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Phool Waalon Ki Sair kicks
off after gap of over a year

New Delhi, Agency:
The week-long celebra-
tions of Phool Waalon Ki
Sair began on Sunday
after a gap of more than
one year, reviving a cen-
turies-old tradition that
symbolises = communal
harmony in the capital.

Representatives of
Anjuman Sair-e-Gul
Faroshan - the body that
has organised the event
for decades - presented a
floral pankha to chief min-
ister Rekha Gupta and art
and culture minister Kapil

accompanied by

pankhas,

floral
shehnai and

the festival, a floral chadar
and pankha will be offered

Mishra, among others, on

Monday.
Sadbhavna Yatra, a
traditional  procession

covering parts of Old
Delhi, is scheduled for
Tuesday. The procession,

nagada, will begin from
Gauri Shankar Temple
and pass through Town
Hall and other areas of
Chandni Chowk.

In another key ritual of

at the dargah of Khwaja

Bakhtiyar Kaki and
Yogmaya Temple in
Mehruali on Thursday.

Usha Kumar, general
secretary of the Anjuman,

said, "We will present the
pankha to LG Taranjit
Singh Sandhu on Tuesday
and invite him to join the
ritual of offering floral
chadar.”

Phool Waalon Ki Sair
is usually held in Nov, but
could not take place last
year after Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) did not grant per-
mission to the Anjuman to
hold programmes at Aam
Bagh, a DDA park located
in front of Jahaz Mahal,
near Mehrauli's Shamsi
Talab. Similarly, in 2024,
authorities did not give its
consent to organise the
traditional Jhoola Mela at
the same venue. Media
had earlier reported that
the centuries-old tradition

might face discontinua-
tion due to repeated dis-
ruptions.

According to Kumar,
the authorities were hesi-
tant to allow the event last
Nov due to concerns over
rising air pollution, heavy
traffic congestion in the
city during the period and
its proximity to major fes-
tivals like Dussehra and
Diwali. Following discus-
sions, permission was
eventually granted to hold
the event this March
instead, Kumar said. DDA

New Delhi, Agency: The
Haryana govt on Monday
informed Supreme Court that it,
as "one-time magnanimity", has
decided to drop the case against
Ashoka University professor Ali
Khan Mahmudabad for making
objectionable statements
against 'Operation Sindoor'.

Appearing for Haryana,
additional solicitor general S
V Raju told a bench of CJI
Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi that the
Haryana govt has refused
sanction for Mahmudabad's
prosecution, which would
mean the case is closed even
though the state police had
filed a chargesheet against

Travel agencies operating
from NFC sour foreign
dreams for many

New Delhi, Agency: Police have reg-
istered two cases against travel agencies for
allegedly duping people on the pretext of
placing them in jobs abroad that turned
out to be fake and left them stranded over-
seas. Two persons, one from Bihar and
another from Uttar Pradesh, lodged com-
plaints with the ministry of external affairs
against the agencies allegedly operating in
southeast Delhi's New Friends Colony.

Sahil Ali from Uttar Pradesh, who has a
doctorate, was allegedly sent to Malaysia
by one of the agencies on the promise of a
job. However, he ended up stranded there
for nearly two months. Speaking to Media,
his brother Rashid said the family repeat-
edly tried to contact him but got no
response and eventually filed a complaint
with the ministry. After almost two
months, Sahil managed to contact his fam-
ily and asked them to book a return ticket.
Authorities later traced him, and he is
expected to return to India on Wednesday.
In the other case, Ritesh Kumar, a resident
of Bihar's Gopalganj, filed a complaint.

Kumar said in his complaint that a
Delhi-based agency was involved in the
recruitment. A senior police officer said
Kumar was promised a job, but upon arriv-
ing in Saudi Arabia, he was asked to take
on some other work, which was not the job
he had been told about.

When he expressed his desire to
return, but was stranded. Officials from the
office of the protector of emigrants said the
agency is not registered under the
Emigration Act, 1983, and not authorised
to conduct overseas recruitment.

Police said that in both the cases, FIRs
were registered under Sections 10 and 24
of the Emigration Act. A senior police offi-
cer said that the people who were duped
were from small villages in other states.
They were often lured with the enticing
promise of high-paying jobs abroad. "We
found both the establishments were
closed," the officer said.

In Jan, police registered two cases after
complaints from three men who were
cheated by two recruitment firms.

also gave its nod to organ-
ise the celebrations at the
same venue in Mehrauli,
with events like tradition-
al dangal, ghazal perform-
ances and qawwali sched-
uled this week.

him. However, he said SC
should warn him against mak-
ing such statements in the
future. The court approved the
"one-time magnanimity" offer
and asked the professor, who
was arrested in May last year,

Operation Sindoor remarks; Haryana govt
drops case against Ashoka University pro-
fessor Ali Khan Mahmudabad

to be careful about what he
says. "Sometimes reading
between the lines conveys a
very different message and
causes problem", and the pro-
fessor should desist from such
statements, the bench said.

