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Questions over HR llelav In nursing home scandal

DM: ‘Stern action
after probe report’

By Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI : The scandal
at Pakadiyadyal's Pramila Health
Care Centre has raised serious
questions about administrative
efficiency and public health
oversight in East Champaran
Despite a doctor fleeing mid-
surgery, leaving a patient
unattended, no FIR has been
filed yet, fuelling public outrage.
East Champaran District
Magistrate ~ Saurabh  Jorwal
assured stern action against the
nursing home operator once the
investigation report from the
local Primary Health Centre
in-charge is received. “If the
doctor is indeed running clinics
without proper qualifications,
we will question the authorities

on the inordinate delay in filing
the FIR,” he said. “Wait till the
thorough inquiry is complete,”
the DM added Pakadiyadyal
Sub-Divisional Officer Mangla
Kumari stated that the inquiry
report is yet to be received.
“The inquiring doctor has
asked the operator to submit
required documents. Necessary
instructions have been issued in
this regard,” she said. According
to details, BDO Swarna Varsha

‘If the doctor is indeed
running clinics without

!

proper qualifications, we will

question the authorities on

the inordinate delay in filing
the FIR,” he said. “Wait till the
thorough inquiry is complete,”

DM Saurabh Jorwal

inspected the centre on SDO’s
orders and found a woman patient
abandoned during an abdominal
surgery, with the doctor having
fled. The facility was immediately
sealed, and the patient, in
critical condition, was referred
to Motihari with help from
sub-divisional hospital doctors.
Locals have slammed the delay in

FIR registration as administrative ~While
negligence. Operator Raju  promised
Kumar stands accused of

running the centre—and a assurances.

U
»

New Delhi, Agency
Asha Bhosle, whose voice
foregrounded the rebel-
lious notes of desire and
abandon in Hindi film
music at a time when such
attributes were frowned
I | upon in cinema and socie-

. . .| ty, who overcame the
private clinic in Pachpakrl looming shadow of her
for three years—without peerless sister Lata

qualifications. Demands for his

immediate
Questions

about how such illegal facilities
unchecked. Residents
have urged strict legal action
against the operator and erring
officials to prevent recurrence.
the administration has

operate

awaits concrete action, not just

Mangeshkar to become the
empress of a versatile
music universe, and whose
voice is sub-consciously
part of every Indian's emo-
tional archive, passed away
on Sunday. She was 92.

Asha tai, as she was
fondly called, was admitted
to a Mumbai hospital on
Saturday following exhaus-
tion and chest infection.

A Dadasaheb Phalke

arrest are growing.
are also being raised

a probe, the public

Asha Bhosle passes away:
Haan, yahi kahenge hum
sada ki dil abhi nahln bhara

"All singers are actors.
We just act with our voic-
es," she once said.

Her voice was an ideo-
logical antonym of her
sister's. At its core, Lata's
voice personified deco-
rum and goodness,
attributes tailor-made for

her
nearly
decades and more than
11,000 songs; her best ren-
dered under the baton of

recipient,
spanned

career
eight

OP Nayyar and RD
Burman.

IRollicking duets (espe-
cially with Kishore Kumar),
bhajans, ghazals, qawwalis,
discos, Indi-pop, Bhosle
didn't just sing for every
possible genre, she owned
them all, enthralling Gen
Now and Gen Nehru alike.

decent leading ladies in
the 1950s and 60s while
Asha's embodied dissent
created space for celluloid
social outsiders such as
cabaret dancers and gang-
ster's girls. Nobody also
adapted better to the
changing trends.

And nobody defied age
like her. It's scarcely believ-
able that even in 2026, she
collaborated with Gorillaz,
a virtual British band. An
era has ended.

'"Deeply flawed'": Sonia Gandhi slams women's
quota bill, calls it 'assault on Constitution’

New Delhi, Agency
Congress Parliamentary
Party chairperson Sonia
Gandhi on Monday warned
that the Centre's reported
push on delimitation-not
women's reservation-is the
"real issue" behind the spe-
cial Parliament session, call-
ing it "extremely dangerous"
and an "assault" on the
Constitution.

In an article published in The
Hindu, Congress Rajya Sabha
MP argued that any exercise to
increase the strength of the Lok
Sabha must be "politically and
not just arithmetically equi-
table", stressing that states
which have performed better on
population control must not be
disadvantaged.

She also accused the govern-
ment of rushing legislation dur-
ing an ongoing election cycle in
states like Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal to "derive political
advantage and place the
Opposition on the defensive".

"There can be only one rea-

the

son for
hurry," she said, alleging it was
to gain political advantage. She
further accused the prime min-
ister of being "economical with

extraordinary

said, adding  that
Congress had pushed for
implementation from

the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections itself.

