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Delhi sees warm day as Met forecasts patchy rain
and temperature fall, issues yellow alert for Sundayl

NEW DELHI, Agency: City
saw a warm afternoon with a
spike in the maximum tempera-
ture, while the overcast sky
towards late afternoon led to
respite by evening, even as the
Met expected patchy rain on
Thursday and Friday.

No area, however, received
rain by late Thursday evening,
with Met extending the forecast
for light to very light rain and
gusty winds for Friday as well. A
yellow alert for rain and thunder-
storms has been issued for
Sunday under the influence of a
western disturbance.

On Thursday, the maximum
temperature at the base station
Safdarjung was recorded at 34.8
degrees Celsius, three notches
above normal, against 33.5
degrees Celsius a day earlier. The
minimum temperature was
recorded at 19.2 degrees Celsius,
two notches above normal,
against 16.4 degrees Celsius a day

earlier.
According to India
Meteorological Department

(IMD), the maximum and mini-
mum temperatures on Friday are
likely to hover around 29-31
degrees and 19-21 degrees
Celsius, respectively.

IMD expects the temperature
to be above normal for another 24
hours and subsequently fall.

"Another western disturbance
is likely to affect northwest India
from the night of March 28. Rise

o

in maximum temperature by 1-
2°C during the next 24 hours, fall
by 3-4°C during the subsequent
24 hours, and rise by 2-3°C on
March 28 and 29 and fall by 2-
3°C thereafter. They will be above
normal during the next 24 hours
and below normal on March 27,
30 and 31, and normal on the rest
of the days over Delhi. A spell of
very light rain accompanied by
thunderstorm and gusty winds
speed 20-30 kmph gusting 40
kmph during morning to

forenoon, and another spell of
very hght rain accompanied by
lightning and gusty winds speed
20-30 kmph gusting 40 kmph
during afternoon to evening on
March 27," stated IMD.

It added that very light to light
rain accompanied by thunder-
storms and gusty winds 30-40
kmph during morning hours, and
another spell of very light to light
rain accompanied by thunder-
storms/lightning and gusty winds
30-40 kmph during forenoon to
afternoon on March 29.
Subsequently, on March 30, there
is a possibility of very light to

light rain.
Meanwhile, the air quality
remained moderate. On

Thursday, the 24-hour air quality
index (AQI) at 4 pm, on a scale of
0 to 500, was 186 against 185 a
day earlier - both moderate. As
per the forecast, the AQI is likely
to stay within the moderate cate-
gory over the next seven days.

Can make rotis at home
and run state as CM

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Turning the "roti" jibe back at
her critics, Delhi chief minister
Rekha Gupta on Thursday
lashed out saying that making
rotis is not an insult to women -
and added that she can run a
govt while also efficiently man-
aging household work.

Responding to an opposition
leader's sexist remark that she
should "go home and make
rotis", Gupta said at the Times
Now Summit 2026: "Is making
rotis a bad thing? Your mother
must have made rotis all her life
and fed you - that's probably
why you have such a long
tongue today. Even as chief
minister, I can make rotis - and
I can also use the rolling pin on
a few people. Shifting to gover-
nance, Gupta said Delhi had
made substantial progress on
long-pending civic issues. She
claimed the city's three landfill
sites at Bhalswa, Okhla and
Ghazipur had been "almost

Old walls, New Worlds:
Mehrauli reading room
pairs books with history

NEW DELHI, Agency: Pushing
reading culture in the city, a struc-
ture inside Mehrauli Archaeological
Park, beyond Metcalfe Boathouse,
has recently been repurposed as a
reading room. Stocked with books on
Indian history, Delhi's heritage, and
a wide mix of fiction and non-fiction,
the space is designed to keep young
people engaged. Complete with
board games and comics for chil-
dren, the room has evolved into a
cultural hub - inviting literature,
conversations, and quiet reflection
to coexist.

Reading outdoors is lovely, but a
dedicated reading room is a great
initiative'

Regular visitors have welcomed
the initiative. Subang Thapa, 22,
who works in Gurgaon, says, "I visit
the park often, especially on week-
ends, and this is a great addition.
The café beside it has a beautiful
view.