Approving the closure of the
case against Mahmudabad,
pending before judicial magis-
trate first class at Sonepat, the
bench said, "We have no reason
to doubt that the petitioner, a
highly educated person, will be
cautious and act in a prudent
manner in the future.

Rescued From Iran, Grounded In Dubai

New Delhi, Agency: A
loud blast minutes before
boarding triggered panic at
Dubai International Airport on
Monday, forcing authorities to
halt a Delhi-bound flight car-
rying Indian students and pil-
grims evacuated from war-
torn Iran. The flight finally
landed in Delhi after a delay of
more than 12 hours.

Earlier, at Dubai airport,
passengers waiting near the
gate were rushed back inside
the terminal as fears of anoth-
er attack spread. "They told us
nothing had happened. But
when we checked online, we
saw reports of a drone attack
nearby," said Labeeb Qadiri, a
final-year MBBS student at
Urmia University in Iran who
was among those stranded at
the airport.

Authorities suspended
operations at Dubai
International Airport after a
drone strike hit a fuel storage
tank near the airport, sparking
a fire that was later contained

from Kashmir -
stuck at Dubai airport for sev-
eral hours after the incident
disrupted flight operations.
The students had travelled
from Armenia to Dubai as part

by civil defence teams. The
incident forced airlines to
delay or divert several flights
as a precaution.

Nearly 80 Indian students
and pilgrims - most of them

remained

of the second batch of Indians
leaving Iran amid the ongoing
conflict. The Flydubai flight
FZ441 was originally sched-
uled to land at Delhi's Indira
Gandhi International Airport
at 9.55am Monday. After
hours of uncertainty, it finally
departed late afternoon and
landed in Delhi just after
10pm.
Students

said airport

Anticipatory bail denied to 2019 MCOCA case accused

New Delhi, Agency: A
Delhi court dismissed an
anticipatory bail plea of an
accused in a 2019 case regis-
tered under the Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime
Act (MCOCA), observing that
he was allegedly a member of
an "organised crime syndicate
involved in multiple offences".

Judge Sonu Agnihotri said
that the syndicate was linked
to seven criminal cases, and
courts had taken cognisance of
four cases in the last decade,
thereby satisfying the statuto-
ry requirement of "continuing
unlawful activity" under the
law. The court noted that
Riyazuddin's name was
included in the proposal under
MCOCA and approved by the
additional commissioner of
police (crime). It held that the
stringent bail conditions under
the Act were not met.

The defence argued that
the dispute stemmed from a
Feb 1, 2022, incident when the
accused, a driver, was stopped
by a PCR vehicle while driving

his RTV bus after a minor col-
lision with an auto. The coun-
sel alleged that inspector
Yogender threatened to arrest
him and impound the vehicle,
and demanded a bribe for its
release. The defence claimed
the accused later paid protec-
tion money to avoid challans
and possessed a video record-
ing of the transaction, arguing
the case was filed to target him
for exposing alleged police cor-
ruption. The defence further
claimed that the accused was
"falsely implicated after rais-
ing complaints against police
officials". The counsel said he
wrote to the LG in 2022
against inspector Yogender
and constable Shokendra, and
later filed another complaint
against SI Sahansar Pal in

2025, and approached Delhi
High Court seeking registra-
tion of an FIR against them.

Opposing the plea, the
prosecution, led by Pravin
Rahul, argued that anticipato-
ry bail is not provided under
MCOCA, and the accused was
part of an organised crime syn-
dicate allegedly led by Raj
Kumar alias Raju Meena, who
has been arrested. .

The prosecution argued the
complaints against police offi-
cers were an "afterthought",
noting that they were filed only
after a separate FIR was regis-
tered against him. The prose-
cution also cited statements of
protected witnesses and con-
fessional statements of the co-
accused alleging that he used
associates to secretly record
videos of police personnel for
extortion and blackmail.

Agreeing with the prosecu-
tion, the court observed that
there was "no reason to disbe-
lieve the allegations against
the accused", and dismissed
the anticipatory bail plea.

authorities were first clearing
flights that had been delayed
earlier, to places like Riyadh
and Kabul. "They told us ours
may go later, so there was no
clarity for hours," Qadri said.

For many students, the
delay came after an already
long and exhausting escape
from Iran. Several travelled 9-
19 hours by bus to reach the
Armenia border, after waiting
days for visas. With transport
scarce, students said they had
to arrange buses and hotel
stays themselves before flying
out. Not everyone could afford
the sudden journey. Those
who could, pooled money to
help others make the trip.
"Some didn't have the money
at that moment. So, everyone
contributed. We couldn't leave
our friends behind to die,"
Qadiri said.

The prolonged delay in
Dubai also disrupted onward
travel plans for many. Several
students were scheduled to
take connecting flights from

Delhi to Srinagar, which were
missed due to the late arrival.

