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1,000 robotic surgeries at A“MS nellll |ll|l Illllﬂs t0g0’,says doctorwho started it

DELHI,
Agency. In alandmark that
doctors said called for cele-
bration, AIIMS Delhi has
completed 1,000 robotic
surgeries since the pro-
gramme began in the hospi-
tal. The milestone follows
installation of the "da Vinci
robotic surgical system",
with the first such proce-
dure led by Dr Hemanga K
Bhattacharjee in Nov 2024
after years of preparation by
the surgical team.

Surgeons at the top hos-
pital are now performing
robot-assisted surgeries free
of additional cost. This, doc-
tors said, makes AIIMS one
of the fastest-growing
robotic surgery centres in
the public sector and the
programme now covers a
wide range of complex pro-
cedures including cancer
operations, pelvic surgeries
and organ transplants. For
patients, the shift represents

a technologlcal leap in how
surgery is performed.

"Studies have consis-
tently shown that the tech-
nological aspects of robotic
surgery result in less pain
and better precision,” Dr
Bhattacharjee told Media.
"The robot allows the sur-
geon to achieve outcomes
that are often more precise
than conventional tech-
niques."

Robotic surgery belongs
to a broader category of
minimally invasive proce-
dures that emerged over the
past three decades.
Traditional open surgery
involves large incisions to
access organs, often leading
to longer recovery times and
greater pain. Laparoscopic
surgery-which uses small
incisions and instruments
guided by cameras-revolu-
tionised the field in the
1990s. Robotic surgery
takes this approach a step

Adopted daughter who
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further.

The surgeon operates
from a console that provides
a highly magnified, three-
dimensional view of the
patient's anatomy.
Instruments attached to
robotic arms mimic the sur-
geon's hand movements but
with greater flexibility and
steadiness, eliminating
tremors and allowing access
to difficult areas deep inside
the body.

For certain types of pro-
cedures, particularly pelvic
surgeries, the advantages
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can be significant. The
enhanced precision helps
surgeons preserve delicate
nerves and reduce bleeding
during the operation, which
in turn improves recovery
and long-term outcomes.

Despite these advan-
tages, India's adoption of
robotic surgery came rela-
tively late. The technology
has existed for more than
two decades, but its expan-
sion was slowed by one
major barrier: cost.

Robotic surgical systems
can cost several crores of

rupees, with additional
expenses for maintenance
and specialised instru-
ments. As a result, most
early adopters in India were
large private hospital
chains, where patients often
paid several lakh rupees for
robotic procedures.

But all that is about to
change. Govt hospitals are
increasingly entering the
field, bringing the technolo-
gy within reach of a wider
segment of patients. "There
is no extra cost involved for
patients here,"
Bhattacharjee said. "But we
do select cases carefully.
Certain procedures benefit
more from robotic assis-
tance, and since we current-
ly have only one robot in the
department, we choose
patients based on where the
technology will make the
most difference."”

Demand, however, is
growing rapidly. Patients

are increasingly aware of the
technology and often ask
specifically for robotic sur-
gery. "Adoption does not
look difficult,"” said
Bhattacharjee, adding,
"Earlier patients used to ask
for laparoscopic surgery.
Now many are asking
whether robotic surgery is
possible."

The expansion of robotic
surgery also raises ques-
tions about training the next
generation of surgeons.
Operating a robotic console
requires new technical skills
beyond those used in tradi-
tional surgery.

At AIIMS, resident doc-
tors are now undergoing
extensive training on the
system as part of their surgi-
cal education. The hospital
has also invested in spe-
cialised training facilities to
ensure doctors become pro-
ficient with the technology
before performing live oper-

ations.
Looking ahead, experts
believe robotic surgery

could become far more com-
mon in India, especially if
more public hospitals adopt
the technology. "But price is
one of the biggest con-
straints,”  Bhattacharjee
said. "Not many public hos-
pitals are able to adopt the
technology because of the
cost. If the govt finds ways
to make it more viable,
many more patients could
benefit."Beyond robotics,
the next frontier may
involve artificial intelligence
assisting surgeons during
operations. "Artificial intel-
ligence is progressing day by
day," Bhattacharjee said.
"Research on animals has
already shown that some
automated robotic proce-
dures are possible. But it
will take time before such
systems become part of rou-
tine surgery."

