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CM meets L-G, pushes green budget
vision for sustama_ble development

capital. A significant part
of the discussion revolved
around the recently pro-
posed Green
which aims to accelerate
infrastructure
maintaining a
strong emphasis on envi-
ronmental sustainability.
Highlighting
importance of the initia-
tive, the Chief Minister
underscored
Green Budget reflects a forward-

New Delhi, Agency:
Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta held a courtesy
meeting with Lieutenant
Governor Taranjit Singh
Sandhu, where the two
leaders discussed key
problems related to Delhi's
development, public wel-
fare, and the city's future
roadmap.

According to officials,
the meeting focused on
aligning governance priorities

5 migrant labourers injured in cylinder blast at Kherki Majra

Five labourers sustained burn injuries after a small 5kg gas cylinder exploded while cooking in Kherki Majra vil-
lage on Friday night. All were immediately taken to the civil hospital, from where they were referred to AIIMS, Delhi, the police said on
Saturday. According to the police, six labourers, originally from Bihar, were living on a rented room in Kherki Majra village. They all work as
labourers there. On Friday night, one of them went out to buy flour. Meanwhile, other labourers were cooking food in the room using a small
gas cylinder. It is being said that due to a gas leak, the cylinder suddenly caught fire and exploded with a loud explosion. The flames engulfed
all five people in the room. Others in the building immediately rushed the injured to the civil hospital via ambulance, they added.

New Delhi, Agency:

Ffawii

Delhi to reset

liquor barcodes

New Delhi, Agency: To tighten con-
trol, improve traceability and prevent the
misuse of outdated product codes in the
liquor supply chain, Delhi govt has
announced fresh brand registrations for
2026-27 along with a reset of liquor bar-
codes - an annual exercise undertaken at
the change of the financial year.

"On March 31 at 23:59:59, the validity
of all active SKUs will expire automatically
in the system. After this time, no licensee
will be able to conduct trade using these
SKUs unless the validity is extended," an
official said. In Delhi, every liquor product
- based on its brand, size and type - is
assigned a separate Stock Keeping Unit
(SKU), a unique identification code, used
to monitor stock, sales and movement,
generate barcodes and ensure regulatory
compliance. From April 1, fresh SKUs will
be issued to enhance supply-chain control
and traceability.

The official said the move is aimed at
ensuring better traceability and regulatory
control. The excise dept has warned of
strict action for non-compliance.

17-year-old stabbed
to death, 5 held

New Delhi, Agency: A 17-year-old
boy was allegedly murdered and another
left critically injured after a stabbing inci-
dent during a wedding ceremony in outer
Delhi's Rani Bagh on Friday night.

According to police, the incident
occurred around 11:15 pm when a quarrel
broke out between two groups of minor
boys, aged around 12, attending the func-
tion from the same side. The dispute
reportedly began over their respective con-
nections to the couple and soon escalated
into a heated altercation.

As tensions flared, older boys present at
the venue got involved, further intensifying
the situation. During the scuffle, one of the
boys allegedly stabbed the 17-year-old in
the chest, inflicting a fatal injury to his
heart. Another boy was also allegedly
attacked in the midst. Both were rushed to
a nearby hospital, where the 17-year-old
was declared brought dead, while the other
continues to undergo treatment.

A friend of the deceased said that he
believes the victim may have stepped in to
defuse the situation. "He must have tried
to intervene when the fight broke out. An
older individual present there saw the
commotion and may have assumed he was
involved in hitting the children. They did
not actually know whether he was attack-
ing anyone," the friend said.

While some initial reports suggested
that the altercation was triggered by a dis-
pute over music being played by the DJ, a
senior police officer refuted these claims,
stating that the argument stemmed from a
minor disagreement between the groups.

Police have apprehended four minors
and an adult in connection with the case.
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looking vision for Delhi, combin-
ing development with ecological
responsibility. "We had a mean-
ingful discussion on Delhi's
development, public welfare, and
future direction," she said.

the broader
vision behind policy decisions,
"This year's Green
Budget advances this very vision,
with infrastructure acceleration,
environmental priority, and a
commitment to improving citi-
zens' lives at its core." Both lead-

New Delhi, Agency:
Young innovators should con-
tribute to building 'Delhi 2.0',
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
said on Saturday.

Gupta attended the 'India
Innovates 2026 -- World's
Biggest Hackathon' event at
Bharat Mandapam, where she
encouraged young innovators
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Balm in the middle of war:

From Kashmir to Kerala, donations trickle in at Iran embassy

New Delhi, Agency:
A hesitant third-grader,
Sarwar, glanced at his
father before speaking, his
voice barely above a whis-
per as he tried to explain
why he had come to the
Iranian Embassy in New
Delhi on Saturday.

