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New theatre command
plan ready, awaits nod

New Delhi, Agency:
The proposed formation of
theatre commands for the
armed forces has acquired
new contours. The western
theatre, focused on
Pakistan, is likely to be
headed by an Indian Air
Force (IAF) officer, while
the northern theatre, ori-
ented towards China, will
be led by an Army officer.
The maritime theatre com-
mand, on expected lines,
will be headed by a Navy
officer. The plan will
require approval from the
Ministry of Defence as well
as the Cabinet Committee
on Security.

Theatre commands refer
to geographically defined

operational
headed by a military com-
mander who controls all
war-fighting assets, includ-

ing aircraft,
guns, tanks, equipment and

each

areas,

helicopters,

personnel.

Under the revised pro-
posal, the IAF is set to be
the permanent lead for the
western theatre. This fol-
lows the impact of IAF

£3( Ea
o

strikes durlng Operation
Sindoor in May last year.
The allocation of theatre
commands is now largely
fixed, with little likelihood
of rotation - unlike an earli-

@

er proposal
rotational
between the

Staff set to

Rs 155 crore penalty imposed for misbrand-
ing and substandard food products

New Delhi,
Agency: In the finan-
cial year 2025-26, the
Food Safety and
Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) imposed
financial penalties |
amounting to Rs 154.87
crore as a measure
against misbranding
and substandard prod-
ucts. In the last financial
year, authorities con-
ducted 3,97,009 inspec-
tions across food establish-
ments, signalling intensified
scrutiny of compliance levels.

In parallel, 1,65,747 food
samples were analysed (up to
the third quarter), of which
17.16 per cent were found non-
conforming, triggering prompt
regulatory action. Officials said
that legal enforcement also
gathered momentum.

23,580 adjudication cases
were decided, while 1,756 crim-
inal convictions were secured,

Dhaka seeks

reinforcing accountability
across the food business ecosys-
tem. One of the key highlights
from last year was the integra-
tion of the informal food sector
into the regulatory framework.
Over 10 lakh street food ven-
dors were brought under formal
oversight, improving hygiene
standards and reducing food
safety risks at the grassroots
level. FSSAI also expanded the
country's food testing capabili-
ties by notifying 18 laboratories,

Hasina extra-

dltlon, India to ease visas

{3

Bangladeshis, particularly medical
and business, in the coming weeks.

It's likely that Dhaka would fol-
low court-mandated processes in
the Hasina case, not allowing it to
disrupt ongoing efforts for a reset
in the relationship. However, the
fact that Khalilur, as Dhaka said its

New Delhi, Agency:
Bangladesh foreign minister
Khalilur Rahman reiterated the
request for former PM Sheikh
Hasina's extradition during his 2-
day visit to India, marking the first
time that the new BNP govern-
ment led by PM Tarique Rahman
officially raised the issue with
Indian authorities.

Khalilur met his counterpart S
Jaishankar and also petroleum
and natural gas minister Hardeep
Puri who said that he discussed
bilateral cooperation in the energy
sector with the visiting minister.
According to Dhaka, Jaishankar
told the Bangladesh minister
about easing of Indian visas to

readout of his engagements, called
for the extradition of Hasina and
her home minister Asaduzzaman
Khan - both awarded death penal-
ty by Bangladesh's International
Crimes Tribunal - suggests the new
government won't be oblivious to
the likely effects domestically of
Hasina's continued presence in
India. Khalilur's was the first
ministerial visit by either side
since Rahman took over as PM
in February. Bangladesh high
commissioner Riaz Hamidullah
had recently warned against
ignoring the "antipathy" in the
country over Hasina and other
issues like killings of
Bangladeshi nationals by Indian
security forces on the border.

and compliance efforts
strengthen consumer protec-
tion. While FSSAI sets stan-
dards and regulatory principles,
the on-ground responsibility for
licensing,
enforcement rests predomi-
nantly with states.

Notably, nearly 98 per cent
of Food Business Operators
(FBOs) fall under state licensing
regimes, underscoring that food
safety enforcement is largely a
state-driven function.

including advanced
facilities in Singtam
(Sikkim) and Tirumala
(Andhra Pradesh).These
labs are equipped with
enhanced microbiologi-
cal testing systems,
enabling faster and more
accurate detection of
contaminants. FSSAI, in
close coordination with
State  Food  Safety
Authorities, significantly
ramped up enforcement
to

inspections, and

IAF. The military is also
;'. considering the creation of

a Vice Chief of Defence
Staff, along with deputy
commanders for all the-
atres, who would be drawn
from different services to
ensure jointness. With the
current Chief of Defence

the revised proposal could
be presented before the end
of his tenure.

