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Won't be cowed, says Raghav,AAP
brass says he 1ndulged in 'soft PR’

New Delhi, Agency: A
day after AAP removed him as
deputy leader of the party in
the Rajya Sabha, Raghav
Chadha declared that he
would not be cowed by
attempts to silence him, draw-
ing a fierce backlash from his
colleagues.

Senior AAP members
accused Chadha of being
scared of PM Narendra Modi
and not raising issues tied to
the party's stand. They men-
tioned his failure to sign the
notice seeking the removal of
CEC Gyanesh Kumar, and
defying the party line on walk-
outs over issues in the House.
Chadha was accused by
Punjab CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann, leader of the party in
the Rajya Sabha Sanjay Singh,

and leader of the opposition in
Delhi, and Atishi of engaging
in "soft PR" in Parliament.
Asked by a journalist if he
believed Chadha was compro-
mised, Mann replied, "Yes".
Mann criticised Raghav
Chadha for raising issues such
as the price of samosas at air-

ports while ignoring core
issues prioritised by AAP, and
accused him of deviating from
the party line.

Mann said, "If the party
gives a line to raise specific
issues, such as valid votes
being deleted (in West
Bengal), 160 AAP leaders and

volunteers being booked in
Gujarat, or Punjab's issues,
like attempts to polarise com-
munities, MSP, Centre hold-
ing back GST funds or rural
development fund but some-
one raises issues of samosas at
airports or pizza delivery
time, won't it raise doubts that
he is talking from a different
station?" 'Jo Dar Gaya Samjho
Mar Gaya' jibe (those who live
in fear are as good as dead),
AAP leaders taunted their
estranged colleague.

The slugfest started after
Chadha, an RS MP from
Punjab since 2022, put out a
video message on X. "To those
who have snatched my right to
speak in Parliament, I would
like to say don't take my
silence for defeat.

'Mastermind' behind judge hostage
drama in Bengal arrested at airport

New Delhi, Agency:
The West Bengal Police
on Friday arrested the
alleged mastermind
behind the gherao of
seven judicial officers in
Malda district from
Siliguri's Bagdogra air-
port. The accused, identi-
fied as Mofakkarul Islam,
was arrested at the
Bagdogra airport on
Friday morning while he
was apparently trying to
flee. An NIA probe has
been ordered by the
Election Commission into
the incident as per the
directions of the Supreme
Court.

The NIA team visited
the Mothabari and
Kaliachak police stations
in Malda on Thursday to
probe into the illegal con-
finement of seven judicial
officers by protesting

locals over the deletlon of
names during the special
intensive revision of elec-
toral rolls, official sources
said. The 24-member
team of the federal anti-
terror probe agency, led
by a DIG-ranked official,
spoke to the police and
other personnel at
Mothabari and collected
samples from the spot,
where a mob had gath-
ered and allegedly hurled
bricks at vehicles when
security forces tried to lift
the blockade.

Following the arrest of

Mofakkarul Islam, a new
political flashpoint
emerged between the rul-
ing TMC and the BJP.
The TMC claimed that
Islam and two others --
with one being the hus-
band of a Bihar BJP
leader -- are BJP agents,
while the BJP alleged that
Islam was close to the rul-
ing party and shared
series of pictures on social
media, showing him on
posters and on stage with
TMC chief and West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

Over 100 fall ill after suspected sewage Russia offers to scale up crude
contamination in Jaipur locality

New Delhi, Agency:
Hundreds of residents of the
Sushilpura area here have fallen
ill over the last week, allegedly
due to sewage contamination of
the drinking water supply, spark-
ing a health scare.

Several residents have report-
ed similar symptoms such as
vomiting, diarrhoea, stomach
pain, nausea, and fever, with chil-
dren and the elderly among the
worst affected. Locals claim the
crisis has impacted nearly every
household, forcing many to rely
on water tankers or buy packaged
drinking water.

Pooran Mal Kumawat, a resi-
dent, said his family has been
unwell for several days.

"We have all been suffering
from diarrhoea and weakness.
My wife even had to take injec-
tions," he said.

Another resident, Janki Saini,
said the situation has become
increasingly difficult. "All three of
my children are suffering from
stomach pain and fever, and we
are arranging water from out-

side," she said.

Jagdish Sahu, who has spent
thousands of rupees on medical
treatment so far, highlighted the
financial burden caused by the
crisis. "My mother and I are
unwell, and I had to take my son
for treatment. We are buying
water daily, which is adding to
our expenses," he said.

According to the residents, the
problem began after road con-
struction work in the area
allegedly damaged underground
pipelines, leading to sewage mix-
ing with drinking water.
Overflowing drains and broken
streets have further worsened
conditions, they said.

Dr Anil Mehta, in charge of a
nearby government dispensary,

NCERT granted deemed-
to-be university status

New Delhi, Agency: The
Education Ministry has noti- ,
fied the National Council of /
Educational Research and |
Training as a deemed-to-be
university, enabling it to offer
academic programmes and
confer degrees - a significant
structural shift in India's educa-
tion landscape. NCERT will now
be able to offer undergraduate,
postgraduate, doctoral and
research programmes, and will
function under the norms and reg-
ulatory framework of the
University Grants Commission.

