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27L out of West Bengal rolls after adjudica- Gourt pulls up Sikrahna SDPO
tion, maximum from Mushm, Matua belts

KOLKATA, Agency:
Shamsherganj and Lalgola
constituencies of Bengal's
Muslim-dominant
Murshidabad district had the
highest number of voters
removed from the electoral
rolls after post-SIR judicial
adjudication,  while the
Purulia-Jhargram tribal belt
reported the least deletions,
based on collated Election
Commission data released on
Thursday.

The figures for
Murshidabad - 74,775 dele-
tions out of 1,08,400 names
that were under adjudication
in Shamsherganj, followed by
55,420 out of 99,082 in
Lalgola - constitute a fraction
of the 27-lakh purge reflected
in supplementary rolls. The
state's overall voter count now
stands at 6.7 crore.

The assembly-wise break-
up shows that Dbesides
Murshidabad, significant dele-
tions took place in Malda,
North Dinajpur, South 24-
Parganas and  Birbhum.
Matua-dominant pockets of
North 24-Parganas and Nadia

Army clears Lt Col Shrikant Purohit, acquit-

A
| | A
lost voters, too.

Electoral rolls for the 142
constituencies going to polls in
the second phase on April 29
were frozen on Thursday,
which means no further addi-
tions, deletions or corrections
will be allowed until elections
are over. Lists for the other 152
constituencies that will vote in
the first phase were sealed on
April 6. SC is scheduled to hear
Bengal govt's plea for a review
on April 13, leaving a small
window of hope for the 277 lakh
voters deleted from the rolls.

The scale of deletions in
Shamsherganj assumes signif-

icance in view of the recent
flare-ups in the area, including
protests linked to the Wagqf
(Amendment) Act and clashes
during Ram Navami proces-
sions. In neighbouring Malda,
Mothabari has emerged as a
flashpoint. On April 1, protests
over deletion of voter names
en bloc turned violent, with
mobs blocking roads, clashing
with security personnel and
gheraoing judicial officers for
several hours. More than
37,000 names out of 79,683
under adjudication in
Mothabari were struck off the
rolls.

In Krishnanagar North,
Krishnanagar South, Ranaghat
North West, Ranaghat North
East and Ranaghat South, over
90% of those placed under
adjudication didn't make the
cut. Deletions ranged between
67% and 88% in all six assem-
bly segments of Bongaon.

Since the release of the data
earlier this week, Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee has repeat-
edly flagged what she terms
"targeted exclusions".

Sukesh Chowdhury, secre-
tary of the All India Matua
Mahasangha, said mass exclu-
sion from the voters' list had
fuelled anxiety within the com-
munity. He said the CM's
promise of legal support was
reassuring.

Bikash Ghosh, of BJP's
Bongaon unit, said affected
voters would receive assis-
tance in moving tribunals to
seek restoration of their
names. Two of the state's most
closely watched constituencies
- Bhowanipore in Kolkata and
Nandigram in East Midnapore
- reported deletions that are
below the state average.

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: A court at
Dhaka in East Champaran
district has taken a stern view
of the conduct of Sikrahna
Sub-Divisional Police Officer
(SDPO) Uday Shankar,
observing that there is prima
facie evidence of interference
in  judicial  proceedings
and violation of statutory
provisions. In an order passed
in connection with a complaint
case, the court of Additional
Chief Judicial Magistrate
Vivek Kumar Mishra noted
that an arms licence seized in

Nl

officials. It further recorded provisions under Sections
SDPO’s conduct 199(b) and 208 of the
in direct Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,

that the

legal

appeared to be
contravention of established
procedure

Dhaka court takes cognisance of alleged judicial
interference hy Sikrahna SDPO; cites prima facie
violation of law and abuse of authority

the actions of the SDPO,
prima facie, reflected a
conscious disregard for legal
mandates, thereby affecting
the administration of justice.
It also pointed out that such
conduct could attract penal

