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Kharge rebuffs government again on women
quota, seeks all-party meet after polls

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Rebuffing fresh overture from
the Centre for a meeting to dis-
cuss amendments to the
women's reservation  bill,
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge Thursday wrote to the
Modi government that the oppo-
sition is "extremely busy" with
assembly election campaign and
reiterated the demand that the
government call an all-party
meeting after April 29 when vot-
ing closes for the polls.

However, for the first time
since talk of amending the quota
bill started, Kharge has indicat-
ed the opposition's readiness to
facilitate implementation of 33%
women's reservation in legisla-
tures from 2029. Also, the gov-
ernment is learnt to have formal-
ly told Kharge that it wants to
delink Census and delimitation

from the women's quota matter.

Parliamentary affairs minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju Thursday, wrote
to Kharge seeking a meeting to
discuss the issue. In response,
Kharge chided the government
for being in a "great hurry" to
"amend a Constitutional amend-
ment Act 30 months after it was
initially passed"”, and asked it to
wait till the end of polls.

"We are all extremely busy
with the election campaign. That
is the reason why we had sug-
gested that the meeting be held
after the campaign is over," he
wrote, adding, "This will, in no
way, affect the implementation
of the amended Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023, from
the 2029 Lok Sabha election
onwards." On Tuesday, opposi-
tion INDIA bloc, barring TMC,
wrote to the government that it
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should call an all-party brain-
storming on amending the land-
mark bill. It demanded that the
government circulate its propos-
al of amendments in advance for
better discussion. Kharge has
twice before rejected a Congress-
only meeting plea from the gov-
ernment, and told it to discuss
the issue with the entire opposi-
tion camp.

Berating the govt, Kharge
wrote, "On Sept 21, 2023, during
debate in Rajya Sabha, I had
myself demanded the immediate
implementation of Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023, but
the govt had not agreed with my
demand."

Congress spokesman Jairam
Ramesh said the implication of
the govt's fresh plea is that it
wants to amend 334-A(1), which
is abrupt since the clause to the
Constitution was passed just
over two years ago. Pointing to
the ongoing polls, he said, "The
Election Commission's Model
Code of Conduct has been
reduced to being the Modi Code
of Campaigning.

Calling a special two-day ses-
sion any day in April would vio-
late one MCC but will be in keep-
ing with the other."

SC: For requisitioned vehicles
govt to pay grd party damages

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Supreme Court has said that if a
private vehicle requisitioned by
a district administration meets
with an accident, then liability
would be fastened on govt and
not the insurance company for
payment of compensation.

A bench of Justices Sanjay
Karol and N K Singh said,
"Where a vehicle is requisi-
tioned for public functions and
an incident occurs during the
period of such requisition, liabil-
ity ought properly to be borne by
the requisitioning authority, and
not by the insurer engaged by
the owner for the vehicle's regu-
lar and voluntary use." A bus
owned by Kidzee Corner School
in Gwalior was requisitioned by
the district administration for
gram panchayat elections.
During this period, it hit a
motorcyclist causing his death
in Jan =2010. The Motor
Accident Claims Tribunal
awarded compensation of Rs 5.1

President urged not to grant
assent to transgender bill

NEW DELHI, Agency: Over 140
lawyers, law students, feminists and social
activists have written to President
Droupadi Murmu urging her not to grant
assent to the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill,
2026, and instead send it back to
Parliament for reconsideration.

The controversial bill was passed in Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha on Tuesday and
Wednesday, respectively, amid demands
from the opposition that it be referred to a
parliamentary standing committee for
wider consultations. The bill now awaits
the President's assent to become law.

The signatories of the letter - members
of All-India Feminist Alliance (ALIFA) and
National Alliance for Justice,
Accountability and Rights (NAJAR) - high-
light the omission of the provision through
amendments to the 2019 law that guaran-
teed every person the right to "self-per-
ceived gender identity". They cited this
denial as a violation of Constitutional
rights.

Members of ALIFA and NAJAR - plat-
forms associated with the National
Alliance of People's Movements (NAPM) -
in the letter said they are "alarmed" and
"distressed" at the undue and unjustifiable
haste with which LS and RS passed the
"deeply problematic and regressive" bill,
"disregarding community concerns, oppo-
sition voices and in violation of multiple
binding Supreme Court judgments".

The letter said,"In the National Legal
Services Authority v. Union of India
(2014), SC held that the right to self-deter-
mination/self-identification of one's gen-
der is a fundamental right protected under
the Constitution. The bill omits Section
4(2) of the Principal Act, which guaranteed
every person the right to self-perceived
gender identity, thereby violating constitu-
tional rights of citizens of India."

