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SOL students 'excluded’ from Delhi Uni-
versity job mela, protest 'discrimination’

New Delhi, Agency:
Students of Delhi
University's School of Open
Learning (SOL) on Friday
held a protest outside the
venue of a job mela, organ-
ised by DU, alleging discrim-
inatory treatment after an |
internal circular categorically
barred them from participat- |
ing in it.

Later, SOL principal, Ajay
Jaiswal, and the dean of stu- -
dents' welfare, Ranjan | = ¢
Tripathi, met the protesters
and allowed them to participate
in the programme, the students
said. Media reached out to the
officials, but there was no
response from them.

"The administration assured
that SOL students would not be
barred from such programmes in
the future," Krantikari Yuva
Sangathan (KYS), under whose
banner the protest was held, said

NDMC waives road restoration
charges to speed PNG rollout

New Delhi, Agency: Amid an ongo-
ing LPG supply crunch, the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC) has
announced a waiver of road restoration
charges for the laying of pipelines by
Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL) to provide
Piped Natural Gas (PNG) connections
across its jurisdiction for a period of three
months. The council has also directed that
permissions for road cutting related to
IGL's pipeline work be granted within 24
hours of receiving a complete application.
Officials have been instructed to ensure the
immediate commencement of work to
eliminate procedural delays and improve
inter-departmental coordination.

"In the larger public interest, NDMC
has issued this circular to facilitate the
speedy expansion of PNG connections by
IGL. The decision aims to ensure expedi-
tious execution of pipeline works so that
residents and establishments can receive
PNG connections without unnecessary
delay," the council said in a circular issued
on Friday. Officials said the move is
expected to promote the use of cleaner and
more convenient fuel while accelerating
infrastructure development.

IGL has been directed to prioritise the
work by deploying adequate manpower
and resources, and to ensure that all exca-
vated stretches are properly filled in and
secured promptly to avoid inconvenience
to the public. NDMC's road divisions have
also been instructed to restore affected
road stretches within a fixed timeframe.

"All concerned officials have been
directed to ensure strict compliance with
these instructions," officials said.

Shooter with gang link
arrested from Punjab over
extortion bid, firing

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi Police
special cell has busted an extortion racket
and arrested a 26-year-old shooter who
used latitude and longitude coordinates to
target a Jagatpuri resident last year. The
accused, Jaswinder Singh alias Jassi, is a
key operative of the Punjab-based Gurjant
Janta gang and was evading arrest for
nearly a year after a firing incident in east
Delhi's Jagatpuri.

The investigation revealed a sophisti-
cated criminal conspiracy orchestrated
from abroad. In March 2025, a Jagatpuri
resident received international extortion
threats demanding Rs 4 crore. When the
target refused to pay, the gang's handler,
identified as Gaurav, allegedly provided
Jassi with the geographic coordinates of
the target's house. Jassi, a resident of
Ambala, traveled to the capital via public
transport, stole a motorcycle for the hit,
and arrived at the house using the Google
coordinates. He fired two rounds at the
target's gate before fleeing to Punjab.

The cell tracked Jassi's movements
through a complex web of CCTV footage
and technical intelligence. After the shoot-
ing, the accused sought refuge in the guest
house of a religious place in Amritsar for
eight months to escape the police dragnet.
"Acting on a tip-off, a team tracked him to
a hideout in Punjab's Kharar where he was
apprehended during a surprise raid on
March 16," said DCP Narra Chaitanya.

According to police, Jassi's descent into
crime began in 2022 following local quar-
rels in Ambala, which led him to seek the
protection of the Janta gang.

The interrogation has revealed a trend
where street-level criminals are being
guided through digital mapping by inter-
national handlers. The accused remains in
custody as police continue to probe the
wider network and the source of the illegal
weapons used in the attack.

in a statement. The job mela is
held annually on the campus for
DU students. However, SOL stu-
dents said they were denied
entry, even as DU alumni were
allowed to participate.

Several students gathered out-
side the gate, raising slogans and
carrying placards that read "Stop
discrimination against SOL stu-

dents" and "Equal rights for all
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L&DO seals news agency s offi

New Delhi, Agency:
News agency UNI's office in
central Delhi was sealed hours
after Delhi High Court on
Friday dismissed its plea
against an eviction order
issued by the land and devel-
opment office (L&DO), which
is under the Union ministry of
housing and urban affairs
(MoHUA).

In its 98-page order, the
court noted that for 45 years
the news agency failed to fulfil
the only condition under
which land at No. 9, Rafi
Marg, New Delhi, was allotted
to it. "Indeed, the facts of the
present case reveal a situation
where valuable public land has
effectively been held hostage
by a licensee who has failed to
perform its obligations for
decades," Justice Sachin Datta
said. "Such conduct strikes at
the very foundation of the
allotment framework govern-
ing public land. The cancella-
tion of the allotment was,
therefore, fully justified and

DU students".