2023, which deal with wilful

governing  disobedience of law by a public

Pachpakadi police station case
no. 153/2025 had been duly
placed under judicial custody
after being formally recorded
in the seizure list. Despite this,
the SDPO allegedly issued
a written direction to the
investigating officer to release
the licence without obtaining
permission from the court. The
court observed that such an act
not only amounted to misuse
of official authority but also
indicated an attempt to exert
undue pressure on subordinate

matters already under judicial
consideration. The court had
earlier sought an explanation
from the officer. However,
despite being given sufficient
opportunity, no satisfactory
reply was filed. Additionally,
a detailed report had been
requisitioned on February 24,
2026, from both the SDPO
and the Superintendent of
Police, Motihari. The court
noted that no factual report
had been received so far.
Referring to the materials on
record, the court held that

servant and non-compliance
with lawful court directions.
The case had earlier come
under judicial scrutiny when
a magistrate took suo motu
cognisance. Despite summons,
the officer reportedly failed to
appear before the court. Citing
established legal principles
and rulings of the Supreme
Court, the court underlined
that actions of a public servant
that fall outside the scope of
official duty and constitute
abuse of position do not enjoy
legal protection.

ted in Malegaon blasts case, for promotlon

New Delhi, Agency: Lieutenant
Colonel Prasad Shrikant Purohit,
who was acquitted last year in the
Malegaon blast case, has been cleared
for promotion to the rank of
brigadier, sources said on Friday.

In July 2025, an NIA court acquit-
ted Purohit and six others, including
former BJP MP Pragya Singh Thakur,
in the case.

Purohit had moved the Armed
Forces Tribunal (AFT) following his
acquittal, claiming that his career
progression had been "adversely
affected" by the prolonged trial. He
argued that delays in the judicial
process denied him a fair opportunity
for promotion within the Army hier-
archy.

Last month, the Armed Forces
Tribunal (AFT) stayed his retirement,
which was due on March 31, while
hearing his plea seeking promotion
and related service benefits. The tri-
bunal directed the Ministry of
Defence to keep his retirement on
hold until a decision is taken on his

With just an hour to go, Congress pulls out of Baramati race

el
statutory complaint.

At the time of his arrest in
November 2008, Purohit was serving
as a lieutenant colonel in military
intelligence - marking the first
instance of a serving Army officer
being implicated in a terrorism-relat-
ed case in the country.

He spent nearly nine years in cus-
tody before being granted bail by the
Supreme Court in September 2017.

Malegaon blast The blast occurred
on September 29, 2008, when an
explosive device strapped to a motor-
cycle detonated near a mosque in the
Bhikku Chowk area of Malegaon in
Maharashtra, killing six people and
injuring 95 others.

Assam,

New Delhi, Agency:
Record voter turnouts were
seen in assembly polls in
Assam, Kerala and Puducherry
on Thursday, with Election
Commission officials describ-
ing it as a "validation" of spe-
cial intensive revision and spe-
cial revision of electoral rolls
and a sign of people's
"unflinching trust in the elec-
toral process". Polling surged
past previous peaks - reaching
all-time highs of 91.2% in
Puducherry and 85.8% in
Assam, while Kerala's 78.2% is
the state's highest since 1987.

Officials said final figures
could rise after consolidation
of reports.

Puducherry surpassed its
previous high of 86.2% from
2011, while Assam broke its
2016 record of 84.7% when
BJP formed its first govt,
dethroning Congress after its
three-term unbroken run. In
Assam, turnout marked the
highest since the first elections

in 1951.

Chief election commission-
er Gyanesh Kumar said the
polls were a "historic testimo-
ny not only for India but for
the entire democratic world",
congratulating voters in
Assam and Puducherry. An EC
official said Thursday repeated
the success story of Bihar polls
in Nov 2025, recording the
state's highest turnout ever.
The official said removal of
deceased, shifted, absent and
duplicate voters reduced total
rolls, lifting turnout percent-
ages. Another said door-to-
door enumeration doubled as
a voter awareness drive, boost-
ing participation. "It made the
electors aware of their voting
right, leading to heightened
enthusiasm," he said.

"Electors... have reposed
total faith in SIR, notwith-
standing questions raised by
opposition parties," another
EC official said, adding the
exercise validated both roll

accuracy and conduct of elec-
tions. Kerala's electorate
shrank by about g lakh (3.2%),
Puducherry's by 7.6% or
77,367 voters, and Assam saw
net deletions of around 2.4
lakh, almost 1% of its draft
electorate.

