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Delhi continues to struggle with sin-
gle-use plastic ban compliance

New Delhi, Agency: Three
years after enforcing a nation-
wide ban on select single-use
plastic (SUP) items, the capital
continues to struggle with com-
pliance. A new study has revealed
widespread violations across the
city. According to a report by
environmental group Toxics
Link, titled Revisiting Single Use
Plastic Ban, that highlights major
gaps in enforcement and calls for
urgent nationwide action to
strengthen implementation,
banned plastic products were
found in 86% of surveyed loca-
tions in Delhi, raising serious
concerns about enforcement and
behavioural change.

The study, conducted between
April and Aug 2025 across 140
sites in Delhi, paints a stark pic-
ture of the ground reality.

—

sites, SUP items such as carry
bags, plastic cutlery, cups and
straws remain deeply entrenched
in daily commerce.

The findings reflect a broader
national trend, with an average
84% non-compliance across four

Delhi.The Centre's SUP ban,
announced on July 1, 2022, pro-
hibited the manufacture, sale and
use of 19 low-utility, high-litter
plastic items. The move was
aimed at curbing plastic pollu-
tion, which has severe environ-
mental and health consequences,
including microplastic contami-
nation and ecosystem damage.

The Delhi findings suggest that
policy intent has not translated
into practice.

In the capital, compliance var-
ied sharply across sectors.
Organised retail spaces such as
malls showed near-total adher-
ence. However, the informal sec-
tor - such as street vendors, food
stalls, juice sellers and weekly
markets -- recorded nearly 100%
lack of compliance. This divide
highlights a structural enforce-

tent reach of regulatory checks.

The persistence of SUPs is not
due to a lack of alternatives.
Items such as paper cups and
plates, newspaper wrappers,
wooden cutlery, steel utensils,
aluminium foil containers,
bagasse plates, cloth bags and
thicker reusable plastic bags
above 120 microns are available
in many locations. Yet, adoption
remains limited. Vendors cited
higher costs and strong consumer
demand for plastic carry bags as
major barriers. In fact, a signifi-
cant proportion of vendors
reported that customers still
expect free plastic bags, reinforc-
ing continued use.

"The continued presence of
banned plastic items in the
majority of locations suggests
that enforcement remains incon-

From bustling street markets major

to transport hubs and religious

QR code drive to track out-of-
school kids hits roadblock

New Delhi, Agency: A QR code-based
initiative launched by Samagra Shiksha
Delhi was designed to simplify and acceler-
ate the identification and enrolment of out-
of-school children. The concept was
straightforward and impactful. By scan-
ning a QR code placed on posters, walls or
digital platforms, any individual, be it a
concerned citizen, teacher, or volunteer,
could directly report details of a child not
attending school. This information would
then be transmitted to relevant authorities,
triggering a structured response to bring
the child back into the formal education
system. In its initial phase, the initiative
demonstrated considerable promise, suc-
cessfully completing a couple of cycles of
data collection and generating meaningful
public participation.

However, the programme soon faced a
significant hurdle that stalled its progress.
Officials revealed that the directorate of
education's (DoE) website remained non-
functional for nearly two months due to
ongoing revamp work.

Since the entire reporting and tracking
mechanism depended on this digital infra-
structure, the outage brought operations to
a near standstill. "As the website was down
and everything is recorded on it, this led to
a halt in the progress of the project," an
official said. The interruption raised con-
cerns about the system's sustainability and
reliability, especially given that Samagra
Shiksha efforts typically help reintegrate
over 10,000 children into the education
system each year through various meth-
ods. Officials emphasised that the QR code
initiative is a crucial extension of these
efforts and needs to be streamlined for
greater impact. DoE officials said the web-
site is now operational again, equipped
with enhanced features following the
upgrade. With the technical issues
addressed, authorities are now working to
revive the project, which was launched in
May last year. The renewed focus is on
overcoming earlier challenges and restor-
ing momentum to ensure that no child is
left out of school due to systemic delays.

The system remains simple and acces-
sible. Once a QR code is scanned, users
are directed to an online form where they
can put in essential details like a child's
location, approximate age, possible rea-
sons for being out of school, such as child
labour or begging, and their own contact
information. Upon submission, the
report is automatically shared with
Samagra Shiksha officials, enabling a
swift response. Following this, authori-
ties visit the reported location to verify
the information, assess the child's cir-
cumstances and intervene.

cities,
Guwabhati,

Bhubaneshwar,
Mumbai and

ment gap as smaller vendors
often operate beyond the consis-

sistent," said Ravi Agarwal, direc-

tor of Toxics Link.

New Delhi, Agency: Four
members of a family were res-
cued by firefighters while four
others, including women and a
child, jumped from the first
floor to save themselves after a
fire broke out in a residential
building in north-east Delhi's
Dayalpur on Sunday.

