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Amritsar BJP workers upbeat over Taranjit Singh
Sandhu's appointment as Delhi Lt Governor

New Delhi, Agency: A day after
India's former ambassador to the US and
BJP candidate for Amritsar Lok Sabha
seat, Taranjit Singh Sandhu was appoint-
ed the Lieutenant Governor of Delhi,
Amritsar BJP leaders and workers were
upbeat at his elevation.

Hailing from Amritsar, Sandhu comes
from a prominent Sikh family. BJP lead-
ers were of the view that his appointment
will help turn around the fortunes of the
party in Punjab in general and the district
in particular.

His family hails from Rai Buri Ka vil-
lage of Tarn Taran, which was earlier part
of Amritsar district. The 1988 batch
Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer start-
ed his political debut from Amritsar after
joining the BJP.

Sandhu is the grandson of Teja Singh
Samundri, who played a major role in the
Gurdwara Reform Movement and the
Civil Disobedience Movement, and served

in the Indian Foreign Service for 38 years.

Couple alleges molesta-
tion to stage robbery
on bus; arrested
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New Delhi, Agency: A husband-wife
duo allegedly staged a robbery on a mov-
ing bus by creating a commotion and then
threatening a passenger with a knife,
police said.

According to investigators, the couple -
Deepak, 26, and his wife Dipali, 23 -
allegedly used a ruse to single out their
target. Dipali accused a fellow passenger
of misbehaving with her, drawing the
attention of other commuters and creating
confusion inside the bus. As the passenger
responded to the allegation, Deepak pur-
portedly produced a knife-like object and
threatened him, said police.

"The incident occurred around
11.50am on Thursday when the com-
plainant, Ravi Kumar of Swaroop Nagar,
was travelling towards The Mann School
in Khera Khurd. As the bus approached
Kheda Kalan, the couple allegedly target-
ed him," additional DCP (Outer North)
Patel Nirav Kumar said.

Fearing for his safety, Kumar handed
over his mobile phone and wallet contain-
ing Rs 7,600 in cash. The bus conductor
made a PCR call. As the bus slowed down,
Deepak allegedly tried to jump off and
flee, while Dipali was caught by the com-
plainant and bus staff. Police said the
patrol team nearby responded after hear-
ing the commotion, chased the suspects
and apprehended them.

During the search, police recovered the
complainant's mobile phone, the stolen
wallet with identity documents, cash and
the knife allegedly used in the crime.

Police said Deepak, a resident of
Swaroop Nagar, had previous involve-
ment in four cases of robbery and theft,
and was released on bail in Dec last year.

A case has been registered. Police said
they are verifying whether the couple had
carried out similar robberies on public
transport in the past.
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the SGPC and in recognition of his services
His grandfather was a founder-member of to the Sikh Panth, the SGPC named its

headquarters in Amritsar as "Teja Singh
Samundri Hall".
"Before Partition, Sandhu's grandfather
Teja Singh's father Deva Singh served in the
armed forces. When he retired, he was
awarded around 25 acres of land for his dis-
tinguished service in Samundri area located
in the Punjab province of Pakistan. In those
times, instead of mentioning caste after the
name, the introduction was given by adding
~ the area the person belonged to. Thereafter,
Teja Singh wrote Samundri after his name.
He came into the limelight during the
Gurdwara Reform Movement. His son
Bishan Singh (Sandhu's father), also con-
tinued to write his name as Bishan Singh
Samundri," informed a source.

His father Bishan Singh Samundri was
the founding vice-chancellor of Guru
Nanak University and also served as the
principal of Khalsa College in Amritsar. His
mother Jagjit Kaur Sandhu completed her
doctorate in the US and returned to serve
as the principal of the Government College
for Women, Amritsar.

PWD begins overhaul of

drainage infra in east Delhi

New Delhi, Agency:
Public Works Department
(PWD) has begun upgrading
drainage infrastructure in parts
of east Delhi to tackle chronic
waterlogging ahead of the mon-
soon. The department has allo-
cated Rs 8.9 crore for drainage
improvement on Neelam Mata
Mandir Road and adjoining
areas. The project involves con-
structing and upgrading drains,
installing drain covers and
building box culverts to
improve stormwater flow and
reduce flooding.

Officials said the work
includes replacing existing
stormwater drains along the
stretch and executing all relat-
ed civil works, including foun-
dation, substructure and
superstructure tasks. Sludge
from existing drains will be
cleared and transported to
authorised municipal dumping
sites under the direction of the
engineer-in-charge.

Safety and traffic manage-
ment provisions form a key part
of the contract conditions.
According to officials, footpath
development will follow the
Unified Traffic and
Transportation Infrastructure
(Planning and Engineering)
Centre guidelines. The selected
agency will prepare layout plans
and cross-sectional drawings
for departmental approval
before construction begins.

Structural drawings will be
prepared by an approved con-
sultant and vetted by IIT Delhi
or another govt institute when
required.

