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Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI LPG distributors
in Bihar and Jharkhand are currently
facing a severe operational crisis due to
rising demand and irregular supply of
cylinders. Highlighting these issues, Om
Prakash Singh from the LPG Distributors
Organisation has formally written to
Bharat Petroleum authorities, seeking
urgent intervention. The email has
been sent to the State Head (LPG) of
Bharat Petrolium, Bihar and Jharkhand,
along with Territory Managers in
Patna, Muzaffarpur, and Purnia,
urging immediate action to resolve the
growing challenges in LPG distribution.
According to the letter, distributors are
struggling due to multiple technical and
operational issues, particularly IVRS
server failures, OTP-related anomalies,
and the implementation of a 100%
OTP-based delivery system. Frequent
technical glitches in the IVRS system
have disrupted the booking process,
leading to panic among consumers. As
a result, large crowds are gathering at

distributor offices, making it difficult for
staff to manage operations efficiently.
This has further resulted
mismatches
chaos. Another major concern raised in
the letter is the failure of OTP services
during peak demand periods. Delays or
non-receipt of OTPs are creating serious
bottlenecks in the delivery process. In

Over 2.7k fire calls
already this year, elec-
tric faults lead cause

NEW DELHI ,Agency:This year so
far, the fire department has received 36
calls on a daily average reporting fire inci-
dents in the city. Data indicates that
between Jan 1 and March 15, Delhi Fire
Service (DFS) responded to 2,716 fire-
related incidents across the city. These
emergencies saw 13 people losing their
lives and 111 sustaining injuries of varying
severity.A senior fire official said about
85% of fire incidents are believed to be
caused by electrical faults. "People tend to
install new electrical appliances and
equipment every year but often fail to
upgrade or properly maintain their wiring
systems, which can lead to short circuits,"
he said.He added that many homes con-
tain highly combustible materials, such as
curtains, wooden furniture and other
household items, but residents frequently
neglect to follow proper fire safety norms
while constructing or furnishing their
houses. This combination of outdated
electrical systems and flammable materi-
als significantly increases the risk of fires
spreading rapidly, he said.

Another senior fire official said the
department is receiving a wide range of
fire-related calls every year. "We constant-
ly strive to raise public awareness about
the measures they should take to make
their homes and workplaces safer from
fire hazards," he said.

Jamia joins youth
exchange programme

NEW DELHI ,Agency:Jamia Millia
Islamia (JMI) has, for the first time, par-
ticipated in the Ministry of Development
of North Eastern Region (DoNER)'s
Ashtalakshmi Youth Exchange
Programme, sending a 20-member stu-
dent delegation on a tour to Northeast
India from March 15 to 28.

The fully-funded programme covers
air travel, accommodation and other
logistics, with the JMI delegation current-
ly hosted at the IIT-Guwahati. Students
are taking part in academic interactions,
institutional visits and cultural activities
as part of the exchange. The initiative
aims to promote national integration and
cultural understanding by connecting
youth from different regions of the coun-
try. Through field visits and discussions,
participants are being exposed to the
socioeconomic and cultural landscape of
the northeastern states, along with ongo-
ing developmental initiatives in the
region. The programme is being coordi-
nated by Sudhanshu Trivedi, Assistant
Professor at the Nelson Mandela Centre
for Peace and Conflict Resolution, who
has been appointed as the nodal officer by
the Ministry of DoNER and the JMI Vice-
Chancellor. JMI officials said such initia-
tives help broaden students' intellectual
and cultural exposure, while strengthen-
ing inter-regional ties and encouraging
youth participation in nation building.
The university said its involvement in the
programme reflects its continued focus on
promoting academic exchange, cultural
dialogue and youth engagement at the
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LPG Distributors Face Grisis

in stock

and overall operational

many cases, distributors are forced to
maintain manual records,
workload and the risk of errors. The
organisation has also emphasized the
practical difficulties of implementing
a fully OTP-based delivery system,
especially in rural areas.
households, only one mobile phone is
shared among family members, and

BNM@MISGELLANEQUS

increasing

In many

often the person carrying the phone is
away at work during delivery hours.
This makes it impossible for the person
at home to provide the OTP, leading to
failed deliveries or unnecessary delays.
To address these issues, the organisation
has proposed several solutions. These
include generating OTPs at the time
of booking (pre-generated OTP),

upgrading server infrastructure to
handle high traffic, and introducing
alternative verification methods,

particularly for rural consumers.
letter also highlights the increasing
pressure
facing daily complaints and anger from
customers. This has created a highly
stressful
them. The situation clearly indicates
that distributors are bearing the brunt
of both technical failures and ground-
level challenges in the LPG distribution
system. The organisation has urged
authorities to review the current system
and implement practical solutions to
ensure smooth booking and delivery
operations.

