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Murals of memory:

Parliament's walls tell story of India’s civilisational journey

New Delhi, Agency: In the
quiet corridors of Samvidhan
Sadan, history does not merely
sit in archives, it unfolds across
walls in sweeping strokes of
colour and form.The release of
"Tides of Time: Bharat's History
Through Murals in Parliament"”
by Sudha Murty has brought
renewed attention to one of the
most evocative yet often over-
looked elements of India's par-
liamentary heritage - the murals
that line its walls.Unveiled by
Vice-President (VP) CP
Radhakrishnan and Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, the book is as
much about art as it is about
identity. It reopens a visual
archive that traces India's jour-
ney from ancient civilisations to
the freedom struggle, captured
across decades by some of the
country's most distinguished
artists.

For Birla, the murals are far

more than aesthetic additions to
Parliament's walls. "The murals
in Samvidhan Sadan serve as a
vivid visual narrative of India's
extraordinary journey," he said,
pointing out that they capture
not only ancient traditions and
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cultural evolution but also the
country's long and arduous
struggle for independence. He
added that by presenting these
stories in an engaging format,
the book "acts as a bridge
between the past and the pres-

ent, inspiring future generations
to embrace the values of service,
dedication and nation-building".

The story of these murals
dates back to the early years after
Independence, when India was
in the process of redefining itself.
As colonial symbols were dis-
mantled, including portraits of
British viceroys in Parliament,
there emerged a conscious effort
to reclaim national space
through indigenous expression.
It was in this moment that GV
Mavalankar , the then Speaker of
Lok Sabha, envisioned art as a
powerful medium to revive
national consciousness.

He believed Parliament
should not merely function as a
legislative space, but also inspire
those within it. Paintings, murals
and sculptures, he argued, could
create an ambience where law-
makers are constantly reminded
of the nation's "traditions and

greatness".

That vision took shape over
the following decades. Between
the 1950s and 1990s, a remark-
able suite of 58 murals came to
adorn the corridors of
Parliament. Created using the
tempera technique, chosen for
its durability in Delhi's climate,
these works were crafted by lead-
ing figures of Indian art, includ-
ing KC S Paniker, Sarada Ukil
and NS Bendre. Despite their
diverse artistic styles and region-
al influences, the murals come
together as a cohesive narrative,
depicting India's land, its people,
spiritual traditions, intellectual
achievements and defining his-
torical moments. From the Indus
Valley Civilisation to the Bhakti
movement, from ancient
republics to the freedom strug-
gle, theSE offer a sweeping visu-
al chronicle of the nation.

Echoing this sentiment, VP CP

on

Following the notification,
restrictions have been

Radhakrishnan described the
murals as "not merely works of
art but visual narratives reflect-
ing India's civilisational jour-
ney". Highlighting the country's
deep democratic roots, he said
Bharat has long been the "moth-
er of democracy”, with traditions
that are continuous, inclusive
and deeply embedded in society.

He also emphasised the
enduring relevance of
Parliament as a space of dialogue
and deliberation. "Parliament
represents dialogue, debate, dis-
sent and discussion, but all must
ultimately contribute to deci-
sion-making in the national
interest," he said, adding that the
book brings alive the "timeless
beauty and profound symbol-
ism" of these murals. For Sudha
Murty, the project stems from a
concern that younger genera-
tions are increasingly discon-
nected from history.

Delhi issues preliminary notification for land acquisition in Palam village

New Delhi, Agency: The
Government

Delhi Police reunite 154 missing
persons, including 39 kids, with

families in southwest Delhi

New Delhi, Agency: In a significant
success under "Operation Milap," the
South-West District Police have traced and
reunited 155 missing persons, including 39
children, with their families during the
month of March, officials said on
Thursday. According to police, the recov-
ered individuals include 39 missing or kid-
napped children and 116 adults, all of
whom were safely reunited with their fam-
ilies between March 1 and March 31.

The operation forms part of a broader
effort, under which a total of 348 missing
persons, including 98 minors and 250
adults, have been traced in the district so
far this year. The prompt action was initi-
ated immediately after receiving com-
plaints of missing or kidnapped individu-
als. Search operations involved extensive
local enquiries, scanning of CCTV footage,
and dissemination of photographs at key
public locations such as auto stands, e-
rickshaw stands, bus terminals, and rail-
way stations, Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Southwest) Amit Goel said in a
press statement. The DCP added that the
cops also engaged with transport workers,
including bus drivers and conductors, as
well as local vendors, to track the move-
ment of missing persons.

