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BJPFoundation Day: PM Modi hails workers'
selfless serwce, relterates 'Viksit Bharat' visiona

New Delhi, Agency:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday extended warm
greetings to party workers on
the Bharatiya Janata Party's
Foundation Day, lauding their
dedication and reaffirming the
party's commitment to devel-
opment and public welfare.

In a post on X, PM Modi
said the party has consistently
upheld the principle of "India
First" and remains at the fore-
front of serving society. He
praised BJP workers for their
selfless service, grassroots out-
reach, and commitment to
good governance, while
remembering those whose sac-
rifice and perseverance con-
tributed to the party's growth.

"Warm greetings to all BJP
Karyakartas across the nation
on the party's Sthapana Diwas.

Our Party has always been at
the forefront of serving society,
guided by the principle of India
First. Our Karyakartas are
known for their selfless serv-
ice, unwavering dedication
and a deep passion towards
good governance. They have
worked tirelessly at the grass-

roots, ensuring maximum
people are connected to our
ideology and work. We also
remember the countless work-
ers whose dedication, sacrifice
and perseverance have shaped
the party's growth over
decades," said PM Modi.

that places well-being of peo-
ple at the centre of its vision.
This is reflected in our work at
the Centre and in various
states. BJP remains committed
to building a Viksit Bharat.
May our collective resolve con-
tinue to drive this vision for-
ward and take India to new
heights of progress and pros-
perity," he added.

Senior leaders also marked
the occasion, highlighting the
party's ideological roots and
evolution into what they
described as the world's largest
political organisation.

Union home minister Amit
Shah said the BJP's formation
was not just a political develop-
ment but a pledge for national
reconstruction, inspired by
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee and
Deendayal Upadhyay.

No Brahmin fielded by major parties in TN

Chennai, Agency:
For the first time in 35
years, AIADMK has not
fielded any Brahmin can-
didate in the Tamil Nadu
assembly polls, indicating
the waning influence of
the community that has-
n't found place this time
in the lists of other major
parties as well.

Its ally, BJP, too has no
Brahmin candidate in the
27 seats allotted to it,
though the party has
managed to get support of
Tamil Nadu Brahmin
Association (TAMBRAS).
DMK and Congress have
no Brahmin candidate
either. Brahmins consti-
tute around 3% of the
state's population.

In about 10 years since
the demise of chief minis-
ter J Jayalalithaa, a
Brahmin, AIADMK had
fielded one candidate
from the community, R

»

Nataraj, a retired DGP, in
the 2021 election.

In contrast, actor
Vijay's TVK has fielded
two Brahmin candidates
while Tamil nationalist
Seeman's NTK has fielded
six. The two parties have
chosen constituencies like
Mylapore and Srirangam,
where there are sizeable
Brahmin votes. Most can-
didates fielded by the
major parties in the state
now belong to OBC com-
munities, except in
reserved constituencies.

The two parties have
chosen constituencies like
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Mylapore and Srirangam,
where there are sizeable
Brahmin votes. Most can-
didates fielded by the
major parties in the state
now belong to OBC com-
munities, except in
reserved constituencies.

"ATADMK has done
injustice to the Brahmin
community. Jaya and
MGR had always fielded
Brahmin candidates, " said
political  commentator
Raveendran Duraisamy .
Political analyst Arun
Kumar says the AIADMK
had retained Brahmin sup-
port for decades.

"The BJP stands as a party

EAM Jaishankar receives call from Iran FM 81, PNG connections
Araghchi as Trump's 48-hour threat looms

New Delhi, Agency:
External affairs minister S
Jaishankar received a call on
Sunday from Iranian counter-
part Abbas Araghchi as the ten-
sions in the Middle East contin-
ue. "Received a call from
Foreign Minister =~ Abbas
Araghchi of Iran. Discussed the
present situation," said
Jaishankar.

While the specific details of
the call have not been released,
the Iran Embassy in India also
confirmed the call saying that
the two leaders discussed bilat-
eral relations and the regional,
international situation. "Seyed
Abbas, Foreign Minister of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, held a
phone conversation  with
Subrahmanyam  Jaishankar,
India's Minister of External
Affairs, discussing bilateral rela-
tions as well as regional and
international developments,"”
said the Embassy on X.

Before revealing the call with
Araghchi, Jaishankar revealed

Venu Srinivasan quits Hirabai
Tata Trust amid e11g1b111ty row

New Delhi, Agency: Venu
Srinivasan, Chairman Emeritus
of TVS Motor and Vice-Chairman
of seven Tata Group Trusts, has
resigned from the Bai Hirabai
Charitable Trust, citing mounting
demands from his other business

obligations.