Landing late at night also
meant additional expenses for
many students. "We may have
to look for a hotel tonight or
wait at the airport till morning
for another flight. After every-
thing we've been through, it's
just another uncertainty," one
student said.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Students Association urged
authorities to arrange trans-
port - preferably buses - from
Delhi to Kashmir, saying the
students had already endured
a long and stressful journey
from a conflict zone.

By the time the flight land-
ed in Delhi late Monday night,
many students were visibly
exhausted but relieved to have
reached India safely. Outside
the arrivals gate, the scene was
one of emotional reunions. As
an MBBS student stepped out,
her mother broke down in
tears and hugged her tightly,
welcoming her with flowers.

LG Sandhu takes up civic com-
plaints on social media

New Delhi, Agency:
Newly appointed lieutenant
governor Taranjit Singh
Sandhu, taking cognizance of
civic complaints on social
media in which he is tagged,
has directed agencies to take
prompt action on the cases
and monitor their progress.

He is asking departments
to update the status of com-
plaints on social media plat-
forms, with visual or video evi-
dence of the work carried out.

The initiative aims to
improve accountability and
ensure faster grievance redress
and real-time monitoring of
civic issues raised by residents,
officials said.

In one of the first interven-
tions under the revived sys-
tem, residents of DDA's EWS
flats in Kalkaji - developed
under the Jahan Jhuggi Wahin
Makaan rehabilitation scheme
for slum dwellers - flagged
waterlogging in the stilt area of
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their housing complex on
social media. They tagged the
LG in the post. Sandhu for-
warded the matter to DDA and
directed officials to resolve the
issue in a time-bound manner.

Similarly, a grievance
regarding garbage lying on a
roadside and near the wall of a
park in the densely populated
Mehrauli-Chhatarpur area was
taken up in the same way.
Following directions from the
LG, MCD cleared the garbage
and cleaned the area in record
time, an official said.

Passenger footfall to triple at Noida in 5 years; domestic flyers to be mainstay

New Delhi, Agency: The
upcoming Noida International
Airport expects to see a rapid
increase in footfall, the growth
fuelled largely by domestic
flights and an aviation fuel price
advantage with which it expects
to draw more airlines. Passenger
numbers are expected to triple in
five years - from 67.4 lakh in FY
'27 to over 2 crore in FY '31,
according to Noida International
Airport's (NTA) tariff papers sub-
mitted with Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority (AERA). If
the airport touches this number,
the second phase of development
could get triggered within two
years of the launch.

Apart from availability of
slots, unlike the absolute crunch
at NCR's big brother IGI Airport,
UP will charge 1% VAT on avia-
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tion turbine fuel as opposed to
25% by Delhi for IGIA, a factor
weighing heavily with airlines.
IndiGo, Akasa and Air India will
be the launch customers at NIA.
The upcoming Subha Airways
will also have its base at NIA.

Expected to be inaugurated
later this month, NIA is looking
at starting operations this sum-
mer and AERA estimates inter-
national operations from Aug-
Sept. If these timelines are not
further delayed, the authority

projects NIA - which begins
operations with a capacity of 1.2
crore passengers annually - will
see 66 lakh domestic and 1.4 lakh
international passengers in FY
2027 (the latter accounting for
2% of the total 67.4 lakh footfall)

passenger footfall is

expected to rise almost threefold
to over 2 crore in FY 31, with 1.9
crore domestic flyers.

"NIA's passenger traffic in
the initial years will be driven by
its catchment area... under 120-
minute free flow travel time
include
Ghaziabad, Gautam Budh Nagar
and parts of Meerut, Sonipat,
Jhajjar,
expected to expand rapidly in
the initial years due to pent-up
demand from these catchment
areas and availability of premi-

the entire Delhi,

Rewari. Traffic is

um slots. However, being a
greenfield airport, traffic is
expected to take two to three
years to stabilise. Airlines are
expected to start new services to
untapped markets and increase
frequency to Tier-1 markets for
which they would be availing
NIA facilities for operations,"
said a source with the airport
operator. NIA's passenger
growth projections are in con-
trast to existing airports, where
passenger numbers tend to
remain stagnant due to opera-
tional maturity.

AERA had in Aug issued an
ad hoc tariff with user develop-
ment fee ranging from Rs 210 to
Rs 980 as it was then expected
the airport will become opera-
tional In 2025. That didn't hap-
pen. Now, the process for regular

tariff determination has kicked
off. The operator is yet to submit
its proposed tariff card based on
which the regular aeronautical
charges and user development
fee will be decided. AERA has
proposed an aggregate revenue
requirement (ARR) of Rs 6,855
crore against an ARR of Rs 8,702
crore submitted by Yamuna
International Airport Private
Limited, the airport's operator.

"Determination of aeronauti-
cal charges and UDF requires a
delicate balance between cost
recovery and its potential impact
on air traffic demand. This bal-
ance is crucial for financial via-
bility of the airport while also
ensuring the tariffs remain com-
petitive to attract and retain air-
lines and passengers," according
to AERA.