The

on distributors, who are

working environment for

Temples not an 'industry', run on
donations: Tamil Nadu board in SC

NEW DELHI
,2Agency:Tamil Nadu Hindu
Religious & Charitable
Endowments Commissioner
questioned the expansive defi-
nition of 'industry' settled by
Supreme Court in 1978 , say-
ing how it can cover temples
when most of them are main-
tained from the surplus money
generated from donations
received by a few of them.
Appearing for the body which
oversees administration, man-
agement and maintenance of
Hindu religious institutions,
temples and charitable endow-
ments in TN, senior advocate
Jaideep Gupta told a nine-
judge bench led by CJI Surya
Kant that the nature of activi-
ties carried out in a temple has
nothing to do with industrial
activity or disputes covered
under the Industrial Disputes
Act, 1947.

Gupta said industry must be a
unit where the employer and
employees collaborate to pro-
duce something for human
need and it must have a com-
mercial character or profit

motive. "Can a temple be clas—
sified as an industry when
there is no strike, lockout or
retrenchment, which are the
main subjects dealt with by
the Act," he asked.He said in
Kerala, the Devaswom Board
manages hundreds of temples
from the surplus funds gener-
ated by three - Guruvayur
temple, Sabarimala temple
and the Padmanabhaswamy
temple.

"How the surplus money is
used is a critical factor in
determining whether an entity
is a temple or not," he said,
adding that corporate entities
spending 2% of average net
profit of the last three years
on CSR (corporate social
responsibility) would not
make them a charitable organ-
isation.

For seven who were away, he home they knew no longer exists

NEW DELHI ,Agency:
In a close shave that seems
both miraculous and cruel,
seven members of the
Kashyap family who were
away on Tuesday night are
now returning to a home in
Palam village that no longer
exists as they knew it - their
shop and home scorched and
nine of their loved ones gone.

For nearly five decades,
the family lived together
above their garment, jew-
ellery, skincare and cosmetics
shop, Pravesh Moderate
Fashion -named after one of
the sons, Pravesh. This space
sustained generations and
held together a joint family
under one roof, where life
moved in shared routines and
constant presence.

Sunil Kashyap had left for
Solan Valley in Himachal
Pradesh just a day earlier for
work, a routine trip that
would become the reason he
survived. A senior customer
relations assistant at Delhi

Metro Rail Corporation, he
was rushing back to Delhi
within hours on learning that
he had lost his mother, two
brothers, sister, two sisters-
in-law and three young nieces
in the tragedy.

Sunil's father, 70-year-old
Rajender Kashyap, a well-
known local figure and two-
time president of Sadh Nagar

Market Association, also had
a narrow escape. He had trav-
elled to Panaji two days earli-
er for work. Now, he has
returned to confront the loss
of the home and family he
spent a lifetime building.
Sunil's wife Gauri, lovingly
called 'Dolly’ by her family,
had also been away at her
native place in Bharatpur,

Blaze at ITO Trade & Taxes build-
ing in Delhr no injuries reported

NEW DELHI ,Agency:
A blaze broke out at the Trade
and Taxes building at ITO in
the national capital on
Thursday morning, a day after
a deadly fire in a residential-
cum-commercial building in
Palam.

According to officials,
information about the fire on
the 12th floor of the ITO build-
ing was received by the fire
department at 8.26am, follow-
ing which six fire tenders were
rushed to the spot to bring the
situation under control.

The Delhi Fire Services
said the blaze was brought
under control within a short
time.

No casualties have been
reported so far, and the cause
of the fire remains under
investigation. Further details
are awaited.

Meanwhile, the Delhi gov-
ernment on Wednesday
announced compensation of
?10 lakh for families of those

who lost their lives in the
Palam building fire, while ?5
lakh will be given in case of

deceased children.
Additionally, ?2 lakh compen-
sation will be provided to
those who sustained serious
injuries in the fire.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had on Wednesday
announced an ex-gratia of ?2
lakh to the next of kin of each
deceased in the Palam resi-
dential building fire.
Expressing his deepest condo-
lences on the incident, the PM
also announced ?50,000 ex-

gratia for the injured from the
Prime Minister's National
Relief Fund.

The fire had broken out in
a residential building in the
Sadh Nagar area of Palam,
allegedly due to a short circuit
in the early hours of
Wednesday. Delhi  Fire
Services, National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
police and other agencies are
engaged in relief work.The
death toll in the fire has risen
to nine, while three people
have been reported injured so
far, according to fire officials.

Rajasthan, for nearly a
week with their sons, five-
year-old Harshit and one-
year-old Kairav.