She questioned the
reported move to amend
the provision to enable
implementation from
2029, asking why the
government was making

a "U-turn" after 30 months. She
also pointed out that Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun
demanded immediate imple-

Kharge  had

the truth." mentation, which the govern-
Women's reservation ment declined.
'mot the issue', says Leader of Opposition Rahul

Congress: Referring to the
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam,
that
Parliament had already unani-

2023, Sonia noted

mously passed the law in

September 2023,

cise under Article 334-A.

"The Opposition had not
she

asked for this condition,"

linking
women's reservation to a future
Census and delimitation exer-

Gandhi echoed her concerns,
stating that the risks of a
"rushed delimitation" were cen-
tral to the debate.

Sonia also highlighted that
the law provides for "reserva-
tion within reservation" for SCs
and STs, and noted that a simi-

lar demand for OBC women's

Many of you will be arrested

West Bengal CM Mamata warns TMC workers

Kolkata , Agency:
Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee
warned of "operations"
starting Sunday night to
arrest Trinamool work-
ers ahead of assembly
polls less than a fortnight -
away, urging them to be careful
under an administration now
under the EC.

Mamata vowed to resist BJP's
attempt "to break Bengal through
delimitation" that is slated to
start following the Census this
year. BJP, she said, is trying to
"harass and intimidate" Bengal's
voters, including her, because it
"knows it will lose the elections".

"Many will be detained and
arrested before the polls (as part
of an election strategy). These
operations will start (Sunday)
tonight. Do not be intimidated...
Remember, everything is under
EC during this election - nothing
is in our hands. Be vigilant for
another 15-21 days; then we will

will win again...
(BJP) know they will

/‘ at a rally in

see, we will fight, and we
They

lose

the election. That is why
they have changed every-
| thing here," the CM said
) East

Burdwan's Khandaghosh

alludlng to a wave of transfers in

the state administration.

Flagging her opposition to a

delimitation bill, which

the

Centre is likely to introduce in
Lok Sabha this month, Mamata
called it a design to "break Bengal
into three parts". "Then NRC will
be implemented. People will be

sent to detention camps.

In

Assam, out of 19 lakh people sent
to detention camps, 13 lakh were

Hindus and six lakh Muslims.

We

will never allow detention camps

in Bengal," the CM said.

Mamata described SIR as "the

biggest scam".
Modi,

PM Narendra
she said, was voted to

office for a third term by people

on the 2024 rolls.

reservation had been raised
during the 2023 debate.

Before women's quota bill session
PM Modi steps up direct outreach

New Delhi, Agency:
PM Narendra Modi will
address eminent personali-
ties and women achievers
from different sectors on
Monday as he steps up his
direct outreach to people to
build support for bills pro-
posing the implementation
of women's quota in legisla-
tures from 2029, amid critical
voices from the opposition,
especially over the likely
delimitation exercise.

An official statement
described the programme as
"Nari Shakti Vandan

Sammelan", similar to the
women's quota law passed in
2023 named 'Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam'.

The bills, which
Parliament is expected to take
up on April 16 during a spe-
cial sitting, propose to fix the
implementation of the law,
which provides for reserva-
tion of one-third of seats for
women in Lok Sabha and
assemblies, from the 2029
national elections. "The pro-
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gramme will witness partici-
pation of eminent personali-
ties and women achievers
from diverse fields. It will
bring together representa-
tives from different sectors
such as govt, academia, sci-
ence, sports, entrepreneur-
ship, media, social work and
culture," the statement said.

With a united opposition
in a position to deny govt the
two-third majority needed for
the passage of the constitu-
tional amendment bill, espe-
cially in Lok Sabha, Modi has
turned to mobilising public
support to raise political cost
for his rivals in case they turn
against the move. He has spo-
ken about the women's quota
bill in his recent political ral-
lies as well.

Tamil Nadu polls: Vijay rejects 'four-cornered’
contest, says fight is between TVK and DMK

New Delhi, Agency:
TVK chief Vijay on Sunday
dismissed claims of a four-
cornered contest in the
Tamil Nadu assembly elec-
tions, asserting that the real
battle is between his party
and the ruling DMK, while
outlining a governance
model centred on technology
and service delivery, PTI
reported. \

Addressing a rally, Vijay
said, "It is not 4-cornered or
40-cornered fight. There are
only two sides here: One is
TVK, the other is DMK. Do
you want an anti-people
Stalin government, or Vijay,
who loves people? That's all
this election is."

The actor-politician also
undertook a bicycle ride at
the venue as part of his out-
reach campaign. A similar
exercise earlier in Karaikudi
had turned -chaotic, but

arrangements in
Kanyakumari ensured better
crowd management.

Vijay unveiled a "21st-cen-
tury good governance"
vision, proposing India's first
Ministry of  Artificial
Intelligence, along with plans
for an AI City and a dedicat-
ed AI University, stating the
sector could contribute USD
1.7 trillion to India by 2035.