Freebies first, development later?
Karnataka cuts programs to fund wel-
fare schemes, CAG flags deficit risks
programmes, the
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Auditor General (CAG) said in its report
for the 2024-25 fiscal, tabled in the
Assembly on Thursday.

Guarantee schemes consume signifi-
cant revenue

The CAG noted that the state spent Rs
52,525 crore on five guarantee schemes -
Shakti, Gruha Lakshmi, Gruha Jyoti, Yuva
Nidhi and Anna Bhagya, in 2024-25.

The report said this accounted for
around 20% of revenue receipts and 27%
of the state's own revenue, highlighting the
schemes' heavy burden on the budget.

"Though the revenue growth is stable, it
is insufficient to absorb the recurring costs
of the guarantee schemes and hence the
state needs to rely on borrowings to fund
the guarantee schemes," the report said.

NEW DELHI,

Agency: The
Karnataka govern-
ment's growing

expenditure on wel-
fare schemes has
placed pressure on
its finances, forcing
cuts in some ongoing
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lakh with 6% interest. SC in
2024 had enhanced the com-
pensation to Rs 27 lakh.

Rejecting the district admin-
istration's plea that fastening
liability on civic authorities
would send a wrong signal, a
bench of Justices Sanjay Karol
and N K Singh said when govt
requisitions a private vehicle, its
owner is divested of custody.

Writing the judgment,
Justice Karol said, "During this
period, the owner neither
directs its use nor derives any
benefit from it. It only stands to
reason that in such circum-
stances, if an untoward incident
occurs, responsibility would
properly rest with the requisi-
tioning authority and not with
the insurer engaged by the
owner."

Army puts to test its new 'Shaurya' drone squadron for tank units

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Learning from Operation
Sindoor, the Indian Army is
equipping its armoured regi-
ments with dedicated drone
units known as 'Shaurya
Squadrons'. These units are
being integrated into tank for-
mations to support surveil-
lance, precision strikes, elec-
tronic warfare and logistics,
adding drone capabilities
directly to armoured opera-
tions.

Just a few days ago, the
Army tested a Shaurya
Squadron in a realistic battle
environment at Babina Field
Firing Ranges near Jhansi,
where Southern  Army
Commander Lt Gen Dhiraj
Seth witnessed a drone
squadron in action. Led by the
White Tiger Division under
the Sudarshan Chakra Corps,
the 13-day drill showed how
drone support added extra
punch to the fire power of
armoured regiments.
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On X, the Southern
Command said, "Fielded in a
realistic battle environment,
Shaurya Squadron demon-
strated the seamless integra-
tion of real-time surveillance
assets with mechanised forces,
attack helicopters, swarm
strikes and coordinated fire-

power, enhancing battlefield
awareness, compressing the
sensor-to-shooter cycle and
enabling swift, decisive battle-
field response."

A source in the Army told
Media that "5-6 Shaurya
Squadrons have been activat-
ed till now". "However, the

Too many meds in old age" Cutting back could be safe

NEW DELHI, Agency:
For many elderly people, a
typical day begins with a
handful of pills - for blood
pressure, diabetes, choles-
terol and heart disease. But a
new global review suggests
that in very frail older adults,
continuing all long-term med-
icines may not always be nec-
essary - and in many cases,
carefully stopping some of
them may be safe.

The findings, published in
the journal 'BMC Geriatrics',
come from an analysis of
patients  with  advanced
frailty, dementia or limited
life expectancy - a group often
prescribed multiple medi-
cines despite unclear long-
term benefit. Researchers
found that reducing or dis-
continuing such drugs did not
lead to a rise in deaths or
major complications in most
cases.

Many of these medicines
are meant to prevent prob-
lems years later. But for frail

or seriously ill patients, those

benefits may never be
realised. Instead, taking mul-
tiple drugs can increase the
risk of dizziness, weakness,
confusion and falls, often
leading to hospitalisation.
Doctors say this pattern of
"polypharmacy", where
patients take several medi-
cines at once, is increasingly
common among the elderly in
India. "They often see multi-
ple specialists and prescrip-
tions are not always reviewed
together. In frail older adults,
over-treatment can do more
harm than good - for instance,
aspirin for primary preven-

tion should be avoided, exces-
sive blood pressure control
can lead to falls, and drugs
like diuretics, insulin or sul-
fonylureas can cause elec-
trolyte imbalance or hypogly-
caemia. The focus sho-uld be
on reducing medicines where
the risks outweigh the bene-
fits," said Dr Pulin Gupta,
professor in the department
of medicine at Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital.

