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'Kheer ceremony' marks start of
Delhi Assembly Budget session

New Delhi, Agency: The
Budget session of the Delhi
Legislative Assembly began on
Monday with a ceremonial 'Kheer
Ceremony', a tradition recently
introduced by the BJP-led gov-
ernment, as Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta outlined her administra-
tion's vision of a 'Developed
Delhi, Green Delhi'.

The ceremony, held ahead of
the presentation of the Budget to
be tabled on Tuesday, marked a
symbolic start to proceedings.
Officials said the practice, intro-
duced during the previous ses-
sion by the present government,
draws inspiration from a similar
tradition followed at the Centre
and had not been part of earlier
Assembly Budget sessions in
Delhi. The event saw participa-
tion from a cross-section of socie-
ty, including farmers, students,
teachers, doctors, members of the
transgender community, women

turban.

drivers and media representa-
tives. Farmers also honoured the
Chief Minister with a traditional

Ministers,

€led lacti

Verma, Ashish Sood, Manjlnder
Singh Sirsa, Ravindra Indraj
Singh and Kapil Mishra, along
with MLAs and senior officials,
were present. Addressing the

Several Cabinet
including Parvesh

gathering, Gupta said the upcom-
ing Budget would mark a new
phase in Delhi's development,
focusing on improving infrastruc-
ture and overall quality of life.
Priority areas would include edu-
cation, healthcare, cleanliness,
pollution control and the creation
of a greener urban ecosystem.
Emphasising that the govern-
ment's vision goes beyond slo-
gans, she said efforts over the
past year had been directed at

. changing the city's trajectory,

while the upcoming Budget
would focus on delivering visible

. improvements on the ground.

During the Assembly session,

¢ the Chief Minister also highlight-
i ed the leadership of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, stating
that his emphasis on transparen-
¢y, accountability and dedication
to public service continues to
guide governance and nation-
building efforts.

Teen stabbed to death near tem-
ple in Delhi's Subhash Vihar;'
|

New Delhi, Agency: An
18-year-old boy was allegedly
stabbed to death in the early
hours of Tuesday in northeast
Delhi's Subhash Vihar.

The victim, identified as
Mohammad Asif, a resident of
Subhash Mohalla, was found
critically injured near a temple in
Subhash Vihar, North Gonda.

Police said they received
information about the stabbing
following which a team from
Bhajanpura police station rushed
to the spot. By the time officers
arrived, Asif had already been
taken to JPC Hospital by his fam-
ily. He later succumbed to his

More than 3.6 lakh users

on Namo Bharat app

New Delhi, Agency: With the grow-
ing popularity of Namo Bharat services,
the number of users adopting the app has
also witnessed a steady rise. As of Feb,
more than 3.6 lakh users are availing a
range of services on the app, from digital
QR ticketing to real-time train tracking,
making it a one-stop solution for smart
and hassle-free travel. "Through the app,
passengers can conveniently purchase dig-
ital QR tickets for both Namo Bharat and
Meerut Metro without standing in queues
at ticket counters. In the last three months
alone, over 6.7 lakh digital tickets have
been sold via the app. Cumulatively, more
than 24.7 lakh digital tickets have been
booked through the platform till Feb this
year," said an official of National Capital
Region Transport Corporation.

For lost belongings, the app includes a
'Lost and Found' feature, allowing passen-
gers to register complaints and check items
recovered by Namo Bharat staff.
Passengers can identify their belongings
from the list of recovered items available
on the app and claim them by contacting
the Lost and Found Centre at Ghaziabad
Namo Bharat Station after completing the
prescribed verification process.

DU makes prior approval
mandatory for protests

New Delhi, Agency: The University
of Delhi (DU) has made prior permission
mandatory for any protest, march, or sim-
ilar activity within its premises, requiring
organisers to seek approval from both uni-
versity authorities and the local police at
least 72 hours in advance.

In a notice issued by the Proctor's
Office on Monday, the university said that
"any violations of these directions will
attract disciplinary action against organis-
ers, which may include rustication, expul-
sion, and initiation of police proceedings
and/ or other measures deemed appropri-
ate by the competent authority."

In a significant restriction, the notice
states that outsiders, including individuals
not enrolled in DU, will not be allowed to
participate in such activities on campus.

The development comes after DU's
month long blanket ban on protests across
its campuses ended on March 17.

