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Delhi Police conducts training session to
strengthen actlon agalnst drug abuse

New Delhi, Agency: To fur-
ther strengthen the campaign
against drug abuse, the Anti-
Narcotics Task Force (ANTF) of
the Delhi Police Crime Branch
organized a special joint training
session for investigating officers.
The training was conducted in
hybrid mode on March 14 at the
Adarsh Auditorium at Police
Headquarters. A total of 611 offi-
cers participated.

209 officers were present in
the auditorium, while 402 joined
virtually. Participants included
officers ranging from Sub-
Inspector to Assistant
Commissioner of Police, duty
officers, and MHC (M).

According to information
received from Police
Headquarters, the Delhi Police,
especially the Crime Branch and
ANTF, are taking strict action
against drug abuse under a "zero

Minister Vipul Goel inaugurates

New Delhi, Agency:
Haryana Revenue and Urban
Local Bodies Minister Vipul Goel
on Saturday inaugurated the
Faridabad Flower Festival-2026.
Goel, attending the festival as the
chief guest, appreciated the
efforts of MC Faridabad officers
and public representatives in
reviving the town flower park.

He said that the successful
organisation of the programme
was made possible due to the col-
lective efforts of the MC team,
elected representatives and vari-
ous sections of society.

The Minister said that the people of
Faridabad are committed to the develop-
ment of the city. Referring to earlier tree
plantation drives, development of Town
Park, Eco-Van, Namo-Van, and beautifica-
tion of parks, he said that the development
works approved for Town Park will bring
about even more visible changes in the
coming years. He also informed that there
are plans to introduce facilities such as a
water canal and boating for children.

"'”('/@-5\ V.

take
action against drug traffickers

tolerance policy." Additionally,
aspects such as awareness, reha-
bilitation, and community
engagement are also being
addressed as part of a multi-
pronged strategy. A senior
police officer stated that during
the training, officers were
briefed on the importance of
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the coming months.
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Highlighting improvements in sanita-
tion arrangements, systems such as door-
to-door waste collection, mechanised and
manual cleaning, and night sweeping are
being further strengthened and the city
will witness significant improvements in

Sharing the details about the proposed
visit of the Chief Minister, Goel said that a
programme has been scheduled at Sector-
12 on April 4 at 11:00 am.

robust investigations and solid
evidence in cases under the
NDPS Act. Emphasis was placed
on financial investigations, par-
ticularly in cases involving com-
mercial quantities, to effectively
disrupt the economic activities
of drug traffickers. The session
also emphasized the need to

such as the

Investigation

son mercilessly

maximum

preventive

under  the special act.
Information was also provided
about the NCB-operated
helpline number 1933, through
which citizens can confidentially

New Delhi, Agency: Members of
Sarva Hindu Samaj along with the
family of 26-year-old Tarun, who was
killed in a clash in west Delhi earlier
this month, on Saturday demanded
that the investigation into the case be
handed over to an independent agency

Investigation (CBI) or a Special

demand was raised during a press con-
ference where the victim's family and
area residents called for strict punish-
ment for all those involved in the
killing. Tarun's mother alleged that
her son was attacked by a large group
of people, and appealed for justice.
"So many people came and beat my

ter. We want strict action against all of
them and justice for my child," she
said. Representatives of the organisa-
tion alleged that the deceased was sur-
rounded by around 30-40 people and
attacked with sticks, iron rods, swords
and stones, which led to his death.
They urged authorities to transfer

report drug-related information

and receive assistance.

Central Bureau of

Team (SIT). The

e

the probe
for such a small mat-

ings from

Delhi Police's Crime Branch to ensure

a fair and transparent investigation.
The organisation also demanded

that CCTV footage and DVR record-

religious premises, be seized and
examined.

It further called for the formation
of a special inquiry committee to mon-

New Delhl, i,
Agency: A massive fire
broke out at Nature
Bazaar in Delhi's Vasant
Kunj area on Sunday
morning. The fire quick-
ly engulfed several small
shops in the market.
According to the fire
department, approxi-
mately 40 to 50 small
shops were reduced to
ashes. However, there were no
reports of casualties.

