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Congress workers cook tea on Chulha
during LPG shortage protest in Delhi

New Delhi, Agency:
Congress workers on Friday
staged a protest outside the
Indian National Congress head-
quarters in Delhi, alleging a
shortage of LPG cylinders and
demanding the resignation of
Union petroleum and natural gas
minister Hardeep Singh Puri,
according to Media.

The protesters accused the
Centre of failing to ensure ade-
quate supply of cooking gas and
of misleading the public about the
situation. As part of the demon-
stration, party workers set up a
makeshift chulha (traditional
stove) and prepared tea, raising
slogans against the government
and highlighting the difficulties
faced by households due to the
reported shortage.

Protesters claimed that many
families across the country were
struggling to obtain LPG cylin-

ders and had been forced to
revert to traditional cooking
methods.

A Congress leader alleged that
the crisis was the result of flawed
policies of the central govern-
ment. "The cylinder has disap-
peared from the kitchen of every
household. Due to the wrong
policies of the country's Prime
Minister, somehow we have been
forced into this gas shortage.

Today in the country, people are
standing in line for gas cylinders,
and some are even fainting
there," the leader said.

The leader further claimed
that the situation had affected
several establishments, including
public canteens. "The condition
of the people is such that today
even the canteen of the Delhi
High Court is closed due to the
shortage of gas, but in Parliament

they claim there is no shortage,"
he said.

Drawing parallels with earlier
crises, the Congress leader added,
"Just as people were made to
stand in queues during demoneti-
sation and oxygen shortages dur-
ing the COVID-19 period, today
the whole country is standing in
line for gas cylinders." As the
protest intensified, personnel
from Delhi Police intervened and
detained several workers partici-
pating in the demonstration.

Meanwhile, Congress MP
Mohammad Jawed also ques-
tioned the government's claims
on LPG availability, asking why
prices had increased if there was
no supply problem. "Be it
demonetisation, lockdown, why
have the rates (of LPG) been
increased, if there is no problem?
Why are people not getting
LPG?" he said.

Minister felicitates Delhi
Metro enthusiast for 24 year
tradition of first rides

New Delhi, Agency: Union minister
of state for housing and urban affairs
Tokhan Sahu felicitated Anil Marwah, a
dedicated metro enthusiast, for his 24-
year tradition of riding the first train on all
new corridors of Delhi Metro.

Media reported on Monday that
Marwah (65) never missed riding Delhi
Metro on the first day of any inauguration
since Delhi Metro Rail Corporation began
operations on an 8.4-km stretch on Dec
25, 2002. On Sunday, he completed his
41st inaugural ride on the first train from
Deepali Chowk to Majlis Park, followed by
his 42nd ride on the Majlis Park-Maujpur-
Babarpur stretch.

Sahu said such stories reflect the
strong emotional connection citizens
developed with Delhi Metro. He described
the metro as a transformative urban
mobility solution and a symbol of India's
modern infrastructure development. He
also noted that the project was initiated
during the tenure of the National
Democratic Alliance govt led by former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
whose vision laid the foundation for mod-
ern metro rail systems in the country and
triggered rapid expansion of metro net-
works nationwide.

Enforcement directorate challenges
interim bail granted to jawad ahmed
siddiqui in money laundering case

New Delhi, Agency: Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Thursday challenged
in Delhi High Court the two-week interim
bail granted to Al Falah University group
chairman Jawad Ahmed Siddiqui in a
money laundering case, arguing that the
trial court failed to consider his alleged
involvement in the Red Fort blast case.

Appearing before Justice Saurabh
Banerjee, ED contended that ill health of
Siddiqui's wife was merely a "ruse" to
secure relief and that the trial court's
order was perverse and contrary to the
mandate of Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The agency also argued that the trial
court's observation that the couple's chil-
dren could not return to India due to the
ongoing crisis in West Asia was contrary
to ground reality, noting that internation-
al travel continued daily. The high court
issued notice to Siddiqui and listed the
matter for further hearing on March 19.
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interim bail granted to jawad ahmed
siddiqui in money laundering case

New Delhi, Agency:
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
on Thursday challenged in
Delhi High Court the two-week
interim bail granted to Al Falah
University group chairman
Jawad Ahmed Siddiqui in a
money laundering case, arguing
that the trial court failed to con-
sider his alleged involvement in
the Red Fort blast case.

Appearing before Justice
Saurabh Banerjee, ED contend-
ed that ill health of Siddiqui's
wife was merely a "ruse" to
secure relief and that the trial
court's order was perverse and
contrary to the mandate of
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The agency also argued that
the trial court's observation that
the couple's children could not
return to India due to the ongo-
ing crisis in West Asia was con-
trary to ground reality, noting

that international travel contin-
ued daily. The high court issued
notice to Siddiqui and listed the
matter for further hearing on
March 19.

