speaks
more loudly than legislative
action, and the absence of reg-
ulation with regard to the
issue at hand presents one

finally brought under control either. A

case was registered

set on fire.

tion on the issue. It said that

Political leaders congratulate L-G Sandhu

New Delhi, Agency: rf
Political leaders across party
lines on Wednesday congrat-
ulated Taranjit Singh Sandhu
on assuming charge as the
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi,
expressing hope that his
experience and leadership
would contribute to the devel-
opment and governance of
the national capital.

Praveen Khandelwal, MP

from Chandni Chowk,
extended his best wishes to
the newly appointed

Lieutenant Governor and
described him as an experi-

understanding would help

more organised, safe, clean

enced and visionary adminis-
trator with a distinguished
diplomatic career.
Khandelwal said Sandhu's
administrative acumen, glob-
al exposure and deep policy

take Delhi to new heights of
development and good gover-
nance. He expressed confi-
dence that under Sandhu's
leadership, the city would
move towards becoming a

and citizen-friendly Capital.
Khandelwal also appreci-
ated the contributions of for-
mer L-G VK Saxena, saying
his tenure was marked by
proactive leadership and a

development-oriented
approach. He said initiatives
related to infrastructure
development, administrative
reforms and expansion of
public  facilities  gained
momentum during Saxena's
tenure.

Devender Yadav, presi-
dent of the Delhi Pradesh
Congress Committee, also
welcomed Sandhu's appoint-
ment and said the people of
Delhi expect him to play a
proactive role in improving
infrastructure and gover-
nance in the city.

Yadav said the Congress,
as a responsible opposition,
has consistently raised issues
concerning residents and
hoped the new L-G would
focus on addressing infra-

structure gaps and adminis-
trative challenges.

He also criticised the Delhi
Government led by Rekha
Gupta, alleging that several
election promises, including
financial assistance to women
and subsidised cooking gas
cylinders, have not been
implemented.

Yadav expressed hope that
the new L-G would use his
administrative experience to
strengthen governance and
address the concerns of resi-
dents in the national capital.

Meanwhile, Naresh
Kumar, senior spokesperson
of the Delhi Pradesh
Congress Committee, also
congratulated Sandhu and
conveyed his best wishes for
a successful tenure.

such instance.

Row over JNU VC's remark escalates

New Delhi, Agency: As the row over
alleged casteist remarks made by Jawaharlal
Nehru University vice-chancellor Santishree
Dhulipudi Pandit continues, JNU Students'
Union on Wednesday announced the results of
a campus referendum seeking her removal,
claiming that 2,181 students had voted in
favour of her ouster. The referendum, however,
has been questioned by a section of students
and faculty members, who say the union has no
statutory authority to conduct a vote seeking
the removal of a VC.

The exercise, conducted on March 10 across
different schools of the university, saw 2,409
students cast their votes, of whom 207 voted
for the continuation of the VC, while 21 ballots
were declared invalid, JNUSU said. The uni-
versity has around 9,000 students across mul-
tiple disciplines. The union said the exercise
was aimed at "democratically ascertaining the
opinion of the student community" on whether
Dhulipudi Pandit should continue in office in
light of her alleged remarks and what it
described as administrative irregularities.
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