According to Delhi Fire
Department Public Relations
Officer Rajinder Atwal, the con-
trol room received a call about
the fire at around 7:37 a.m. on
Sunday. The incident site was
identified as Nature Bazaar in
Ambedkar Colony, near Delhi
Haat Andheriya Mor, near the
Chhattarpur Metro Station.
Upon receiving the call, the fire
department immediately
responded, initially dispatching
two water tenders, two water
bowsers, one breathing fire ten-
der, and one quick response

to the CBI, an SIT or the itor

the area, including nearby

Massive fire at Nature Bazaar
over 40 shops gutted

vehicle to the scene. Upon arriv-
ing at the scene, fire officials

issued a "Make-4" call at
around 8 a.m., following the
severity of the fire. Additional
fire engines were dispatched to
the scene. Three more were
later dispatched. Firefighters
brought the fire under control
after  considerable effort.
According to fire officials, the
fire engulfed approximately 40
small shops in the market, com-
pletely destroying their goods
and causing significant finan-
cial losses to the shopkeepers.
The cause of the fire is currently
unknown. Initial suspicions are
a short circuit.

Uttam Nagar killing: Hindu

Faridabad Flower Festival 2026 body, kin seek CBI / SIT probe in
n.i

\H'

the investigation and ensure

impartiality. According to the Delhi
Police, the clash took place in the JJ
Colony area of Uttam Nagar on March
4 after water from a balloon thrown by
a girl from the deceased's family dur-
ing Holi celebrations splashed on a

woman from a neighbouring family,

leading to an argument that escalated
into violence.

MCD specially-abled students perform at Rashtrapati Bhavin Government bans PNG users

New Delhi, Agency: Specially-
abled students from schools run by
the Municipal Corporation of Delhi
participated in the annual Purple
Fest held at Amrit Udyan within the
premises of Rashtrapati Bhavan. It
marks the first time that students
from MCD schools took part in the

event.

According to officials, the partic-
ipation was part of the civic body's
efforts to promote inclusive educa-
tion and ensure the holistic develop-
ment of students studying in its
schools. The festival brought togeth-
er persons with disabilities and stu-
dents from across the country, pro-
viding them a platform to showcase

their talents.

At the event, two students from
MCD schools presented a dance per-
formance, while nine students took
part in a fancy dress competition. A
total of 11 students from MCD
schools participated in the pro-

gramme.

During the visit, the students
also toured Amrit Udyan, which is
known for its landscaped gardens
and seasonal flower displays inside

the Rashtrapati Bhavan complex.
International para-athlete Vikas
Dagar, who is also a principal at an
MCD school, attended the event
along with officials from the MCD
Education Department and teachers
accompanying the students.

o

activities.

Officials said the Purple Fest is
organised annually at Amrit Udyan
and serves as a platform for persons
with disabilities from across the
country to present cultural perform-
ances and participate in various

connections.

Order, 2000

New Delhi, Agency: Amid the West Asia
crisis, the Central Government has prohibited
households holding Piped Natural Gas (PNG)
connections from possessing or obtaining
subsidized Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)

In a notification issued on March 14, the
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
amended the Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(Regulation of Supply and Distribution)
under
Commodities Act. Under this, consumers with
PNG connections are now required to surren-
der their domestic LPG connections. Under
the amended order, public sector petroleum
companies will no longer exchange filled LPG
cylinders for empty LPG cylinders to con-
sumers holding PNG connections. This is
intended to prioritize LPG supply for house-
holds that do not have access to piped gas.

Meanwhile, due to the global energy sup-
ply crisis, the sector regulator has asked city
gas distribution companies to rapidly expand
their PNG infrastructure to ease pressure on
cooking gas supplies. The Petroleum and
Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) has
asked city gas distribution companies to expe-

the Essential

———— from possessing LPG cylinders
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dite the provision of domestic PNG connec-
tions to households and prioritize consumers
in areas where pipeline infrastructure has
already been laid.