Last week, the trial court
granted Siddiqui interim bail
for two weeks in a money laun-
dering case linked to the alleged
generation of illicit funds
through fees paid by students of
his Faridabad-based education-
al institution. The court took a
humanitarian view, allowing
him to attend to his wife, who is
undergoing treatment for stage
IV ovarian cancer.

Seeking cancellation of the
bail, the ED said the accused's
children could have returned if
the situation was truly grave.

"Antecedents of this person
were ignored. He is an accused
in the Red Fort blast case and
has links with individuals
involved," the agency argued.

Probe ordered after release of accused in 80 kg charas seizure case

Sagar Suraj

Motihari/Sugauli:
The East Champaran police
have ordered a probe after
three accused arrested in a
case involving the seizure of
80 kg of charas were released,
raising questions over the
investigation and prosecution in
the matter. The role of the then
investigating officer (10), the
station house officer (SHO ) of
Sugauli police station and the
prosecution officer will also be
examined as part of the inquiry.
East Champaran superintendent
of police Swarn Prabhat has
constituted a three-member
committee to investigate the
case. The panel comprises the
DSP (Headquarters ), the cyber
DSP and the Sadar SDPO.
According to police records,
the alleged seizure was
made on March 21, 2024,
in the Sugauli police station

An FIR (No. 123/24)
registered under the
provisions of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act, and
three persons were arrested
in connection with the case.
Given the large quantity of
the contraband, the case was
considered a serious instance
of organised drug trafficking.
However, the matter came under
scrutiny after the three accused
were subsequently released by
the court. Their release has
triggered questions regarding
the quality of the investigation
and the handling of evidence.
Police sources said the quick
release of the accused in a
involving such a large
seizure points towards possible
lapses in investigation or weak
prosecution. Preliminary inputs
suggest that there may have
been procedural shortcomings
in the preparation of the

arca.
was

case

In connection with the seizure of narcotics at Sugauli Railway Station
in March 2025, the Economic Offences Unit (EOU ) registered a First

Information Report (FIR) against

nine public servants—including the

then GRP Station House Officer (SHO) Soti Kumar, RPF Outpost In-
charge Rajiv Ratan Singh, the case’s Investigating Officer (10) and

Police Inspector Prashant Kumar,

RPF Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI)

Prabhu Hazra, Head Constable Ritesh Kumar Verma, Constable Govind
Kumar Mahto, GRP Constable Mohammad Zakir, Constable Samir Alam,
and the then Circle Officer Kundan Kumar—under various sections of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNS ), including Section 59(1) of
the NDPS Act. Two months after the incident, when the seized material
was presented before the court, bricks were found inside the packets. A
three-member inquiry committee—constituted by the Rail ADG and Police
Headquarters to investigate the entire matter, and comprising Motihari
ADM Shailendra Kumar Bharati, Samastipur RPF Commandant Sheikh
Jan Ahmed Jani, and Muzaffarpur Rail SP Veena Kumari—submitted
an inquiry report in which they deemed the procedure for preparing the
seizure list to be suspicious. The report noted that the time recorded for
the registration of the FIR in the case was incorrect; furthermore, despite
the presence of all the concerned officers, the GRP SHO failed to sign the
seizure list, and the weight and measurement certificate for the recovered

items was found to be dubious.

seizure list, documentation
of evidence and the case
diary. It is also suspected

21 guards suspended for failing to stop protesters at JNU

New Delhi, Agency:
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) has suspended 21 secu-
rity personnel, including six
senior supervisors, for up to
seven days for failing to stop
rusticated JNUSU office-bear-
ers, barred from the campus
for a year, from erecting an
encampment on a campus
lawn during the recent weeks-
long class lockdown.

The encampment had
become the site of a prolonged
student sit-in against the vice
chancellor's alleged casteist
remarks, where protesters had
organised open classes and
gatherings attended by aca-
demics from other universities
while regular classes on the
campus remained disrupted.

The JNU administration
told Media that the discipli-
nary action was ordered for
"administrative reasons" as
the suspended personnel had
failed to discharge their duties
during the protest period.
Officials said several outsiders

had managed to enter the cam-
pus and unknown vehicles
without valid stickers were
found parked near administra-
tive buildings, raising security
concerns.

A suspended supervisor,
speaking on the condition of
anonymity, said the staff were
verbally informed about the
decision without any formal
written communication. "We
were told that we had failed to
stop protesting students from
putting up the camp. The in-
charge called 21 of us, includ-
ing supervisors and guards,
and said there was an order

from the director of security to
suspend us," the supervisor
said, adding that all of them
are contractual employees.

Prof Arun Sidram Kharat,
director of the security depart-
ment at JNU, said the action
was taken for administrative
reasons. "Some of the staff
have been suspended for
seven days. The decision was
taken based on reports of
lapses during the protest peri-
od," he said.