According to Delhi Fire
Service, a call regarding the fire
was received at around 3.50am.
The blaze is suspected to have
started in the parking area on
the ground floor, where two
scooters and a motorcycle
caught fire. The resulting smoke
rapidly spread to the upper
floors of the building, which
comprises a ground floor and
five storeys and is built over an
area of approximately 50 square
yards. Before the arrival of fire
tenders, four persons - Nikhat
(22), Rashida (50), Soni (25)
and a two-year-old child, Ashif -
jumped from the first floor in an
attempt to escape the smoke.

Delhi fire: 4 jump from first
ﬂoor, 4 rescued as blaze erupts
in residential bulldlng

They were taken to Jag Pravesh
Chand Hospital, where they
received first aid for minor
injuries and were later dis-
charged.

Meanwhile, Delhi Fire
Service personnel carried out
rescue operations and safely
evacuated four occupants-
Suved (12), Duved (10), Aarifa
(28) and Farah (14) - from the
upper floors, including the sec-
ond, third and fourth floors.

The fire was brought under
control by 6.20am. DFS officials
said that the fire was mainly
near the staircase and it was the
smoke that trapped the resi-
dents above.

Nirbhaya Fund powers CCTV cover, plnk e-autos at Namo Bharat stations

E

New Delhi, Agency: The
National Capital Region
Transport Corporation
(NCRTC), which is executing
the Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
RRTS corridor, is installing
250 CCTV cameras and LED
streetlights outside Namo
Bharat stations using the
Nirbhaya Fund to ensure safer
access. It will also procure
pink e-autos operated by
women to strengthen last-
mile connectivity.

NCRTC, which received Rs
5 crore from the Nirbhaya
Fund in the current financial
year, has also launched a gen-
der sensitisation campaign
titled 'Aakankshaon Ke Pankh'.
The campaign was formally
launched at the Sarai Kale
Khan Namo Bharat station on
Tuesday and aims to raise
awareness on women's safety
while highlighting measures
undertaken across the Namo
Bharat system to provide a
secure travel environment.

An NCRTC official said that

tion premises. "Of the
CCTV cameras planned

tions, including Sarai

Rithani," the official
adding, LED streetlights

tions along the

reduce blind spots. For

CCTV cameras are already
installed inside trains and sta-

side stations, installation has
been completed at some loca-

Khan in Delhi and stations in
Meerut such as Begumpul,
Brahmpuri, Meerut North and

been installed outside all sta-
Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut corridor to

aa.
ACric "i:

mile connectivity,

250

out-

Kale metro stations.

SOS feature on the 'Namo
Bharat Connect' mobile app, a
said, dedicated women's safety
have helpline and awareness initia-

last-

nutrition, biomarker survey

New Delhi, Agency:
The Indian Council of
Medical Research-National
Institute of Nutrition
(ICMR-NIN) has complet-
ed one of the world's
largest nutrition and bio-
marker surveys, covering
2.6 lakh individuals across
183 districts and generat-
ing nationally representa-
tive data on diet, physical
activity, anaemia and over-
all nutritional status.

The survey, titled SAM-

I  combines

biological samples,

"More than

PADA (Survey for
Assessment of Markets of
Population Health, Activity
Diet and Anthropometry), was
started in 2023 and completed
in 2025. The data collected are
currently being analysed.

The exercise is crucial for
generating  region-specific
data on diet, nutrition, and
health, and identifying hidden
forms of malnutrition and
micronutrient deficiencies.

ventions to address

cable diseases in India.

ICMR-NIN, is first of its

This would help policymakers
in making informed decisions
and designing targeted inter-

undernutrition and the grow-
ing burden of non-communi-

The survey, spearheaded by
Diet and Biomarkers Survey of

India (DABS-I), making it a
landmark initiative. Officials

SAMPADA study covered
both

kind

were also analysed.

the
Nirbhaya Fund will be used to
deploy pink e-autos driven by
women from Namo Bharat sta-
tions. Currently, similar servic-
es are operational at several

Other measures include an

tives through films, nukkad
nataks, workshops and com-
munity engagement activities.
A 'Gratitude Wall' was inaugu-

ICMR-NIN completes world's largest

said that, unlike earlier
dietary surveys that main-
ly relied on self-reported
food consumption, DABS-
detailed
dietary assessment with
like
blood and urine biomark-
ers, to provide more accu-
rate and scientific evi-
dence of nutritional status.
81,000
households were surveyed.
Unlike previous surveys
which focussed on special
age groups, physiological
categories, or urban and rural
population or some states, the

age groups, physiological cate-
gories from all states and
union territories," she said.
She added that anaemia
presence was estimated using
venous blood sampling, with
1.76 lakh blood samples col-
lected. Dietary intake data

rated at the Sarai Kale Khan
station, inviting commuters to
share handwritten notes recog-
nising women who have influ-
enced their lives. The wall will
remain at the station for the
coming months to encourage
public participation, the offi-
cial said.

road beneath metro
New Delhi, Agency: A

Speaking at the campaign
launch, NCRTC managing
director Shalabh Goel said the
five-year initiative aims to
build awareness and encour-
age social participation to
ensure a safe and reliable com-
mute for women across the
Namo Bharat system.