Organisers must submit a physical
application to the Proctor's Office as well
as to the concerned local police authorities
at least 72 hours before the proposed
event. The application must include
details such as the organiser's name, insti-
tutional affiliation, contact information,
nature and duration of the programme,
list of speakers, logistics involved, and
expected number of participants.

injuries during treatment.

A forensic team inspected the
crime scene and collected evi-
dence, while the body has been
sent to GTB Hospital for post-
mortem examination.

A case has been registered
under Section 103 (murder) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita at
Bhajanpura police station.
Multiple teams have been
deployed to identify and appre-
hend the accused, police added.

"I am not aware of the entire
incident. He might have gotten
into conflict, the killers might
be someone in his known. He
was stabbed.

Better air quality, no winter stubble burning in Delhi: Eco Survey

New Delhi, Agency: The
number of days with AQI below
201 increased from 159 in 2018
to 200 in 2025, according to
the latest Economic Survey
report. The report also stated
that no stubble burning took
place in Delhi in the winter sea-
son 2025-26.

The  Consortium  for
Research on Agroecosystem
Monitoring and Modelling
from Space (CREAMS) labora-
tory, situated at Indian
Agricultural Research
Institute, which follows the
standard protocol 2021 noti-
fied by the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM)
in NCR and adjoining areas,
said that satellites detected five
paddy residue burning events
in Delhi.

"No case of stubble burning
in Delhi has taken place in the
present paddy harvesting sea-
son because of intense moni-
toring and awareness generat-
ed among paddy cultivators by
the development department.

All (five) burning incidents
reported by CREAMS in Oct
and Nov 2025 within Delhi ter-
ritory have been physically ver-
ified, and none of them consti-
tute stubble or paddy residue
burning," stated the report.

As per CPCB data, the num-
ber of days when AQI was
below 201 was 163 in 2022,
206 in 2023, 209 in 2024 and
200 in 2025. However, number
of days when AQI surpassed

400 was 20 in 2018, compared
to eight in 2025. The number of
such days was six in 2022, 15 in
2023 and 17 in 2024. The
Economic Survey report stated
that to reduce pollution caused
by illegal industrial units, the
report said a first-ever survey
of polluting industries was con-
ducted in notified industrial
areas, redevelopment areas
and non-conforming areas in
Delhi. Based on the surveys,

"Will blow up building, Vidhan Sabha Metro Station'

Delhi assembly gets bomb threat emall ahead of budget presentatwn

New Delhi, Agency: A
bomb threat email sent to the
office of Delhi Assembly
Speaker Vijender Gupta on
Tuesday warned that the
assembly building and the
Delhi Metro's Vidhan Sabha
station would be blown up,
officials said.

According to the Speaker's

office, the first threat arrived p

at the Assembly's official
email address at 7.28 am, fol-
lowed by a second email
directed to the Speaker at 7.49
am - just twenty-one minutes
later.

Both messages claimed
that a bomb would explode at
the Delhi assembly at 1.11 pm,
and at a Delhi Metro station at
9.11 pm. The emails also made
references to the Khalistan
Referendum. A sniffer dog
squad was later deployed at
the Delhi Assembly complex
as part of intensified security
checks following the threat.

Authorities confirmed that
the emails were sent from a
Gmail account, and security
personnel conducted thor-
ough searches of the premises.
No explosive devices were
reported to have been found.

The message also named
several high-profile leaders,

including , Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union home
minister Amit Shah, external
affairs minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar,
chief minister Rekha Gupta
and minister Manjinder Singh
Sirsa and Lt governor Taranjit
Singh Sandhu.
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over 700 air and water pollut-
ing units in conforming areas
were sealed by Delhi Pollution
Control Committee and more
than 300 air and water pollut-
ing units in non-conforming
areas by MCD.

Out of a total of 2,049
industries in Delhi, 1,890 are
running on PNG while 67 run
on approved LPG. The remain-
ing 92 industries have been
moved out of Delhi.

On the Yamuna, the report
noted 10 cumecs of water is
being released by Haryana at
Hathnikund during the lean
season. However, most of it
evaporates or percolates before
it reaches Wazirabad and,
therefore, it is highly inade-
quate to meet the dilution
requirement to achieve the
desired water quality. "The
Yamuna, the reason for Delhi's
existence, has suffered heavily
from pollution, which is due to
the flow of untreated or partial-
ly treated sewage and industri-
al effluents," said the report.

Court summons dis-
charged accused in Rs
1-cr extortion case

New Delhi, Agency: In
a new twist to the ongoing
extortion case involving the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang, a
Delhi court has issued fresh
notices to all accused who
were previously discharged,
summoning them.