The Centre

Court in

New Delhi, Agency:

launched a veiled attack on
a Tamil Nadu law that
wrested control of appoint-
ment of 'archakas (priests)’'
to temples, saying Supreme

wrongly classified appoint-
ment of 'archakas' as a

Appointment of priests by govt boards
can't be a secular act: Centre

.S

on Wednesday

the past had

that envisaged | "secular act" when it was t"
leadership | purely a religious decision. E.*
Army and the Solicitor general Tushar [©

retire in May,

Mehta made a strong pitch
for review of the jurispru-
dence developed by SC over
the past few decades with-
out considering the com-
plexity of issues related to
religion, faith and belief,
and on being unduly influ-
enced by Western jurispru-
dence, where individual
liberty trumped societal
conscience and morality.
His pitch, while in sync
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NHAI to develop 'Arogya Van'

along highways,

Haryana among

key states in first phase

New Delhi, Agency:
Haryana is set to feature
prominently in a new
green initiative by the
National Highways
Authority of India
(NHAI), which plans to
develop 'Arogya Van' -
thematic plantations of
medicinal trees - along
National Highways to promote
biodiversity and ecological
sustainability.

In the first phase, NHAI has
drawn up an action plan cov-
ering 17 land parcels across
multiple states, including
Haryana, spanning over 62.8
hectares. Around 67,462
medicinal trees will be planted
along various highway stretch-
es in states such as Madhya
Pradesh, Delhi-NCR, Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat, Karnataka,
Odisha, Tamil Nadu,
Rajasthan, Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh. The plantations
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will include around 36 species
known for their medicinal
properties, such as Neem,
Amla, Imli, Jamun, Lemon,
Gular and Maulsari. These
species will be selected based
on suitability to local agro-cli-
matic conditions.

Priority sites include areas
near toll plazas, interchanges,
wayside amenities and major
junctions to enhance visibility
and public awareness. The ini-
tiative aims not only to green
highway corridors but also to
strengthen ecosystems by sup-
porting pollinators, birds and
microfauna.

Tamil Nadu chief secretary, DGP
shifted; Stalin crles foul

Chennai, Agency: Ahead
of the April 23 election for the
234-member Tamil Nadu

assembly, the Election
Commission of India on
Wednesday replaced the

state's chief secretary, N
Muruganandam, with senior
bureaucrat M Sai Kumar and
DGP (armed police, vigilance
and anti-corruption) S
Davidson Devasirvatham with
Sandeep Mittal, a 1995-batch
IPS officer, a decision that
drew an angry reaction from
CM M K Stalin. The move fol-
lows multiple complaints from
the opposition, alleging that
the state's administrative
machinery has been operating
in favour of the DMK govt.

In a formal communication
to the chief secretary, EC sec-
retary Lata Tripathi directed
that M Sai Kumar, a 1990-
batch IAS officer, be immedi-
ately posted as the state's top

:r i
bureaucrat. EC further man-
dated that the outgoing offi-
cers should not be assigned
any election-related posts
until the polling process is
complete. Emphasising the
urgency of the directive, the
commission ordered the
changes to be implemented
with immediate effect, requir-
ing a compliance and joining
report by 6pm on Wednesday.
The EC directive made it clear
that the transfers are part of
the poll  preparedness.
Meanwhile, CM Stalin

'
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attacked EC, accusing it of

acting like a "branch of

BJP". He said DMK's victory

cannot be stopped because

of such moves. "Who are
you trying to help by trans-
ferring the officials?" Stalin
asked during his campaign
at Tiruvannamalai and

Kallakurichi districts on

Wednesday, hours after the
EC order.

"Just a few days ago,
Election Commission officials
visited Chennai and stated
that the law and order situa-
tion in TN was excellent and
the administration was fully
cooperative. What changed in
a week?" the CM asked. He
alleged that transfers ordered
by the poll panel, particularly
in places like Salem, were
orchestrated to  benefit
ATADMK general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami and
the NDA coalition.

Together, let us empower our Nari Shakti!

New Delhi, Agency: In the
coming days, India will be
immersed in a festive season,
with celebrations taking place
across the length and breadth of
the nation. The people of Assam
will mark Rongali Bihu while
Odisha will celebrate Maha
Bishuba Pana Sankranti. In
West Bengal, Poila Boishakh will
usher in the Bengali New Year
and in Kerala, Vishu will be
observed with immense enthusi-
asm. In Tamil Nadu, Puthandu
will be celebrated while in
Punjab and other parts of north-
ern India, it will be Baisakhi,
which will usher in a spirit of
hope as well as positivity. I con-
vey my best wishes to all those
across India and the world who
are marking these festivals. May
these auspicious occasions bring
happiness and prosperity to
everyone's lives.

Furthermore, on April 11, we

with the Modi govt's stand
on the scope of the judicia-
ry's intervention in faith-
related issues, also takes on
an additional dimension
because of the timing - it
came ahead of the assem-
bly polls in TN. Mehta said
that by upholding the TN
law, which wrested control
appointment

will commence the 200th birth

anniversary celebrations of
Mahatma Phule, and on April
14, India will pay homage to Dr
Babasaheb  Ambedkar on
Ambedkar Jayanti.

