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Can't be a broker nation:
EAM Jaishankar at all-
party meet

-

NEW DELHI ,Agency: Govt on
Wednesday scotched the suggestion that
Pakistan has scored diplomatically by
offering to play mediator between Iran
and US, with foreign minister S
Jaishankar saying the neighbour has
been a past master at inserting itself into
conflicts.

"India cannot be a broker nation,"
sources quoted Jaishankar as saying at
the all-party meeting govt had con-
vened. The minister also said PM Modi,
in his conversation with Donald Trump
on Tuesday, had told the US president
that the war was hurting everybody and
impressed upon the latter the need for
swift resolution of the conflict.

India follows multi-alignment, has good
Iran ties: EAM

On Pakistan working its way into the
West Asia frame, Jaishankar recalled it
was also the intermediary between
China and the US in 1971 and again
between the US and Iran in 1981. Govt
sources said Jaishankar was putting
things in perspective by recalling
Pakistan's past interventions."He wasn't
mocking or criticising what Pak is doing
now regarding the conflict,” one of the
sources added.

India is a big country and pursues multi-
alignment to serve its national interests,
he said, insisting that it continues to
enjoy good equations with Iran.

The minister also said that there was not
enough clarity about the format and fate
of the US-Iran talks with uncertainty
over who would be negotiating on Iran's
behalf. He pointed to the sudden emer-
gence of parliamentary speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf as
Tehran's chief negotiator.

At the meeting, presided over by defence
minister Rajnath Singh, opposition
MPs, including Mukul Wasnik of
Congress, John Brittas of CPM,
Asaduddin Owaisi of AIMIM, NCP's
Supriya Sule and AAP's Sanjay Singh
flagged a host of issues, including
Modi's visit to Israel just before the war
broke, India's alleged silence over the
assassination of Iran's supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and concerns
over oil and gas availability.

Besides Jaishankar, govt was represent-
ed by home minister Amit Shah, finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman, petrole-
um minister Hardeep Puri and parlia-
mentary affairs minister Kiren
Rijiju.Puri assured the participants that
India had sufficient stock of petrol and
diesel. Besides, it had moved to tie up
new sources of supply.

TMC was the lone major opposition
party which skipped the meeting, calling
for a discussion on the issue in
Parliament.Rijiju said govt had
explained its position clearly to address
the concerns of opposition parties.
"They also asserted that in such a chal-
lenging situation, we all have to stand
together. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has made an appeal that the
Parliament should rise together in any
challenging situation. I think the oppo-
sition parties have displayed maturity,"
the minister said.

UK court rejects Nirav
Modi's bid to stall
extradition
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NEW DELHI ,Agency: A UK court
has rejected fugitive diamantaire Nirav
Modi's petition to reopen his extradition
order, bringing him closer to facing
charges in India.The High Court of
Justice, King's Bench Division, while
handing down the judgment, observed
that the petition and the circumstances
surrounding it were not exceptional to
revisit earlier extradition order, officials
said. CBI has been seeking the extradi-
tion of Nirav in connection with a
Punjab National Bank scam, with pro-
ceedings ongoing since 2018.CBI accus-
es Nirav Modi of defrauding PNB of Rs
6.5ker CBI's bank fraud case accuses
Nirav Modi of defrauding PNB of Rs
6,498.2 crore.Following his arrest in the
UK in 2019, courts had approved his
extradition and rejected earlier appeals,
finding no legal barriers and accepting
assurances regarding his treatment in
India.Although a temporary legal obsta-
cle delayed the process, it was lifted in
Aug 2025.Nirav Modi had applied for
reopening his appeal, citing concerns
about potential ill-treatment, and also
questioned whether assurances provid-
ed by Indian authorities were sufficient
to protect his rights. He has been in a
prison in the United Kingdom since
March 2019.