Additionally, Rs 1.1 crore has
been sanctioned for construct-
ing a box culvert on Kotla Road
and nearby areas in Shashi
Garden and the Auto Market to
address recurring waterlogging.

Officials said these projects
form part of a broader push to
strengthen Delhi's drainage
network before the monsoon.

DDA to take over day-to-day upkeep of flats from April

New Delhi, Agency: In a
major move aimed at boosting
the sale of its flats, including
those constructed before 2021,
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) has decided to take
over day-to-day maintenance
of these complexes.

The authority will collect
quarterly charges from flat
owners and provide routine
services such as security,
sweeping of common areas,
cleaning of roof and overhead
and underground water tanks,
basement upkeep, mainte-
nance of electrical installations

and lifts, and cleaning of
garbage chute areas.
The services will also

include minor repairs and
maintenance of common areas
such as staircases, lift lobbies
and corridors, and mainte-
nance of STP-treated water
supply lines used for horticul-
tural use.

DDA will continue to man-
age day-to-day maintenance
until occupancy in a housing
pocket reaches 80% or until a
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residents' welfare association
is registered with DDA,
whichever occurs later. For
unsold flats, DDA will pay
service charges to the RWA as
decided under its bylaws.

A standard operating pro-
cedure (SOP) specifying a
structured mechanism to
address day-to-day mainte-
nance issues in various DDA
housing pockets was recently
approved by the competent
authority, according to a noti-
fication. The SOP will come
into effect from April 1, 2026.

It will be operationalised in
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a time-bound and coordinated
manner to ensure efficient
delivery of maintenance serv-
ices, clarity of roles and
accountability among the
departments concerned, the
notification stated.

According to the SOP, the
provisions will apply to the
pockets under the housing
schemes announced between
2010 and 2021. For the flats
allotted under the schemes
launched in 2023 and there-
after, the maintenance cost for
the first year was already col-
lected along with the capital

Man accused of siphoning off Rs 8.9 crore
from company back account denied bail

New Delhi, Agency: A
Delhi court has denied bail to a
man accused of siphoning off
Rs 8.9 crore from a company's
bank account through fraudu-
lent internet banking transac-
tions, observing that the
offence was "grave and serious
in nature" and involved "sys-
tematic and layered" transfers
carried out as part of a crimi-
nal conspiracy. The defence
had argued that since the
investigation was complete
and the chargesheet had been
filed, there was no justification
for keeping the accused in cus-
tody during trial. The court,
however, held that the filing of
the chargesheet did not miti-
gate the gravity of the alleged
offence.

According to the prosecu-
tion, the fraud occurred
between July 11 and Aug 30,
2024, through 94 internet

a

banking transactions initiated
after the accused allegedly
changed the mobile number
linked to the corporate bank
account using forged docu-
ments. The accused, Nitin
Birmal Dongre, had contended
that he had been in judicial
custody since April 2, 2025,
and sought bail on the ground
of parity, claiming his role was
similar to two co-accused who
were granted bail earlier.
Rejecting this argument,
the court held that Dongre's
role was distinct and could not
be equated with that of the
others. Sessions judge Shunali
Gupta observed that Dongre

appeared to be the "prime
accused" and the beneficiary of
the siphoned funds, describing
him as the alleged "kingpin" of
the operation. The court also
noted that two other suspects
were yet to be arrested.
Opposing the bail plea, the
prosecution highlighted the
seriousness of the allegations,
stating that the accused and
his associates siphoned off
crores of rupees within nearly
50 days through fraudulent
online transactions.
Investigation revealed that
the Axis Bank account -
opened in 2008 in the name of
Larsen & Toubro & Shanghai
Urban Construction Operation
at the bank's Lajpat Nagar
branch - was compromised
after a request was made on
June 7, 2024, using forged
company documents to change
the registered phone number.

maintenance cost. As a result,
regular service charges will be
levied only after the comple-
tion of the first year. "Where
this period is already complet-
ed, bills will be generated with
the addition of arrears," the
SOP stated.

Officials explained that at
the time of selling flats, DDA
collected a one-time capital
maintenance charge from
allottees for major repair or
revamp works, such as
improving the entire sewerage
system, whitewashing or
undertaking structural repairs.
"However, day-to-day mainte-
nance charges were not col-
lected under the schemes
introduced till 2021. That is
why a decision has now been
taken to implement a regular
maintenance mechanism," an
official said.