The child had travelled
with a group of men from
Uttar Pradesh's
Muzaffarnagar, carrying with
him a small offering --a ges-
ture of solidarity, one month
after the Minab school attack
in Iran, that reportedly killed
at least 170 schoolchildren and
teachers.

Encouraged by his father,
Haidar Mehndi (43), a car
mechanic, the child softly said,
"Mai apne rahbar (referring to
Iran's supreme leader Ali
Hosseini Khamenei, who was
killed in the ongoing war) ko
Khiraj-e-aqidat pesh karne
aya hu. Mere rahbar shaheed

ho gaye hain (I have come to
pay tribute to my leader. My
leader has been martyred)."

A steady stream of visitors
has been arriving at the

embassy since the war
between the US and Israel and
Iran began, with people travel-
ling from across the country --
including Kerala, Kashmir and
Uttar Pradesh -- bringing
small donations, handwritten
messages and tokens of sup-
port. Inside, a clay piggy bank-
-left a day earlier by another
child -- sat on a table alongside
crossed flags of India and Iran

and a white flower, sym-
bolising friendship. In a
post shared on social
media, the embassy
described the gesture as
coming from "small yet
love-filled hands", calling
it a symbol of kindness and
friendship between India
and Iran.

Embassy officials said
the contributions are being
used to procure medicines for
those injured in the attack.
"We have already sent two
consignments and are prepar-
ing a third - around 11 tonnes -
to be dispatched on Tuesday,"
an official said showing a
room filled with cartons of
medicines ready for shipment.

Visitors were seen handing
over donations, noting their
details for acknowledgment.
Among them, Akhbar Abbas
handed over a small bundle of
cash - Rs 3,410 - which was
recorded before being accept-

4 injured after jumping from first floor
to escape blaze in Delh i's Bhajanpura

New Delhi, Agency: At
least four people were
injured after they jumped to
escape a fire that broke out
on Sunday morning in
parked two-wheelers at a
house in Bhajanpura.

According to Delhi Fire
Services, "The fire depart-
ment received a call at 2 am
about a fire in four two-
wheelers parked in the
ground-floor parking lot of a
house in the Bhajanpura area
of North East Delhi. Four peo-
ple jumped from the first floor
and were taken to a nearby
hospital. Others were rescued
from the house." Officials said
11 fire tenders were deployed
in the operation, and the blaze
was brought under control by
3:50 am. Meanwhile, in a sep-
arate incident earlier, a fire
broke out at a factory in the
Bawana Industrial Area of the
national capital, officials said.

According to preliminary

information, the blaze erupted
in Sector 2 of the industrial
area. Upon receiving the alert,
17 fire tenders were rushed to
the spot as part of a swift
response by the Delhi Fire
Department. Firefighting
operations were carried out to
douse the flames and prevent
the fire from spreading to
nearby units in the cluster.

In another incident, a fire
broke out at Hard Rock Cafe in
Connaught Place, prompting a
quick response from the Delhi
Fire Department. Officials said

a call regarding the blaze was
received at 12:31 pm, following
which four fire tenders were
immediately dispatched.

The fire, which originated
in the restaurant's chimney,
was brought under control
within minutes by around
12:50 pm. No casualties or
injuries have been reported so
far. Authorities said timely
intervention helped contain
the blaze before it could spread
further within the premises or
to adjacent structures in the
busy Connaught Place area.

from across the country.

Highlighting the scale of the

hackathon, Gupta said that
more than 5,000 participants
selected from over one crore

ed. The men quietly left after
exchanging greetings and
sharing a moment of sorrow.

The register placed inside
the embassy carried pages of
handwritten messages in
Hindi, Urdu, and English -
some expressing grief, others
solidarity. A few were written
by schoolchildren who had
visited earlier with their teach-
ers. Officials said nearly 20
such registers have been filled
since the war began, with peo-
ple continuing to arrive
through the day to extend sup-
port. The Minab school strike
took place on Feb 28 amid the
opening phase of the ongoing
conflict. The war has since
seen sustained airstrikes and
retaliatory attacks, with hun-
dreds of civilians, including
children, reported killed, even
as investigations into specific
incidents - including the
school strike - are ongoing and
contested.

Youth innovators should contribute to
building 'Delh1 2,0" CM Rekha Gupta
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applicants represent the future
of India's digital ecosystem.
"Their thinking will shape
the direction of governance,
society and the economy in the
years ahead," Gupta said, urg-
ing them to contribute to build-
ing 'Delhi 2.0". The chief minis-
ter also underlined the govern-
ment's commitment to integrat-
ing young ideas and innova-
tions into the governance sys-
tem, with the aim of making
public services more accessible,
transparent and effective.

