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MOTIHARI:  Journalists  from
across Jharkhand, under the aegis of
the Jharkhand Journalist Association,
staged a day-long dharna outside the
Jharkhand Vidhan Sabha, demanding
the implementation of long-pending
welfare and security measures for media
professionals. The protest witnessed
participation from a large number of
journalists, reflecting growing discontent
within the fraternity over unmet
promises. The sit-in gained national
attention as prominent figures, including
Shahnawaj Hasan, National General
Secretary of the Bharti Shramjivi Patrakar
Sangh (BSPS), and Ajay Kumar, Bihar
BSPS chief extended their support by
joining the demonstration. Journalists
from various parts of the country also
expressed solidarity, underlining the
wider significance of the demands raised
in Jharkhand. Protesters reiterated their
key demands, including the immediate
implementation of a journalist pension
scheme, free health insurance, housing
facilities for landless journalists, and

the enactment
journalist protection law. They also
called for the formation of an elected
accreditation committee with authority
over advertisement policies,
that such reforms are essential to ensure
transparency and independence in media
operations. The association highlighted
that similar welfare schemes are already
operational

Proposal for audible sig-
nals at traffic lights

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi
Legislative Assembly speaker Vijender
Gupta has urged lieutenant governor
Taranjit Singh Sandhu to install audible
pedestrian signals at traffic intersections
across the capital to enhance safety for
visually impaired persons and elderly
pedestrians.

In a letter to LG, Gupta highlighted
concerns about the lack of accessible
pedestrian infrastructure and cited
research from Dr Rajendra Prasad Centre
for Ophthalmic Sciences at All India
Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS).
According to the study, nearly 60 lakh
Delhi residents suffer from some form of
vision impairment, with 20-30% experi-
encing significantly blurred vision. This
suggests that 12-18 lakh people may be liv-
ing with low vision, facing heightened
risks on busy city roads.

The letter noted that several countries -
including Japan, Singapore, UK, US,
Canada, Australia and Brazil - have
already deployed audible pedestrian sig-
nals, which use beeps or ticking sounds to
guide the visually impaired. Gupta argued
that implementing similar systems at
major crossings in Delhi would improve
accessibility, reduce accidents and make
the city's roads more inclusive for all.

NDMC launches 24x7
water supply pilot project
at Vinay Marg

[.l <

New Delhi, Agency: New Delhi
Municipal Council launched a 24x7 water
supply pilot project at Vinay Marg on
Tuesday for uninterrupted drinking water
supply to residents.

The project covers around 550 connec-
tions, most of which are at govt quarters
maintained by the Central Public Works
Department. As part of the initiative,
NDMC plans to minimise water loss by
identifying and plugging leaks, upgrading
the distribution network, and optimising
supply management. A key feature of the
project is the installation of a SCADA -
supervisory control and data acquisition -
system, which will enable real-time moni-
toring and control of the water supply net-
work. NDMC vice-chairman Kuljeet Singh
Chahal said that under the Prime
Minister's Har Ghar Jal initiative, NDMC
is implementing this pilot to modernise
the supply system. A consultant was
appointed earlier, and the plan was devel-
oped based on its recommendations.
"Under this project, modern VFD-based
motor pump sets will be installed at the
Vinay Marg boosting station. Additionally,
IT-enabled instrumentation, automation
systems and data analytics will be intro-
duced to enhance monitoring, transparen-
¢y and accountability in water supply
operations,” he said. Essential electrical
improvements will be carried out in the
existing pipeline network. The project was
approved at a cost of about Rs 1.4 crore
and would be done within five months.
NDMC will begin within next month the
process of appointing a consultant for
preparing a study and a design to imple-
ment 24x7 water supply across its jurisdic-
tion.

of a comprehensive

arguing

in states like Madhya

Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and urged the Jharkhand
government to follow
recalled assurances made by Hemant
Soren prior to the Assembly elections
regarding
demands within a stipulated timeframe.
Despite more than a year having passed
since the formation of the current
government,

Haryana, Telangana, and

suit. It also

the fulfillment of these

the journalists alleged

that no concrete steps have been taken.
They warned that if their demands

continue  to
would be
their agitation in the coming days.
The protest concluded peacefully, with
a renewed call for dialogue and swift
government action to safeguard the
rights and welfare of journalists in the
state.

be ignored,
compelled to

they
intensify

Several feared trapped as mas-
sive fire engulfs residential
building in Delhi's Palam

New Delhi,
Agency: Several
people were reported
trapped after a major
fire broke out in a
residential building
in Southwest Delhi's
Palam area  on
Wednesday morning.