BRO entrusted with task of developing infra along 1600-
km Myanmar border: Rajnath at parl panel meet

NEW DELHI ,Agency:
Stressing the need for robust infra-
structure along the borders,
defence minister Rajnath Singh on
Wednesday said Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) has been
entrusted with the task of develop-
ing infrastructure along the Indo-
Myanmar  border, spanning
approximately 1,600 km, an initia-
tive that will further bolster the
border management
capabilities.Rajnath, who chaired a
parliamentary consultative com-
mittee meeting for the defence
ministry on BRO here on
Wednesday, asserted that through
this network, all-weather connec-
tivity is being ensured even in
remote and high-altitude regions,
thereby strengthening the opera-
tional mobility and defence pre-
paredness. The progress under
Border Roads Development

over 1,000 road and infrastructure
projects are being executed,
including new construction, upgra-
dation and maintenance works to
further strengthen border connec-
tivity, was also discussed during
the meeting. The minister also
hailed the efforts of the BRO

towards enhancing connectivity in
the north-eastern region and in
areas affected by Left-wing
extremism, thereby contributing to
security and regional development.
"The BRO has facilitated the
mobility of defence forces, and
worked towards bringing a positive

transformation in the lives of the
residents," he said. Insightful
deliberations were held on issues
pertaining to defence, infrastruc-
ture development and ongoing
strategic initiatives aimed at
strengthening national security and
operational preparedness.Drawing

Programme 2023-28, under which

Petrol stations put up 'no stock’
boards as pumps run dry

NEW DELHI ,Agency: Despite
assurances by govts and oil marketing
companies that adequate stocks of
petrol, diesel and domestic LPG cylin-
ders were available, the scramble for
fuel continued on Wednesday. As
rumours of shortages and possible price
hikes fuelled fear, long queues were
witnessed outside fuel pumps and gas
agencies.

The unprecedented panic buying saw
fuel pumps run out of supply in many
states. Dealers in Telangana and
Maharashtra said high-speed sale was
met with slow replenishment of stocks
from depots as oil companies insisted
on advance payments.

In Telangana, civil supplies minister N
Uttam Kumar Reddy said the state had
enough petrol and diesel to last the next
three months. However, many outlets in
Hyderabad had to put up 'no stock'
boards. Petrol and diesel dealers in
Hyderabad said nearly 40% of petrol
pumps in the city ran dry.An HPCL
official said given the current financial
pressures and higher crude sourcing
costs, payments "need to be made on a
near-daily basis".

In Maharashtra, Vidarbha guzzled more
than double its daily quota of petrol as

Tata Power Expands Green Sk1111ng with New Prayagraj Centre

,2AgencyPrayagraj : Tata Power, one of
India’s largest integrated power com-
panies, through its skilling arm, Tata
Power Skill Development Institute
(TPSDI), has inaugurated a new train-
ing centre in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh,
in partnership with ICICI Foundation.
The centre aims to provide local youth
and women with industry-relevant
skills in power, renewable energy, and
allied sectors, supporting India’s
growing demand for a skilled work-
force.

The inauguration was jointly con-

well as diesel on Tuesday as well as
Wednesday, resulting in mass drying of
pumps as refill did not match the pace.
Figures reported to administration
revealed there was no dearth of stocks,
but dealers complained that stoppage of
the credit system was creating payment
issues leading to supply disruptions.In
Lucknow, the state level coordinator of
the oil industry, Sanjay Bhandari, urged
"sensible consumption".

the attention of the parliamentary
consultative committee members
to the crucial aspect of 'technology
utilisation', the minister said BRO
is rapidly adopting modern con-
struction techniques by making
best use of technologies such as
high altitude equipment, modular
bridges, and precast technologies.

"The BRO has enhanced both the
quality and the pace of its work.
This demonstrates that we are
building future-ready infrastruc-
ture," he said. He reiterated the
govt's commitment to strengthen
the BRO in terms of budgetary
support, modern equipment and
initiatives aimed at the welfare of
their personnel. BRO, established
in 1960, has constructed over
64,000 km of roads, 1,179 bridges,
22 airfields and seven tunnels, sig-
nificantly enhancing operational
readiness and socio-economic
development in border areas.