Meet the girls driving India S trans1t revolution at Namo Bharat speed

petitioner's conviction,"

the mother.

attacked mom pardoned:

New Delhi: Noting that a mother-child
relationship is sacrosanct, Delhi High
Court has ended criminal proceedings for
attempt to murder against an adopted
daughter for attacking her mother.

The court took into account that the
mother wanted to forgive the adopted
daughter, and they reached an out-of-
court compromise. "If justice is ever to be
tempered with mercy, this is a fit case...
That profound sentiment must, in the
peculiar facts of this case, transcend any
societal or public interest in securing the
Justice Prateek
Jalan observed last week.The court point-
ed out that "most importantly, the dispute
is in the nature of a family dispute” since
the relationship between the parties
akin to a mother-and-child relationship, a
relationship that is socially recognised as
singular and sacrosanct".Hearing their
plea to quash an FIR, HC recorded that
the young woman had apologised for her
past conduct, including for the attack on
her mother, and expressed gratitude for
the family's love and care. The daughter
will, however, have no right, title, interest,
concern or connection with any assets of

From the dusty lanes of rural
Uttar Pradesh to the high-tech
cockpit of one of India's most
advanced transit systems, 24-
year-old Shivani's journey has
been anything but ordinary.
The daughter of a Bareilly
farmer, she once cycled to col-
lege every day. Today, she
operates Namo Bharat trains
on the Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut  RRTS corridor,
designed to run at 180 kmph
with a maximum operational
speed of 160 kmph.

After completing a diploma
in electrical engineering,
Shivani - who uses only her
first name - joined the Namo
Bharat project without realis-
ing she would eventually be
entrusted with driving the
trains. "I didn't know the job
would involve operating
trains. The responsibility came
later, after medical and other
tests," she said.Despite having
never driven even a scooter or

a car, she now handles a
sophisticated, semi high-speed
system. "Initially, I was scared
and nervous. During training,
some people would wonder
how a petite girl like me could
drive such a train. Today, I feel
proud to operate it and travel
400-500 km daily," she told
Media.Women now make up
nearly 30% of the operational
staff on the Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut corridor. A full journey

from Delhi's Sarai Kale Khan
to Meerut's Modipuram takes
just 58 minutes.

T'm the first woman from
my village to work outside

it'Priyanka Awasthi, 25, has
been steering Namo Bharat
trains since the inaugural run
on a limited stretch in Oct
2023. From a village in Unnao,
her path to the operator's
cabin has been challenging.
Her father, a private bus con-

ductor, often stands all day
collecting fares - not all of
which passengers pay. "I used
to think I'd do a job where pay-
ment is made first," she said.

Priyanka is also the first
woman in Bhardar Naushara
village to take up employment
outside it. Her most cherished
moment came when her family
travelled on a train she was
driving. "They couldn't enter
the operator's cabin, but they
kept asking each other
whether I was at the controls.
They were proud,” she said.
Priyanka now supports four
younger siblings who are still
studying.

Small gestures from com-
muters, she said, brighten her
day. "Once, a passenger gave
me a thumbs-up after getting
off. It stayed with me."

'Each journey, a new learn-
ing curve for us'

For 23-year-old Isha
Dheerwan of Meerut, the
RRTS corridor had long been

just a construction stretch she
saw around the city. She lost
her father two years ago and
became the family's primary
support after securing the
operator's job."As the eldest
child, I took responsibility for
the family. Working here
makes me feel proud that I'm
breaking barriers," she said.

Kanchan, 24, from
Modinagar, has been operat-
ing trains for nearly a year.
The early months were tough,
she said - dealing with techni-
cal snags, managing delays
and ensuring punctual opera-
tions."But I learned so much.
The experience has made me
stronger," she said, adding
that women can excel in any
field with hard work and dedi-
cation.

'Earning blessings on the
way'

Poonam Verma, 24, from
Azadpur in north Delhi, once
dreamt of becoming an air
hostess.

