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Delhi CM meets PM Modi, discuss-
es national capltal's development

New Delhi, Agency:
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
and discussed the national
capital's all-around develop-
ment.

"I had the privilege of a
heartfelt meeting with the
Honourable Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during which
I received his invaluable guid-

ance. His visionary leader-
ship and special affection
for Delhi always fill us
with fresh energy and
inspiration," Gupta said in
a post on X.

The BJP leader said
that during the meeting,
detailed discussions on
Delhi's all-around devel-
opment were held, includ-
ing strengthening infra-

structure, and commitment to
fulfilling the people's aspirations.

"With the able guidance and
continuous support of the prime
minister, we are fully committed
to taking Delhi to new heights of
progress, prosperity, and good
governance," she added.

Gupta also thanked the
prime minister for his constant
inspiration and for giving his
valuable time.

SOLstudents 'excluded' from Delhi University job mela, protest'discrimination’

New Delhi, Agency: Students of Delhi University's School of Open Learning (SOL) on Friday held a protest outside the venue of a job
mela, organised by DU, alleging discriminatory treatment after an internal circular categorically barred them from participating in it.

Later, SOL principal, Ajay Jaiswal, and the dean of students' welfare, Ranjan Tripathi, met the protesters and allowed them to participate
in the programme, the students said. Media reached out to the officials, but there was no response from them.

"The administration assured that SOL students would not be barred from such programmes in the future," Krantikari Yuva Sangathan
(KYS), under whose banner the protest was held, said in a statement.

The job mela is held annually on the campus for DU students. However, SOL students said they were denied entry, even as DU alumni
were allowed to participate. Several students gathered outside the gate, raising slogans and carrying placards that read "Stop discrimination
against SOL students" and "Equal rights for all DU students". SOL is a branch of Delhi University that provides a flexible and affordable alter-
native to regular colleges, catering largely to working students.

Signalling the '6G' era:
IIIT-Delhi bags patent for
smart radio system

Delhi tunes into sur and
sangeet under the stars

-

New Delhi, Agency: For
over two decades, SPIC MACAY
has been taking Indian classical
music beyond conventional
auditoriums and into public
spaces through its community
outreach initiatives across the
country. One of its most popular
initiatives, the Music in the Park
series, is part of this larger ision.

This year marks the 22nd
year of the Music in the Park
series at Nehru Park, and the
season featured performances by

renowned artists including
Rakesh  Chaurasia, Ulhas
Kashalkar, Sanjay

Subrahmanyan and N. Rajam.
The concerts were well received
by music lovers, reaffirming the

endurlng appeal of classical
music presented in open, acces-
sible public spaces and continu-
ing the legacy of bringing classi-
cal music closer to the public.
The edition was hosted in collab-
oration with NDMC.

Launched in September
2004 in Delhi, the series was
conceived to celebrate India's
composite cultural heritage
while also creating awareness
about the importance of a peace-
ful and clean environment. By
bringing classical music to open
public spaces, the initiative
aimed to make the art form more
accessible and encourage people
to experience music in a relaxed,
community setting.

West Asia conflict: Govt hlkes commermal LPG quota, relief for eateries

New Delhi, Agency: In a
move aimed at benefiting the
food and hospitality industry,
govt on Saturday announced a
20% additional quota of com-

orders to allocate non-
domestic LPG in line
with the guidelines.
India imports nearly
half of its LPG require-
ment, with about 90%

Strings of legacy

echo at Kamani
New Delhi, Agency: At the

mercial LPG cylinders, taking
the overall allocation to 50%
of pre-conflict levels.

The ministry of petroleum
and natural gas said the addi-
tional allocation will be priori-
tised for restaurants, dhabas,
hotels, industrial canteens,
food processing and dairy

core of classical music lies an
unspoken bond between the
artist and the listener - a connec-
tion that transcends barriers and
speaks directly to the soul. After
a gap of nearly a decade, sarod
maetro Debojyoti Bose per-
formed in the presence of his
guru, the legendary Ustad

sourced from West Asia.
Apart from a deal with
the US, it is also tapping
countries such as Russia,
Japan and Norway for
supplies.

In a letter to chief sec-
retaries of states and

PNG since the beginning of
the week. Following supply
disruptions due to the military
conflict in West Asia, govt had

estimated that nearly 30% of
hotels and restaurants had to
shut due to the shortage of
LPG supplies, while many oth-

New Delhi, Agency: In a significant

step towards future-ready communication,
the Indraprastha Institute of Information
Technology (IIIT), New Delhi, secured a
patent for its cutting-edge smart radio sys-
tem, designed to transform wireless con-
nectivity in complex environments.