His departure coincides with
an ongoing legal battle started by
former trustee Mehli Mistry, who
has contested Srinivasan's and
fellow trustee Vijay Singh's right

to remain on the trust board.

Meanwhile, the Maharashtra
has
received an affidavit from Mistry.
He wants an investigation into
purported anomalies at a trust
affiliate. Srinivasan and Singh's
appointments as vice-chairmen
have been contested by him.
Mistry asserted that the trust's
regulations disqualify them due
ancestry.
trustees,

Charity = Commissioner

to their non-Parsi
Along with other

r
f‘h -

conversations with various lead-
ers from the Middle Eastern
countries, namely- UAE deputy
PM, FM Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Qatar PM Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al

Thani.

the petition.

Mistry cited clauses

trustees be Zoroastrians.

might be trustees.

Details of these calls
haven; been released either.
This comes as Iran faces a 48-
hour deadline to open the Strait
of Hormuz from Trump after
which the US president has
threatened to target the coun-
try's power plants and bridges.

Chairman Noel Tata is named in

The Bai Hirabai Jamsetji Tata
Navsari Charitable Institution,
an affiliate of the Sir Ratan Tata
Trust, is the focus of the petition.
in the
December 1923 trust contract
that prohibited the admission of
non-Parsis and mandated that all

He said the latest nominations
violated these regulations, rais-
ing questions about how people
who don't fit the requirements

Trump on Sunday also issued an
'expletive' warning to Iran. He
threatened severe military
action, saying that Tuesday
would be "Power Plant Day and
Bridge Day". "Tuesday will be
Power Plant Day, and Bridge
Day, all wrapped up in one, in
Iran. There will be nothing like
it!!! Open the F*****' Strait, you
crazy b******g_or you'll be living
in Hell - JUST WATCH! Praise
be to Allah." said the US
President on Truth Social.

New Delhi, Agency: As
bombs fall and sanctions
bite across West Asia, Iran
has said its economic
engagement with India will
remain steady during the
war and grow faster once
conditions stabilise. Iran's
ambassador to  India,
Mohammad Fathali, indicat-
ed to Media that wartime
disruptions are "mere speed
bumps" and that Tehran's
"outlook on the future of
Iran-India economic rela-
tions-even during wartime
and especially in the post-
war period-remains positive
and expansive".

Fathali said, "Economic
cooperation between our two
nations is built on mutual
interests and trust, and there
is significant potential for fur-
ther development." Placing

in a month: Official

New Delhi, Agency:
Nearly eight lakh new piped
gas consumers have joined
the fold over the past month
amid a drive by the govt and
gas companies to push its use
and reduce dependence on
cooking gas cylinders, a top
official said Sunday.

"We have managed quite
well, delivering around 50
lakh cylinders consistently,
fully meeting domestic
demand and up to 80% of
commercial demand. There is
no reason for anybody to fear
shortages," the official told
Media. Around half the new
piped gas connections - to
households and for commer-
cial use - have been activated,
while the rest are under
process. Separately, over
16,000 LPG connections have
been surrendered following
the govt's nudge to ensure
those with active piped gas
connections do not continue
to retain cylinders, easing

spotlight on the Chabahar
Port project, he added it is a
key project in this relation-

ship. "In this regard, the
Chabahar Port, as a strategic
project, plays a key role in
strengthening trade and tran-
sit links between Iran, India,
and the region," he said.
Positioned on Iran's south-
eastern coast, Chabahar has
long been New Delhi's strate-
gic bypass to landlocked
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pressure on the system.
People wishing to surrender
their connections can submit
details on the designated por-
tal, which has a 'hall of fame'
to recognise consumers who
have voluntarily given up
their connections.

Amid concerns over supply
shortages and long queues,
officials said there was suffi-
cient stock of crude oil, petro-
leum products and cooking
gas, which were being replen-
ished. "We have managed
quite well for over a month,
and we are tying up supplies
and importing from wherever
required,"” the official said.

'Chabahar work to expand even more
rapidly in post-war era Iran envoy

Afghanistan and Central Asia,
sidestepping Pakistan's choke
points, which does not allow
overland transit for Indian
goods. Al-Biruni, the 1oth-
century Persian scholar and
writer, described the coastal
area near the town of
Chabahar, then known as Tiz
or Tis, as the "entry point or
beginning of coastal India" in
his Kitab Tarikh Al-Hind (A
History of India).