Muslim-majority seats saw
spike in Assam In Assam, par-
ticipation surged unevenly.
Muslim-majority constituen-
cies led the spike, with
Dalgaon in Darrang district
recording 94.5% turnout and
15 similar constituencies
crossing 90%. Upper Assam's
Hindu-majority belt logged
about 82%, below the state
average and slightly lower
than 2021. Bodo areas aver-
aged 85%, Barak valley 82.9%,
while hill districts of Karbi
Anglong and Dima Hasao
recorded the lowest at 74.2%.

Chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma called the partic-
ipation "not ordinary but his-
toric", and projected a sweep-

Puducherry record highest-ever voter turnouts

ing mandate. "I think we will
secure 90-plus seats (in 126-
member assembly). Even if we
touch 100, there is nothing to
be surprised about," he said.

Assam's single-phase elec-
tion was marked by sporadic
clashes in multiple constituen-
cies which left around 30 peo-
ple wounded and seven arrest-
ed. In Kerala, voters turned
out despite heat, pushing sev-
eral districts past 80%. Queues
continued past official closing
time. Prominent politicians,
including CM Pinarayi
Vijayan, Congress's V D
Satheesan, and BJP's Rajeev
Chandrasekhar voted early.
Film personalities such as
Mammootty, Mohanlal, Suraj
Venjaramoodu and Asif Ali
also cast ballots.

In Thiruvananthapuram,
first-time voters received
halwa boxes and thank-you
cards as part of outreach
efforts.

President Murmu nominates Hariv-

PUNE/MUMBALI,
Agency: Just an hour was left
for withdrawal of nominations
on Thursday when the
Congress finally responded to
requests from the Pawar fami-
ly and the Mahayuti partners
and dropped its candidate
against NCP chief and deputy
chief minister Sunetra Pawar
in the Baramati bye-election.

Twenty-two independent
candidates still remain in the
contest, but now there is no
major challenge to the widow
of Ajit Pawar, whose death in
an aeroplane crash on Jan 28

on April 23 and votes will be

counted on May 4.
Maharashtra Chief minister

Devendra Fadnavis, Sunetra

Pawar, and NCP (SP) MP
Supriya Sule and MLA Rohit

suade the party not to field a
candidate in Baramati, a con-
stituency Ajit Pawar had been
representing since 1991.

Even NCP (SP) chief
Sharad Pawar, who had earlier
said the Congress was not
wrong in contesting the
Baramati bypoll, now advised
his alliance partner to with-
draw. "Maharashtra lost a tal-
ented politician like Ajit
Pawar. The Baramati seat fell
vacant due to a tragic accident
and against this backdrop, my
advice to the Congress would
be to not contest the seat. It is

Ultimately, it must decide,"
Sharad Pawar said.

Rohit Pawar met state
Congress chief Harshwardhan
Sapkal in Mumbai requesting
withdrawal, after which
another delegation of NCP
leaders, including MLA Sana
Malik, met him for the same
purpose.

Chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis called Sapkal on the
phone. "I requested Sapkal to
follow the tradition of
Maharashtra and withdraw
from Baramati the way BJP
did after the death of former

ansh Narayan Slngh to Rajya Sabha

New Delhi, Agency: In a key
development for the Upper House,
President Droupadi Murmu has
nominated Harivansh Narayan Singh
to the Rajya Sabha, filling the vacan-
cy left by the retirement of former
Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi.

The nomination was made under
Article 8o(1)(a) of the Constitution,
recognising Harivansh's contribu-
tions to journalism and social service.
His new term will run until 2032,
ensuring his continued role in parlia-
mentary functioning.
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of article 80 of the Constitution of
India, read with clause (3) of that
article, the President is pleased to
nominate Shri Harivansh to the
Council of States to fill the vacancy
caused due to retirement of one of the

has necessitated the bypoll.
Polling is to be conducted

Pawar
Congress party leaders to per-

Fragile truce in place, Indi

spoke to senior
most

reaches out to Gulf nations

New Delhi, Agency: With a
fragile ceasefire in place in West Asia,
India is looking to renew engagement
with the Gulf through visits by Union
external affairs minister S Jaishankar
to the UAE and petroleum and natu-
ral gas minister Hardeep Singh Puri
to Qatar. India welcomed the cease-
fire between Iran and US-Israel, hop-
ing it would restore vessel movement
through the key Strait of Hormuz.