The patented innovation introduces an
advanced Reconfigurable Intelligent
Surfaces (RIS) framework that enables
flexible beamforming and ensures seam-
less connectivity, even in non line of sight
conditions where traditional networks
often struggle. What makes the develop-
ment stand out is its real-world readiness.
The working of the system has already
been presented at the Indian Mobile
Congress-2024, showcasing how RIS-
enabled communication can move beyond
theory into practical deployment.

Professor Vivek Ashok Bohara said,
"The patent is a reflection of our strong
commitment to advance research in next-
generation wireless technologies. Since the
world is moving towards 6G and beyond,
such innovations will prove to be highly
crucial in adapting to intelligent and flexi-
ble communication environments.

With industries progressing toward 6G
sand marter digital ecosystems, the mile-
stone places the institute at the forefront of
innovation, reinforcing its role as a hub for
advanced research in intelligent radio sys-
tems. With this patent, IIIT Delhi not only
strengthens India's position in global tele-
com research but also signals a future
where connectivity is smarter, faster and
more adaptive than before.

MCD likely to hold town vend-
ing panel elections by July

New Delhi, Agency: Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) is aiming to
conduct elections for town vending commit-
tees (TVC) by July, a key step towards creat-
ing designated vending zones across the
city. Officials said the civic body has com-
pleted the re-survey of pending street ven-
dors in its jurisdiction and is in the process
of issuing certificates of vending (CoV). In
Phase I, 62,333 certificates were issued till
Dec 31, 2021. However, as not all vendors
were covered, Delhi govt directed a re-sur-
vey. In the second phase, around 22,000
additional vendors have been identified.

"We expect to conduct the elections
within four months. The town vending
committees will identify vending zones,
regulate street vendors, assign legal vend-
ing spaces, and balance vendors' rights
with pedestrian movement and public
safety," an official said. According to MCD,
around 27 committees will be formed
across the city. Each committee will have
12 vendor representatives, while the
remaining members will include experts,
representatives of RWAs, market associa-
tions and voluntary organisations.

Only vendors holding valid CoVs will be
eligible to vote in the elections, for which
MCD will prepare voter lists. The civic
body has 250 wards across 12 zones, and as
per norms, at least one committee is to be
formed for every eight wards in each zone.

The committees will also have the
authority to relocate vendors from conges-
tion-prone areas, create designated vend-
ing and no-vending zones, and address
issues such as traffic disruption.

units, subsidised canteens and
outlets run by state govts and
local bodies, and community
kitchens. It will also strength-
en the distribution of 5kg
portable cylinders for migrant
workers. The allocation will be
available from Monday.

Govt said entities availing
commercial LPG cylinders will
have to register with oil mar-
keting companies, detailing
end use of the gas, and must
also register for piped gas con-
nections to be eligible for the
additional allocation.

Hotel associations have

ers reduced operating hours,
cut down menus and restrict-
ed kitchen activity to conserve
available stocks.

Though govt maintained
on Saturday that LPG supply
remained a matter of concern
amid geopolitical conditions,
the decision to increase com-
mercial allocation suggests the
overall situation may have
improved slightly. Till
Thursday, 13,700 new piped
gas connections had been
issued over nearly a fortnight,
while more than 7,300 con-
sumers shifted from LPG to

initially halted the sale of com-
mercial cylinders and priori-
tised domestic LPG, besides
ensuring supplies to hospitals
and educational institutions.
It later allowed 20% of the
average monthly requirement
for commercial and industrial
users, leaving it to states to
decide distribution priorities.
On March 18, the ministry
issued another order allowing
an additional 10% allocation
to states, subject to reforms
and faster expansion of PNG
infrastructure. Over 20 states
and UTs have since issued

AIIMS-Delhi old OPD canteen trims
menu amid gas cylinder crisis

New Delhi, Agency: For
two weeks now, old OPD can-
teen at the country's largest
Central Government tertiary
hospital, AIIMS, New Delhi,
has been battling an acute
commercial LPG
crunch amid the West Asia cri-
sis. Though the canteen man-
ager wrote to Indian Oil
Corporation for LPG supplies
with due recommendations
from AIIMS officials, the facil-
ity has not been getting its pre-
wartime supply of four cylin-
ders a day.

The facility, widely known
as old OPD canteen, is run pri-
vately by JS Hospitality. The
government has prioritised
hospitals for commercial LPG
supplies, but the canteen has
not received its regular LPG
supply for a week now.

During a visit to the can-
teen, which serves around
500-600 people daily, includ-

supply :

ing patients, attendants and
hospital staff, manager Puran
Shah said the canteen doesn't
have an LNG pipeline. It is
dependent on commercial
cylinders for cooking. The can-
teen needs four cylinders daily
to meet cooking needs.

"There was no LPG supply
last week, affecting operations
severely,"” Shah said. The can-
teen has a commercial connec-
tion from Indian Oil distribu-
tor, Guruji Indian Gas Service,

in Mundka. Shah said they
tried to contact delivery per-
son, but to no avail.

