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'His right to die with dignity': AIIMS initiates
passive euthanasia protocol for Harish Rana

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Thirty-two-year -old Harish Rana
was shifted to AIIMS on Saturday
and put under a specialised med-
ical team for passive euthanasia.
He is being kept at the palliative
care unit at AIIMS' Institute
Rotary Cancer Hospital.

On March 11, Supreme Court
upheld Rana's right to die with
dignity, allowing removal of clini-
cally assisted nutrition and
hydration. He has been in a vege-
tative state since 2013, after a fall
from 4th floor of his PG accom-
modation left him with severe
head injuries and 100% quadri-
plegic disability. He was a student
at Panjab University.

Hospital sources said Rana
will be under palliative care spe-
cialists and other doctors who
will follow established medical
and legal protocol for passive
euthanasia.The process generally
involves withholding or with-

drawing life-sustaining treatment
of patients with irreversible med-
ical conditions while ensuring
adequate pain relief and support-
ive care.

When contacted, Dr Seema
Mishra, professor and head of the
department of onco-anaesthesia
and palliative medicine, declined
to comment. Sources said there

are strict instructions to doctors
not to speak to the media.
Sources said when recovery is
no longer possible, treatment
shifts to palliative care, which
focuses on relieving symptoms
and keeping the patient comfort-
able rather than prolonging life
artificially. Care plans are tai-
lored for each patient, addressing

physical, psychological and social
needs, with doctors regularly
assessing
Decisions are made in consulta-
tion with the family, and the
duration of this
varyfrom days to weeks.

Dr Sushma Bhatnagar, former
AIIMS chief and professor of
onco-anaesthesia and palliative
medicine,
determine that the condition is
irreversible and recovery is not
possible, the focus shifts to com-
fort care.

"In such situations, lifesup-
port measures such as oxygen,
artificial nutrition or other med-
ical support may be gradually
withdrawn. The process is carried
out slowly and carefully so that
the patient does not experience
distress or discomfort. The aim is
not to prolong suffering but to
ensure that the patient remains
comfortable.

Light rain keeps
heat under check,
more showers likely

New Delhi, Agency: The city saw
widespread but light to very light rain on
Sunday morning, while parts of NCR
received intense showers, thus bringing the
temperatures down.

Weather analysts said that while the
mercury was set to rise marginally over the
next few days, another western distur-
bance would lead to widespread rain by
halfway through next week, thus keeping
the heat under control. On Sunday, howev-
er, despite recording a drop, the daytime
temperature remained above normal, as
the early morning's overcast sky was
replaced by sun and a partly cloudy sky.

On Sunday, the maximum temperature
recorded at the base station was 30.1
degrees Celsius, a notch above normal,
against 33.2 degrees Celsius a day earlier.
The minimum temperature was 18.1
degrees Celsius, 4 notches below normal,
compared to 18.1 degrees Celsius a day ear-
lier.

"The western disturbance is exiting,
though the remnant moisture may lead to
drizzling on Monday at a few places in
NCR. The temperatures will rise, however,
not sharply. On March 19 and March 20,
there is a possibility of widespread rain
again," said Mahesh Palawat, Skymet.

On Sunday, as per IMD, between 5.30
am and 8.30 am, base station Safdarjung
and Lodhi Road logged 0.8 mm rainfall,
Palam 0.4 mm, Ayanagar 2.6 mm and
Pitampura 3.5 mm, respectively. Later,
between 8.30 am and 5.30 pm, Safdarjung
recorded 0.4 mm rainfall, Palam saw a
trace, Lodhi Road and Pusa recorded 0.5
mm and Ayanagar recorded 0.8 mm rain-
fall, respectively.

"The western disturbance as an upper
air cyclonic circulation over north Punjab
and neighbourhood between 1.5 and 3.1
km above mean sea level, with the trough
aloft middle and upper-level westerlies at
5.8 km above mean sea level, persists. A
fresh western disturbance is likely to affect
northwest India from the night of March
17," stated IMD.

their condition.

