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India Inc yet to build capabilities for
net-zero shift: IMT-UNGCNI study

New Delhi, Agency: A
new study on India's sustainabil-
ity transition found that while
the corporate sector is increas-
ingly embracing sustainability, it
still lacks the skills and organisa-
tional capacity needed to trans-
late climate commitments into
real action. The report, 'Building
India's Net Zero Capability:
Industry Readiness and Skills',
prepared by IMT Ghaziabad in
collaboration with the United
Nations Global Compact Network
India (UNGCNI), was launched
here by Atish Chattopadhyay,
Director IMT, and Ratnesh Jha,
Executive Director UNGCNI, on
Friday.

The first-of-its-kind study
examines how ready Indian busi-
nesses are to meet sustainability
and net-zero goals, which further
transcends to  Sustainable
Development Goals.

"The modern industrial sys-

tem, built on coal, oil and gas,
powered growth and improved
living standards for over a centu-
ry. But it now presents a major
challenge: how can we continue
to grow and prosper without
damaging the planet's ecosystems
that sustain life," said Atish
Chattopadhyay in the context of
India as a major energy importer.

Based on a survey of 113
organisations across sectors such
as manufacturing, finance, tech-
nology, logistics and retail, the

New Delhi,
Agency: The Crime
Branch of Delhi Police

Delhi Police bust pirated
NCERT books racket,
arrest DU graduate

Supreme
Central

study found a widening gap
between intent and execution
capabilities.

India aims to achieve net zero
emissions by 2070. The study
flagged major capacity gaps to
ascertain what motivates firms to
adapt, embed sustainability prac-
tices, and build capability to
move from compliance to execu-
tion. It asserted that while sus-
tainability is gaining traction
within India Inc and leadership
intent is often strong, operational

readiness remains uneven.

Many companies began inte-
grating environmental, social and
governance (ESG) practices, par-
ticularly around energy use,
emissions management and sup-
ply-chain oversight. However,
fragmented responsibilities, lim-
ited data systems and skill short-
ages continue to slow progress.

The survey highlighted regu-
lation as a major trigger, with
about 51% of firms citing regula-
tory requirements as a key driv-
er. At the same time, around
68% said internal leadership
vision is pushing companies to
adopt sustainability strategies.
Yet, it found that organisational
capacity remains limited. Over
half the surveyed companies
reported having "fewer than 5
professionals dedicated to sus-
tainability or ESG roles, and
nearly 1 in 10 said they had no
dedicated personnel at all".

New Delhi, Agency: A
first-year BTech student of IIT-
Delhi is suspected to have died
by suicide on the campus on
Thursday. According to police,
preliminary investigation sug-
gests depression may have led
to the incident. No suicide note
was recovered from the spot.

Cops at Kishangarh police
station received information
about the incident around
8.35am Thursday. On reaching
the spot, they discovered the
body of the student in his room
at New Vindhyachal
Apartments on the campus. A
doctor at IIT-Delhi Hospital
examined him and declared him
brought dead.

Preliminary inquiry revealed
the student, aged 19, resided in
the apartment with his mother,
who had gone to her native
place in Rajasthan on March 10.
She last spoke with him over the
phone on March 11, around
11pm. The following morning,
when he did not respond to her

and Scientific Management of
Zoos in India, 2008. It pre-
scribes a minimum outdoor

has arrested a Delhi
University graduate
and seized a massive
consignment of pirated
educational material during a raid at a
godown in Shahbad Daulatpur village, in
outer Delhi, officials said on Friday. A total
of 5,011 counterfeit textbooks of the
National Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) were recovered
from the premises, the police added.

The accused, identified as Arvind
Kumar, was apprehended after a tip-off
prompted authorities to investigate the
storage and distribution of fake education-
al books circulating in the national capital
region. Officials said the raid was conduct-
ed on March 12 following specific intelli-
gence that a large stockpile of pirated
NCERT books, catering to students from
Classes 1 to 12, had been hoarded in the
godown for commercial sale.

During the search operation, police
found thousands of textbooks in both
Hindi and English stacked neatly inside
the warehouse. Representatives from
NCERT were called to inspect the seized
material and confirmed that the books
were counterfeit. Following verification,
the entire stock of 5,011 books was confis-
cated, and Kumar was taken into custody
on the spot. A formal case has been regis-
tered, and further investigations are
underway to identify other individuals
involved in the production, storage, and
distribution of the pirated textbooks.

Police sources revealed that Kumar,
originally from Bihar, had moved to Delhi
in 2003, where his father worked as a
newspaper hawker. Kumar later graduated
from Hansraj College, University of Delhi,
and pursued a master's degree through
Indira Gandhi National Open University.