"In frail elderly patients,
stopping some preventive
medicines is generally safe if
done carefully, though those
with prior heart attack or
stroke need caution," said Dr
Rommel Tickoo, director of
internal medicine at Max
Hospital, Saket. He added
that commonly overused
drugs include statins for pri-
mary prevention, tightly con-
trolled diabetes medicines
like insulin or sulfonylureas,
multiple blood pressure
drugs, sleeping pills, long-
term acid suppressants and
anticholinergics.

concept of the drone unit inte-
gration is still at a nascent
stage and more trials are
needed for perfection. The for-
mal raising of such units will
happen after a formal
approval is received," the
source said.

The Army operates one of

the world's largest main battle
tank fleets with 63 armoured
regiments. Each regiment is
typically equipped with about
45 tanks, constituting a total
fleet of roughly 4,500 tanks,
including T-90S Bhishma,
upgraded T-72 M1 'Ajeya’, and
Arjun MK1/MK1A variants.

Drawing lessons from
global conflicts, including
Russia-Ukraine war, that are
drone-centric, the Indian
Army is gradually pushing to
institutionalise UAV or drone
capabilities across its arms.

In the infantry, the Army
last year raised Ashni pla-
toons, equipped with surveil-
lance UAVs and loitering
munitions for tactical ISR
(intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance) and strike
roles. In the artillery,
Divyastra batteries have been
raised to integrate UAV-based
targeting with conventional
guns for faster and more
autonomous engagement
cycles.

Fewer flights, no fare caps
Domestic alrfares set to soar

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Be prepared for expensive
domestic flights this summer,
just like international flights
have been since the outbreak
of Iran war. The summer
schedule is likely to see about
3,000 weekly fewer domestic
flights - a 12% decline - over
last summer's 25,610. With the
fare caps gone and the number
of flights reduced, cost of trav-
el is set to soar under the sum-
mer schedule that is effective
from March 29.

"A significant hike in avia-
tion turbine fuel prices is
expected from April 1. That
will mean a serious increase in
operating costs and fares.
Though Air India group,
IndiGo and Akasa have either
hiked or levied, that will mean
nothing compared to the ATF
hike being anticipated. At
those levels, only a handful of
either profitable (read IndiGo)

or backed by cash-rich groups
(read Tata for Air India) will
be able to operate flights as per
demand. Some weak players
simply won't have funds to fill
up their planes and will strug-
gle to remain afloat,” said an
industry insider.

Airlines know hiking fares
beyond a point will mean hurt-
ing demand, which will then
mean operating fewer flights.
The approved schedule any-
way is the maximum number
of flights that an airline can
operate. The number that is
actually does depends on sup-
ply, demand and operating
costs, among other things.

Delhi leads state-wise donatlons to natlonal partles, shows ADR analysis

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Data on state-wise donations
to national parties for the
financial year 2024-25 puts
the national capital at the top.
A total of Rs 2,639.4 crore
was donated to national par-
ties from Delhi, followed by
Rs 2,438.8 crore from
Maharashtra and Rs 309.1
crore from Gujarat.

Besides Delhi,
Maharashtra and Gujarat, the
top five states in terms of
state-wise donations include
West Bengal with donations
to national parties standing at
Rs 254.1 crore followed by
Karnataka (Rs 220.4 crore).
The other 28 states and UTs
made donations amounting to
Rs 778.8 crore.

This analysis is part of a

new report by the Association
for Democratic Reforms that
states that segregation of
donations according to state
was made based on the
addresses provided by the
parties in their donations
report to the Election
Commission of India.

The ADR report released
on Thursday focuses on dona-
tions above Rs 20,000,
received by the national polit-
ical parties during the finan-
cial year 2024-25, as per
details submitted by the par-
ties to EC. The national par-
ties include BJP, Congress,

BSP, CPI(M), AAP and
National People's Party
(NPEP).

The analysis shows that
AAP received Rs 55,000 from
three donations from the US.
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A little over Rs 7.6 cr (0.115%
of total donations received by
the national parties) could not
be attributed to any State/
Union Territory due to
incomplete/undeclared infor-
mation provided by the par-
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ties.

The total donations (above
Rs 20,000) declared by the
national parties for FY 2024-
25 was Rs 6,648.5 crore from
11,343 donations. The report
shows that a total of Rs 6,074

crore from 5,522 donations
were declared by BJP fol-
lowed by Rs 517.3 crore from
2,501 donations were
declared by Congress.

"The donations declared
by BJP are more than ten
times the aggregate declared
by INC, AAP, CPI(M) and
NPEP for the same period,"
the report said.

Meanwhile, BSP declared
that the party did not receive
any donations above Rs
20,000 during FY 2024-25, as
it has been declaring for the
past 19 years.

The ADR analysis shows
that the total donations of the
national parties during FY
2024-25 increased by Rs
4,104.2 crore, an increase of
161% from the previous finan-
cial year 2023-24.