phase can

said once doctors

From milestone to melancholy
Delhi race club told to vacate

1 _“ - Lt . F I &4

NEW DELHI, Agency: The
Delhi Race Club quietly turned
100 on March 8. Yet, instead of
celebrating the milestone, the
club now finds itself confronting
an uncertain future after receiv-
ing a notice from the Land and
Development Office (L&DO),
under the Union ministry of
urban affairs, to vacate the
sprawling 53.2-acre property on
Lok Kalyan Marg within 15
days.The notice has come as a
shock to hundreds of families
whose livelihoods depend on the
club - including members, horse
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owners, trainers, jockeys, suppli-
ers and vendors. Uncertainty
hangs heavy in the air, with the
management unsure about
where or how operations could
be shifted. The club plans to
approach the ministry again on
Monday, hoping for a sympathet-
ic"While the decision was verbal-
ly conveyed to us on March 6,
despite our presenting the factual
position, a formal vacation notice
was served by the L&DO on
March 13," said Col. S.K. Bakshi
(Retd), secretary and CEO of the
Delhi Race Club.

Tears And Relief For Many As 70
Indian Students Return From Iran

New Delhi, Agency:
Twenty-four-year-old Tahir
says buying a return ticket has
always been the norm before
travelling home to Jammu &
Kashmir's Kupwara, since he
moved to Iran in 2022 to pur-
sue an MBBS degree. This
time, however, he has booked
a one-way ticket to Delhi.

Tahir was among the first
batch of nearly 70 Indian stu-
dents, most of them from
Kashmir, who landed at
Delhi's IGI Airport on Sunday
after travelling from Iran. At
the start of the war, around
1,200 Kashmiri students, most
of whom study medicine, were
in the restive country.

Relief was writ large on
many faces outside the inter-
national arrivals gate at
Terminal 3 on Sunday. Naina,
a 22-year-old final-year med-
ical student from Anantnag,
said the past month was full of

anxiety as the students waited
for communication from their
universities and Indian gov-
ernment. "I could feel the
tremors after bombs hit police
stations near my hostel,” she
said. "The entire room was
shaking."

The students said they paid
for their own flights while the
Centre facilitated their docu-
mentation and travel clear-
ances.

Iran has declared a 40-day
period of mourning following
the death of its supreme
leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. Universities have
suspended classes for now.
The Indian students have been
told they are expected to
return for examinations once
academic activities resume.

"We were in the middle of
our clinical trials," said Sohail
Amin, 23, another medical
student. "But the moment the

conflict began, everything
stopped. In a situation like
this, schools and hospitals are
usually the first places to shut
down because they often
become targets."

The students said while
they had received a general
advisory regarding the exams,
there was little clarity about
what the immediate plan
would be for them, particular-

Over 40 Shops Gutted As MassiveFire
Rips Through Nature Bazaar

New Delhi, Agency: A
major fire broke out at
Nature Bazaar, a handicrafts
market at Andheria Mor in
south Delhi's Chhatarpur,
early on Sunday morning,
gutting around 40 to 50
shops. No one was injured.

A large number of exhibits
like carpets and home deco-
rative items were destroyed.
An initial estimate by
Dastkar, an NGO that runs
the bazaar, pegged losses
between Rs 10 crore and Rs
20 crore.The exact amount is
being assessed, said DCP
(south) Anant Mittal.

The blaze was massive, lead-
ing to the deployment of 10 fire
tenders and around 60 firefight-
ers. Locals also pitched in. "No
one was trapped, but the fire
spread rapidly," police said,
adding that they had been alerted
about it at 7.33 am. It took nearly
one and a half hours to bring the
fire under control. Its probable
cause, according to three night

guards who were at the market at
the time, was short circuit.An
office-bearer of the NGO, said
that out of 130 stalls, 42 were gut-
ted. "Most of them were full of
textile products, such as gar-
ments and carpets, while others
had furniture and a variety of
handicraft items," he said.The
stalls included one showcasing
Afghan products, run by Afghan

nationals, and others represent-
ing multiple states across India,
such as Bihar and Jammu &
Kashmir. Several owners had
substantial stocks, including
pashmina shawls, carpets and
ethnic Afghan garments, all of
which are expensive, he said,
adding that the market, which
has been operational since 2012,
suffered damage as well.

ly how thelr degrees would be
impacted.

Some of their classmates
who could not afford flights
home have been moved to the
city of Qom, where the situa-
tion is relatively calmer than in
Tehran. Tahir said that while
he usually spends around Rs
25,000 on a round-trip ticket,
this emergency journey cost
him nearly Rs 55,000 for a

one-way flight.

For Mohammad Asim,
Tahir's cousin in Delhi who
came to receive him at the air-
port, the past few weeks had
been  deeply unsettling.
"Everything was so uncertain.
Our loved ones were stuck
there and all we could do was
wait for updates," he said.

