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Himanta Biswa Sarma
vows free LPG cylin-
ders for puja
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Guwahati ,Agency: Assam CM
Himanta Biswa Sarma on Saturday
promised to give one free LPG cylinder
each during Bihu and Durga Puja, even
as long queues were reported outside
cooking gas distributors across state.

Sarma was addressing a poll rally in
Mahmora constituency of Charaideo on
Saturday. Election authorities, however,
said they haven't yet received any com-
plaint alleging violation of the model
code of conduct by the CM.

"In Bihu and Durga Puja, we will dis-
tribute one gas cylinder each free of cost
to the people. In Bihu one and in Durga
Puja the other one. For these two cylin-
ders, the payment will be done by Mama
(a name with which Sarma is known),"
the CM said at the campaign rally held
in support of BJP candidate, Suruj
Dihingia.

He told the gathering that if BJP
returns to office, free rice will continue,
along with dal, sugar, salt and mustard
oil at subsidised rates.

Congress reacted strongly to the
announcement, with its Assam media
department chairperson, Bedabrat
Bora, calling it a clear violation of MCC.
"After election dates are announced, the
CM's role is mainly to look after law and
order and disasters. Though legally he
cannot announce schemes or dates of
board exam results, he is doing so," Bora
alleged.

Bora also expressed surprise at EC
"being silent" after the announcement.

Tamil Nadu polls: Is there
any space for Vijay's TVK
in the duopoly between

DMK-ATADMK
,Agency' Ahead of the

New Delhi

Tamil Nadu assembly elections, actor
Vijay Thalapathy has positioned himself
as an alternative for the people in a state
where politics, for a very long time, has
revolved around the DMK and the
ATADMK.

With its ideological differences with
the NDA and political tussle with the
DMK, TVK has emerged as a third
option for Tamil voters by fielding can-
didates on all 234 seats.

So, will the experiment live up to
Vijay's expectations? We will have to
wait for May 4 to know that.

Here is an assessment on what can
work in his favour and what will be his
disadvantage in this election.

Tamil Nadu Elections 2026: M.K.
Stalin vs ATADMK - Will Vijay Be the X-
Factor?

Why Vijay stands a chance in Tamil
Nadu polls Over the years, the contest
has essentially been between fronts led
by DMK and AIADMK. Since 1967,
these two parties have alternated
regimes, keeping other parties in their
respective alliances.

However, the upcoming elections
seem to be turning into a trifecta, as a
considerable chunk of voters has chosen
not to align with either of the Dravidian
parties over the years.

In the 2016 assembly polls, AIADMK
won 134 seats and secured over 40 per
cent of the vote. Meanwhile, DMK won
89 seats with a 32.1 per cent vote share.
This indicated that nearly 20 per cent of
the votes were distributed among other
parties, including the BJP and the Left
parties.

'Ghayal hoon isliye ghatak
hoon': Raghav Chadha tears
into AAP allegations with
Dhurandhar reference

New Delhi ,Agency: Sidelined Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader Raghav
Chadha on Saturday upped the ante
against his party, a day after his col-
leagues cornered him for being "less
blunt" against the ruling NDA in the
Upper House, particuarly Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Chadha said charges levelled against
him by the AAP leaders was a part of a
"scripted campaign" formulated to
tragted him in a "coordinated attack".

Without pulling back the punches,
the demoted Rajya Sabha member of the
AAP borrowed a line from the block-
buster movie "Dhurandar” to attack his
party leaders, saying: "Ghayal hoon
isliye ghatak hoon" (I'm fatal as I'm
wounded).
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New Delhi ,Agency:
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Sunday flagged problems
related to the Centre's One
Stop Centres (OSCs) that are
intended to support women
affected by violence and
claimed that the "Modi gov-
ernment is not listening to
anyone".

Gandhi asserted that safety
is not merely a scheme; it is a
fundamental responsibility of
the government.

"Women are knocking on
doors for help, yet the govern-
ment has kept those doors
shut. I asked in Parliament:
When a woman flees violence
and reaches a One Stop Centre
(OSC) - why does she not
receive help? Why does she
find the doors locked instead?
Why is there a shortage of
staff? Why are complaints
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'Central governmnet not listening to anyone': Rahul
Gandhi ﬂags functional problems of New Delhi

from across the country going
unheard?" Gandhi said in a
post on his WhatsApp chan-
nel.

"What was the govern-
ment's response? That every-
thing is 'satisfactory'. If every-
thing is indeed 'satisfactory’,
then why are reports of so
many problems regarding
OSCs continuing to surface?"

he said.

If safety is a priority, why is
help still failing to reach three
out of every five women,
Gandhi asked."And why is
only 60 paise out of every Rs
100 allocated to the Ministry
of Women and Child
Development being spent on
OSCs?" the former Congress
chief said.

"Safety is not merely a
scheme; it is a fundamental
responsibility of the govern-
ment. Dismissing everything
as 'satisfactory' does not
ensure safety; it merely
demonstrates that the Modi
government is not listening to
anyone," Gandhi said.