Officials noted that after failing to
secure a government job through compet-
itive examinations, Kumar allegedly
turned to the business of selling pirated
NCERT textbooks in 2022. Police records
indicate that he is a repeat offender, hav-
ing previously been booked in two sepa-
rate cases related to the sale of counterfeit
books in Delhi. Authorities have warned
parents and students to purchase educa-
tional material only from authorized
sources and emphasized that counterfeit
books not only infringe copyright laws but
also jeopardize students' learning by pro-
viding inaccurate content.

Committee (CEC) has recom-
mended that only 38 deer
should be retained in the deer
park at Hauz Khas, given the
space available. The remaining
animals, now over 350, should
be translocated to Rajasthan
in a phased manner. It also
suggested that the Central Zoo
Authority (CZA) restore the
park's status as a mini zoo, and
several habitat enrichment
measures must be undertaken
too.

After the recommendations
of the CEC, Supreme Court
will take the final call. In a
report dated March 6, the CEC
said the enclosure can sustain-
ably and humanely accommo-
date 38 spotted deer, with an
optimal sex ratio of 15 males to
23 females. It observed that
261 deer had already been

shlfted to Ramgarh Vishdhari
Tiger Reserve and Mukundara

Hills Tiger Reserve in
Rajasthan between 2023 and
2025.

The CEC observed that the
current deer population at the
park is substantially in excess
of the scientifically assessed

capacity, giving rise to serious
concerns of animal welfare,
habitat sustainability, and
long-term population manage-
ment.

"For assessing the carrying
capacity of the deer enclosure,
the CEC examined the
Guidelines for Establishment

MCD to continue with existing toll agency
as city prepares for AN PR rollout

New Delhi, Agency:
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) on Friday
approved a six-month exten-
sion for the agency managing
toll collection at 156 plazas
across the capital, with the
current contract set to end on
April 9.

The extension will remain
in force until a fresh tender is
finalised or the six-month
period lapses, whichever
comes first, and the civic body
will continue with the existing
annual revenue arrangement
of around Rs 864 crore.

Supreme Court had earlier
suggested that MCD consider
removing nine toll plazas
located on national highways
entering Delhi to help reduce
traffic congestion.

Based on a report from the
Commission for Air Quality
Management, the apex court
also asked MCD to explain
why immediate steps should

not be taken to install and fully
operationalise a barrier-free
Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF)
system integrated with RFID
and Automatic Number Plate
Recognition (ANPR) at all toll
points by Oct this year to ease
congestion at Delhi's border
entry points. The court added
that if MCD failed to meet the
MLFF deadline, it could be
directed to restrict toll collec-
tion at the nine plazas only to
vehicles liable to pay environ-
ment compensation charges

during the peak winter
months.

MCD officials said the civic
body is already working on it
and plans to introduce ANPR
systems across 156 toll points.
Once implemented, vehicles
will not have to stop at plazas,
as cameras will scan number
plates and deduct toll amounts
from FASTag accounts linked
to the vehicle registration
number. The request for pro-
posal for installing the system
has been issued, officials said.

enclosure area of 1,500 sq
metres per pair of spotted
deer.... Treating approximate-
ly 70% of the gross enclosure
area as net usable open space,
the existing enclosure at AN
Jha Deer Park, measuring
about 10.26 acres (around
41,500 sq metres), provides an
estimated usable area of about
29,000 sq metres," the report
said.

The CEC also flagged signs
of ecological stress within the
enclosure, noting overgrazing,
soil compaction and deteriora-
tion of ground vegetation. It
recommended the planting of
native grass, restoring of water
bodies and lakes within the
park, repairing of damaged
fencing and night shelters.

"Conservation science and
contemporary wildlife man-

First-year IIT-Delhi student dies by
suicide on campus; no note found

calls, another resident opened
the room with the help of secu-
rity staff and discovered the
youth had taken the extreme
step.

Crime and FSL teams
inspected the scene. The stu-
dent's father, whose statement
was recorded by police,
expressed no suspicion of foul
play. The body was sent to
Safdarjung Hospital for a post-
mortem examination and later
handed over to the family.

Following the incident, the
security officer of IIT-Delhi, cit-
ing a Supreme Court judgment
from Ma-rch 24, 2025, submit-
ted a written complaint request-
ing registration of an FIR and a
detailed investigation.

SC panel recommends retaining 38 deer at Hauz Khas
deer park and translocatlng remaining to rajasthan

New Delhi, Agency: The
Court-appointed
Empowered

agement recognise transloca-
tion and prey augmentation as
legitimate and widely accept-
ed tools, particularly where
such interventions are direct-
ed towards restoration of eco-
logical balance,” the report
said. The committee said that
in the absence of individual
identification measures such
as ear tags, collars, or other
permanent markings at the
time of release, the precise
survival rate of the translocat-
ed deer could not be ascer-
tained.

