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Missing Sukhoi-30 MKI
crashed 60 km from
Assam's Jorhat after take-
off; search ops under way

New Delhi ,Agency: A Sukhoi Su-
30 MKI fighter aircraft of the Indian Air
Force (IAF) crashed in Assam's Karbi
Anglong area during a training mission,
the force confirmed on Thursday late
night. In its latest update on X, the IAF
said, "The Su-30MKI which was on a
training mission, crashed in the area of
Karbi Anglong, Assam, approx 60 km
from Jorhat. Search operations are
under way." Earlier, officials had said
the aircraft had lost radar contact after
taking off from Jorhat in Assam.

The Su-30MKI which was on a train-
ing mission, crashed in the area of Karbi
Anglong, Assam, approx 60 km from
Jorhat. The Su-30MKI is a two-seater
multirole long-range fighter jet devel-
oped by Russian aircraft manufacturer
Sukhoi. It is now built under licence by
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
for the IAF. The IAF operates a fleet of
over 260 Su-30MKIs.

Gulf conflict: LNG squeeze
may impact urea output
ahead of kharif season
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New Delhi ,Agency: India may
face serious disruptions in supply of fer-
tilisers and raw materials in the next
kharif season - starting in June - if the
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz contin-
ues due to the conflict in West Asia,
industry insiders said. They added that
there is no immediate crisis because it is
a lean season.

Any reduction in supply of liquefied
natural gas (LNG) to urea manufactur-
ers in the coming weeks could impact
production of the key soil nutrient ahead
of the kharif planting season, a fertiliser
company executive said, adding that
they are keeping a close watch on devel-
opments. Kharif crops account for more
than half of India's food grain produc-
tion, as major crops such as rice, pulses,
oilseeds, cotton, and sugarcane are sown
during this season. On average, fertiliser
companies produce around 2.5 million
tonnes (MT) of soil nutrients per month.
If LNG supplies are not normalised, pro-
duction could be severely affected,
industry watchers said, highlighting that
production and stocking of fertilisers
usually begins from March to ensure
smooth distribution. At present, 60% of
LNG used in urea manufacturing is
imported from Qatar, and India has a
long-term  agreement in place.
Currently, 30 out of 32 urea manufac-
turing units use natural gas as feedstock.

Industry watchers also said that
apart from supply issues, blockade of
key shipping routes in the Gulf would
push up prices of DAP and urea, which
would directly impact the govt's food
subsidy expenses.

Two pilots killed after IAF
Sukhoi Su-30 crashes in
Assam's Karbi Anglong

New Delhi ,Agency: Two pilots
were killed after sustaining fatal injuries
following the crash of an IAF Su-30MKI
jet in Assam's Karbi Anglong district
during a training mission.

"IAF acknowledges the loss of Sqn
Ldr Anuj and FIt Lt Purvesh Duragkar,
who sustained fatal injuries in the Su-30
crash. All personnel of the IAF express
sincere condolences and stand firmly
with the bereaved family in this time of
grief," the Indian Air Force said. Earlier,
the TIAF had stated that the Su-30MKI,
which was on a training mission,
crashed in the Karbi Anglong area,
approximately 60 km from Jorhat.
Officials added that the aircraft had lost
radar contact after taking off from
Jorhat. The Su-30MKI is a two-seater,
multirole, long-range fighter jet devel-
oped by Russian aircraft manufacturer
Sukhoi and is now built under licence by
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
for the IAF. The force operates a fleet of
over 260 Su-30MKIs.

According to news agency ANI, locals
reported hearing a loud explosion and
were seen using torches and lights to aid
in the search. The crash site is roughly
60 km from Jorhat.

A local resident told ANI, "We heard
a loud noise and an explosion. The
police from Chowki Wala police station
are here, and they are searching from
the helicopter. There is no trace of the
pilot yet; nothing has been found so far."

Priyamvada Kant Calls Hanging

Upside Down Her ‘New Normal’ on Set

DB Reporter

Mumbai : Actor Priyamvada
Kant playing Latika in &TV’s
Supernatural horror comedy show
Gharwali Pedwali. She is known for
her dedication and fearless
approach to performance, recently
pushed her boundaries while shoot-
ing for an intense upcoming track.
The actress has been performing
her own stunts, including a chal-
lenging sequence where she had to
hang upside down in a harness for
extended hours. What initially
seemed daunting soon turned into
an empowering and thrilling expe-
rience for her on set.