Monthly service charges
will be levied per square metre
of the plinth area, based on the
flat category and the building
typology, with the applicable
GST charged separately. Initial

rates were calculated on the
basis of estimated inputs
received from the engineering
zones and averaged for unifor-
mity. bFor subsequent finan-
cial years, the rates will be
determined pocket-wise based
on the actual expenditure
incurred during the preceding
year, pending liabilities and
the cost inflation index noti-
fied by Central Board of Direct
Taxes. These rates will be
approved annually by the com-
petent authority or the chief
engineer of the zone con-
cerned. Service charges will be
billed quarterly and residents
will be given a grace period of
10 calendar days from the date
of billing to make the payment
without interest. "Payments
can be made through digital
platforms or at cash deposit
counters in the complex. If
payment is not received within
10 days, simple interest at the
rate of 12% per annum will be
levied. Interest will be calcu-
lated from the date of billing,"
the authority stated.

Woman jumps on Metro
railway track, 1nJured

New Delhi, Agency: A
woman  suffered serious
injuries after she allegedly
jumped onto the track at the
Rajiv Chowk Metro station
here on Friday morning in a
bid to commit suicide, the
police said. The incident was
reported around 10.15 am at
platform number 1 of the busy
interchange station. The
woman, aged around 45, was
found injured and uncon-
scious, they said.

According to the police, as
the woman jumped on the
track, alert commuters pulled
her away before a train could
reach the platform, preventing
a major tragedy.

Metro police and security
personnel rushed to the spot
soon after receiving informa-
tion about the incident and
shifted the woman to Lady
Hardinge Medical College.

At the hospital, her
medico-legal case was pre-
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pared. Doctors said the woman
was currently "not fit for giving
statement”. A woman cop has
been deployed at the hospital,
the police said. No identifica-
tion documents or personal
belongings were recovered
from the woman. A Metro tick-
et recovered from the spot
shows that she boarded the
train from Janakpuri East sta-
tion, they said.

The police are examining
CCTV footage from the station
and surrounding areas to
ascertain her identity and the
circumstances leading to the
incident, an officer said.

Sewage inflow creates kllometre-long pool inside JNU

New Delhi, Agency: A kilo-
metre-long, lake like stretch
filled with sewage water has
developed on the Jawaharlal
Nehru University premises, trig-
gering concerns among students
and staff that the contamination
could pose health risks and harm
wildlife that depends on water
sources in the campus forest.

The sewage water is flowing
into the campus from a damaged
line along the boundary with
neighbouring residential areas,
JNU officials said, and has col-
lected along the stretch of road
leading towards the vice-chan-
cellor's residence and the
Poorvanchal residential com-
plex. Spread across more than
1,000 acres on Southern Central
Ridge of Aravali, nearly 30% of
the university's campus is desig-

nated as forest cover.

During a visit on Friday,
Media found that in several sec-
tions, the wastewater had stag-
nated into a large, murky water-
body, with dark green patches
and froth visible on the surface,
emitting a strong smell in an area
frequently used by students and
residents. The accumulation has
formed in a depression alongside
the road that earlier functioned
as a rainwater catchment during
the monsoon.

University officials said the
sewage was meant to flow into a
treatment plant. Civic bodies
earlier tried to stop the inflow,
but the sewage continues to
enter the campus, officials said.

"The wastewater entering
from a damaged sewage line
from the neighbouring Vasant
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Kunj has been flowing into the

campus for the past five years.
We have written to the civic

agencies several times, most
recently during the previous

monsoon," an official said,
adding that Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) had promised to look into
the matter. "Briefly the flow was
stopped, but the sewage has
started entering again and we
plan to write to the agencies
again."

Residents said the stagnant
water had turned the stretch into
a foul-smelling passage. "JNU is
a campus with dense greenery
and maintaining it is important
to prevent any outbreak of dis-
ease that could affect both resi-
dents and wildlife. The stench
not only makes it difficult to pass
through the area but may also
lead to water-borne diseases,"
said Ram, a visually impaired
PhD scholar.

A walk through the campus
forest revealed other concerns as

well. A makeshift cowshed was
found with several cows tied
there. Students and locals
alleged that dairy workers from
nearby Masudpur village had
been rearing their cattle in the
area. Nearby, a large mound of
construction and demolition
waste has formed a hill-like
structure, with broken concrete,
bricks and rubble scattered
across patches of the forest.

The visit also revealed a dam-
aged stretch of the boundary wall
and an abandoned guard post,
making it easier for outsiders to
access the campus forest.
Pointing at the damaged wall,
Rajpal, a 60-year-old retired
sanitation worker from
Masudpur, said he often walked
through the ridge, feeding ani-
mals. "Many people enter the

forest at nlght from this side and
engage in illegal activities," he
said, claiming that the area has
become a hub for druggies.

Nearby, Surender, who oper-
ates a taxi stand close to the cow-
shed, said the cattle belonged to
dairy owners from Masudpur.
"They keep them here and come
during the day to milk them," he
said, claiming that his taxi stand
had permission from Delhi
Development Authority.

JNU officials said contractors
undertaking construction works
on the campus were required to
transport C&D waste to govt-
designated disposal sites outside
the wuniversity. "Construction
debris is not supposed to be
dumped inside the campus. The
matter will be examined," an
official said.