Delhi Police Bust Investment
Fraud Racket with Dubai
Links, 5 Arrested

New Delhi, Agency:
Delhi Police has busted an
investment fraud racket with
Dubai links and arrested five
alleged fraudsters in connec-
tion with a syndicate. Police
said the accused are linked to
at least 18 complaints, and
analysis of the accounts indi-
cates transactions worth sev-
eral crores. Police said the
case came to light after a com-
plainant, a resident of
Arunachal Pradesh currently
living in Delhi, reported being
duped of Rs 12.22 lakh on the
pretext of stock market
investment. The man alleged
he was contacted by a woman
and her associates, who per-
suaded him to invest through
a purported firm.

Delhi shocker: Gang lures man using
dating app, robs him of Rs 7L

New Delhi, Agency:
A man was allegedly
abducted, assaulted and
robbed of around Rs 7 lakh
after being lured through a
dating app to meet a
woman in  southeast
Delhi's Nehru Place. Five
people, including a woman,
have been arrested.

On Wednesday, the man
approached police and report-
ed that he had been contacted
by a woman, whose profile
name was "Sherry" on the dat-
ing app. She allegedly per-
suaded him to meet her at
Nehru Place.

When the man reached the
location, he was confronted by
three male associates of the
woman, who allegedly assault-
ed him and forced him into a
white car. Police said the vic-
tim was threatened and
choked till he became uncon-
scious. Under duress, he was
allegedly forced to transfer
approximately Rs 7 lakh

through UPI transactions.
After the ordeal, the men
abandoned him in Nehru Place
and fled.

A case was registered at
Kalkaji police station under
BNS sections pertaining to
robbery, abduction for ransom
and common intention.

Police analysed CCTV
footage of the area and identi-
fied one of the vehicles used in
the crime. The examination of
the digital trail led to a mobile
number, which, along with call
records, intelligence inputs,
automatic number plate recog-
nition data and FASTag
records, helped identify a sec-
ond vehicle.

HC denies compensation claim to man who blamed double amputation on railway accident

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi ngh
Court has rejected a double amputee's
claim for compensation from the rail-
ways. The man, Tulsi Das, claimed
that his injuries had happened
because of a fall from a moving train.
The court, however, said that there
was no proof of "bonafide travel".The
high court raised doubts about the
"foundational facts relating to the
manner of occurrence” of the man's
injuries. It said that these details
"remain unsubstantiated".

The court upheld the Railway
Claims Tribunal's decision to reject the
plea for compensation as it transpired
that Das was neither a "bona fide" pas-
senger, nor were his injuries the result
of any "untoward incident" as defined
under the Railways Act, 1989.

Das claimed he had boarded Malwa
Express from Sonipat station on
March 25, 2015, for travelling to

Jhansi on a valid second-class ticket.
Due to the rush of passengers, he acci-
dentally fell, when the train was
between Sonipat and New Delhi rail-
way stations. Das said that he suffered
grievous injuries, leading to the ampu-
tation of both his arms from below the
elbows. Though he had purchased a
valid ticket, he lost it at the time of the
incident, Das said, and argued that the
non-recovery of a ticket cannot be the
sole indicator to declare that he was
not a passenger.

The tribunal rejected his claim, cit-
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ing an unexplained time gap between
the alleged time of the fall and when
the information about it reached
police. It also pointed out that no jour-
ney ticket was found and the explana-
tion regarding its loss was unconvinc-
ing, particularly when other belong-
ings were found to be intact.

The court too flagged these "incon-
sistencies" and noted that Das had
claimed he fell near Sadar Bazar in
Delhi but the MLC prepared at Lok
Nayak Hospital records the place of
accident as platform 10 of Old Delhi
Railway Station.

"Admittedly, the said train does not
pass through the Old Delhi Station and
instead runs via New Delhi Railway
Station. Therefore, the inconsistency
between the alleged place of occur-
rence of the incident, and as recorded
in the medical records, goes to the root
of the matter and casts serious doubt

on the appellant's version of bona fide
travel," Justice Manoj Ohri said. The
court also noted that information
regarding the incident came at 1.30
am, while Das claimed that he fell in
the evening at 6.30 pm, when the train
would have crossed the Sadar Bazar
section.

"This reflects a gap of nearly seven
hours between the alleged time of the
incident and the receipt of information
by the police, and thereafter admitting
him to the hospital, making it difficult
to accept that a person sustaining such
serious injuries would have remained
unattended for such a prolonged peri-
od and survived. The said unexplained
delay, particularly in a case involving
grievous injuries of such a nature
which resulted in double amputation
of both the hands, is a significant cir-
cumstance which cannot be over-
looked," the court concluded.