NMC boards lie vacant as it directs
states to deal with teacher vacancies

NEW DELHI ,Agency: In a
case of sheer irony, the National
Medical Commission (NMC) has
been asked to direct state govts to
fill up huge numbers of vacant
posts in the medical teaching serv-
ice in a time bound manner, when
three quarters of posts in NMC's
four autonomous boards are lying
vacant.

The undergraduate medical educa-
tion board, the post graduate med-
ical education board and the ethics
and medical registration boards
have just one part-time member
each. They ought to have five
members each including the presi-
dent of each board. The medical
assessment and rating board alone
has a president and one part-time
member, while the remaining three
posts are vacant.When contacted,
NMC chairperson Dr Abhijat
Sheth while confirming that the
process of filling the vacancies in
the boards was currently under
consideration by the government,
told Media that the NMC was fully
functional, with 28 out of 33 mem-
bers currently in position. "All
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statutory requirements, including
quorum, are being duly met, and
the functioning of the commission
and its boards remains unaffect-
ed," he said.

"Policy-level decisions continue to
be taken at the Commission level.
For matters pertaining to
Autonomous Boards, the
Chairperson is empowered under
the Act to constitute expert com-
mittees, and all functions are being
carried out through these duly con-
stituted mechanisms," said Dr
Sheth.Even as NMC boards are
riddled with vacancies, the com-
mission has been asked by the
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Patna high court to direct states to
fill up teaching vacancies within
six months.The court asked NMC
"to take appropriate action in
directing the State Government(s)
to initiate an appointment/recruit-
ment drive to fill up a huge num-
ber of vacant posts in the medical
teaching service within a time-
bound period." The court was
hearing a petition challenging the
Aadhar-enabled biometric atten-
dance system in medical colleges.
In keeping with the order, NMC
has directed all states and union
territories to take the necessary
steps.

Middle East crisis: Amit Shah
heading informal GoM on
'overall strategic issues'

NEW DELHI ,Agency: Home
minister Amit Shah is heading an
informal Group of Ministers
(GoM) dealing with "overall strate-
gic issues" that have emerged
because of the ongoing conflict in
West Asia, including fall in supply
of cooking gas and LNG, the pri-
mary feedstock for urea produc-
tion.Shah has already held a meet-

ducted by Saumya Agarwal (IAS),
Commissioner, Prayagraj, and Himal
Tewari, CHRO & Chief -
Sustainability & CSR, Tata Power, in
the presence of Ashok Panda, CEO,
PPGCL, and Alok Prasad, Head —
TPSDI. The event marked a signifi-
cant milestone in Tata Power’s ongo-
ing efforts to enhance skill develop-
ment through collaborative partner-
ships.

The Prayagraj centre will offer
hands-on training in renewable energy
technologies, including solar PV
installation and maintenance, electri-
cal safety, and energy efficiency.
Alongside, TPSDI, in collaboration
with the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, has
launched specialised training batches

for tribal youth, virtually inaugurated
by Union Minister Shri Jual Oram.
These programmes will run at the
Prayagraj centre and across TPSDI’s
newly established centres in Odisha —
Balasore, Dhenkanal, Berhampur, and
Sambalpur — as well as at existing cen-
tres in Cuttack, Maithon, and Jojobera
in Jharkhand.

The centre will also conduct train-
ing under the PM Surya Ghar: Muft
Bijli Yojana, offering certifications
designed to enhance employability
and ensure faster placement with
industry stakeholders, including EPC
companies, channel partners, and serv-
ice providers.

Since its inception, TPSDI has
emerged as a leading institute in ener-

gy sector skilling, offering over 206
modular courses in areas like Green
Energy, Power Systems, Transmission
& Distribution, Safety, and Soft Skills.
The institute has trained over 4.2 lakh
individuals, totaling more than 1.6
million person-days of training, with
significant participation from women
and affirmative action beneficiaries.

