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Govt mulls new bridge over Yamuna
Gandhi Nagar market redevelopment

New Delhi, Agency : Delhi
govt is planning a set of infra-
structure projects aimed at eas-
ing congestion and boosting
development in the Trans-
Yamuna region, with proposals
likely to be placed and financial
allocations sought in the budget
session next week. At the centre
of the plan is a bridge across the
Yamuna intended to improve
connectivity between east Delhi
and central parts of the city.
Officials said discussions are still
at a preliminary stage, with Trans
Yamuna Area Development
Board asked to study the bridge's
possible location and feasibility.

One option involves replacing
the ageing Old Iron Bridge,
known as Loha Pul, or construct-
ing a new one near Signature
Bridge. The study will cover the
entire stretch from Wazirabad to
Kalindi Kunj, focusing on traffic
flow, congestion points and tech-

v

nical challenges.

Arvinder Singh Lovely, chair-
person of the board, said that
Loha Pul is outdated and a new
bridge could help distribute traf-
fic more evenly and strengthen
links between northeast, north
and central Delhi. Railway
authorities constructing a parallel
structure to Loha Pul and poten-
tially diverting train traffic from it
further opens up possibilities for
the Pul's redevelopment or

New rail bridge alongside
Loha Pul ready for train ops

New Delhl, Agency :

Vet

replacement.

The board also plans to build a
four-kilometre-long elevated cor-
ridor along Trunk Drain 1 to
declog the crucial Swami
Dayanand Marg, which connects
Anand Vihar to Shahdara and is
one of east Delhi's most congest-
ed stretches, officials aware of the
matter said on Thursday.

The elevated road is set to
originate from near Shyamlal
College and Bihari Colony, close

to Shahdara flyover on GT Road,
and end near Karkari Mor fly-
over. The project was recently
reviewed during a site inspection
by Public Works Department
(PWD), irrigation and flood con-
trol minister Parvesh Verma,
Lovely and local MLAs. These
projects are set to be taken up
along with PWD, one of the offi-
cials said.

Delhi govt is also reviving
efforts to upgrade civic infra-
structure in east Delhi's commer-
cial hubs. The board is preparing
a redevelopment plan for Gandhi
Nagar Market, said to be Asia's
largest wholesale garment mar-
ket. A consultant has been
appointed to conduct a survey
and draw up a blueprint. Despite
its economic importance, the
market currently struggles with
inadequate basic facilities like
proper roads, drainage systems,
sanitation and drinking water.

In area fear

New Delhi, Agency :
The Sadhnagar market in
southwest Delhi's Palam

mourning on Thursday by
keeping the shutters down.
Shopkeepers gathered in
silence outside the charred
remains of Pravesh
Moderate Fashion.

The narrow lane, usual-
ly abuzz with customers, was
lined with police barricades.
Intermittently, it echoed with
the cries of grieving relatives of
the Kashyap family, nine of
whose members perished in the
blaze that gutted their shop and
home on Wednesday.

The once thriving store
stood with a shattered glass
facade and broken lights amid a
forest of snaking, dark wires. A
portion of the adjacent building,
too, had got scalded in the
blaze. Its outer walls had black-
ened and a banner had partially
torn after being burnt.

Shopkeepers stood huddled,
consoling Rajender Kashyap,

selves in a manner which may

New Delhi, Agency : Following a
decade-long delay marked by missed dead-
lines and multiple challenges, the new rail
bridge built alongside Delhi's historic Loha
Pul is now ready for train operations.

A senior Northern Railway official said,
"We recently conducted a trial run, and
received clearance from the Commissioner
of Railway Safety (CRS)." He added that
the train operations have already begun in
one direction - from Delhi towards the
Delhi-Shahdara section - and services for
trains coming into Delhi will commence
soon. Officials said full operations on both
sides are likely to begin soon, with only
final technical formalities remaining.
"Non-interlocking work is currently under-
way in some sections, which involves con-
necting the bridge to signalling systems.
Once this is completed, the inauguration
will follow," the official said. The inaugura-
tion is likely to take place later this month
or early next month.

The CRS inspection was carried out,
after which authorisation was granted for
the cut-and-connection process to begin
traffic movement.

The 865-metre-long bridge, built at a
cost of Rs 227 crore, is expected to signifi-
cantly ease rail traffic. Unlike the old Loha
Pul, the new structure imposes no speed
restrictions on electric multiple unit
(EMU) trains. It has been constructed at a
higher elevation over the Yamuna to
ensure uninterrupted operations even dur-
ing high floods.

Designed with modern steel girders and
bolted connections, the bridge features a
double rail line and has been built to a 25-
tonne loading standard. It has undergone
static load testing and "performed satisfac-
torily", officials said.

The existing Yamuna bridge, popularly
known as Loha Pul, dates back to 1867 and
has far exceeded its intended lifespan. It is
a two-deck structure, with road traffic
passing through the lower deck and trains
operating on the upper deck. Due to its age,
trains crossing the bridge are subject to a
speed restriction of 30 kmph. The new
bridge has been developed exclusively for
train movement, while the old bridge will
continue to be used for road traffic.