The park, which was set up
in 1968 with just six deer
brought from Uttarakhand,
saw its population expand sig-
nificantly over the decades. In
2023, CZA withdrew its mini
z0oo recognition and approved
the translocation of nearly 600
deer, a decision that was sub-
sequently  challenged in
Supreme Court.

Bank ordered to pay Delhi-based
company for refusing to deposit Rs
3.2 crore during demonetlsatlon

New Delhi, Agency:
In 2016, Axis Bank refused
to allow a Delhi-based
company to deposit Rs 3.2
crore in cash during
demonetisation. The
National Consumer
Disputes Redressal
Commission has now
ordered the bank to pay the
amount with 6% interest to
the company as its cash
turned into "worthless paper"”
when the deadline passed and
suffered "irreversible loss".

The bank defended its deci-
sion on the ground that the
deposit was suspicious, but the
commission said the bank uni-
laterally branding the com-
plainant, Procure Logistics
Services Private Limited, as a
high-risk account and denying
deposit of cash in their own
KYC-compliant account dur-
ing the critical time window

b

violated govt policies and RBI
notifications.

Even assuming that the OP
Bank entertained any doubt or
suspicion, the lawful course
open to it was to accept the
deposits, bring the funds with-
in the formal banking channel
and thereafter facilitate post-
transaction reporting and
investigation by the designat-
ed authorities," a bench of J
Rajendra and A K Mendiratta
said in its order.

Where time surrenders to shade of trees and greenery of parks

New Delhi, Agency: Step
into Jor Bagh and the city's chaos
pauses at its gates. Streets lined
with trees stretch ahead, most
houses face lush parks, and the
neighbourhood seems infused
with a stillness locals proudly call
its biggest luxury. "Jor Bagh is all
about this sense of calm," most
of them say when asked what
defines this upscale south Delhi
residential area.

Developed in the immediate
decades after Independence,
mainly during the 1950s and
1960s as the capital expanded
beyond Lutyens' Delhi, Jor Bagh
quickly grew into one of the city's
most prestigious addresses.
Located close to Lodhi-era mon-
uments and sprawling gardens,
the colony's name is believed to
have come from a nearby histor-

ical tomb complex linked to that
period.

Planned as a low-density res-
idential neighbourhood, Jor
Bagh soon became home to sen-
ior bureaucrats, diplomats,
politicians and professionals.
Over time, several old bungalows
have made way for modern low-
rise apartments, but the wide
roads, green cover and quiet res-

idential feel have largely sur-
vived the inevitable transition.
For Jor Bagh RWA President,
Anmol Khanna, the story of Jor
Bagh is also a deeply personal
one. He arrived here more than
35 years ago when he was still in
his second year of college, and
has watched the neighbourhood
evolve from a quiet government
enclave into one of Delhi's most

sought-after addresses.

Jor Bagh has around 233
houses, and many families have
been living here for over 70
years. Like them, much of the
yesteryear charm, Khanna says,
still holds today. "There's still
greenery all around.”

"There is a sense of calmness
in our colony. When you enter,
the first thing you notice is the
greenery. I shifted here over 35
years ago, when I was in my sec-
ond year of college. Jor Bagh has
233 houses, and the area was
largely home to families residing
here for over 70years. The clean-
liness was remarkable. There
were far fewer cars on the road
and everything felt well managed
and amazing neighbourhood
feeling," Khanna said.

"Fast forward to today, it is

still one of the best places to live.
You enter and see greenery all
around. Most houses face parks,
and that view is what people
value the most. The calmness
inside the colony still remains.
Of course, parking has become a
problem as the number of cars
has increased. On cleanliness
too, Jor Bagh RWA pioneering to
be zero-waste neighbourhood in
Lutyens Delhi. What has truly
stayed the same is the social
cohesion - residents were united
then and they still come together
for festivals and functions. But
yes, with the builder-floor con-
cept coming in, the load on infra-
structure has increased signifi-
cantly," he added further.
Despite its laidback feel, the
colony sits at the heart of the
capital and is highly accessible.

Major roads like Aurobindo
Marg and Lodhi Road connect it
quickly to central and south
Delhi, while Jor Bagh metro sta-
tion takes one easily to Yellow
Line landmarks, such as
Connaught Place, Hauz Khas and
Gurgaon. Residents say this rare
combination of quiet residential
living and strong connectivity is
one of the reasons the neigh-
bourhood continues to be in high
demand.

However, the pressures of a
changing city have crept in.
Parking space is tougher to find
as the number of cars rise, and
the shift towards builder floors
has increased the load on local
infrastructure. The RWA,
meanwhile, is pushing to make
Jor Bagh a zerowaste neigh-
bourhood.



