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TVK chief Vijay booked
for violating election rules
day after enterlng polls

I

New Delhi ,Agency: A case was regis-
tered on Tuesday against Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) chief Vijay for
violation of election conduct rules at
Peravallur Police Station.

According to the complaint filed by
Flying Squad Officer Kumar, Vijay
allegedly violated the Model Code of
Conduct during a public gathering by
using around 30 loudspeakers, drawing
a crowd of over 5,000 people and caus-
ing inconvenience to the public.

The complaint also stated that the
gathering led to the obstruction of a
public pathway and reportedly blocked
the movement of an ambulance, raising
concerns over public safety.

Acting on the complaint, the
Peravallur police have registered a case
under five sections, including charges
related to public nuisance, unlawful
assembly and obstruction of public
ways. The case names Vijay along with
nearly 5,000 party workers, according to
Media.

'"Dweep Shakti': Three services
conduct amphibious assaults,
maritime dominance ops

New Delhi ,Agency: In a rare show of
seamless synergy, all three services of
the armed forces jointly conducted
Dweep Shakti, a high-intensity Tri-
Service exercise, between March 24 and
March 28 to validate integrated capabil-
ity for rapid response along the coastal
and island defence operations.

During the joint exercise, the triser-
vices executed coordinated amphibious
assaults, maritime dominance opera-
tions and complex beach landing drills.

"In seamless synergy, IndianArmy,
IndianNavy and IndianAirForce execut-
ed coordinated amphibious assaults,
maritime dominance operations and
complex beach landing drills employing
Next-Generation Equipment and
drones, reaffirming precision, jointness
and mission-ready interoperability,” the
Army posted on X. It also shared some
photos of the military drill.

The exercise also refined integrated
tactics, techniques and procedures, rein-
forcing the armed forces' growing multi-
domain capability and steadfast com-
mitment to securing India's maritime
frontiers and island territories, it said.

India sends 7,000 tonnes
diesel to Bangladesh

New Delhi ,Agency: Bangladesh is
receiving a fresh consignment of 7,000
tonnes of diesel through a pipeline from
India's Numaligarh refinery, with energy
minister Igbal Hasan Mahmud Tuku
Monday telling Parliament that fuel
hoarding - not a supply shortage amid
the West Asia crisis - is the bigger con-
cern.

The fuel began arriving through the
India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline
Saturday evening and is expected to be
fully delivered by Tuesday. Earlier,
15,000 tonnes were brought via the
pipeline, after a 5,000-tonne shipment
from March 25, to meet the needs of
Bangladesh, heavily dependent on Gulf
imports.

Officials said Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation is prioritising pipeline
imports alongside sea routes, with sup-
ply steady.

India sends 7,000 tonnes

diesel to Bangladesh

New Delhi ,Agency: Bangladesh is
receiving a fresh consignment of 7,000
tonnes of diesel through a pipeline from
India's Numaligarh refinery, with energy
minister Igbal Hasan Mahmud Tuku
Monday telling Parliament that fuel
hoarding - not a supply shortage amid
the West Asia crisis - is the bigger con-
cern.The fuel began arriving through the
India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline
Saturday evening and is expected to be
fully delivered by Tuesday.

Birhor Girl Becomes Nurse with Tata Steel Foundation Support

First-generation learner from Jharkhand secures job in Bengaluru hospital

Jamshedpur : In an inspiring story
of determination and transformation,
a 21-year-old woman from the Birhor
community, one of India’s Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs),
has successfully built a career in nurs-
ing with support from Tata Steel
Foundation.

Hailing from Chhota Banki village in
East Singhbhum district, Balika
Birhor grew up in a financially con-
strained household where her parents
earned a modest income through for-
est-based activities. Despite limited
exposure and opportunities, she pur-
sued education with resilience as a
first-generation learner.

A turning point in her journey came
when Tata Steel Foundation facilitated
her admission to Carmel School,
Chakradharpur, where she completed
her matriculation with 82% in 2020.
She later pursued Intermediate
Science from St. Xavier’s Inter
College, Lupungutu, strengthening her
academic foundation.

15 major terror groups still

b i
After facing uncertainty about higher
education, Balika received guidance

under Project Aakanksha, an initiative
focused on educating youth from

PVTG communities. Through coun-
selling, career assessments, and family
engagement, the programme helped
her overcome social and economic
barriers.