According to the
fire department, a
distress call was
received at around 7
am regarding a blaze near the
Palam Metro Station. Despite
continuous efforts, the flames
continued to rage for nearly
three hours, making firefight-
ing operations extremely chal-
lenging.

Claims emerged that at least
nine people, believed to be
members of the same family,
were trapped inside the build-
ing at the time of the incident.

However, a senior police
officer said the exact number of

-

people trapped or rescued could
not be confirmed immediately,
as rescue operations were still
ongoing and teams were work-
ing to safely evacuate anyone
inside.

Visuals from the scene
showed thick plumes of smoke
billowing from the building,
indicating the intensity of the
fire. Firefighters were seen
using hydraulic lifts and other
specialised equipment to
reach the upper floors and
douse the flames.

Govt to hire consultant for identifying flagship tourist hub in capital

New Delhi, Agency:
Delhi govt plans to identify a
flagship tourist hub among the
city's major tourism destina-
tions under the Centre's 'One
State: One Global Destination'
initiative. The initiative is part
of a broader strategy to devel-
op over 50 high-quality desti-
nations nationwide in line
with the Viksit Bharat vision.

Delhi govt has floated a
request for proposal (RFP) to
hire a consultant to conduct
surveys. Based on the informa-
tion gathered, the consultant
will prepare an initial concept
plan or sketch design, which
will be discussed with Delhi
govt, DTTDC's board of direc-
tors and other stakeholders
and then refined until a final
concept is agreed upon.

Once the concept is
approved, the consultant will
develop a detailed project
report (DPR). "The DPR will
outline the site's tourism
potential, project feasibility,
preliminary designs and cost

estimates, covering compo-
nents such as civil works, elec-
trical systems, landscaping,
land development and
mechanical works. It will
require multiple statutory
approvals from agencies like

MCD, NDMC and the Delhi
fire department,” said an offi-
cial.

After the DPR is prepared,
presentations will be made
before the central govt with
advanced tools like 3D designs
and walkthroughs to secure
approvals and stakeholder
alignment. After completion,
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occupancy certificates will be
obtained and final "as-built"

documentation  submitted.
Consultants will also assist in
tendering, contractor selection
and execution, ensuring
adherence to timelines and
cost limits.

The project, announced in
Union Budget 2025-26, seeks
to create at least one world-
class tourism destination in
every state and Union
Territory. The roadmap was
firmed up at a recent state
tourism ministers' meet in
Udaipur, where the Union

Delhi bridge collapse: Declared unsafe, 33-year-old FOB
closed for public use since july with restrictions imposed

New Delhi, Agency:
Delhi govt has formed a three-
member committee to investi-
gate the bridge collapse in
north Delhi's Roop Nagar and
submit a report within 48

hours, minister Parvesh
Verma said on Tuesday.
The Public Works

Department minister has also
ordered a safety audit of all
similar foot overbridges across
the city. The 60-foot FOB over
the Najafgarh drain collapsed
earlier in the day, killing a
woman.

Officials said the bridge
near Mother Dairy in Roop
Nagar was constructed around
33 years ago and had signifi-
cantly deteriorated over time.
It was inspected in March
2025 and was found to be
structurally unsafe, they
pointed out. Acting on this
assessment, authorities closed
the FOB for public use in July
2025 and put in place neces-

Won't raze homes in Uttam Nagar without notice:

New Delhi, Agency:
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) on Tuesday told
Delhi High Court that it will
not carry out any demolition
at the homes of individuals
allegedly involved in a Holi
day clash in Uttam Nagar-
without issuing prior notice.

The assurance was given
before Justice Amit Bansal
during the hearing of peti-
tions filed by Jarina, mother
of accused Imran, and
Shahnaz, whose children
were questioned by police.
Both feared that their houses
might be razed without due
process. Recording the civic
body's statement, the court
closed the petitions.

"Senior advocate Sanjay
Poddar submits that MCD
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sary restrictions, they claimed.
However, despite these meas-
ures, it was still being used by
some people, they alleged.

Preliminary assessment
suggests that the collapse may
have occurred due to structur-
al deterioration of the bridge,
said officials. "We have consti-
tuted a committee to examine
all aspects, including the con-
dition of the structure and the
circumstances leading to the
collapse. Responsibility will be
fixed based on the findings
and necessary action will fol-
low," Verma said. On Tuesday

morning, police received a
PCR call about the incident.
The woman was sitting near
one end of the bridge and was
a beggar, said officials. The
area has been fully cordoned
off to prevent any further inci-
dent, they added.

Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav said people
were dying in accidents every
other day in the city, either
due to bridge collapse or
falling into drains, accidents
due to waterlogging and pot-
holes on the roads, and other
governance failures.

shall not take action against
unauthorised constructions
without issuing notice to the

petitioners, and that any
action will be in accordance
with the Supreme Court's

L ol

judgment on demolitions,"
the court noted.

Earlier, the petitioners'
counsel told the court they
feared the civic agency would
demolish their homes with-

tourism ministry empha-
sised private investment
and performance-linked
incentives to drive the ini-
tiative.

An official said Delhi
govt will soon finalise the
location for the proposed
project, which will be exe-
cuted through DTTDC.

The initiative rests on
two pillars - destination
development and destina-
tion management. A key
feature is a performance
linked incentive-based
"destination maturity
model" to reward states
that meet global standards
in infrastructure, sustain-
ability and visitor experi-
ence. The Centre expects
the initiative to boost
tourism, create jobs and
enhance India's competi-
tiveness as a global travel
destination while show-
casing the unique cultural
and heritage strengths of
each state.

40-yr-old man fatally
stabbed in robbery bid

New Delhi, Agency: A 40-

year-old man was stabbed to
death in a suspected robbery
attempt in Sultanpuri in Outer
Delhi early Tuesday.

According to police, Rajinder

Singh had stepped out around
3am to a nearby park when he
was allegedly confronted by a
group of assailants. Police said
the attackers tried to rob him
and stabbed him multiple times
when he resisted. Despite his
injuries, Singh managed to make
his way close to his home before
collapsing. His family took him
to a hospital, where he died dur-
ing treatment. Police have regis-
tered a murder
detained two men. Two juveniles
have also been apprehended.
One of the accused, Raj, suffered
injuries during the assault and is
undergoing
Safdarjung Hospital
police custody.

case and

treatment at
under

Temperatures set to cool as rain
expected over next three days

New Delhi, Agency: The
city is likely to get rain from
Wednesday night to Friday,
which would cause the tem-
perature to drop. Though
there are chances of very light
rain or a drizzle on Wednesday
night, India Meteorological
Department has issued a yel-
low alert for Thursday and
Friday, forecasting multiple
spells of light rain, accompa-
nied by thunderstorms and
gusty winds of up to 50 kmph.

The maximum tempera-
ture on Tuesday was 31.6
degrees Celsius, which is near
normal for this time of the
year. It was 32.2 degrees
Celsius a day earlier. The max-
imum is forecast to stay
between 32-34 degrees Celsius
on Wednesday, but it is likely
to dip by 3-4 degrees by
Friday.

"The city is likely to witness
rain under the influence of a
western disturbance. The day

out following legal proce-
dure. MCD clarified that its
assurance applied only to the
specific residential premises
mentioned in the case, not to
any other properties.

Last week, the high court
had granted interim protec-
tion from demolition for a
week and asked the petition-
ers to file a fresh plea outlin-
ing their concerns. The case
stems from a March 4 clash
between two neighbouring
families with a long-standing
dispute in Uttam Nagar that
resulted in the death of a 26-
year-old man. Several people,
including a minor, have been
apprehended.

On March 8, MCD demol-
ished part of the house
belonging to accused

temperatures are likely to dip
to around 29-31 degrees
Celsius by Thursday and fur-
ther to 27-29 degrees Celsius
by Friday, as overcast skies
and rain are expected to pro-
vide a cooling effect,” a Met
official said. Delhi had been
recording above-normal tem-
peratures in March, but rain
on Sunday provided relief. The
mercury was above 35 degrees
Celsius for six consecutive
days from March 7-12, with the
season's high of 36.8 degrees
Celsius on March 11.

MCD to HC

Umardeep's family, stating it
encroached on a drain. In
earlier hearings, the civic
body submitted that the dem-
olition was part of an
encroachment removal drive
and was not selective, and
that no prior notice was
required for clearing struc-
tures built over public drains,
had argued in her previous
petition that the demolition
created fear in the locality
and raised concerns that her
home could also be razed
without  following  due
process. The petitions con-
tended that demolitions can-
not be used as punitive action
in criminal cases and must be
preceded by a show-cause
notice and an opportunity to
be heard.