Delhi University that pro-
“* vides a flexible and afford-
. able alternative to regular
colleges, catering largely
to working students.

cational apartheid",
dents said this was not an
| isolated instance, alleging
that SOL students are also
..+t barred from participating
' in DU events,
college fests and other
campus activities. Citing an earli-
er instance, the students' organi-
sation pointed to a 2019 logo

Women's Studies Development
Centre from which SOL students
were excluded.

Students also flagged a range
of issues, alleging systemic neg-
lect. "From being made to sit for

basements and tents, to abrupt
changes in exam schedules and
long queues for study material,
SOL students have been at the
receiving end of DU's open apa-
thy and discrimination," KYS said
in a statement.

They added that such exclu-
sion disproportionately affects
SOL students, many of whom
come from economically weaker
backgrounds and depend on such
platforms for job opportunities.

SOL also conducts separate
job fairs, which students alleged
are "substandard" and offer limit-
ed opportunities. In Jan, Media
reported that only one student in
1 secured a job through such
drives, with placements largely in
BPOs and lower-profile roles.

At that time, SOL director
Payal Mago said the campus was
in talks with DU to integrate its
placement process with the uni-

SOL is a branch of

Calling the move "edu-
stu-
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competition by the

Delhi CM holds pre-budget meeting
with transgender community
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New Delhi, Agency:

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Friday interacted with
members of the transgender
community and sought their
suggestions for the upcoming
annual budget to be tabled in
the assembly next week.

In an X post, Gupta said she
held a meaningful dialogue with
members of the third gender
community at the Delhi
Secretariat. They welcomed the
Delhi government's decision to
issue them Pink smart cards for
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legally inevitable," the judge
said.

In court, UNI blamed govt
agencies for delay in granting
it permission to construct an
office, and claimed it asked co-
owner, Press Council of India,
to construct it, but it didn't do
so. It also told the court that
after undergoing the corporate
insolvency resolution process,
the successful resolution plan

by The Statesman Ltd was
accepted by NCLT.

The court also took a dim
view of the delay by the land-
owning agency in taking
action. "The L&DO/Ministry
of Urban Development is also
directed to ensure that condi-
tional allotments of public
land are enforced with due
diligence, promptitude, and
institutional rigour, so that

Kitchen shift by night, crime shift by day

5-star hotel chef arrested for burglqry in De_lhi; used master key to open locks

New Delhi, Agency:
vTwenty-two-year-old Nilesh
lived a double life - working
as a South Indian food chef at
a five-star hotel in Dwarka by
night, pouring and swirling
batter, and plotting burglaries
during the day.

On Feb 15, he clocked in as
usual at the hotel. The work-
load was less that night, so he
snuck out during early morn-
ing hours. His target had been
carefully chosen-a house in
Ambedkar Basti in southwest
Delhi's RK Puram Sector 1
whose occupants he knew to
be out of town. Using a spe-
cially designed master key to
open the Chinese locks,
Nilesh crept in, unnoticed by
neighbours, stealing Rs 3.5
lakh in cash and valuables,
including gold and silver jew-
ellery. The theft came to light
after the family returned on
Feb 18 from a wedding in
Rajasthan to find their home
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ransacked. There was no sign
of a forced entry. The owner
of the house approached
police and lodged a com-
plaint, based on which a case
was registered.

"Footage from a CCTV
camera in the area showed a
man lingering at the gate,
briefly struggling before
unlocking it, entering, and
exiting after 30 minutes with
stolen valuables," said DCP
(southwest) Amit Goel.

A team was formed to
identify and trace the suspect,
who was seen fleeing on a
scooter, his face covered with

a shawl. Police tracked his
route till Ring Road, which
led them to the five-star hotel
in Dwarka, and to Nilesh.
When questioned, he initially
told cops that he was busy
with night shifts at the hotel,
where he had been working
for the past three years.

Later, however, police
confronted him with proof of
his recent financial transac-
tions and technical surveil-
lance, including CCTV camera
footage where he was seen
wearing the same shawl at the
hotel that had been reported
stolen from the house.

Nilesh was finally arrested
on Wednesday. "The burglary
took place between 2am and
3am. Nilesh knew the younger
brother of the complainant,
so he was aware that the fam-
ily was leaving for a wedding
on Feb 14 and there would be
no one home that time," said
a police officer.

free bus rides, she said.

any breach or non-adherence
to the conditions of the licence
does not remain unattended
to for inordinately long peri-
ods," it said.