While Puri is on a two-day visit to
Doha, Jaishankar will arrive in the
UAE on Saturday to deepen the com-
prehensive strategic partnership with
India's key Gulf partner. Both coun-
tries are vital energy suppliers for
India, UAE being the fourth largest
source for crude oil and second
largest source for LNG and LPG.
Qatar is the largest supplier of LNG
to India, accounting for over 40% of
its global LNG imports .

Puri is the first Indian minister to
visit the Gulf since the conflict began
on Feb 28. He was received by India's
ambassador to Qatar and officials of

QatarEnergy, the state-owned petro-
leum and natural gas company.

The visit is significant as India
seeks to secure energy supplies with
shipping through the Strait of

Hormuz set to resume. Sujata
Sharma, joint secretary in the min-
istry of petroleum and natural gas,
however, said details of discussions
will be known once he returns.

India imports nearly 50% of its lig-
uefied natural gas (LNG) and about
60% of LPG, with a large share com-
ing from Doha. The conflict disrupted
supplies routed via the Strait of
Hormuz, which remained shut for
nearly a month.

a national party and we can at
appeal to

them. said.

KOLKATA/RANAGHAT
, Agency: A 97-year-old
Partition refugee who never
missed a vote is struck off the
rolls. A 72-year-old retired
teacher who presided over a
dozen polls is deleted despite
papers. A 68-year-old col-
lapsed and died in a tribunal
queue. Fallout from SIR has
rippled across Bengal.

Subarna Bala Poddar, born
in undivided Bengal and dis-
placed in 1947, has voted in
every election. Her name is
now missing. Unaware of the
omission, she said: "Shorir
dile vote debo (If health per-
mits, I will vote)." If she fails
to vote? She shot back: "I
have a voter's card. Why can't
I vote?"

Her family from
Narkeldanga in Kolkata said
she earlier used the home vot-
ing facility. This time, despite
submitting voter ID, Aadhaar,
passbook and widow pension
records, her claim failed. A
spelling error - "Swarna Bala"
in 2002 rolls - triggered a
hearing, and documents were
rejected. Fresh inclusion via

L ol

home minister R R Patil," he

Form 6 also failed. Four of
eight family members will
vote; four, including two
grandsons, have lost rights. A
TMC booth agent said the
rolls in that area fell from
1,326 to 1,092.

In Hooghly, S Asraful
Haque, a retired teacher who
served as presiding officer in
12 elections, has been deleted
while his family remains on
rolls. He produced a passport,
land records, PAN, Aadhaar
and bank papers. "We have
been living here for genera-
tions. I have ancestral land
records from 1944. In the
1956 voter list, my parents'
names were there, and I have
that document. My name was
there in the 2002 list. Still, I
was called for a hearing. No

"In exercise of the powers con-
ferred by sub-clause (a) of clause (1)

q West Bengal: Presiding officer in 12 polls now finds himself out of rolls

specific reason was men-
tioned in the notice," he said.
He has appealed to a tribunal.
"Is it possible to delete the
name of a person who has a
passport, land records and
pension order?" he asked
after finding himself under
adjudication and then in a
supplementary deletion list.
In Nadia's Ranaghat,

nominated member," an official noti-
fication of the government said.

Jibankrishna Biswas died
after collapsing while waiting
in a queue outside an SDO
office to file an appeal over
deletion of his and his daugh-
ter's names. His kin blamed
stress linked to SIR. TMC
staged a protest, blaming the
Centre for his death. "Politics
took his life," his daughter
said.

Tamil Nadu CM M K Stalin takes
Chennai Metro during poll cam-
paign, interacts with commuters

New Delhi, Agency: Tamil Nadu chief minister M K
Stalin on Friday made a surprise appearance on the Chennai
Metro, travelling from Chennai Central to DMS station as part
of his election campaign ahead of the Assembly polls. During
the journey, the DMK chief interacted with passengers, spoke
to daily commuters and sought support for his party, turning
a routine metro ride into a public outreach exercise. 'A journey
filled with people's affection' Sharing a video of the ride on X,
Stalin described the experience as "a journey filled with peo-
ple's affection,” while recalling his role in shaping the metro
project during his tenure as deputy CM. He said he had trav-
elled to Japan to secure funding support from JICA for the
project and highlighted how the first
Thomas Mount-has already seen millions of journeys.

and Central to St