Green Action Plan 2026-27
Delhi sets target to plant 70L+
trees, bamboo hedges
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New Delhi, Agency: The Delhi
Government has set an ambitious target of
planting over 70 lakh trees, shrubs and
bamboo hedges across the city as part of its
revised Green Action Plan (GAP) for 2026-
27. The move brings 22 departments and
agencies under a coordinated greening
effort aimed at improving the capital's air
quality and expanding its green cover.

The Department of Forests & Wildlife
has been designated as the nodal agency
and will monitor the progress of plantation
drives through the GAP portal to ensure
transparency and accountability.
Announcing the initiative, Environment
Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa said, "Our
government is deploying a multi-pronged
strategy not just to control pollution but to
exponentially increase Delhi's green cover.
Last year, we achieved massive plantations
with the participation of students, citizens,
bureaucrats, politicians, judges, digni-
taries, ambassadors of 70+ countries, and
advocates, aligning with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's 'Ek Ped Maa ke Naam'
campaign for a greener India." He further
stated, "Delhi's air quality suffered for
years due to the fake promises of previous
governments. Our commitment to protect-
ing air and building lasting green infra-
structure remains the priority, with several
measures implemented last year and con-
tinuing this year.

Wednesday issued a prelimi-
nary notification for the
acquisition of land in Palam
village for a public purpose
under the Dwarka Project
Phase-I.

District Magistrate (South-
West) issued the orders in
this regard. According to the
notification issued under the
provisions of the Right to Fair

Compensation and
Transparency  in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation

and Resettlement Act, 2013, a
total of 18 bigha of land in
Palam village, falling under
Dwarka sub-division in
South-West Delhi, has been
identified for acquisition.

The proposed acquisition
includes privately owned
agricultural land spread
across multiple survey num-
bers. The land has been ear-
marked for the development
of Dwarka Project Phase-I,
which is aimed at strengthen-

ment

51% Of CCTVs China-Made, Delhi Plans Phas

ing urban infrastructure in
the area. A Social Impact
Assessment (SIA) study for
the project was conducted by
the Indian Institute of Public
Administration,
report was
October 2024. The assess-
indicates
landowner and 14 shop ten-

Magistrate,

and the
submitted in

that one
of the Act.

ant families are likely to be
affected by the acquisition.
The Additional District

District, has been appointed
as the Administrator for car-
rying out rehabilitation and
resettlement of the affected
families, as per the provisions

fied

South-West District.

Lieutenant
South-West

course.

New Delhi, Agency:
More than half of the capital's
CCTV surveillance network
comprises Chinese-origin
cameras, prompting Delhi govt
to plan their phased removal
citing national security con-

cerns. Public Works
Department (PWD) minister
Parvesh Verma said on

Wednesday that the cameras
sourced from Chinese firm
Hikvision will gradually be
replaced across the city.

Delhi currently has over 2.7
lakh CCTV cameras, all
installed by PWD. Of these, 1.4
lakh cameras put up in phase-1
between Sept 2020 and Nov
2022 are Chinese-made, while
the rest, installed in phase 2
(June 2025 to March 2026)
are not of Chinese origin.

Flagging concerns over sur-
veillance and data security,
Verma said the decision to
install Chinese cameras raises
serious  questions. "AAP
installed these cameras with-
out thinking about long-term
security implications.

Surveillance infrastructure is
not just about visibility, it is
about control over sensitive
data," he said.

"This was not a routine pro-
curement decision. When you
deploy such systems across an
entire city, you are making a
national
Unfortunately, AAP failed to
recognise that," he added.

Initially, 50,000 Chinese
cameras have been approved
for replacement, a senior offi-
cial said, adding that efforts

ed Removal

New Delhi,
Agency: The Nuh
police arrested a want-
ed accused in theft
cases of several lakhs
of rupees involving
ATM machines. The
accused was involved
in ATM thefts in vari-
ous districts for a long
time and was abscond-
ing in several cases.

security  choice.

will also be made to rationalise
and upgrade the overall sur-
veillance network in the city.

Verma said, "We will gradu-
ally replace the cameras with
secure, trusted and updated
systems that meet current
technical standards, offer bet-
ter data security and are sup-
ported by a robust supply and
service ecosystem."

He added that the transition
will be carried out in phases to
ensure there is no disruption
in surveillance.