The Prayagraj centre aims to
strengthen the local talent pipeline,
support regional energy infrastructure,
and contribute to sustainable liveli-
hoods. This initiative reinforces Tata
Power’s commitment to nation-build-
ing, empowering communities, and
advancing India’s transition to a
resilient, sustainable, and clean energy
future.

ing with other ministers, including
fertiliser minister JP Nadda and
external affairs minister S
Jaishankar, to assess the status of
fertiliser and petroleum gas sup-
plies.Media has learnt another
informal GoM, headed by power
and urban affairs minister Manohar
Lal, has been set up to deal with
matters related to energy supply.
The group held a meeting
Wednesday where issues related to
"piped gas supply to homes" were
discussed at length.It was attended
by food and renewable energy min-
ister Pralhad Joshi, heavy indus-
tries minister HD Kumaraswamy
and petroleum minister Hardeep

Singh Puri. This is significant since
the govt is focussed on shifting
more households to PNG use in
place of LPG.Chairing the meeting
of Cabinet Committee on Security
on Saturday, PM Modi had directed
that a group of ministers and secre-
taries be created to work dedicated-
ly with a  whole-of-govt
approach.He had also sought sec-
toral groups to work in consulta-
tion with all stakeholders.

On Tuesday, Modi announced the
setting up of seven empowered
groups of secretaries to deal with
different issues arising out of the
crisis; some of the groups held their
first round of meeting on
Wednesday.

Op Urja Suraksha: Navy deploys 5 warships to guide
cargo vessels exiting troubled Strait of Hormuz

NEW DELHI ,Agency:
Amid the conflict in West Asia,
the Indian Navy has "deployed
more than five frontline war-
ships under a mission named
Operation Urja Suraksha" to
ensure safe movement of
India-bound cargo ships after
they exit the Iran-controlled
choke point at the Strait of
Hormuz, sources in the
defence establishment con-
firmed to Media.

The operation focuses on
securing critical maritime
routes and protecting ships
carrying essential supplies,
such as LPG, LNG and crude
oil, to India. Currently, there
are 20 India-bound cargo ves-
sels that are stranded near the
Strait due to the conflict.

"Once an India-bound cargo
vessel clears the Strait, the
Navy's warships in the Gulf of
Oman escort and guide the ves-

sel out of the troubled zone

towards the Arabian Sea," a

source in DG Shipping told
Media.

Senior risk analyst Martin
Kelly, head of advisory at EOS
Risk Group, a security firm

based in the Gulf, said,

seems that Iran is allowing
select vessels to transit
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Hormuz after verification
which takes place during the
ships' transit inside Iranian
waters."

The Navy remains in constant
contact with the India-bound
cargo vessels preparing to exit
the Persian Gulf. Once a cargo
vessel moves out of the choke-
point - with Iran's consent -
Indian Navy destroyers and
frigates take over, escorting
them out of the danger zone
through a layered-security
arrangement.

This effort is being supported
by an increased Indian naval
presence in the Gulf of Oman,
where adequate warships come
in handy for the escort mis-
sions.

According to media reports, US
Intelligence agencies have
alleged that Iran has deployed
underwater mines in and
around the Strait. These mines,

capable of causing severe dam-
age, put navigating vessels in
danger. By directing Indian-
flagged vessels along carefully-
identified safe routes, the Navy
helps the crew, who are mostly
Indians, of the vessels chart a

safe navigation path towards
the Arabian Sea.The mission
has already achieved key suc-
cesses, with LPG carriers Pine
Gas and Jag Vasant safely
passing through the Strait
under naval protection.

PM Narendra Modi has once again
topped global popularity charts

NEW DELHI ,Agency: PM Narendra Modi has once
again topped global popularity charts, securing 68% approval
rating in the latest Morning Consult survey, reaffirming his
position as the world's most popular democratic leader.The
US-based data analytics firm said 26% of respondents disap-
proved of Modi's leadership, while 6% remained undecided.
The ratings are based on a trailing seven-day simple moving
average of public opinion among adults in each country sur-
veyed.Modi continued to lead by a clear margin over his glob-
al peers. Switzerland's Guy Parmelin followed with 62%
approval rating, while South Korean President Lee Jae-
myung ranked third with a similar approval level but higher

disapproval.