The new bridge's construction has been
fraught with delays. The project was origi-
nally approved in 1997-98, with construc-
tion beginning in 2003. It was initially
scheduled for completion by 2007, but
faced hurdles. One of the challenges was its
proximity to Salimgarh Fort, a protected
monument. According to a senior railway
official, the alignment of the bridge had to
be altered as part of the construction
required land within the fort premises.

Police must be "extra cautious"
to ensure a conducive atmos-
phere for Eid so that the "situ-
ation doesn't take an ugly
turn", the high court said
Thursday while reviewing
steps taken to secure Uttam
Nagar, where a 26-year-old
youth was killed in a clash on
Holi.

"Whatever happens in
Delhi has a ripple effect, please
don't be lax," a bench of Chief
Justice D K Upadhyaya and
Justice Tejas Karia told the
counsel for police, stressing
that the bandobast in the area
should be such that it instils a
sense of safety and security in
all. It directed the authorities
to ensure no one plays any
mischief that has the potential
to create any "untoward situa-
tion" while making it clear that
heavy police arrangements in
the area shall continue till
Ram Navami.

HC pointed out that Eid is
meant for celebration, and it is

the duty of all authorities to
ensure that on such a "pious
occasion", public life is not dis-
rupted by any untoward inci-
dent of vandalism or hooligan-
ism by any individual or any
section of society. It was deal-
ing with a PIL filed by a civil
rights group, Association for
Protection of Civil Rights,
seeking court's intervention as
it feared "imminent communal
violence" on Eid in Uttam
Nagar.

HC noted that the appre-
hensions in the petition arose
from the incident of the death
of a youth in the area on March

4, and, therefore, the pohce
must be "extra cautious" and
ensure that "all sections of
society maintain restraint con-
sidering the past incident".

The court added that if,
upon assessment of the situa-
tion, a need is felt to strength-
en the arrangements, such
measures shall be forthwith
taken by the authorities.

"The situation as described
in the petition not only calls
upon authorities to be at con-
stant strict vigil but it also calls
upon members of different
sections of society to maintain
restraint and conduct them-

Delhi shocker: Gang shoots 30-year-old
man dead, 3 injured including minor

New Delhi, Agency :
Gunmen entered a grocery

shop attached to a house in |

Bawana and fired around a
dozen rounds, killing a 30-
year-old man and wounding
his 55-year-old father on
Thursday. A passerby and an
eight-year-old boy were also
injured by stray bullets.

The deceased has been
identified as Ravi. Police sus-
pect he had links to the Gogi
gang and was targeted by the
rival Tillu Tajpuria gang.

His father Anil, and the
passerby, 46-year-old
Rajkumar, suffered gunshot
wounds in their legs. The boy
had a bullet-graze wound on
the leg. Sources said the
injured victims are out of
danger.

A senior police officer said
Ravi was arrested in an Arms
Act case in 2022. Police had
allegedly recovered four pis-
tols from him. They are con-

ducting raids in Delhi and
Haryana to nab the shooters.
Both Tillu and Gogi gangs
have been locked in a bloody
feud for over a decade and
over two dozen people have
been killed in this rivalry. In

2021, Gogi gang's kingpin

Jitender Gogi was shot dead in
Rohini court. A year later, his
rival Tillu Tajpuria, was killed
in Tihar Jail. Last month, too,
a man allegedly linked to the
Gogi gang, Sahil Solanki, was
shot in the head while walking
near his house in Delhi.

promote peace and harmony
and not cause any situation
which may turn ugly,"” the
bench underlined.

Standing counsel for Delhi
Police, Sanjay Lao, assured HC
that adequate police personnel
from Dwarka district, 400
additional armed force per-
sonnel from Delhi Police, and
400 central armed police
forces have been deployed to
ensure Eid passes without
incident in the area.

Since March 5, adequate
police arrangements have
been made round-the-clock in
Uttam Nagar JJ colony as well
as the neighbouring areas,
and several preventive actions
have been taken, Lao told the
court, adding that companies
of armed police personnel are
present in all 11 areas under
police stations in Dwarka dis-
trict and hundreds of police
personnel are on vigilm He
further said that 50 inflam-
mat-ory posts were taken

Haunted by cries, traders
a ﬁre repeat

Village observed a day of s

the two-time market associa-
tion president and patriarch,
whose losses were too large to
count. The grief was also tinged
with the lingering anxiety that a
repeat can happen. Most build-
ings in the market are of mixed
usage - residential and commer-
cial - like the ones the Kashyaps
built. The shops operate on the
lower floor, and the owner's
family lives upstairs.

Khushwan Singh Sodhi, who
owns a garment shop nearby,
pointed out the risks. His shop
was stacked with garments, like
the store that the Kashyaps ran.
The fabrics, some said, had
fuelled the fire.

Don't be lax: Delhi high court asks cops to ensure peace on Fid in Uttam Nagar

down from social media plat-
forms following monitori-ng
of online platforms, and
requests have been made to
take down about 170 such
posts to date.