"Public authorities entrust-
ed with the management of
valuable public assets must
remain vigilant to ensure that
such land is utilised strictly in
accordance with the purpose
for which it is allotted and that
deviations are addressed in a
timely manner," the court
added.The bench said it "sim-
ply cannot countenance a situ-
ation where prime public land
continues to be occupied for
decades together, without ful-
filment of the conditions of
licence."The court said that
since 1979, the sole condition
was that UNI construct an
office complex on the land, but
that was never done. "What is,
however, indisputably clear is
that, despite the passage of
several decades, there has
been a complete and abject
failure to achieve the very pur-

NDMC waives road

New Delhi, Agency: The
New Delhi Municipal Council
has waived road restoration
charges for laying pipelines for
Piped Natural Gas (PNG) con-
nections within its jurisdiction
for a period of three months,
in a move aimed at accelerat-
ing access to cleaner fuel. The
decision, announced through a
circular on Friday, is intended
to facilitate faster execution of
pipeline works by
Indraprastha Gas Limited and
ensure that residents and com-

mercial establishments get
PNG connections without
delays.

According to NDMC offi-
cials, the waiver has been
introduced in view of the pre-
vailing circumstances and in
larger public interest, with a
focus on promoting cleaner
and more convenient fuel
options across the Capital. To
further streamline the process,
the NDMC has directed that
permissions for road cutting
required for pipeline laying be
granted within 24 hours of
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"They also shared sugges-
tions and expectations. These
suggestions will be incorporat-
ed into the upcoming budget,
moving towards building an
inclusive and developed Delhi,"
she said.

The chief minister has been
holding a series of meetings
with various sections of the
society, including working
women, gig workers, labourers,
farmers, teachers, students,
medical professionals and oth-
ers ahead of the budget presen-
tation on March 24.

ice hours after HC rejects its plea against eviction

pose underlying the allot-
ment/licence: that the peti-
tioner was required to con-
struct, at its own cost and
expense, a multi-storied office
complex over the land in ques-
tion," the court said.

"The  petitioner was
expressly obligated to use the
land solely for the purpose of
constructing the office com-
plex to accommodate its own
office and the offices of vari-
ous news media organisa-
tions," it added.

A senior Delhi Police offi-
cer said that a team was sent
to provide security to the
agency as it carried out the
order. UNI, however, claimed
on social media that its staff
was forcibly evicted, female
journalists were manhandled
by police and some police per-
sonnel were intoxicated.
Police denied all the claims. |

The ministry's land and
development office has barred
anyone from entering the
office without its permission.

restoration charges

receiving complete applica-
tions. The authorities have
also instructed that work
should commence immediate-
ly after approvals to avoid pro-
cedural delays. The IGL has
been asked to prioritise the
work by deploying adequate
manpower and resources,
while ensuring that excavated
stretches are promptly back-
filled and secured to minimise
inconvenience to the public.
The civic body also directed
its road divisions to restore
affected stretches on a priority
within a fixed timeframe to
reduce traffic disruption.

Security ring & ID checks: Nervy Eid for Uttam Nagar after youth
lynchlng, remdents vow to stay put amid uneasy silence

New Delhi, Agency: The
narrow lanes of Hastsal village,
usually vibrant with the over-
lapping buzz of Navratri hymns
and Eid preparations, are
shrouded in uneasy silence this
time.

Following the lynching of
26-year-old Tarun Butolia dur-
ing Holi - it happened after his
cousin accidentally splashed
water on a woman from another
community - the neighbour-
hood in southwest Delhi's
Uttam Nagar has turned into a
high-security zone, with Delhi
Police and CRPF personnel sta-
tioned at the entry and exit of
nearly every lane leading to his

house in A Block.

The security ring extends to
B and C Blocks as well
Barricades have been put up,
and entry and exit are strictly
regulated, even in narrow lanes
barely wide enough to accom-
modate the barricades.
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On Friday, Media saw cops
checking identity cards and ver-
ifying the addresses of anyone
trying to enter the area. Only
residents of the village were
allowed, while others were
turned away. Vehicle movement
was also restricted, adding to

further inconvenience, villagers
said. Authorities have installed
several CCTV cameras - around
eight to 10 - in just the lane in
which Tarun used to live and
more in adjoining stretches.
Surveillance extends even to
outer roads of the village.

A senior police officer told
Media that four to five compa-
nies of paramilitary forces and
around 450 Delhi Police per-
sonnel have been deployed to
prevent any untoward incident.
A request has also been sent for
mounted cops. The contrast
with the previous years is stark.
Locals said Navratri would typi-
cally see tents pitched across

lanes, women hosting day-long
keertan, and children gathering
to play manjira and small dhols.
With Eid festivities also begin-
ning, the neighbourhood would
usually be bustling.

This year, however, the
streets of Hastsal are largely
deserted. A resident said, "How
can we celebrate when they are
checking everyone's IDs and not
allowing even our relatives to
enter the area?" Despite the
heavy deployment - it includes
two busloads of CRPF person-
nel stationed near the local
eidgah, close to the crime spot -
locals insist that the communal
fabric remains intact.