Kavita, the wife of
Pravesh, had gone to

Emergency operatlons

centre to be set up in
national capital
NEW DELHI ,Agency:

Najafgarh with her son,
Vyom, for a wedding back
home. At Manipal
Hospital, she sat sur-
rounded by relatives, too
shocked to speak or com-
prehend anything. "We
have not told her how
many people have died
yet. We are terrified of
how she will take it," said
Yash, a cousin of the
Kashyaps.

What awaits them all is
not just the sight of black-
ened walls, but the col-
lapse of a life built patient-
ly and lovingly over 50
years. The house that was
never empty, the shop that
carried their name and
memories, and the joint
family that moved as one

The Delhi State Disaster
Management Authority
(DSDMA) will set up a state-of-
the-art Emergency Operations
Centre (EOC) and an Integrated
Command and Control Centre in
a bid to enhance the disaster
response system in the national
capital. The decision was taken
during the meeting of DSDMA
chaired by L-G Taranjit Singh
Sandhu alongside Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta.Moreover, the
authority also gave in principle
approval to the Delhi Urban
Flood Mitigation Plan with a
proposed budget outlay of Rs
21,000 crore.This comprehen-
sive plan focuses on strengthen-
ing drainage infrastructure,
desilting of major drains, con-
struction of additional stormwa-
ter channels and real-time flood
monitoring systems to signifi-
cantly reduce urban flooding

now lie in pieces.

risks during monsoons.

Women MPs 'uncomfortable' as
Rahul Gandhi moves around
says Kangana

like a "tapori’,

NEW DELHI ,Agency:
Women parliamentarians feel
"very uncomfortable" with
Rahul Gandhi as he moves
around like a "tapori" and
butts into interviews of others,
BJP MP Kangana Ranaut said
Wednesday in a swipe at the
leader of opposition and asked
him to learn from his sister
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra who
has "good etiquettes".

"Rahul Gandhi is a shame I
must say," she told reporters
on Parliament's premises.
Using Hindi slangs to target
him, the actor-politician said,
"We women feel very uncom-
fortable seeing him. He moves
around like a tapodi and
speaks in tu-tadak".

Rahul's preferred casual
attire, often a white T-shirt
paired with cargo pants, have
at times faced criticism from
BJP members for allegedly not
in line with decorum of
Parliament but Kangana's ref-

erence to discomfort of
women Parliamentarians with
him drew criticism.

"That is such an
unthoughtful statement to
make," Shiv Sena (UBT) MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi, praising
women leaders who have
come out of the Nehru-
Gandhi family and he has
grown up watching.

"For him to disrespect or
make any woman feel uncom-
fortable is absolutely unthink-
able," she said.

Man gets interim relief in rape case; court notes five-year gap before FIR

New Delhi, Agency: A
Delhi court has granted inter-
im protection from arrest to a
man accused of rape, directing
him to join the investigation
while noting delays and gaps
in the prosecution's case.

Additional sessions judge
Kapil Kumar was hearing an
anticipatory bail plea filed by
Sanjay Jain in connection with
an FIR registered at Keshav
Puram police station. In the
order dated March 17, the
court said the applicant
"deserves the opportunity to
join the investigation", noting
that the FIR was lodged nearly
five years after the first alleged
incident in April 2021.

The court directed that no
coercive action be taken
against Jain till March 28, the
next date of hearing, and
asked him to cooperate with
the investigating officer.

The court also noted sub-
missions by the investigating
officer that the complainant's

L ol

who

husband,
received obscene photos or
videos, had "not provided any
such material to the police so

"

far".

allegedly

It was further informed
that the prosecutrix had
"declined to undergo an inter-
nal medical examination" dur-

ing the investigation.

The prosecution opposed
the bail plea, arguing that the
allegations were serious and
required strict scrutiny.

Counsel for the applicant,
Parvesh Dabas, argued that
the case arose out of a com-
mercial dispute that had been
given a criminal colour. He
submitted that the com-
plainant owed "around Rs 40
lakh" for supplied goods
despite repeated reminders
and a legal notice. He also con-
tended that the complainant
and Jain had been in a consen-
sual relationship since 2017,
and that "the present case was
filed only after relations

Is tree authority's nod
needed to remove
uprooted trees: HC

New Delhi, Agency:
Delhi High Court on
Wednesday asked the forest
department to answ-er if
people need permission
from the tree author-ity to
remove trees uprooted in
thunderstorms or branches
hanging dangerously.The
court asked this question
after a PIL claimed the viola-
tion of a 2023 court ruling
that no pruning or re-moval
of branches of any girth can
happen without the permis-
sion of the tree
authority/officer.




