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Uttarakhand CM inspects
Champawat science centre, high-
lights youth innovation, education

Champawat, Agency: Uttarakhand
chief minister Pushkar Singh Dhami,
during his visit to Champawat district on
Tuesday, conducted an on-site inspec-
tion of the under-construction state-of-
the-art science centre being built at a
cost of approximately Rs 55.52 crore,
according to an official release.

He closely reviewed the quality,
progress, and timeliness of the construc-
tion work and issued necessary direc-
tions to the concerned officials.

During the inspection, the chief min-
ister examined the proposed scientific
galleries and the four-storey science
campus facilities. The campus will
include a hostel for 40 students, staff
quarters, and other essential amenities,
making it an important residential scien-
tific learning centre for students. On this
occasion, director general of UCOST,
Durgesh Pant, informed that the two-
storey science gallery block will feature a
"Fun Science Gallery," exhibition halls,
science and agriculture galleries, a train-
ing hall, and a modern astronomy gallery.
Additionally, the premises will include a
120-seat auditorium, a modern 71-seat
planetarium (with inner and outer dome
facilities), and world-class conference
and development halls for staff. After the
inspection, the chief minister also
reviewed science models prepared by stu-
dents from various schools and interact-
ed with them, encouraging the young
innovators.

Nitish Kumar's key aide is
new Information and
Broadcasting Secretary

New Delhi, Agency: Chanchal
Kumar, a 1992-batch IAS officer of the
Bihar cadre, who was on March 31
appointed as Secretary in the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, has been
a long-time associate of outgoing Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. Before his
new role, Kumar was heading the
Ministry of Development of North
Eastern Region (DoNER) as Secretary.
He has also served for several years in
the Bihar Chief Minister's Secretariat,
including as Principal Secretary from
June 2016 to January 2022. During his
tenure in Bihar, Kumar handled multiple
important portfolios, including positions
in the General Administration and
Public Grievances departments.

In 2022, he was sent on central depu-
tation, where he held several important
assignments, including as Managing
Director of the National Highways &
Infrastructure Development Corporation
Limited (NHIDCL) from 2022 to 2023.
He was also Officer on Special Duty in
the Ministry of Civil Aviation in 2023. In
September 2023, Kumar was appointed
Secretary in the Ministry of DoNER,
where he oversaw infrastructure and
connectivity-led development initiatives.

Met dept warns of wide-
spread heatwave, flags

crop stress risks

New Delhi, Agency: Most parts of
East and East-Central India, including
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and
Bihar, are likely to record an above-nor-
mal number of heatwave days during
April-June. The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Tuesday said
above-normal heatwave days are expect-
ed across most parts of the country,
including Rajasthan, Gujarat, Haryana,
Punjab, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, coastal Tamil Nadu and north-
ern parts of Karnataka during the April-
June period.

In April, coastal areas of Odisha, West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
are likely to record above-normal heat-
wave days. Rainfall during the month is
expected to be normal to above normal
over most parts of the country, except in
the North-East, where below-normal
rainfall is forecast.

Maximum temperatures are likely to
remain normal to below normal over
many parts of the country. However,
above-normal maximum temperatures
are expected over most parts of East and
North-East India, as well as eastern parts
of central India and adjoining peninsular
regions. Night-time temperatures are
likely to be above normal over most
regions, except parts of Maharashtra and
Telangana. In March, rainfall over India
was recorded at 33.7 mm, the 10th high-
est since 2001, the IMD said. Heatwave
conditions prevailed over Gujarat,
Vidarbha and southern parts of
Himachal Pradesh between March 5 and
15 due to the absence of any active west-
ern disturbance. The IMD warned that
significant heat stress during the repro-
ductive stages of crops such as boro rice,
maize, green gram, black gram and veg-
etables, including tomato, chilli and
brinjal, could lead to poor grain setting,
flower drop and reduced yields in East
and North-East India, North-West India
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NTPC Mining Becomes Dedicated Arm, Exceeds 44 MMT Output

BNM@MISGELLANEQUS

New structure, record coal pro-
duction boost Indla S energy goals

New Delhi : NTPC Mining
Limited has officially emerged
as a dedicated mining entity
following the transfer of all
mining assets from NTPC
Limited, marking a major step
toward strengthening India’s
energy security.

The transition, effective
April 1, 2026, positions the
company as a full-fledged
mining arm focused on sup-
porting the country’s push for
self-reliance ~ under  the
Atmanirbhar Bharat vision.

In a significant achieve-
ment, NTPC Mining Limited

activities have commenced at

e R

the Pakri-Barwadih (North-
West) Captive Mine Project.
The Commercial Operation
Date for the project has been
declared effective April 1,
2026, adding to the company’s
production capabilities.