In his question in Lok
Sabha on March 27, Gandhi
had asked whether numerous
OSCs remain locked, non-
functional/fail to operate

round-the-clock as mandated,
if so, the details thereof; and
the number of women who
have sought assistance and
shelter at OSCs and the num-
ber of cases of crimes against
women registered during the
last five years, state-wise and
year-wise.

He also asked about the
number of operational OSCs
and new OSCs opened during
the last five years, state-wise
and year-wise; and the details
of the funds released/utilised
for OSCs during the said peri-
od, state-wise and year-wise
indicating the reasons for
underutilisation.

He further asked about the
details of the sanctioned ver-
sus filled posts in OSCs,
including administrators, case
workers, counsellors, medical
officers and police, state-wise;

'Falsely fabricated narrative': DMK
leader A Raja sends legal notice to
YouTube channel over AI audio clip

New Delhi , Agency:
DMK leader A Raja has
issued a legal notice to a
YouTube channel over a
controversial audio clip
attributed to him. He
claimed that the recording
is fabricated using artifi-
cial intelligence and selec-
tively edited to misrepre-
sent his speech.

"The audio clip circulat-
ed as if I spoke. It has
been cut, pasted, and cre-
ated using artificial intel-

ligence to falsely fabricate Karunanidhi and Tamil gations that Karunanidhi
a narrative. I have sent a Nadu chief minister MK was mistreated or kept
legal notice through my Stalin. under house arrest during
lawyer regarding this," Raja described his final days, a claim that
Raja said. Palaniswami's reliance on Palaniswami has cited to
He also criticised the recording for political demand a fresh probe into
ATADMK general secretary gain as "politically the former CM's death if
Edappadi K Palaniswami uncivilised and dishon- he comes to power.
for using the unverified est." He also referenced Tamil Nadu will go to
clip to make defamatory verses from poet polls in a single phase on
remarks against the late Bharathiyar to underline April 23, with counting of
DMK patriarch M his point. votes scheduled for May 4.

3 engg students 'murder
drunk driver for car

city's western outskirts.

A phone call to his wife
shifted the night's course,
police said. She first asked
them to bring him home, then
reacted angrily when told they
had reached a locked house,
questioning why they brought
back her "drunkard husband".

Nagpur ,Agency: A roadside
"goodwill' gesture curdled into
murder. Three engineering
students, who first offered to
help a drunk driver, allegedly
killed him hours later to grab
his red Alto car and phones
here. Police said Saturday the
trio spotted 44-year-old spare

The controversial audio
clip, which surfaced
recently on social media,
purportedly shows Raja
making disparaging
remarks about DMK lead-
ership and internal party
matters.

Circulated in two parts,
the clips allegedly suggest
that CM Stalin was 'unfit’
for leadership and include
sensitive claims regarding
the 2G spectrum scam.

The audio includes alle-

New Delhi ,Agency:
ATADMK general secretary
Edapaddi K Palaniswami on
Saturday announced that if
the party comes to power fol-
lowing the Tamil Nadu
assembly elections on April
23, his government would
investigate a viral video in
which senior DMK leader A
Raja allegedly claimed that
chief minister and DMK

parts supplier Suchit Investigators said the . !
Bhojapure slumped over the exchange led the students to  supremo MK Stalin kept his
steering wheel of his car late believe the man was late father, M Karunanidhi,
Thursday on a flyover at "unloved". under "house arrest" during

Wardhaman Nagar, an eastern
Nagpur locality. They offered
to park his vehicle safely.
Bhojapure, heavily intoxi-
cated, allegedly asked the trio -
Aryan Shende, 22, Rishabh
Kamble, 20, and Anuj Ramesh,
19 - to drive him. What began
as assistance stretched into a
longer ride - first a delivery
run to Bhiwapur, a town south-
east of Nagpur, and then
towards his home near Baba
Trimurti Nagar in Wadi, on the

Greed took over. Police said
the trio allegedly decided to kill
Bhojapure and keep his car,
planning to change its number
plate and colour. They allegedly
drove to a deserted patch near a
crematorium on Khadgaon Road
in Wadi, dragged him out, and
smashed his skull with stones.
His body was stripped and
dumped in bushes to hinder
identification. The students fled
with the car and two expensive
mobile phones, police said.

the DMK veteran's final
days.

Palaniswami insisted that
Stalin should direct his
anger at Raja, not at him.

"Mr. Stalin, don't vent
your anger on me. Direct it
at your deputy general secre-
tary and former Union min-
ister A Raja, who released
the audio that went viral. I
was only reporting what Raja
disclosed in his message.
Why get annoyed? Show

and whether the Ministry has
examined complaints of mis-
management/violation of
operational guidelines, if so,
the details thereof along with
the action taken thereon.

In her written reply to the
question, Minister of State in
the Ministry of Women and
Child Development Savitri
Thakur said OSC is a compo-
nent of the Sambal vertical
under the umbrella Mission
Shakti and it provides inte-
grated and immediate support
and assistance under one roof
to women affected by violence
and those in distress, both in
private and public spaces

"It provides services like
medical aid, legal aid and
advice, temporary shelter,
police assistance and psycho-
social counselling to needy
women.