According to the
police, the arrested
accused was

arrested the accused.

imposed on any sale, pur-
chase, or transfer of the noti-
land without prior
approval of the Collector.
Government officials have
also been authorised to enter
and survey the land for proj-
ect-related work. Affected
persons or stakeholders can
file objections to the pro-
posed acquisition within 60
days from the date of publi-
cation of the notification.
Objections are to be submit-
ted before the Collector,
The
notification has been issued
by District Magistrate and
Collector Mekala Chaitanya
Prasad on behalf of the
Governor
Delhi. Officials stated that if
the Delhi Government is sat-
isfied that the land is required
for the stated public purpose,
a final notification for acqui-
sition will be issued in due

identified as
Aashiq, a resident of Gogjaka
village in Nuh district. He is a
proclaimed offender in a case
registered in 2018 at the
Rohtak Urban police station.
A police team had received
information that Aashiq was
present in the area. A team of
the Tauru city police station

During interrogation, it was
revealed that the accused stole
approximately Rs 40 lakhs by

Two policemen held
for robbing bizman
of Rs 8.4L

New Delhi, Agency: Soni
claimed the two accused
recorded a video of him carry-
ing Rs 10.4 lakh in cash and
threatened to send him to jail
by framing him as a smuggler of
counterfeit currency, police
said. In his complaint, Soni
alleged that the accused fled
with Rs 8.4 lakh, the police
said. "The complaint reached
the office of the Deputy
Commissioner of  Police
(Central) on March 25 and was
taken up immediately. Taking
serious note of the allegations,
of  senior officers ordered prompt
departmental action," they said.

Considering the gravity of
the complaint, both accused
were placed under suspen-
sion with immediate effect,
and a preliminary inquiry
was initiated.

Cops arrest wanted accused
in Rs 95 lakh ATM robbery

A

hacking an SBI Bank ATM
machine in Rohtak in 2018.
He also stole around Rs 23
lakhs from an ATM in Jhajjar
in 2018, and Rs 32 lakhs from
an ATM machine in the Brass
Market, Model Town police
station area of Rewari.

"The accused also has sev-
eral cases registered against
him in Delhi, including those
under the Arms Act at the
Uttam Nagar police station
and Chhawla police station.

Real-time monitoring of Yamuna, major drains from May

New Delhi, Agency: Aiming at
real-time monitoring of the Yamuna as
well as major drains that fall into it,
Delhi govt is setting up 41 online mon-
itoring stations (OLMS), of which six
will be built along different parts of the
river. The work is set to be completed
by April-end, and a tender for it was
awarded in March. Of the 41 online
stations, 35 will monitor major drains
and six will analyse the pollution load
on the river, officials said.

Delhi  environment  minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said the move is
the first step of govt's initiative to clean
up the river.

"This will bring transparency. Data
is crucial for cleaning up the river and
controlling the pollution load.
Through real-time monitoring, we will
be able to figure out the fault lines and
fix accountability," Sirsa said.

Previously, similar bids were made

e

in 2024 and 2025, and tenders were
floated but remained inconclusive. The
tenders stated that the project will
include five years of operation and
maintenance, ensuring round-the-
clock monitoring and transmission of
data to the DPCC server.The monitor-
ing will check real-time temperatures,
flow, pH, biological oxygen demand
(BOD), chemical oxygen demand
(COD), total suspended solids (TSS),
total nitrogen (TN), total phosphorus
(TP), ammonium, dissolved oxygen
and conductivity.
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Officials, however, clarified that the
OLMS will not measure fecal coliform
-- the major indicator of raw sewage.
This will be monitored manually.
Offiicals added that the manual moni-
toring of river and drains will continue
regardless of the OLMS operations.

The real-time monitoring and data
generation will start in May.

"This will be similar to real-time air
quality and noise pollution data being
displayed on the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC). The data
will be transparent and will be accessi-
ble. It will help us monitor the water
quality of the river and drains, as well
as track fluctuations in major parame-
ters in real time," an official said.

The six locations where these moni-
tors are being installed include - Palla,
ISBT bridge, ITO, Nizamuddin bridge,
Okhla barrage and Asgarpur.

DPCC currently collects water sam-

ples once a month at eight locations
along the river. Wazirabad, where
Delhi gets its drinking water from, is
notably missing from this list.

Officials, however, pointed out that
Wazirabad is being monitored by
Delhi Jal Board, though the data from
DJB is not accessible to the public.

The river enters Delhi at Palla, and
at Wazirabad loses its maximum flow
since a major chunk of water is divert-
ed for drinking. Thereafter, between
Wazirabad barrage to ISBT bridge, the
river receives its maximum pollution
load as the Najafgarh drain meets it.
This accounts for approximately 80%
of Yamuna's pollution in Delhi.

In 2018, the National Green
Tribunal-appointed Yamuna
Monitoring Committee (YMC) said
only a 2% stretch of the river, stretch-
ing 22km, accounted for 76% of the
total pollution load.