Further support wunder Project
Samriddhi enabled her to prepare for
nursing entrance examinations. She
secured admission to the General
Nursing and Midwifery (GNM) pro-
gramme at Narayana Hrudayalaya
College of Nursing, Bengaluru. The
Foundation also supported her transi-
tion, including her first-ever air travel.
Balika has now completed her training
and secured a position as a staff nurse
at Narayana Hrudayalaya Hospital,
Bengaluru, with an annual package of
3 lakh. She is set to join in April 2026.
Her journey not only reflects personal
determination but also highlights the
impact of structured institutional sup-
port. Balika now aims to serve her
community by promoting health
awareness and improving living condi-
tions, inspiring others to pursue edu-
cation and professional careers.

Centre kept Article 370 plan
secret, but NC's Gul knew it

have safe haven in Pak

New Delhi ,Agency: At a
time when Pakistan has insert-
ed itself in the West Asia frame
and proposed to position itself
as a mediator, the latest US
congressional research service
(CRS) report offers a sharp
reality check. It says Pakistan
remains a sanctuary for a wide
array of terrorist groups despite
decades of state-led military
offensives and strategic policy
shifts.

Despite the 2014 National
Action Plan's mandate to dis-
mantle all armed militias, 15
major groups continue to oper-
ate across five broad categories
- globally oriented,
Afghanistan-oriented, India-
and Kashmir-oriented, domes-
tically oriented, and sectarian,
the report noted.

Twelve of these 15 groups
are designated as Foreign
Terrorist Organisations (FTOs)
under US law, with most ani-
mated by extremist ideology.

The report underscores a fun-
damental failure in dismantling
these networks, noting that
both US- and UN-designated
terrorist organisations continue
to operate openly on Pakistani
soil. Particular emphasis is
placed on India-centric groups
like Hizbul Mujahideen and
Jaish-e-Muhammed, which
maintain active cadres of 1,500
and 500 armed supporters,
respectively.

On the regional front,
Pakistan remains a base for

ATIIMS Delhi trained nurse Nisha Mehta

appointed as Nepal health minister

New Delhi ,Agency: In the
wards of AIIMS Delhi, Nisha
Mehta trained as a nurse. Today,
she stands at the helm of Nepal's
healthcare system. An alumna of
the institution's College of
Nursing (2006-2010), Mehta's
appointment as Nepal's health
minister is seen as a milestone
not just for the facility but for the
entire nursing profession.

Those who knew her as a stu-
dent recall a personality that did
not seek attention, but stood out
nonetheless.

Dr Latha Venkatesan, princi-
pal of her alma mater, said that
Mehta was an active and well-
rounded student, balancing aca-
demics with co-curricular activi-
ties while handling responsibili-
ties with ease. She was organised,
dependable and had strong inter-
personal skills.

Nisha Mehta had a natural
ability to coordinate and repre-
sent, reflecting leadership quali-
ties even then,” Dr Latha
Venkatesan, principal of her alma

Delhi-bound

mater, said, though noting that
Mehta was not politically active
during her student years.

Former institute principal Dr
Manju Vatsa remembers the stu-
dent differently - quieter,
reserved, but remarkable.

"Nisha Mehta was a very seri-
ous and highly intelligent stu-
dent, efficient in her work and
studies," she said, adding, "Her
discipline and focus stood out."

There were no clear signs then
that the Nepal health minister
had a future in politics. She was
not among the outspoken stu-
dents.

Yet, educators say her journey
reflects something deeper - the
power of consistency, discipline
and professional grounding.

humanitarian

India-oriented groups
Lashkar-e-Taiba (responsible
for the 2008 Mumbai attacks),
Jaish and Hizbul, which seek
the annexation of Kashmir.
While Islamabad accuses
India of backing militants in
Balochistan
Pakhtunkhwa - charges India
denies - US officials have con-
versely linked the Haqqgani
Network, led by Afghanistan's
interior minister Sirajuddin
Haqqani,
intelligence services.

like

and  Khyber

to Pakistan's own

all along, says Omar

SRINAGAR ,Agency:
While the Centre took all
by surprise by announc-
ing the abrogation of
Article 370 on August 5,
2019, there was one per-
son in J&K who knew it
beforehand, CM Omar
Abdullah said in the
assembly Monday, apologiz-
ing to the party chief whip,
Mubarak Gul, for not heed-
ing to his foreboding then.

Omar made the state-
ment while speaking on a
bill Gul moved to enhance
the salary of the chief whip
on the lines of other states.
While the CM rejected the
bill, he praised Gul for polit-
ical acumen.

He said amid widespread
uncertainty in J&K, politi-
cians huddled to debate pos-
sible situations on August 3,
2019.