Extensive verification has
also been undertaken of over
8,000 persons in the area,
"peace committees" have been
formed at every police station,
and 30 meetings have been
held with the heads of reli-
gious places in the last two
weeks, the police counsel fur-
ther said. Additional solicitor
general Chetan Sharma,
appearing for the Centre, said
the area is "saturated with
security" and police have done
commendable work.

Senior advocate Nitya
Ramkrishnan, who appeared
for the petitioner, submitted
that on March 15, certain peo-
ple openly called for violence
against the members of the
Muslim community in Uttam
Nagar, but no action was taken
for hate speech by police.

Excessive heat starts second
blaze in charred bulldlng

New Delhi, Agency : A
second fire started on
Wednesday night in the same
building in southwest Delhi's
Palam Village where nine peo-
ple of a family died in a mas-
sive blaze that gutted their
home and shop.

Police suspect the residual
heat in the building could have
been a reason for the flare-up,
which was quickly brought
under control.

The second fire has raised
serious concerns about the
potential for another hazard
within the structure in a
crowded and heavily populat-
ed area. Authorities remained
on high alert to prevent more
flare-ups. A senior police offi-
cer said that combustible
materials on the premises,
aided by strong winds, started
the fire at night. "The residual
heat in the building is likely to
have caused the fire," he said.

The officer said the intensi-
ty of the first blaze also

delayed inspection and inves-
tigation into what caused the
fire on Wednesday morning in

the shop that Rajender
Kashyap and his family ran.
On Thursday, a forensic
science laboratory (FSL) team
went to the site to collect sam-
ples of burnt debris, particu-
larly from the ground floor,
which is suspected to be the
point of origin of the blaze.
Preliminary findings sug-
gest a possible short circuit
near a switchboard. "The team
has found indications of a
short-circuit-like condition
near a switchboard; however,
the final report will provide
clarity," an FSL official said.

Bitter pill: Delhi's MAMC junior doctors say forced to pay for seniors' meals, undergo ‘murga’ punishment

New Delhi, Agency: A long-
standing "tradition" of junior resi-
dent doctors paying for meals and
snacks of their seniors allegedly
continues at Maulana Azad
Medical College (MAMC), despite
the administration having earlier
issued directives to curb such prac-
tices, multiple residents have told
Media.

The issue came to light after a
post on X flagged various coercive
practices on campus and sought
help against them. Media visited
the college and spoke to several
junior and senior residents, who
said the practice has been contin-
uing for years.

Students said first-year post-
graduate residents are allegedly
coerced into bearing food expens-
es of second- and third-year resi-
dents and senior residents during
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duty hours, often running into
thousands each month, placing a
financial burden on them.

"We rotate payments among
ourselves to manage the cost. I
come from a lower-income family
and have to borrow money from
friends to pay my share," a resi-
dent said. The practice does not
stop at that, residents said.
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"We are given 'murga’ punish-
ment, reprimanded in front of
patients and humiliated for mis-

takes," a resident said, adding
that those who refuse risk being
boycotted in a system where jun-
iors heavily depend on seniors for
clinical learning, especially in
fields like surgery. "You can't
afford to be on the wrong side of

them," the resident said.

"It's called personality devel-
opment here - a form of bonding
with seniors. We comply to avoid
getting targeted or falling into
their bad books," he said.

At MAMC, what would
amount to ragging in plain terms
is often passed off as "tradition",
residents said. A junior resident,
on condition of anonymity,
described his experience: "They
(the senior) called us inside the
duty doctor's room and asked us
to stand in anatomical position in
a line. 'Aankhen third button se
upar nahi uthani chahiye. Speak
only when asked,' we were told."

Another resident alleged that
juniors are sometimes asked to
perform acts meant to amuse sen-
iors during such sessions. He said
such practices are often nor-

malised, with some viewing them
as part of assimilation while oth-
ers feel pressured to comply.

"It has been reported that
some residents are being com-
pelled by their seniors to pay for
their snacks/meals in the name of
tradition in MAMC. You are
requested to enquire into any
such practice in your respective
departments and take appropri-
ate steps," a 2023 circular from
the dean read, asking for a report
to be submitted.

Media reached out to MAMC
dean Munisha Agarwal, but there
was no response. Despite the cir-
cular, the residents said the prac-
tices continue informally.

Some senior residents, howev-
er, defended the system. "It's a
harmless tradition, humne bhi
kiya hai. We paid when we were in

first year. It's voluntary - they can
refuse. Waise bhi, kya ye bachche
mana karenge jab ye second year
mein aayenge?" one said. "Some
discipline is required. If they
make mistakes, they will be repri-
manded. Physical harm should
not be there, bas," said another.
The Resident Doctors'
Association (RDA) president,
Neeraj Azad Yadav, said, "We
strongly condemn any form of
harassment or intimidation and
remain committed to ensuring a
safe working environment for res-
idents." He added that no inci-
dent of physical abuse has been
formally or informally reported so
far. RDA said such practices are
not unique to MAMC and exist, in
varying forms, across medical
institutes, often normalised as
part of senior-junior dynamics.