Delhi to get 81-ft Lord Ram statue in Behind every successtul woman
Mangolpuri; Rs 55 crore project cleared COP; is her own strong skillsets

NEW DELHI, Agency: A
towering statue of Lord Ram,
matching the Jhandewalan
Hanuman statue, is going to be
installed in northwest Delhi's
Mangolpur Kalan Hanuman
Mandir Park. Delhi Village
Development Board on Friday
sanctioned Rs 55 crore for the
project in Mangolpuri, includ-
ing Rs 50 crore for the 81-foot-
high statue.

Board chairperson Raj
Kumar Chauhan told Media,
"There was a demand for a
large Ram statue from people
in the area and elsewhere in
Delhi. I received multiple
requests and accordingly the
project was sanctioned."

The project aims to redevel-
op the park near the upcoming
Mangolpur Kalan metro station
into a cultural landmark, with
the statue as its centrepiece.
The 81ft statue will be mounted
on a base of about 10ft, topped

‘t

with an ornamental canopy of
over 6ft, taking the overall
height close to 100ft. The struc-
ture will be built on a reinforced
RCC foundation with a struc-
tural steel framework and cov-
ered with bronze panels to
ensure durability and visual
appeal. A Hanuman temple
already exists inside the park.

Chauhan said the location
was chosen to create a striking
skyline view for people. "Both
the metro line and the statue
will be visible to people from a
single spot, offering a visual
similar to the Hanuman statue
near Jhandewalan," he added.

According to the proposal,
Lord Ram, in a blessing ges-
ture, will be depicted standing
on a lotus pedestal, holding the
bow resting on the ground. It
will incorporate traditional
sculptural elements inspired by
classical depictions of Ram,
including a halo behind the
head.The department estimates
that construction will take
around 18 months from the
date of the award of work
around March. Chauhan said
officials were directed to expe-
dite the tendering process,
which would "invite agencies
with prior experience in similar
work"

NEW DELHI, Agency: For women cops worklng
for Delhi Police's MlSSlOI’l Reconnect, every ping is a
personal test- sending them across cities to recover
stolen phones while managing life beyond the uni-
form.

The initiative, which led to the recovery of 580
mobile phones, was driven by the relentless efforts of
head constables Anju Tomar, Ruby and constable
Neelam.Their days are spent tracking digital foot-
prints, verifying leads and confronting suspects across
state borders. Yet the same officers return home,
shapeshifting into homemakers-ensuring homework
is done, meals are laid out and their children feel sup-
ported.

Amind long hours, acing mind games

Head constable Anju Tomar, a graduate who joined
the force in 2009, spends long hours during police
week analysing SIM data and call records as part of the
Central Equipment Identity Register (CEIR) recovery
team. Her role involves digital monitoring as well as
field visits to various locations to verify claims and
confront suspects."Tracking phones isn't easy. People
lie, switch off devices or keep changing locations.
Sometimes it takes days of continuous monitoring,"
she says.

Her background in science provides an edge to her
work with the CEIR team, where she sifts through SIM
details and call logs to dismantle the lies of those

found with stolen property. Despite the long hours
spent monitoring shifting locations, Anju credits her
family-especially her husband and children-for sup-
porting her demanding schedule.

Handling scepticism and hostile calls

In the Crime Branch, 32-year-old constable
Neelam, a political science graduate and mother of
two, encounters a different challenge: citizens who
often mistake her calls for scams.Her work is uniquely
challenging; she frequently endures scepticism from
the very people she is trying to help, often being mis-
taken for a scammer. She has even had to field abusive
calls and video calls from wary citizens. "People some-
times mistake me for a scammer because fraudsters
often impersonate police officers. At times, they even
call back late at night. I handle all of this with calm-
ness," she says.Her responsibilities do not end even if
the workday does. Yet, even on her holidays, Neelam
remains tethered to her work, tracking signals across
state lines and managing the "innocent" buyers who
realise too late they've purchased stolen goods.

Her husband, also a Delhi Police constable, helps
share responsibilities, she says.

When work-related travel eats into family time

Constable Ruby, who joined the force in 2010,
recalls travelling to several states including Punjab,
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh while pursuing recovery
leads.