False and fabricated": Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma alleges
'Pakistani link' after Congress claims on wife's passports

New Delhi, Agency:
Assam chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Monday
alleged that the entire press
conference conducted by
Congress leaders Pawan Khera
and Gaurav Gogoi was based
on material supplied by a
'Pakistani social media group'.
Addressing a press conference,
Sarma said that both he and his
wife, Riniki Bhuyan Sarma,
have filed an FIR against
Pawan Khera over what he
described as the use of 'fraudu-
lent documents'. He claimed
that the passports allegedly
linked to his wife were fake.
"The original UAE passport
was uploaded on social media
by a Pakistani man. They
(Congress) did AI Photoshop in

the passport. Tipu Sultan had
uploaded the original passport
on social media. The Egyptian
passport is also fake. You can

find out through Google
Reverse," Sarma said.
Explaining the origin of the
press conference material,
Himanta said that the content

shared by Congress leaders was
sourced externally.
"Yesterday, Pawan Khera
and Gaurav Gogoi did two
press conferences, one in
Delhi, one in Guwahati. During
our research, we found that the
entire material of the press
conference was supplied by a

Pakistani social media group,”
he said. He added that
Pakistan-linked channels had
recently broadcast multiple
election-related shows favoring
Congress.

"In the last 10 days, a
Pakistan channel has done at
least 11 talk shows regarding
the election in Assam, which
never happened earlier. In
every talk show, the conclusion
is that Congress should win.
Pakistan's link to yesterday's
press conference has also now
become very apparent. I am
sure this will be taken into con-
sideration by the law enforce-
ment agency," Sarma added.

Assam CM also warned
about the legal consequences
of using fraudulent documents
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to influence public opinion.

"Normally, when you raise
an issue before the public with
fraudulent documents, it
attracts sections 420 and 468
of the IPC. When such allega-
tions are used to influence the
outcome of an election, higher
penalty provisions apply,
including life imprisonment,"
he said. Sarma confirmed that
his wife had filed an FIR in
response to the allegations.
"Yesterday, my wife filed an
FIR, and I am sure that the
police will register the case
under the appropriate sec-
tions of law and take neces-
sary action," he added. On the
issue of Dubai and other pass-
ports, Sarma dismissed the
claims as fake.

EC seizes voter inducements
worth over 650cr from poll-
bound states, UT
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New Delhi, Agency: Potential
voter inducements worth over Rs 650
crore have been seized by Election
Commission teams from the five poll-
bound states/UT so far, with West
Bengal accounting for almost half of
these seizures. Since the electronic
seizure management system (ESMS)
was activated on Feb 26, 2026, flying
squads and static surveillance teams
have reported cumulative seizures
worth Rs 319 crore in West Bengal, Rs
170 crore in Tamil Nadu, Rs 97 crore
in Assam, Rs 58 crore in Kerala and Rs
7 crore in Puducherry.

A category-wise breakup shows that
freebies accounted for the largest per-
centage of seizures in terms of value
(Rs 231 crore), followed by drugs (Rs
230 crore), liquor (Rs 79.3 crore), pre-
cious metals (Rs 58 crore) and cash
(Rs 53.2 crore).

As per EC data on seizures made
during the 2021 assembly polls, by
April 16, 2021, when polling had con-
cluded in Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Assam
and Puducherry and was half-way
through in Bengal, their total value
had crossed Rs 1,000 crore. Tamil
Nadu topped the tally with seizures
worth Rs 446.3 crore, followed by
Bengal (Rs 300 crore), Assam (Rs 122
crore), Kerala (Rs 85 crore) and
Puducherry (Rs 37 crore).

Come April 10, no cash
payments at toll booths;
FASTag/UPI mandatory

New Delhi, Agency: The Centre
has barred cash payments at highway
toll booths from April 10, as per a
gazette notification issued by the
Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways. All vehicle owners will now
need to have either a valid FASTag or
a UPI payment app on a national high-
way. If they don't have either, there
will be a system in place under which
they will have 72 hours to make an
online payment before penalties will
be slapped.

While FASTag will remain the main
payment method, the UPI will serve as
a backup alternative for vehicles with-
out it. Commuters, including owners
of private vehicles and drivers of com-
mercial vehicles, and transportation
companies that still accept cash pay-
ments at toll booths will be directly
impacted by this change. According to
Rule 14 of the National Highways Fee
Rules, the failure to pay the toll can
result in the removal of the vehicle or
the refusal of entry. If the outstanding
balance is not paid within three days,
the amount will double.

About 1,150 toll booths on the coun-
try's transportation network, includ-
ing key expressways, will be impacted
by the cashless mandate.