With sunlight streaming in, it's
the perfect weekend spot." Auralia,
who visits the park frequently with
her family, echoes the sentiment.
"It's peaceful and quiet. My daughter
studies amid nature while I work.
Reading outdoors while basking in
the sun is lovely, but a designated
room filled with books is a great ini-
tiative." Enveloped by the scent of
nature and the sound of chirping
birds, away from the city's noise, the
area feels secluded and offers pictur-
esque spots for photographers, bird-
ers and nature lovers, alike. Curated
for all age groups From authors such
as William Dalrymple, Chetan
Bhagat, Sidney Sheldon, and Zahir
Dehlvi to subjects ranging from
Indian art, architecture and archae-
ology to physics, Akbar-Birbal and
Tenali Raman, the collection offers
contrast and variety. Activity books
and comics for children are also
themed around Delhi's heritage
sites, making the space accessible
across age groups. Many monuments
are neglected because the public sees
them as the state's responsibility,
rather than something they have a
stake in. These structures were once
lived spaces, built as memory sites
for the people who inhabited them.
When you bring them back into use,
you reconnect those threads and
remind people that history is lived,
not just built Amit Pasricha, a pho-
tographer 'Aisi jagah baith ke book
padhne mein purane zamane ki vibe
aati hai' Visiting the reading room
for the first time, Dipanshu Narwal,
25, says, "Aisi jagah baith ke book
padhne mein purane zamane ki vibe
aati hai. Mujhe historical places
mein ek apnapan sa lagta hai. As a
reader, just seeing books in a histor-
ical park feels great." He picked up
one of the many titles on Delhi's his-
tory.
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reduced to half" over the past
year due to ongoing biomining
and increased machinery
deployment. For years, the
garbage mountains have been a
major problem for Delhi. But in
this one year, the way we have
reduced them, the way biomin-
ing work is going on day and
night, the increase in machinery
today, when we look at it, they
are almost reduced to half,"
Gupta said, adding that work at
the sites is progressing at a
"good speed".

Not Mumbai's rival, but its own story: Delhi
makes a creative pltch at global film fest

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Delhi's first Internatlonal Film
Festival (IFFD) opened with a
quiet but deliberate assertion-
Delhi will chart its own path
on the global cinema map
rather than compete with
established film hubs like
Mumbai. That distinction,
filmmaker and IFFD director
Rakeysh Om Prakash Mehra
stressed, is precisely the point.

As thousands of cinephiles
streamed into venues across
the city, Mehra said Delhi
would script its own cinematic
identity-one shaped by its lay-
ers of history, politics and
lived memory-rather than
compete with India's estab-
lished film hub.

The inaugural edition of
the IFFD 2026, a week-long
event that runs till March 31,
was inaugurated by chief min-

ister Rekha Gupta on
Wednesday, who descrlbed
the city as a rising "creative
capital" with a distinctive sto-
rytelling energy.

Speaking to Media, Mehra,
known for 'Rang De Basanti',
said: "Delhi has one of the old-
est living histories, and that
reflects in its stories." The fes-
tival prioritises participation
and diversity over competi-
tion, with entries from India
and abroad, he added.

Mehra said the aim is not
to rival other film destinations
but to build a platform rooted
in Delhi's legacy. Calling the
festival a beginning, he said
IFFD will "100 per cent" be
held annually and will grow
gradually, much like major
global festivals that took
decades to evolve. IFFD, he
said, may take about seven

years to become an important
stop on the cinema circuit.

He added that organising
the first edition came with no
major challenges, crediting
Delhi govt and coordinated
work across departments for

Is Delhi moving away from

buses? numbers

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Ridership on buses operated
by Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC) and the
cluster scheme, which are
among the cheapest modes of
commute in the city, has
declined sharply since 2019-
20, though the overall fleet has
expanded, according to data
from Economic Survey 2025-
26. In 2019-20, DTC and clus-
ter buses together carried over
51 lakh passengers daily. By
202425, this fell to about 40.8
lakh, a decline of nearly 20%.
The drop is evident across
both systems. DTC's daily rid-
ership went down from 33.4
lakh to 25.6 lakh, marking a
fall of over 23%. Similarly,
cluster buses saw their rider-
ship decline from 17.71 lakh to
15.3 lakh, a drop of about 14%.

In contrast, their combined

LG pushes for global

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Lieutenant governor Taranjit
Singh Sandhu has called for
aligning nursing and health-
care education at Hindu Rao
Hospital and other such insti-
tutions with international
standards to tap into the
growing global demand for
healthcare providers, espe-
cially in ageing economies.