Sharing her experience,
Priyamvada Kant aka Latika says,
“On our show I have done quite a
few stunts; almost every week we
have a new stunt to perform. Some
of the craziest ones have been really
challenging. One of them was hang-
ing upside down like a bat. That was
extremely tough because all the
blood rushes to your head for such a
long time, and at the same time you
have to deliver your lines while
being hung by your feet. When I
first heard about the sequence that
required me to hang upside down in
a harness, I was both excited and a
little nervous because it’s not some-

thing you get used to instantly. The
first few rehearsals were physically
demanding as your body needs time
to adjust to the pressure and bal-
ance, but I was determined to per-
form the stunt myself as it adds
authenticity to the scene. As actors,
we constantly look for experiences
that challenge us and help us grow.
Doing these stunts on my own has
definitely been one of those memo-
rable milestones for me. Overall,
the stunts are a lot of fun but also
very difficult to perform. We try to
make them look easy on screen, but
there is a lot of effort and hard work
behind every scene.”

Vedanta ESL Archery Academy Empowerlng Rural Glrls in Jharkhand

DB Reporter

Jamtara: In many rural
parts of India, lack of coaching
facilities, infrastructure and
exposure often prevents young
talent from reaching its full
potential—especially among
girls. Social barriers, safety
concerns and limited opportu-
nities frequently discourage
rural girls from pursuing
sports. However, initiatives
like the Vedanta ESL Archery
Academy in Jharkhand are
helping change this narrative
by empowering young girls
through professional training
and opportunities in archery.

According to an analysis of
national activity data cited by
IndiaSpend, only 0.3 percent
of rural women participate in
sports, compared to 1.3 per-
cent of men. The gender gap
begins at an early age, with
reports indicating that by the
age of 14, girls are twice as
likely as boys to drop out of
sports. Cultural norms, limited

India's 'moist heatwaves'
getting worse, says study

Pune, Agency: India's sum-
mer heatwaves - the humid, suf-
focating kind that impact more
than dry heat - are not just get-
ting more frequent, but also
more intense through a now-
identified specific atmospheric
chain reaction. A Jan 2026 study
by scientists from IMD and
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM) Pune, pub-
lished in the Journal of the
Atmospheric Sciences, is the first
to explain the precise mechanism
behind these "moist heatwaves"
and the findings have direct
implications for early warning,
public health, and climate pre-
paredness.

IIT™ scientist Rajib
Chattopadhyay told TOI that
their earlier study identified two
types of Indian summer heat-
waves and classified them as dry
and moist. "The dry variety,
which mainly scorches the north-
west plains, is not showing an

access to quality training and
inadequate facilities are
among the key challenges that
restrict girls’ participation.
The village of Sialjori in
Jamtara district is emerging as
an inspiring example of how
proper support and access to
resources can transform
potential into achievement.
The Vedanta ESL Archery
Academy has been actively
working to promote gender
equality in sports by providing
training and opportunities to
young athletes from rural
communities.The academy
maintains a strong focus on
equal participation, with girls
making up nearly 50 percent
of the enrolled athletes.
Among them are several
medal-winning archers who
have represented the district,
state and even national plat-
forms with remarkable per-
formances. By providing struc-
tured training, modern equip-
ment and competitive expo-
sure, the academy is helping

increasing trend. But the moist
variety, in which high humidity
compounds with high tempera-
ture to make the body's cooling
system fail, shows a statistically

significant and

waves over India," he said.

Scientists traced the trigger to
Rossby atmospheric wave pat-
terns originating near Europe's

west coast.

accelerating
trend. The current study provides
a hint towards the mechanism
which can intensify moist heat-

young girls develop confi-
dence, discipline and leader-
ship  skills.One inspiring
example is 14-year-old archer
Kritika Kumari, who joined
the academy in 2022 with a
strong determination to learn
the sport. With regular coach-
ing, practice sessions and
mentorship over the past two
years, she has significantly
improved her skills and focus.
Her dedication soon translat-
ed into success on the national
stage.In 2024, Kritika won a
silver medal at the National
School Games, and in 2025
she secured a gold medal at the
NTPC Cherukuri Lenin Volga
Memorial National Archery
Championship. Her achieve-
ments have made her one of
the promising young archers
emerging from
Jharkhand.Coaches associated
with the academy believe that
early access to disciplined
training is crucial, particularly
for rural girls who often face
limited opportunities.

most populous state.

A foundation of gover-
nance and funding: The
state's strategy began with
expanding the reach of local
governance. Since 2017, 117
new Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) were established and
123 were expanded to accom-
modate a surging urban pop-
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New Delhi ,Agency: All
seats look taken in a medium-
sized Tokyo theatre on an Aug
evening in the Japanese sum-
mer. The audience listens
rapt to a woman sitting on
stage, framed by the movie
screen behind her. Clearly,
it's not just another screen-
ing, but then, neither can the
topic be called usual for this
part of the world. For the
woman on stage is discussing
Rabindrasangeet, and the
context is 'Charulata’, maes-
tro and auteur Satyajit Ray's
1964 masterpiece, one of the
seven films that were shown

ulation. This administrative
expansion was backed by a
massive fiscal commitment:
S the budget allocation for
urban development saw a

staggering 287% increase
between 2016 and 2025.
Funding via the State and
Central finance commissions
has also scaled dramatically:
State Finance
Commission (SFQC):
Increased from Rs 6,406.09
crore in 2016-17 to Rs 14,400