The investigation stems
from two interconnected
criminal cases originally reg-
istered at the Sunlight Colony
police station, which were
later transferred to the Crime
Branch due to the involve-
ment of high-profile inter-
state gangsters and sophisti-
cated logistical networks. The
first case concerns a shooting
incident on 23 April 2023,
where five rounds were fired
at the residence of business-
man Ramandeep Singh in an

Delhi's power consumer
base climbs to 73 6 lakh

New Delhi, Agency: The
number of electricity con-
sumers in Delhi has risen from
52.6 lakh in 2015-16 to 73.6
lakh in 2024-25, an increase of
nearly 21 lakh, with domestic
users accounting for 84.1% of
the total, according to the
Delhi Economic Survey 2025-
tabled in the Delhi
Assembly on Monday.

As per the official data, the
consumer base has expanded

' by 20.9 lakh during the period.

At the same time, aggregate
technical and commercial
(AT&C) losses - the gap
between energy supplied and
revenue realised - have
plunged from a high of 52% in
the pre-reform period of 2002
to just 5.9% in 2024-25. The
survey attributes the decline to
improvements in billing, col-
lection and distribution effi-
ciency. AT&C losses are con-
sidered a key indicator of the
overall performance of power
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distribution utilities.

Peak power demand has
also climbed, from 5,846 MW
in 2015-16 to 8,442 MW in
2025-26, while electricity con-
sumption grew at an average
annual rate of about 3.2%
between 2015-16 and 2024-25.

Delhi govt is promoting
rooftop solar installations
through enhanced incentives
under the Delhi Solar Energy
Policy, 2023. The capital sub-
sidy has been raised to Rs
10,000 per kW, capped at Rs
30,000 per consumer.

'Existential threat': Transgender community unites against Bill

New Delhi, Agency:
Kabir Maan identifies as a
transman. On Monday, at a
packed press conference, anx-
ious and worried, he held up
his Transgender ID and cer-
tificate - issued as per the
Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act,
2019 - to share how the pro-
posed amendments to the law
will make it difficult for his
community to get these docu-

ments. His worry - the
Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights)

Amendment Bill, 2026, omit-
ting a clause that allowed "self
perceived gender identity” to
be the basis for determination
and obtaining a TG certificate.
The changes in definition,
Maan said, poses exclusion of

NO PRIDE

WITHOUT TRANS
RIGHTS

many.

"The first question that
came to my mind, after hear-
ing about the amendment
?bill, was what will happen to
my future and will my identity
be questioned after all the
struggle I went through to
acquire the TG certificate.
How can a medical board
decide my gender identity?"
he said.

Now, the proposed amend-
ments feel like a blow as they
only add to fear, anxiety and
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uncertainty that the commu-
nity struggles with, Maan said,
sharing that despite these
identity documents and him
being a qualified special edu-
cator, he continues to struggle
and fight stigma. Maan was
joined by many others in
demanding the withdrawal of
the bill introduced in Lok
Sabha last week. Community
members argued that the pro-
posed amendments violate
Supreme Court's landmark
2014 judgement (NALSA ver-
sus Union of India) that pro-
tects the right to self-determi-
nation of gender identity.
With Parliament in ses-
sion, the community will now
be stepping up outreach to
MPs across parties to demand
support for seeking the bill's

withdrawal. It also questioned
the lack of consultation by the
govt before bringing the
amendment bill.

Raghavi S, a transwoman
and an SC lawyer, said, "We
are very clear we want this bill
to be taken back as it is."
"After years of struggle to gain
recognition and access, the
proposed amendments would
push transgender persons
back into a system where they
will be denied their rights,"
she added.

"The bill does not merely
amend a statute, it lays down
an existential threat to our
hard-won dignity, reinstates
colonial-era stigma, and turns
the State against the very peo-
ple it was solemnly pledged to
protect," the community said

in a statement. "Hence we, the
concerned transgender and
queer individuals and collec-
tives, unequivocally condemn
and oppose the bill," it said.

The statement claimed
under the current framework,
the recognition of transgender
identity is built on five key
principles - "self-identifica-
tion, a simple administrative
process, no compulsory med-
ical procedures, recognition of
non-binary identities and
access to gender-affirming
care". "The bill dismantles this
model. It is discriminating
against trans men, trans
women, genderqueer people,
and gender non-binary per-
?sons, because this is the only
law that recognises the catego-
ry 'transgender person'.