To continue operations, the
canteen earlier procured cylin-
ders through informal chan-
nels at inflated prices ranging
between Rs 3,000 and Rs
5,000 per refill. Now even this
channel is closed as there are
no cylinders, says Shah.

The canteen has now shift-
ed to alternative cooking
methods such as induction
cooktops and electric kettles
and cylinders sourced from
some other facilities at AIIMS.

The canteen has also
trimmed it menu. It has tem-
porarily removed certain
items, including sambar vada
and samosas, from the menu.

During the visit, empty
LPG cylinders were found
stacked in the canteen's back-
yard, indicating the extent of
the supply disruption.

UTs, petroleum secretary
Neeraj Mittal said all
commercial and industri-
al LPG consumers must
register with oil market-
ing companies to be eligi-
ble for allocation from
the overall 50% quota.
"OMCs shall register
such customers and keep
a record of the sector
they operate in, the end-
use of LPG and the annu-
al weight requirement...
of that customer in the
respective database(s),"
Mittal said.

Amjad Ali Khan, at Kamani
Auditorium. He was accompa-
nied on tabla by Kumar Bose and
Rohen Bose.

The concert was part of

IHFFI's flagship initiative Root
Chetna,

Gurugram
Belonging to the Senia Bangash
gharana, a lineage known for its
expansive and
approach to melody, Debojyoti
Bose presented a performance
that balanced precision with
emotion,
improvisation.

the
team.

supported by
Festival

introspective

and tradition with

Budget: Traders ask for
conversion of industrial
areas in city to freehold

New Delhi, Agency:
Trader associations have writ-
ten to chief minister Rekha
Gupta with 11 suggestions to
be incorporated in the upcom-
ing Delhi budget, which may
be tabled on March 24.

Among the major demands
is the conversion of industrial
areas such as Bawana,
Bhorgarh, Jhilmil, and Badli
from leasehold to freehold.
Traders have also sought ratio-
nalisation of circle rates to bet-
ter align them with market
realities and reduce transac-
tion-related challenges.

"Keeping in mind the prob-
lems of market associations
and factory owners across 56
industrial areas, we have sent
a demand letter to CM Rekha
Gupta. There are discrepancies
in circle rates at several places
which should be rectified.

Minimum wages in Delhi are
much higher than neighbour-
ing states, making it difficult to

find labour," said Brijesh

Goyal, chairman of the
Chamber of Trade and
Industry.

Members also highlighted
that electricity rates in Delhi's
industrial areas should be
rationalised. They further
demanded a separate ware-
house policy for better man-
agement and maintenance of
warehouses.

Inside Delhi Metro's only museum at Supreme Court station

A journey showing how city keeps movlng

New Delhi, Agency:
Amid the rush of commuters
and the rumble of arriving
trains, commuters are taken
on a different journey at the
Supreme Court Metro Station,
offering a peek at howDelhi
Metro keeps the city mov-
ing.Tucked inside the metro
station, the city's lone metro
museum traces the over-two-
decade long journey of Delhi
Metro through tunnels, trains
and engineering challenges.
Spread over 12,000 sq ft in its
first phase, the space doubles
as an educational and recre-
ational hub.

The main draw is a full-
scale train simulator that
recreates a metro driver's

cabin, allowing visitors to
expe-rience what it feels like
to operate a train. Another
highlight is a working model
of a running train, detailing
underground and elevated
sections, including bridges
and viaducts.
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Twelve-year-old Anushka
Sud, who recently visited the
museum, said the experience
made her rethink what goes
into building such a vast sys-
tem. "It felt like I was actually
driving a train beneath the
city, with tunnels and bridges

coming alive before me. The
simulator made the experi-
ence thrilling, and the models
helped me understand how
everything works."

Other highlights include a
Digital Augmented Reality
display, an interactive touch-
screen route map, an interac-
tive video screen, touch-
screen quizzes about metro
construction and a mock
metro tunnel of 28x12 ft to
provide an educational play-
ground for students.

"Working models of
Tunnel Boring Machines
(TBMs) and Launching

Girders give a hands-on look
at how the city's underground
and elevated tracks were built.
In real life, these "mechanical
moles" weigh over 400 tonnes

and can dig through solid
rock," said a DMRC official.

A section of the museum
documents how Delhi Metro's
Phase I was completed nearly
three years ahead of schedule,
a rare achievement in large
infrastructure projects world-
wide. Another gallery honours
E Sreedharan, the project's
chief architect.

Since its opening on Dec
17 last year, the museum has
attracted around 15,000 visi-
tors (data till Feb 10, 2026).
The museum has higher foot-
falls at weekends, with a
surge of 2.5% to 3%, than on
other days. "For just Rs 10,
any visitor can now journey
through the past, present and
future of the Delhi Metro,"
said the official.