When 7 rays hit cinemas
in land of

rising sun

last year in Japan as part of a
retrospective of his works.
The lineup - featuring

'Jalsaghar' (1958),
'Mahanagar' (1963),
'Charulata’ (1964),
'Kapurush', 'Mahapurush’

(both 1965), 'Nayak' (1966),
and 'Jai Baba Felunath (1979)
- earning their first theatrical
release in Japan, spans a two-
decade arc of some of Ray's
most memorable films. The
films were also made avail-
able on VOD and home video
with Japanese subtitles. The
demand has grown to the
point that these films are set
for a Blu-ray release in
March.

To Sandip Ray, filmmaker
and Ray's son, however, none
of this is surprising. After all,
it was the Japanese film great
Akira Kurosawa who'd said,
"Not to have seen the cinema
of Satyajit Ray means existing
in the world without seeing
the sun or the moon."

UP urban transition after 2017 - A
shift to non-agricultural economy

New Delhi ,Agency:
Over the last eight years,
Uttar Pradesh has under-
gone a structural metamor-
phosis. Historically viewed
through its agrarian roots,
the state is rapidly pivoting
toward an urban-centric
economy. Between 2011 and
2021, the shift from agricul-
tural to non-agricultural
employment grew at a rate of
7% per decade, outstripping
the 5% growth seen in previ-
ous decades. This shift is the
backbone of a new, diversi-
fied economic era for India'

crore in 2024-25.

Central Finance
Commission (CFC):
Increased from Rs 1,667.22
crore to Rs 5,118 crore in the
same period.

Cleanliness as a culture:
The Swachh Bharat revolu-
tion The most visible change
has been in sanitation and
waste management. Uttar
Pradesh has moved from a
state of "planning" to one of
"execution."

Rajya Sabha polls: Pohtlcal tie-ups agalnst NDA face acid test in Bihar, Odisha

New Delhi, Agency: As
the nomination process for
Rajya Sabha elections spread
across 10 states ended on
Thursday, moves for new polit-
ical alignments, including a
rare BJD-Congress tie-up in
Odisha and unity of BJP's
rivals in Bihar, are up for a
stern test, while developments
in Maharashtra signalled that
attempts for the merger of the
two NCP factions have come to
naught.

While candidates in most
states are set to be elected
unopposed, both Bihar and
Odisha are headed for a keen
battle on March 16.

RJD's decision to renomi-
nate its outgoing MP and busi-
nessman A D Singh has forced
a contest in one of the five seats
in Bihar. He can even pull it off
if all of BJP's rivals, including 5
AIMIM MLAs and the lone

BSP MLA, join hands with the
RJD-Congress-Left combine.
Yet, the NDA camp, which
will have 38 votes to spare for
the fifth seat after allocating
the necessary 41 votes each to
ensure its win on four seats, is
sanguine about its prospects in
the belief that a contest will
only end up exposing divisions
in the opposition's ranks and
even force some defections.
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Unity among all opposition
parties will get Singh 41 votes,
but AIMIM, which was
snubbed by the RJD-led
alliance on its suggestion for a
tie-up during last year's polls,
is yet to spell out its stand.

temperature in Odisha,
another state where a contest is
on the cards, has gone up a
notch after Congress decided
to back BJD's choice of an emi-

nent doctor, Datteswar Hota,
and BJP then announced its
support for former Union min-
ister Dilip Ray, a well-net-
worked hotelier contesting as
an independent candidate.
Archrivals for decades,
BJP's swift ascendancy in the
state has brought BJD and
Congress together; both parties
can pull together 32 MLAs to
ensure Hota's win against the
requisite backing of 30.
However, instances of dis-
content within the two parties
have muddied the waters. BJP
has a history of outmanoeuvre-
ing its rivals in closely contest-
ed RS seats, and its decision to
back Ray is driven by its
instinct to play on their inter-
nal differences to spring a sur-
prise. With all three MVA par-
ties backing Sharad Pawar's
renomination for the lone seat
they could win of the seven on
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offer, clalms of his supporters
about an "imminent merger"
between the two NCP factions
should pause. A senior Sena
UBT functionary said they have
been told there is little possibil-
ity of the two factions coming
together, as the group headed
by Ajit Pawar's wife, Sunetra
Pawar, never warmed up to
Sharad Pawar's desire - mark-
ing a reversal of his public "I
have had enough" stance - to
do another term in RS .

Parth Pawar, the son of Ajit
Pawar who is set to be elected
unopposed, will be arrayed
against his grand uncle as a
member of NDA. In the elec-
tions to 37 Rajya Sabha seats,
the BJP-led NDA has contin-
ued with its push to expand its
social coalition by reaching out
to different sections of society,
illustrated by their nominees
from Maharashtra.