With internet services fre-
quently disrupted in Iran,
many students said staying in
touch with their families had
been difficult. One final-year
student described the emo-
tional dilemma they faced.
"We didn't know how much to
tell our families. We wanted to
be honest, but we didn't want
to them to be worried."
Adviyah, a 25-year-old student
from Budgam, said they had
spent nearly three weeks deal-
ing with uncertainty while try-
ing to reassure their families.

Holi murder: Victim's family and
Uttam Nagar residents protest,
demand strict punishment

New Delhi, Agency:
Family members of Tarun
Butolia, the youth who was
lynched during Holi, staged a
protest at Ayyappa Park in
south-west Delhi's Uttam
Nagar along with several
other people, demanding
strict punishment for the
accused.

A large number of resi-
dents, representatives of
social organisations and
youth attended the gathering,
where they prayed for the
peace of Tarun's soul and
expressed their condolences.

Tarun's uncle, Tek Chand
Butolia, said people from all
walks shared their views on
the incident. However, every-
one was united on one point:
the accused must receive the
strictest possible punishment.

Surender Gupta, Delhi
prant mantri of Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP), said that
whenever injustice is done to
any member of society, it
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becomes important for the
community to stand united.
He said the organisation
would continue its effort to
ensure justice is done and
would persist until the
accused are punished.

Representatives of various
social organisations and com-
munity members present at
the meeting also stressed that
unity is society's greatest
strength, adding that when
people stand together against
injustice, the path to justice
becomes clearer.

Delhi University counters Rahul Gandhi's caste bias allegations

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi
University (DU) on Sunday

According to the data shared
by the university, a total of

released detailed admission and
recruitment figures to counter
allegations made by Rahul
Gandhi regarding cast-based dis-
crimination in the university's
admission process.

Responding to the remarks
made by the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, the
university said its admission and
recruitment procedures strictly
follow constitutional provisions
and statutory reservation poli-
cies.In a post on X, the universi-
ty stated that its processes are
transparent and urged Rahul
Gandhi to refrain from making
"unsubstantiated" statements
that could negatively impact the
academic environment.

10,422 postgraduate students
were admitted during the 2025-
26 academic session through the
Common University Entrance
Test (CUET). Of these, 4,022 stu-
dents (38.59%) belonged to the
unreserved (UR) category.
Students from the Other
Backward Classes (OBC) catego-
ry accounted for 3,115 admis-
sions (29.88%), while 1,488 stu-
dents (14.27%) were from the
Scheduled Caste (SC) category.
The university also admitted 614
students (5.89%) from the
Scheduled Tribe (ST) category
and 1,203 students (11.54%)
under the Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) category.

For undergraduate pro-

grammes, the university report-
ed a total enrollment of 70,395
students in the 2025-26 academ-
ic session. Among them, 32,777
students (46.56%) were admit-
ted under the UR category, while
17,971 students (25.52%)
belonged to the OBC category.
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Admissions under the SC catego-
ry stood at 10,517 students
(14.93%), while 3,251 students
(4.62%) were from the ST cate-
gory. Additionally, 5,879 stu-
dents (8.35%) were admitted
under the EWS category.The
university reiterated that admis-

sions are primarily based on
CUET scores and that interviews
are not a mandatory component
for most undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes.
Rahul Gandhi had made the
controversial remarks on Friday
while addressing an event in
Lucknow to mark the birth
anniversary of Kanshi Ram,
founder of the Bahujan Samaj
Party.
alleged that interviews in univer-
sities can sometimes be used to
filter out students based on
caste.Following the remarks, the
university had issued a clarifica-
tion on Saturday stating that the
CUET-based admission system
forms the primary basis for stu-
dent selection and that inter-
views are not part of the process

During the event, he

for most courses.

Along with admission data,
the university also shared figures
related to faculty recruitment
between 2021 and March 15,
2025, including appointments of
teachers, librarians and physical
education staff.

According to the data, 2,123
appointments (41.99%) were
made under the UR category, 717
(14.18%) under the SC category
and 349 (6.90%) under the ST
category. The OBC category
accounted for 1,282 appoint-
ments (25.35%), while 422
appointments (8.35%) were
made under the EWS category.
Additionally, 163 appointments
(3.22%) were made under the
Persons with Disabilities (PwD)
category.