Bombay high court comes to rescue of cou-
ple with Australian citizenship three years
after they adopted a baby in India

Mumbai ,Agency: The
Bombay High Court has come
to the rescue of a couple fac-
ing legal hurdles in taking
their adopted daughter to
Australia despite a valid
adoption under Indian law.
The couple, both now 44,
adopted a relative's third
child in April 2023 under the
Hindu Adoption and
Maintenance Act (HAMA). At
the time, the child was 45
days old, the wife was an
Indian citizen while the hus-
band had two months earlier
acquired Australian citizen-
ship. The wife later became
an Australian citizen.
However, Australian
authorities did not recognise
the adoption as an "inter-
country adoption", stating
children adopted outside a
Hague Convention on
Intercountry Adoption
process are not automatically
accepted. This meant the
mother and child were
stranded in India for 3 years.
Justices Ravindra Ghuge and

your anger at Raja, and he
will tell the truth. There's no
point in taking it out on me,"
the ex-Tamil Nadu -chief
minister told supporters at
an election rally in Arani,
Tiruvannamalai district.

He further claimed that
Stalin's elder brother and
former Union minister MK
Alagiri had previously stated
that "my father is being held
as a prisoner."

"I had only repeated what
Raja disclosed. Is it fair to
confine your own father,
who made you the working

Abhay Mantn of Bombay HC
on March 30, while disposing
of a petition filed last year by
the couple for judicial inter-
vention, directed the couple
to approach the district mag-
istrate to have the adoption
certified.

The court invoked 2022
rules that govern adoptions
and directed that once the
district magistrate issues the
verification certificate in 30
days, Central Adoption
Resource Authority (CARA)
must issue its No Objection
Certificate (NOC) within 15
days. The CARA nod is crucial
for inter-country adoptions
and would then be intimated
to the immigration authori-
ties of India and Australia,
the HC said.

' 'I only disclosed what DMK leader said': Palaniswami on
Karunanidhi 'house arrest' row; Stalin hits back
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president of DMK, to his
house during his last days?
Your elder brother Alagiri
had said that his father was
being held as a prisoner,"
Palaniswami added.

Recalling Stalin's
announcement ahead of the
2021 assembly elections to
order a probe into the 2016
death of AIADMK stalwart
and former chief minister J
Jayalalithaa and her 75-day
hospitalisation, Palaniswami
remarked, "You said you
would probe the former chief
minister's demise.

Laser saves man after denture gets stuck in food pipe

New Delhi ,Agency: A routine meal
turned into a medical emergency when
a man accidentally swallowed his den-
ture-only for it to get lodged deep
inside his food pipe, leaving him in
severe distress. In a complex, high-risk
procedure, doctors at a private hospital
used a laser-assisted endoscopic tech-
nique to remove it, avoiding the need
for major surgery.

The patient, a 45-year-old vegetable
seller from Rampur near Moradabad,
arrived gasping, with intense throat
pain and difficulty swallowing. Scans
revealed the dental plate stuck at the
cricopharynx-an extremely sensitive
junction between the food pipe and
windpipe-where its sharp metallic
clasps risked tearing the esophagus.
This narrow, rigid area is a common
site where foreign bodies get impacted.

"This was one of the most difficult
foreign bodies we have encountered,"”
said Dr Anil Arora, Chairman, Institute
of Liver, Gastroenterology and
Pancreaticobiliary Sciences, Sir Ganga
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Ram Hospital. "Conventional tools like
forceps or snares could have caused
serious injury."

Foreign bodies - such as coins, den-
tures, button batteries, pins or even
fish and meat bones - are not digested
and may not pass naturally. Sharp
objects can injure or perforate the gas-
trointestinal tract, while some may slip
into the windpipe, causing breathing
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problems or serious lung infections.

The patient was unable to swallow or
expel the object. Endoscopy confirmed
the denture was firmly lodged, and
standard removal methods were
deemed unsafe due to the risk of injury.

After initial attempts failed, the
team switched strategy. Using a preci-
sion laser under endoscopic guidance,

doctors broke the denture into smaller
fragments inside the esophagus. A pro-
tective over tube was then deployed to
shield the inner lining as each piece
was removed in a controlled manner.

"The laser allowed controlled frag-
mentation, while the over tube pre-
vented damage from sharp edges,"
said Shrihari Anikhindi, consultant
gastroenterologist. "This helped us
avoid open surgery, which carries sig-
nificant risks and longer recovery."

The laser used relies on a focused,
high-energy beam - often using a
holmium source - allowing precise
fragmentation without damaging sur-
rounding tissue. This approach
helped avoid complications such as
airway obstruction or perforation,
which can lead to deep neck infec-
tions.

Doctors say commonly seen foreign
bodies include fish or chicken bones,
dentures and even broken toothbrush
parts, and stress that early medical
attention is critical.