With consolidated mining
assets, the launch of a new
operational mine, and record
output figures, NTPC Mining
Limited has reinforced its
position as a key contributor
to India’s growing energy
demands. The development
underscores the company’s

recorded coal production of
44.16 million metric tonnes
(MMT) in FY 2025-26. This

represents a 5.1% increase
over the previous year and
surpasses the target set by the

Government of India. The
company’s cumulative coal
production has now crossed

190 MMT since inception.
Further strengthening its
operational capacity, mining

86 per cent in India report workplace
dlsruptlons, above global levels

New Delhi, Agency:
India's workforce is facing a
sharper disruption than the rest
of the world's - but is also
adapting faster, with 86%
reporting major workplace
changes in the past year, far
above global levels, and 89%
actively building new skills to
stay relevant.Exclusively
accessed by Media, the 2026
Human Progress Report by ETS
(Educational Testing Service), a
global non-profit that designs
assessments like TOEFL and
GRE and tracks workforce
readiness trends, flags a defin-
ing shift. Job security is no
longer about tenure, but adapt-
ability. As Al reshapes work and
roles evolve rapidly, Indian
workers are leaning heavily into
continuous learning and skill
validation to stay competitive.

Globally, 67% of workers g6.
reported at least one major
workplace disruption, but India
is among the hardest hit mar-
kets. Nearly 98% of workers

New Delhl, Agency: On the
back of a massive surge in global
oil and natural gas prices, the
Union Government on
Wednesday clarified that prices
of petrol, diesel and domestic
LPG - the principal fuels that
India  uses - remained
unchanged. Only the price of
commercial LPG has risen today
by Rs 195.50. A 19-kg commercial
LPG cylinder now costs Rs
2,078.50 in Delhi, according to
state-owned oil companies.

Rates were last increased by
Rs 114.5 per 19-kg cylinder on
March 1. On the first of every
month, state-owned Indian Oil
Corporation, Bharat Petroleum
and Hindustan Petroleum revise
Air Turbine Fuel and LPG prices,
depending on global benchmarks
and the exchange rate.

For the general public, nothing
changes because regular petrol
and diesel prices - the fuel that
India runs on - are unchanged.

ability to scale operations effi-
ciently while aligning with
national energy priorities.

X urges government to review
order blocking 12 user accountsl'

New Delhi, Agency: X
Corp has informed the Delhi
high court that it has asked
the central government to

reconsider its March 18
directive to block 12
accounts, stating that the

order is "disproportionate".
The Centre cited the use of
deep fakes and the spread of
"false narratives" as the rea-
son for its crackdown on
social media content. One of
the affected accounts is Dr
Nimo Yadav, operated by
Prateek Sharma, who moved

here report facing at least one
barrier to professional success,
underscoring the pressure to
constantly upskill.

Yet, India also stands out for
resilience. The country record-
ed a Human Progress Index
score of 114.4, significantly
above the global average of
7. The report shows Indian
workers are actively future-
proofing. Nearly nine in ten say
they are developing new skills,
while 90% believe verified cre-

Petrol, diesel, LPG prices: What
has changed for common con-

dentials are essential as skill
demands shift. "In the face of a
changing job landscape, work-
ers are quickly adapting," said
Amit Sevak, CEO of ETS.
"Adaptability is becoming the
new 'must have' skill."

A key driver of this shift is Al
Indian workers estimate that
over 42% of their tasks involve
Al tools, higher than the global
average, and 78% say they use
Al primarily to remain compet-
itive, not by choice.

the HC seeking access to the
blocking order.

In response, X submitted
before Justice Purushaindra
K Kaurav it is taking steps in
connection with the order,
and has written to ministry of
electronics & information
technology, arguing that a
majority of the content does
not violate Section 69A of the
IT Act, 2000.

Among other affected
accounts are Bhavika Kapoor,

Ashok Swain, @Nher_who,

@ActivistSandeep, @mrje-
thwani_, @indian_armada,
@Doc_RGM and
@DuckKiBaat.

In an affidavit before the
high court, X has given the
case of Nimo Yadav, disclos-
ing that the central govt has
acted against the parody
account for "spreading false
narratives involving the PM"
and "portraying him in bad
taste". The social media giant
has also flagged what it sees
as a violation of the principles
of natural justice, pointing
out that "no opportunity of
hearing has been granted to
any of the account holders
whose accounts have been

Final deadline for CGHS hospitals

Comply by Aprll 30 or lose empanelment

New Delhl, Agency: The

Petrol still costs Rs 94.77/litre
and diesel Rs 87.67/litre in Delhi.
This remains possible because
after global petroleum prices ris-
ing by up to 100 per cent in the
last one month, PSU OMCs are
incurring under-recoveries of Rs
24.40/litre on petrol and Rs
104.99/litre on diesel at the RSP
level, as on April 1, 2026.