In addition to these special
occasions, when the spirit of
renewal fills our hearts and
minds, our nation stands at the
threshold of another historic

occasion. It is an opportunity to
deepen the foundations of our
democracy and to reaffirm our
collective commitment to equal-
ity and inclusion.

On April 16, Parliament will
be convened to discuss and pass
an important bill that advances
women's  reservation. To
describe this merely as a legisla-
tive exercise would be an under-

statement. It is a reflection of the
aspirations of crores of women
across India. It is an affirmation
of a principle that has long guid-
ed our civilisational ethos, that
society progresses when women
progress.

Women constitute nearly half
of India's population. Their con-
tributions to our nation are vast
and invaluable. Today, India is
witnessing remarkable achieve-
ments by women across every
field. From science and technol-
ogy to entrepreneurship, from
sports to the armed forces and
from music to the arts, women
are at the forefront of India's
progress. Over the years, sus-
tained efforts have been made to
create an enabling environment
for women's empowerment.
Greater access to education,
improved healthcare, enhanced
financial inclusion and better
access to basic amenities have
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strengthened the foundations of
women's participation in eco-
nomic and social life.

Yet, their representation in
the world of politics and legisla-
tive bodies has not always been
commensurate with their role in
society. This is particularly
unfortunate because when
women participate in adminis-
tration and decision-making,
they bring with them experi-
ences and insights that enrich
public discourse and improve
the quality of governance.

It is imperative that the 2029
Lok Sabha elections and the
assembly elections to various
states in the coming times are
conducted with women's reser-
vation in place. Over the
decades, there have been repeat-
ed efforts to provide women
with their rightful place in dem-
ocratic institutions by the previ-
ous governments.

'archakas' and vested it in
govt boards, SC allowed the
state to intrude into reli-
gious matters of a denomi-
nation or sect maintaining
their religious traditions in
their temples. "If such a law
is given imprimatur of
Supreme Court, then even
shankaracharya can be

of removed," he said.

India hails US-Iran
truce, urges citizens to
exit Iran at earliest

New Delhi, Agency: India on
Wednesday welcomed the ceasefire
between the US and Iran, expressing
hope for a broader de-escalation in
West Asia, while simultaneously urg-
ing its citizens to "expeditiously exit
Iran" amid continuing uncertainties on
the ground. In a fresh advisory, the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
asked Indian nationals still in Iran to
leave the country at the earliest in
coordination with the Embassy of
India in Tehran and strictly follow des-
ignated evacuation routes.

"In continuation of the advisory of
April 7, and in light of recent develop-
ments, Indian nationals still in Iran are
strongly advised to expeditiously exit
Iran, in coordination with the Embassy
and using the routes suggested,” the
advisory said. It also issued an emer-
gency contact numbers and consular
support details.

Puducherry assembly
elections 2026: Top

thriller seats to watch

New Delhi, Agency: The Union
territory of Puducherry, a former
French colony, heads to the polls on
Thursday, with the ruling All India NR
Congress (AINRC)-BJP combine seek-
ing a second straight term in power.

The Congress-DMK alliance has
emerged as the main challenger to the
AINRC-BJP's National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), which also includes
the AIADMK and businessman Jose
Charles Martin's newly formed
Latchiya Jananagaya Katchi (LJK).

Tamil superstar Vijay's Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) is also in the
contest, partnering with the Neyam
Makkal Kazhagam (NMK), founded by
independent MLA G  Nehru
Kuppusamy. Despite contesting its
maiden election, TVK could draw a sig-
nificant share of votes by leveraging
Vijay's massive popularity.

The Puducherry legislative assem-
bly has 33 seats, of which 30 are filled
through direct elections. The remain-
ing three members are nominated by
the central government.Following the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR), the
Union territory's final electoral roll
comprises 944,211 electors.

Punjab shelves Anandpur
Sahib Heritage Street project

New Delhi, Agency: The Punjab
tourism department has decided to
shelve the Heritage Street project in
Anandpur Sahib after Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) officials are learnt to have
demanded major changes to its origi-
nal concept.

SGPC officials opposed the pro-
posed gate at the Heritage Street, argu-
ing that it would obstruct the view of
Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib from the main
road, sources told The Tribune. They
also objected to the laying of white
marble on the road leading to the
Takht, insisting that the route remain
fully motorable. The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government had announced the
project in November last year during
an event to commemorate the 350th
martyrdom anniversary of Guru Tegh
Bahadur. An amount of Rs 25 crore
was sanctioned for it.

Tourism department officials said
the changes suggested by the SGPC
would have required altering about 9o
per cent of the original design. Since
such changes would have completely
compromised the project, the depart-
ment decided to shelve it, they said.