India meets approximately 88 percent of
its crude oil, 50 percent of natural gas, and
60 percent of LPG needs through imports.
Before the US-Israeli attack on Iran on
February 28 and the Iranian retaliatory
actions, more than half of India's crude oil
imports, about 30 percent of gas, and 85-90
percent of LPG imports came from West
Asian countries such as Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Fusion ﬂavours take centre stage at Culinary Art India

New Delhi, Agency:
Innovation and creativity took
centre stage at the culinary com-
petitions held during AAHAR -
The International Food &
Hospitality Fair, where chefs
experimented with global tech-
niques and Indian flavours at
Culinary Art India organised by
the Indian Culinary Forum.

From sushi inspired by street
food to chocolates infused with
traditional spices, the competi-
tions reflected a growing trend of
fusion cuisine aimed at appeal-
ing to Indian palates.

One of the most talked-about
entries came from chef Narendra
Singh, who experimented with
chocolates infused with distinct-
ly Indian ingredients. His cre-
ations included Cardamom and
Black Pepper Bon Bon,

"..

Drumstick Bon Bon, Kevda Bon
Bon and Pineapple Kurkand
Roulade. The Cardamom and
Black Pepper Bon Bon particu-
larly stood out for its blend of

Indian spices with European
confectionery techniques.
Cardamom, widely wused in
Indian sweets such as kheer and
gulab jamun, was paired with the
warmth of black pepper to create
a bon bon that balanced tradi-
tional flavours with a Western
dessert style.

Fusion was also visible in the
sushi category, where chef Rohit
Singh Rawat from Uttarakhand
presented a range of innovative
sushi varieties inspired by Indian
dishes. Rawat, who has been in
the culinary industry for about a
decade, said the idea behind the
concept was to make sushi more
appealing to Indian taste buds.

"Most sushi has rice, seafood
and vegetables, but many Indian
diners do not enjoy the taste of
traditional sushi. So I tried to

add Indian spices and flavours,"
he said. Among his creations
were Vada Pav sushi, Chicken 65
sushi, Lime Spice Prawn sushi,
Achari Nigiri and Kerala Spiced
Mutton sushi. Rawat said the
Vada Pav sushi was an attempt to
reinterpret the popular Mumbai
street food in a Japanese format.

"People should feel that they
are eating something familiar
even when they try sushi,” he
said. While chefs showcased cre-
ative interpretations, culinary
experts emphasised the impor-
tance of balance in fusion cook-
ing. Chef Davinder Kumar, pres-
ident of the Indian Culinary
Forum, said fusion cuisine offers
a platform for creativity, but
should not compromise the iden-
tity of the original dish.

"Fusion helps in creativity

and innovation because it allows
the amalgamation of different
flavours. But one must ensure
that the originality of the cuisine
is not lost," he said. Kumar
added that Indian chefs increas-
ingly experiment by blending
spices and techniques from dif-
ferent regions of India rather
than relying only on foreign
ingredients.

"For instance, incorporating
panch phoron or kasundi mus-
tard into other dishes can create
new flavours while still retaining
Indian culinary roots," he said.

Student chefs also joined the
experimentation during mocktail
competitions. Ashwin Walia, a
sixth-semester student of Le
Cordon Bleu at GD Goenka
University, presented two drinks
- "Midnight" and "Amla Breeze".

His drinks combined ingredients
such as amla, toasted black salt,
ginger syrup and mulberry with
spices, including clove and vanil-
la. Walia said the idea behind the
drinks was to evoke memories of
traditional amla candy while
blending these with contempo-
rary mixology techniques.

"Fusion, to me, means taking
two ingredients that may or may
not naturally go together and
turning them into something
completely new," he said.

Another student participant,
Divyansh Sahni from the same
university, drew inspiration from
temple cuisines and regional
beverages. One of his drinks,
Temple Mist, was inspired by
traditional temple offerings and
used jaggery and ginger for a
refreshing flavour.