Every petrol pump in India
continues to offer regular petrol
and diesel at unchanged prices,
even as prices in countries all
over the world have risen by 30-

Centre has given private hos-
pitals one final window to stay
on the Central Government
Health Scheme (CGHS)
panel, extending the deadline
for mandatory empanelment
formalities to April 30, 2026,
while making it clear that no
further extension will be
granted.

An office memorandum
issued by the Director, CGHS,
Dr Satheesh Y H, on March 28
allows hospitals to sign their
Memorandum of Agreement
(MoA) to complete the
process by the new deadline.
The extension, from the earli-
er March 31 cut-off, comes
after several hospitals flagged
technical hurdles on the
newly rolled out HEM 2.0
portal - the government's dig-
ital platform meant to stream-
line empanelment by moving
applications and approvals

While the transition is
aimed at improving trans-
parency, it has slowed sub-
missions. At the same time,
the government has drawn a
hard line: hospitals failing to
comply by April 30 will be de-
empanelled from May 1, mak-
ing them ineligible to treat
CGHS patients or raise
claims, with re-entry requir-
ing a fresh application.

Empanelment is directly
tied to payments-only hospi-
tals on the CGHS panel can
treat beneficiaries and raise
claims, making delays or laps-
es in the process a direct hit
on both patient access and

hospital cash flows.

Once empanelled, claims
are processed within defined
timelines, officials said, not-
ing that settlement typically
takes up to 9o days, with
delays largely arising from
queries or documentation
gaps. The official also pointed
to revised CGHS rates in
October 2025 and existing
provisions to penalise hospi-
tals for denial or delay in
treatment. However, this offi-
cial view contrasts with feed-
back from the ground. Patient
groups say delays and access
issues persist, reflecting deep-
er systemic gaps. "CGHS ben-
eficiaries today are caught in a
system marked by delays,
uneven access, and weak
accountability,” said TK
Damodaran, general secretary
of the CGHS Beneficiaries
Welfare Association of India,
noting that complaints often

50 per cent.

online.

remain unresolved and dis-

Leander exits TMC, joins BJP 'to serve youth and countrymen'

Kolkata, Agency: Olympic bronze
medallist and multiple Grand Slam
doubles champion Leander Paes
crossed over to the BJP on Tuesday,
exiting the Trinamool Congress after a
brief stint.

At BJP headquarters in New Delhi,
Paes, 52, framed the move as a new
"responsibility” after four decades in
sport. "I have played for the country... I
wish to serve youth and countrymen
now," he said, thanking PM Narendra
Modi for the opportunity. Party func-
tionaries pitched the tennis legend's
entry as a signal to urban voters and
younger demographics, pushing back
against criticism that the BJP focuses
narrowly on Hindu causes.

Junior Union minister Sukanta
Majumdar called Paes "a son of
Bengal", citing his upbringing in
Kolkata and lineage tracing back to
19th-century poet and playwright
Michael Madhusudan Dutt. Party func-
tionaries expect his profile - Christian,
Goan roots, Kolkata upbringing - to
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widen outreach among non-Hindu
communities and the urban middle
class.

Paes had met BJP national president
Nitin Nabin in Kolkata last week,
fuelling speculation. He was inducted
by the minority affairs minister Kiren
Rijiju along with senior netas. BJP
insiders said his proximity to Rijiju

L ol

dates back to 2019-21, when the latter
handled the sports portfolio. "We have
74.5 crore youth. We need to build a
future for them," Paes said.

Rijiju called the entry a "moment of
pride", describing Paes as an iconic fig-
ure inspired by the government's
sports push. Paes had joined
Trinamool in 2021 and campaigned in

the Goa polls during the party's expan-
sion attempt that later faltered.

Trinamool's reaction ranged from
guarded to pointed. One functionary
declined to comment. Another said,
"The Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026,
will be discussed in Lok Sabha on
Wednesday. Our MP, Saugata Roy, will
speak against it. Hopefully, Paes will
express his views on this since
Trinamool and the Christian communi-
ty oppose the bill strongly. Now that he
will campaign, we hope he will open up
on the anti-conversion statutes in 13
states."

Voices from sports and Christian cir-
cles struck mixed notes. Former India
Davis Cup captain Jaidip Mukerjea
said sportspersons should focus on
sport. "Joining just before assembly
elections also isn't proper... timing
wrong," he said. Father Gregory
Monteiro called the move unexpected
but a personal choice, hoping it would
benefit the community.