Manacles On J'khand's Trafficked Girls - BrokenBy City's Rescue Facility

New Delhi, Agency: After
three years of abuse by her afflu-
ent employers in Gurgaon - who
made her sleep in a toilet on their
terrace - 13-year-old Manisha
(name changed), a tribal girl
from Godda, was rescued after
her father sent an SOS that trig-
gered a joint operation led by
Jharkhand Bhawan's Integrated
Research and Rehabilitation Cell
(IRRC). Lodged in a children's
home in Delhi since late Nov, she
now waits to return to the village
she was taken from at age 10 by a
trafficker who promised a better
life.

Eight-year-old Nisha left
Khunti with her parents,
unaware she would soon be
abandoned on a train with only a
mobile phone. Found at Anand
Vihar station six months ago, she
has been in a children's home

while authorities traced her fam-
ily. The inquiry led to her grand-
mother, who is eager to take her
back despite her own hardship.
Nisha will return once officials
finalise a rehabilitation plan and
enrol her in a residential school.

In Jan, Rashi and 17 other
children boarded a train from
Ranchi, lured by a woman traf-
ficker who promised a fun trip to
Delhi and work to ease their fam-
ilies' poverty. Before they
reached the Capital, an alert
from Jharkhand Police led to
their rescue at a Delhi station.
Four of them - including Rashi -
were shown as adults after the
trafficker produced birth certifi-
cates. With no long-term support
for those just above 18, Rashi
was sent back to the home she
had earlier fled.

These cases of girls aged 8 to

18 illustrate a growing pattern-
of minors falling prey to unsafe
migration routes or organised
trafficking networks. Children
reported missing in village police
stations often resurface in NCR,
trapped by placement agencies,
intermediaries or employers who
treat them as bonded workers.
Salaries are diverted to agents
posing as relatives, and the girls
are denied phones, mobility and
contact with their families.

On the eve of Women's Day,
Media visited the IRRC facility
run by Jharkhand Bhavan, where
case files and counselling reports
reveal how traffickers continue
to expand their networks despite
tighter enforcement. They rou-
tinely forge Aadhaar and birth
certificates to avoid arrest.

Since 2015, the IRRC has
restored 1,077 Jharkhand chil-

dren to their families or to insti-
tutional care in tribal districts.
Nodal officer Nachiketa said that
in the current financial year
(2025-26), 122 children have
been returned so far. Of all repa-
triations since inception, 98%
are girls. Each year, 20-25 chil-
dren from other source states
such as Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
Assam and Nepal are also res-
cued.

Most rescues take place
across NCR - Gurgaon,
Faridabad, Noida and Ghaziabad
- though teams have travelled to
UP, Haryana, Punjab and even
Telangana, where six children
were recently recovered from a
biscuit factory.

Working out of a facility in
Vasant Kunj, the team keeps a
ready space for children brought
directly from households before

they are escorted to their vil-
lages. The 24x7 unit responds to
calls from district administra-
tions, police and citizens on its
helpline 10582.

"Case after case shows that
social vulnerabilities push chil-
dren into trafficking," Nachiketa
said. "It's not just poverty - sin-
gle-parent homes, children left
with siblings while parents
migrate for work, or families
where survival needs overshad-
ow childcare make them easy
targets."

The trafficking chain, she
said, is layered to avoid detec-
tion. Each trafficker through the
chain of intermediaries from the
stage of acquiring the child to
placing the child through agents
in a home as a househelp proba-
bly makes around Rs 1 lakh from
one child over a year," she

added."The children get nothing-
their wages go to traffickers, they
have no phones, no freedom, and
are kept like bonded labour,"
Nachiketa said.After restoration,
the IRRC monitors each child for
three months, ensuring access to
schooling, skilling and state-
sponsored support. But girls who
turn 18 before or during repatri-
ation often fall through systemic
gaps. "We need support beyond
shelter homes for young women
who are legally adults but still
extremely vulnerable,"
Nachiketa said.The National
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights, in its 2018 SOP on
repatriation of trafficked chil-
dren, acknowledged the central
role state bhawans can play in
Delhi-NCR rescues - a responsi-
bility Jharkhand Bhawan has
carried out since 2015.