JNU Students Union con-
demned the suspensions and
demanded that the guards be
reinstated immediately.

that the prosecution may not
have been able to present a
strong case before the court.

Challenging h

saves 40- mlnute old girl

New Delhi, Agency:
Doctors at a Delhi private hos-
pital performed a minimally
invasive cardiac procedure on
a pre-term newborn barely 40
minutes after birth, restoring
heart function in what doctors
described as one of the most
challenging neonatal cardiac
emergencies they had handled.

The girl was born with a
critically narrowed aortic
valve, severely weakened heart
muscle, and significant fluid
accumulation around the heart
- a combination of conditions
that often carries a poor prog-
nosis. The complication was
first detected during a fetal
ultrasound at 30 weeks of
pregnancy at another city hos-
pital.

After the diagnosis, the
parents consulted specialists
at Fortis Escorts Okhla, where
a multidisciplinary team led by
paediatric cardiologist Dr
Neeraj Awasthy began plan-

The inquiry committee has been
tasked with examining whether
the seizure of 80 kg charas was
properly documented, whether
any irregularities occurred
during the investigation process
and whether negligence or
possible collusion played a role
in the release of the accused.

Officials said the panel
will scrutinise all relevant
documents, including the
seizure memo, case diary

and other evidence, and may
question the officers associated
with the investigation. Based
on the findings, departmental
action, suspension or even the
registration of a fresh case
could be recommended against
those found responsible.
Drug seizure cases in East
Champaran
controversy in the past as well,
and the outcome of the latest
inquiry is likely to be closely
watched.

have drawn

eart procedure

ning an emergency interven-
tion to save the unborn child.

At 31 weeks of pregnancy,
the baby was delivered via cae-
sarean section at the referral
hospital. Within minutes, a
team from Fortis Escorts -
including paediatric cardiolo-
gists, neonatologists, anaes-
thetists and critical care staff -
reached the facility. The new-
born was intubated and sta-
bilised within 15 minutes of
birth before being prepared for
the cardiac intervention.

HC questions blanket ban on protests at Delhi University

New Delhi, Agency: The
Delhi High Court on Thursday
declined to immediately stay the
blanket prohibition on protests,
demonstrations and processions
across the Delhi University cam-
pus, but made it clear that such
an absolute restriction cannot
exist in law and requires closer
scrutiny.

A Bench of Chief Justice D K
Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas
Karia asked Delhi University and
the Delhi Police to file their
responses to a petition filed by a
law student challenging the ban

imposed by the university
administration.
During the hearing, the

Bench said the order had already
been in operation for some time
and could continue for a short
period until the court examined

DELHI

the matter in detail.

"Since when has this order
been operating? Let it operate for
10 more days," the Bench
observed, while directing the
authorities to file their replies
within a week. The matter has
been listed for further hearing on

r;u nnum
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March 25.

The court also issued notices
to the Centre and two colleges
affiliated with University of
Delhi. Appearing for the univer-
sity, the counsel submitted that
the proctor's order imposing the
ban was issued in view of a pro-

hibitory order passed by the
Delhi Police restricting the
assembly of five or more persons
in the North Campus area.

The Bench, however, ques-
tioned the rationale behind a
complete prohibition on protests
and demonstrations, observing
that such sweeping restrictions
may run contrary to the funda-
mental freedoms guaranteed
under the Constitution.

At the same time, the court
cautioned students against mis-
using their constitutional liber-
ties. "This liberty can't be mis-
used. It is only because of Article
19 that we are interfering. You
need to conduct yourself fairly,"
the Bench remarked, indicating
that a balance must be main-
tained between maintaining
public order and protecting con-

stitutional rights.

The police informed the court
that the prohibitory order was
initially issued for a month after
intelligence inputs indicated the
possibility of a clash between two
student groups. The order was
later extended till April 25.

The Bench responded that
maintaining law and order was
the responsibility of the police
and questioned why controlled
or regulated gatherings could not
be permitted instead of imposing
a blanket ban. "Permit meetings
with restrictions. Take action if
there is a violation, but won't a
blanket ban on meetings be an
infringement of Article 19?" the
court asked.

The petition has been filed by
Uday Bhadoriya, a student of the
Campus Law Centre. The plea

contends that the prohibition
order issued on February 17 by
the university proctor was arbi-
trary, vague and disproportion-
ate, and was issued without con-
sultation with the students'
union, teachers' bodies or aca-
demic councils.

According to the petition, the
ban has disrupted academic life,
with seminars and student
events cancelled or postponed,
including several annual college
festivals. The restriction fol-
lowed two FIRs registered by the
Delhi Police after clashes
between student groups during a
protest in February. In a sepa-
rate incident on February 12,
historian Irfan Habib had a
bucket of water thrown at him
while addressing a social justice
programme on the campus.
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