"At that time, Mubarak
Gul stood up and thumped
the table, telling us that

Census 2027 starts April 1,
means data Wlll be avallable same year

New Delhi ,Agency: A
good share of Census 2027
datasets may be released in
the same year, thanks to the
capturing of data in digital
mode right from the outset,
Registrar General of India
and census commissioner
Mritunjay Kumar Narayan
assured ahead of the launch
of Census 2027, the world's
largest and India's first-ever
digital population data cap-
ture.

"Earlier, census data was
first collected on paper and
then digitised, making com-
pilation a time-consuming
process. Collection of data
digitally will ensure Census
2027 datasets are out much
faster," he said.

Appealing to citizens to
participate wholeheartedly
in the census, Narayan
asked them to furnish accu-
rate information as census
data is key for shaping poli-
cy and socio-economic

| 2

Article 370 and 35A would
be abrogated, and J&K
would be bifurcated and
turned into an UT," National
Conference chairperson
said, recalling he had dis-
missed Gul's warning.

"I told him if the Centre
had to do it, they would do it
around Lok Sabha polls to
gain a few seats. Why would
they do it four-and-a-half
years before the election?"
Omar said.

"The meeting ended and
we all went home," Omar
said, adding, "but on August
5, 2019, when our houses
were locked and I saw the
news on television, I could
only think of Mubarak Gul."

digital mode

interventions.

1st 15 days of 45-day
house visit period are for
self-enumeration

Registrar general and
census commissioner
Mritunjay Kumar Narayan
also hoped a good percent-
age of people will opt for
self-enumeration, another
first in the history of Indian
Census, via the dedicated
portal that lists tooltips and
FAQs to guide users through
the process.

The houselisting opera-
tions (HLO) phase of census
- which will collect data on

New Delhi ,Agency: A
plane was reportedly target-
ed by a US airstrike as it was
flying towards India to col-
lect humanitarian  aid.
"Mahan Air aircraft was hit
by the US in an airstrike at
Mashhad Airport. The plane
was reportedly scheduled to
fly to Delhi for humanitarian
aid," said Iran sources, as
quoted by Media.

According to reports, the
aircraft was expected to
arrive in New Delhi in the
coming days to transport
humanitarian supplies which
includes medicines.

This comes weeks after
the first shipment sent by
India was delivered and
received by the Iranian Red
Crescent Society earlier this
month. The assistance comes
as Iran continues to grapple
with casualties and pressure

= .
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on its healthcare system
amid the ongoing US-Israel
conflict.

Meanwhile, in a symbolic
gesture, Iran also launched
missiles toward Israel carry-
ing messages of gratitude to
those who gave support to

L ol
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Tehran, including one
thanking the people of India.

In the overall context of
conflict, the Iran-US-Israel
war has intensified into a
multi-front confrontation,
with ongoing strikes, missile
attacks and expanding

regional fallout even as
diplomatic efforts remain
uncertain. Iran has denied
participating in mediation
initiatives, including those
proposed by Pakistan, while
continuing retaliatory
attacks on infrastructure in
Israel and Gulf states.

In a recent development,
Trump issued fresh warning
to Iran, calling to open the
Strait of Hormuz.

"The United States of
America is in serious discus-
sions with A NEW, AND
MORE REASONABLE,
REGIME to end our Military
Operations in Iran," said
Trump on Truth Social.

"Great progress has been
made but, if for any reason a
deal is not shortly reached,
which it probably will be,
and if the Hormuz Strait is
not immediately 'Open for

and
amenities - gets under way
on April 1 across eight states
and UTs, including Delhi's

housing conditions

NDMC and cantonment
area. All states/UTs, too,
barring West Bengal, have
chosen separate HLO time-
lines between April and
Sept.

The first 15 days of the
45-day HLO period are
exclusively for self-enumer-
ation, another first in the
history of the census. Over
the next 30 days, field visits
will be undertaken by over
30 lakh enumerators.

aid flight hit in US strike, claims Iran

Business,' we will conclude
our lovely 'stay' in Iran by
blowing up and completely
obliterating all of their
Electric Generating Plants,
0il Wells and Kharg Island
(and possibly all desaliniza-
tion plants!), which we have
purposefully not yet
'touched.' This will be in ret-
ribution for our many sol-
diers, and others, that Iran
has butchered and killed
over the old Regime's 47
year 'Reign of Terror," he
added.

The US and Israel have
sustained military pressure
on Iranian targets, alongside
signals of possible negotia-
tions. The escalating hostili-
ties have also rattled global
energy markets, with rising
oil prices driven by fears of
disruption in the Strait of
Hormuz.