Six of its constituent institu-
tions will come under this frame-

work, including the Regional
Institutes of Education in
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,

Odisha and Karnataka; the North
East Regional Institute of
Education in Meghalaya; and the
Pandit Sunderlal Sharma Central
Institute of Vocational Education
in Madhya Pradesh.

According to the notification,

———_ NCERT can launch new
/ LT

=7  academic programmes,

' including off—campus
! and offshore centres, in
/ line with UGC guide-

ﬂ-'ﬂli.:mﬂ/ lines. It has also been

- directed to expand
research, doctoral and innovative
academic offerings in alignment
with the National Education
Policy 2020.

NCERT had applied for
deemed university status under a
"distinct category” in September
2022. Following recommenda-
tions by the UGC, the Education
Ministry issued a Letter of Intent
in August 2023, asking the institu-
tion to strengthen its research
ecosystem, comply with regulato-
ry norms and initiate steps toward
launching doctoral and innovative
programmes within three years.

The institution submitted its
compliance report in November
2025, which was subsequently
accepted by a UGC expert com-
mittee in January 2026.

said over 150 patients with simi-
lar symptoms have been treated
in the last three days alone.
Private practitioners in the area
have also reported a surge in such
cases. Civil Lines MLA Gopal
Sharma, who visited the area
multiple times following protests
by residents, said efforts were
underway to resolve the issue.

"The government and admin-
istration are working hard to find
a permanent solution at the earli-
est, and officials have been direct-
ed to restore the clean water sup-
ply," he said.

Sharma added that teams
from the
Engineering
(PHED) and the health depart-
ment have been deployed, and
relief measures such as the distri-
bution of medicines and water
supply arrangements are being
carried out. However, former
Congress MLA Pratap Singh
Khachariyawas alleged negli-
gence on the part of the authori-
ties and questioned the decision
to undertake road work.

Public  Health
Department

LNG supplies to Ind1a

New Delhi, Agency:
With the West Asia crisis con-
tinuing to drive volatility in the
global energy market, Russia
has offered to increase supply
of crude oil and natural gas to
India even as the two sides
agreed to further enhance the
overall bilateral ties. The ener-
gy cooperation figured promi-
nently in meetings Russia's
First Deputy Prime Minister
Denis Manturov held with
National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Thursday, people familiar with
the matter said.

Manturov also held talks
with Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and called on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi last evening.

A Russian readout of the
First Deputy Prime Minister's
engagements in New Delhi
said special attention was
accorded to bilateral coopera-
tion in the oil and gas sector.

"Manturov confirmed that

Russian companies have the
capacity to steadily increase
supplies of oil and liquefied
natural gas to the Indian mar-
ket," it said.

The comments came as the
West Asia crisis continued to
put strain on global energy
market largely due to disrup-
tions in supplies of crude oil
and gas through the Strait of
Hormuz. Global oil and gas
prices have surged after Iran
virtually blocked the Strait of
Hormuz, a narrow shipping
lane between the Persian Gulf
and the Gulf of Oman that han-
dles roughly 20 per cent of
global oil and LNG (Liquefied
Natural Gas).

Government moves to end toll waiver on ID

display; no cash at booths from Aprll 10

New Delhi, Agency:
The road transport ministry
on Thursday notified that no
cash transactions for toll
payments will be allowed
from April 10, aiming to
reduce queuing of vehicles at
toll gates, often a major irri-
tant for commuters.

In a move to eliminate the
practice of commuters flash-
ing identity cards at toll
booths seeking user fee
exemptions on NHs and
expressways, the road trans-
port ministry has reached out
to government entities and
offices to either get
"Exempted FASTags" for
those who fall under the
exemption category or buy a
FASTag annual pass. Annual
pass for private cars costs Rs
3,075 and allows crossing of
200 toll plazas.

This move is expected to
put an end to altercations at

T

toll plazas. Additionally, on
Thursday evening, the min-
istry notified that no cash
transactions for toll pay-
ments will be allowed from
April 10. This aims to reduce
queuing of vehicles at toll
gates, which is often a major
irritant for commuters.

As per the notification, in
case a vehicle doesn't have a
valid FASTag, the driver or
vehicle owner can pay the toll
charge through UPI, which

a . SO0

will be 1.25 times the normal
user fee. If they don't opt to
pay the fee through UPI,
such a vehicle will be dealt
with as per Rule 14 of NH Fee
Rules, which provides for
denying entry or removing
the vehicle from the NH sec-
tion. The highway authority
can also issue an e-notice for
a pending toll charge, and
failure to make the payment
within three days will attract
double the charge.