Sources said the LG has
offered to help establish
international linkages and
access to global best practices
so that nursing students can
acquire skills that match
global standards. "By align-
ing our nursing training with
global standards and best
practices, we can equip our
health professionals with

fleet size marginally increased
from 6,672 to 6,966 buses over
the same period. While the
number of DTC buses rose
from 3,762 in 2019-20 to 3,819
in 2024-25, cluster buses reg-
istered a sharper rise - from
2,010 to0 3,147.

Transport experts point out

international expertise,
enable them to gain work
experience abroad based on
global needs, and bring back
advanced healthcare skills to
India,” the LG said in a post
on X after visiting the MCD-
run Hindu Rao Hospital and
Medical College on
Wednesday. The hospital has
a nursing college.

The LG suggested that
with foreign partners' fund-
ing, training could be organ-
ised with the assurance from
Indian institutions to provide
the trained workforce to the
partners abroad. Sandhu is a
retired diplomat and served
as India's ambassador in
Washington, besides holding
several key diplomatic posi-
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suggest so

that the trend is counterintu-
itive, considering Delhi's
growth in population and govt
policy interventions aimed at
boosting ridership. Delhi govt
also introduced free bus travel
for women from 2019, a move
expected to significantly
increase the ridership.

standards in nursmg

tions in different countries.
During his hospital visit,
he emphasised the need to
upgrade the nursing curricu-
lum to meet the requirements
of an international clientele
and suggested that nursing
colleges in Delhi and across
India explore tie-ups with
foreign institutions and train

smooth execution. The festi-
val, he said, is a long-standing
idea that finally found institu-
tional backing.

Mehra also argued that the
continued labelling of films as
"women-centric" misses the

point in 2026, noting that
women-led narratives already
feature strongly across con-
temporary cinema.

A key highlight is a panel
titled "Women in Cinema:
Voice, Power, and the Future
of Storytelling", featuring
leading women filmmakers
and creative professionals.
The discussion will examine
the evolving roles of women
on and behind the screen, and
explore how to build a more
inclusive film ecosystem.
IFFD, earlier this month, had
partnered with Women in
Film India, led by Academy
Award-winning producer
Guneet Monga. As part of this
initiative, a programme titled
"Her Lens" has been launched
to bring women storytellers
and women-centric narratives
to the global stage.

LPG hoarding and refilling racket busted
in Ranhola, 459 empty cylinders seized

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Delhi Police crime branch has
busted an illegal LPG hoard-
ing and refilling racket in
Ranhola, seizing 459 empty
cylinders, including 284
Indane and 175 Bharat Gas
units, police said on Thursday.

Acting on intelligence, a
police team carried out coor-
dinated raids at multiple loca-
tions in the area, uncovering
the unauthorised storage and
misuse of LPG cylinders. The
operation was conducted
amid concerns over a per-
ceived shortage of cooking
gas, even as authorities have
maintained that supply
remains adequate.

Police said the raid was
carried out at an LPG agency
on Nilothi Road, where the
owner, Susheel Kumar
Singhal, was allegedly found
actively engaged in hoarding
cylinders.

According to investigators,
Singhal, who runs HP Balaji
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some of their students. He
has asked for the nursing cur-
riculum at Hindu Rao's nurs-
ing college to be aligned with
the requirements and stan-
dards of a global clientele.
The LG underlined that
while many advanced coun-
tries were increasingly age-
ing, India had an advantage

Gas Agency, exploited his
position to accumulate a large
stock of commercial LPG
cylinders without authorisa-
tion. "The accused deliberate-
ly withheld cylinders from the
regular distribution system to
create artificial scarcity and
sell them in the open market
at inflated prices,” DCP
(crime) Harsh Indora said,
adding that the stock was kept
under the guise of routine
business inventory to avoid
detection. A food supply offi-
cer was called to the spot to
initiate action as per proce-
dure, and the seized cylinders
were later handed over to a
representative of Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation
Limited on superdari Follow
ing the raid, a case has been
registered under provisions of
Essential Commodities Act
and Section 61(2)(criminal
conspiracy) of Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita at the Crime
Branch police station.

education

of a large youth population,
which should be suitably
skilled and trained to make
them employable. This
demand has created a supply
gap in some countries, lead-
ing to an opportunity for
countries that have trained
youths.

"A tie-up with colleges
and institutions abroad
would result in our nursing
and paramedical students
getting trained in languages,
skills and practices as per the
requirements abroad and
generate huge employment.
These youths could serve
abroad for a fixed tenure and
come back, experienced, to
get employed here," said the
source.