PWD plans feasibility study for 90o-meter

viaduct in south Delhi

proposed road link beneath a

metro viaduct in south Delhi could significantly improve last-
mile connectivity in a densely populated and often congested
part of the city.The Public Works Department (PWD) has ini-
tiated the process to construct a road connecting Maa
Anandmayee Marg to Harkesh Nagar metro station, a stretch
that serves both residential areas and key transit routes.

According to project documents, the proposal involves

preparing a detailed project

ing industrial zones.

interacts with

New Delhi, Agency

impromptu visit

all

officials, the visit

Delhi lieutenant governor TS
Sandhu on Sunday made an
to
Connaught Place, where he
interacted with people from
different walks of life, particu-
larly youths and profession-
als. According to LG House
was
unplanned and aimed at
engaging with people in an
informal setting to under-
stand their concerns and aspi-

report (DPR) for a nearly 900-

metre road to be built beneath the metro viaduct.

While relatively short, the stretch is strategically important.
Maa Anandmayee Marg is a major arterial road linking south
Delhi to Faridabad, while Harkesh Nagar metro station on the
violet line serves as a crucial access point for daily commuters
from nearby areas such as Okhla, Tughlakabad and surround-

LG makes impromptu CP visit,

public, stresses

on people-centric governance

rations.

During the visit, Sandhu
queued up at the popular Jain
Chawal Wale outlet, where he
bought kadhi chawal and ate
alongside people there, while
speaking to them about issues
related to livelihood, career
and civic challenges. He later
walked to Keventer's for a
milkshake, continuing his
interactions with people who
had gathered in the area from
various parts of the city.

Delhi Waits for More Hospital Beds as 11 Projects On Pause

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi's
ambitious hospital expansion
plan has hit a prolonged road-
block, with 11 major projects
stalled since 2023, leaving over
10,000 beds stuck in the
pipeline.

Large hospitals such as GTB,
Raghubir Nagar and Shalimar
Bagh - each with about 1,500
beds - have remained that way
since July 2023, primarily due to
pending approvals of revised
cost estimates and funding con-
straints, details in the Economic
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Survey 2025-26 have shown.
Mid-sized  hospitals in
Madipur, Nangloi (Jwalapuri)
and Sultanpuri, each with 500-
700 beds, are facing similar
delays. In some cases, projects
have been held up since early
2023 due to pending decisions

on adding extra floors, while oth-
ers were stalled for months in
2024 for the lack of budget allo-
cation. Construction at Vikaspuri
resumed only in Jan 2025 after
funds were released following a
nearly year-long halt.

The projects were initiated

under AAP govt with the aim of
significantly expanding public

healthcare capacity. However,
administrative bottlenecks,
funding gaps, design revisions
and inter-departmental
approvals slowed progress.

The capacity expansion is

L ol

needed because according to the
recommendations of the World
Health Organization (WHO), the
recommended bed population
ratio is 5 beds per a population of
1,000. However, the bed popula-
tion ratio in Delhi in 2025-26 has
remained at 2.84 which is much
below the WHO norm.According
to official data, several projects
are nearing completion but
remain idle. Siraspur hospital,
with over 1,100 beds, has crossed
75% completion and is at the fin-
ishing stage, but is awaiting
approval for furniture and equip-
ment. Shalimar Bagh and
Sultanpuri hospitals have largely
completed structural and finish-
ing work but are stuck pending
revised estimates.

At Sarita Vihar, the project
was redesigned from an ICU

facility into a mother-and-child
hospital, delaying completion
further. Technical challenges
have also played a role. At Kirari,
the project required a shift to pile
foundation due to soil liquefac-
tion risks, while at multiple sites,
redesigns and scope changes
have led to cost escalations and
fresh approvals.

The delays come at a time
when Delhi continues to face
pressure on its healthcare infra-
structure. While the number of
medical institutions in the city
has grown by nearly 13% since
2019-20 - driven by an increase
in dispensaries, polyclinics and
specialised centres - the number
of hospitals has remained
unchanged.

At present, Delhi govt pro-
vides healthcare services through

40 hospitals, 370 Aayushman
Arogya Mandirs, 98 dispen-
saries, 48 polyclinics and several
AYUSH facilities, along with
mobile clinics and school health
programmes.

However, officials acknowl-
edge that major hospitals contin-
ue to bear the main patient load.

Land scarcity, multiplicity of
agencies and shortage of experi-
enced manpower have also been
cited as challenges that have
slowed the pace of new infra-
structure. An official said govt is
committed to completing long-
pending projects. "In the budget,
a total allocation of Rs 13,034
crore has been made for the
health department which reflect
govt's firm commitment to
ensuring accessible, affordable
healthcare.