Beauty & borders: Officer's book explores Meghalaya through the eyes of the BSF

New Delhi, Agency:
The north-eastern state of
Meghalaya is described as
a breathtaking destination,
with pristine, lush green
landscapes, misty forests,
mysterious caves and
incredible waterfalls. The
‘abode of the clouds' is also
known for its friendly pop-
ulace and vibrant culture.

The state, which attracts
hordes of tourists, is also a
critical frontier for the
Border Security Force
(BSF) as it shares a 440
km-long international bor-
der with Bangladesh that is
vulnerable to infiltration
and smuggling, requiring a
strong presence of border
guarding forces and a
dynamic civic action pro-
gramme to constructively

engage locals.
The essence of
I .

Meghalaya and the BSF's
role in the state has been Singh Dhillon, a top BSF

brought to hfe by Harbax

officer, in a coffee table
book titled 'BSF and
Meghalaya: Through the
Lens of a Borderman' that
uniquely combines three
genres of literary and visu-
al arts - poems and photo-
graphs composed and
clicked by him and pencil
sketches made by BSF per-
sonnel.

Presently, Dhillon is
posted as Inspector
General (Operations), BSF
Western Command. He
will be moving to the BSF
Headquarters in New
Delhi this week to accept
his promotion to the rank

of Additional Director
General.
With over 400 pictures,

26 poems and two dozen
sketches, the 240-page
book illustrates diverse
subjects such as BSF

L ol

deployment, the border
fence, women in the BSF,
operational challenges,
Bangladesh as seen from
India, civic engagement,
local heritage, everyday life
in Meghalaya, festivals,
sports and cultural activi-
ties, tribes and historical
aspects. Spectacular ter-
rain, mesmerising forests,
hidden coves and the
diverse flora and fauna
present a vivid visual jour-
ney through the state
where, in the author's own
words, clouds whisper
secrets to the soul and the
landscape awakens with
an ethereal beauty.

"When I was posted in
Meghalaya as Inspector
General, I explored the
state with the heart of a
seeker and the perspective
of a poet. As I interacted

with residents and intellec-
tuals, I came across
numerous fascinating
facets of the state that were
neither common knowl-
edge nor documented in a
single volume," said
Dhillon, who has spent 37
years with the BSF and
served across multiple
frontiers.

"I have also been writ-
ing poetry on nature and
on the troops and their
courage, grit and
resilience. It just dawned
upon me to write a book
which would not only
highlight lesser-known
facts of Meghalaya, but
also be a visual and poetic
tribute to the soldiers serv-
ing in tough conditions as
well as to the charming
and friendly people of the
state," he added.

Centre asks states to
curb fuel rumours

New Delhi, Agency: The govern-
ment has directed all states to take
measures to curb misinformation on
the availability of petrol, diesel and
gas, and to prevent black marketing
and hoarding of LPG cylinders. In a
letter to the chief secretaries of all
states and Union territories on
Thursday, petroleum secretary Neeraj
Mittal also emphasised the need for
regular dissemination of information
to assure citizens of adequate avail-
ability and smooth distribution of LPG
cylinders.

"...rumours continue to circulate in
certain areas, leading to...panic buy-
ing... states/UT govts are requested to
intensify proactive and regular public
communication," he said.

7th India-flagged LPG
tanker crosses Hormuz
17 in queue

New Delhi, Agency: A seventh
India-flagged LPG tanker, Green
Sanvi, crossed the Strait of Hormuz on
Friday. So far, six vessels carrying LPG
have reached Indian ports after cross-
ing the Strait since the war broke out
in West Asia.

Now 17 Indian ships remain strand-
ed west of the Strait of Hormuz,
including two - Green Asha and Jag
Vikram - loaded with LPG. These two
may soon head to India as well, people
aware of the developments said.
Media on Thursday had reported that
the three LPG carriers were currently
drifting northeast of Abu Musa Island
in the Persian Gulf, and they were fol-
lowing instructions from the Indian
Navy and awaiting orders for transit
through the Strait of Hormuz.

Meanwhile, a foreign vessel, pur-
portedly carrying Iranian oil to India,
has switched its destination mid-voy-
age and is now heading towards
China. Sumit Ritolia, lead analyst at
global analytics firm Kpler, said such
mid-voyage destination changes are
not unprecedented with Iranian crude
and highlight the increasing sensitivi-
ty of trade flows to financial terms and
counterparty risk.

"The shift appears to be payment-
related, with sellers tightening terms,
moving away from the earlier 30-60
day credit window towards upfront or
near-term settlement," he said. "If
the payment issues are resolved, the
cargo could still make its way to an
Indian refinery," experts said. This
underscores how commercial terms
are becoming as critical as logistics in
determining Iranian crude flows to
countries other than China, Ritolia
added. As per MarineTraffic data,
Ping Shun, an Eswatini-flagged crude
tanker, had earlier indicated that it
was heading to the Vadinar facility of
Deendayal Port at Kandla in Gujarat.
The tanker, which is said to be carry-
ing six lakh barrels of crude, is now
signalling Dongying in China as its
destination.