He also proposed a "Tamil
Nadu Citizen Privilege Card"
to ensure doorstep delivery
of welfare benefits without
intermediaries. "This isn't a

story like the ones told by
Stalin sir; this is scientifically
possible. Currently, the sys-
tem is not 'good governance,’
it is 'harassment'. Bribes
don't just stop at the officer;
a share goes to the minister.
We will break this chain," he
said. The TVK chief said a
"Right to Service Act" would
be enacted within six months
of assuming office and
announced a "Vettri Tamil
Nadu" Super App to digitise
public services such as ration
cards and driving licences.
On the state's finances,
Vijay alleged that Tamil
Nadu's debt had crossed Rs
10.5 lakh crore, claiming that
borrowings in the last five
years exceeded those of the
previous decades. "Every
rupee spent on interest is a
rupee stolen from your
child's education and your
family's healthcare," he said.

Trump orders Hormuz blockade as US-Iran marathon talks in Pak fail

New Delhi, Agency: The
high-stakes negotiations
between the US and Iran in
Islamabad ended without a
breakthrough, with US Vice-
President JD Vance returning to
Washington after over 24 hours
of intense, Pakistan-mediated

talks, even as Tehran under-
scored that deep-rooted "mis-
trust and suspicion" made a
swift agreement unlikely.

Just hours after the failure of
negotiations, US President
Donald Trump announced that
Washington would move to
block all ships entering or leav-
ing the strategically vital Strait
of Hormuz, in what is being
seen as a dramatic escalation
which could have far-reaching
global implications.

Declaring that the move
would take effect "immediate-
ly", Trump said the US Navy
would begin enforcing a sweep-
ing maritime blockade, marking

one of the most aggressive steps
taken by Washington in the
ongoing confrontation with
Tehran. "The meeting went well
and most points were agreed to,
but the only point that really
mattered, nuclear, was not.
Effective immediately, the US
Navy, the finest in the world,
will begin the process of
blockading any and all ships try-
ing to enter or leave the Strait of
Hormuz," Trump posted on
Truth Social.

He also asserted that Iran
remained unwilling to abandon
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its nuclear ambitions, delivering
a blunt assessment of the failed
Islamabad talks and signalling
that Washington's core objec-
tive remained non-negotiable.
In a strongly worded remarks
following detailed briefings
from Vance and senior envoys,
Trump said despite prolonged
negotiations, Tehran had
refused to yield on what he
described as the "single most
important issue", its nuclear

programme.
"The meeting began early in
the morning and lasted

throughout the night, close to
20 hours. I could go into great
detail... but there is only one
thing that matters -- Iran is
unwilling to give up its nuclear
ambitions,"” Trump said, adding
that while several points of
agreement were reached, they
were ultimately inconsequential
when weighed against the risks
of a nuclear-armed Iran.
Earlier, addressing a press con-
ference before departure from
Islamabad, Vance acknowl-
edged that while the discussions
were "substantive", the two
sides failed to bridge critical dif-
ferences.

"We've had a number of sub-
stantive discussions with the
Iranians. That's the good news.
The bad news is that we have
not reached an agreement, and I
think that's bad news for Iran
much more than it is bad news
for the US," he said.

Vance stressed that
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Washington's core demand
remained unchanged -- a long-
term, verifiable assurance that
Iran would neither pursue
nuclear weapons nor retain the
capacity to rapidly develop
them. He added that although
Iran's earlier enrichment infra-
structure had been dismantled,
concerns  persisted  over
Tehran's long-term trajectory.
"Do we see a fundamental com-
mitment of will from the
Iranians?" he asked, identifying
what he described as the central
question driving the negotia-
tions. Despite the deadlock,
Vance said the US had placed its
"final and best offer" on the
table, leaving room for Tehran
to reconsider its position. On
the Iranian side, officials struck
a calibrated tone -- defiant yet
open to continued engagement -
- portraying the outcome as part
of a longer diplomatic process
rather than a collapse.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan
named observer, BJP starts
process to form Bihar govt

&\ D

New Delhi, Agency: With Nitish
Kumar tipped to quit as Bihar chief
minister on Apr 14 after chairing his
last cabinet meeting, the process for the
first BJP-led govt to take over in Bihar
kicked in on Sunday as Union minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan was named the
party's central observer for election of
the leader of its Bihar legislature party.
There are indications that Samrat
Choudhary is the frontrunner for the
post of next chief minister.

Chouhan said he will be in Patna on
Apr 14 as BJP lawmakers elect their
leader, who will then be chosen as NDA
legislature party leader to succeed
Nitish. Sources said that the oathtaking
ceremony, likely on Apr 15, may be a
simple affair, involving a few members.
Nitish's son Nishant is being seen as
JDU's choice for deputy CM as the
party looks to preserve its founder's
political legacy and enthuse its cadres.

With BJP known for keeping its
cards close to its chest, NDA circles are
agog over its choice of Nitish's replace-
ment. Yet, Samrat is being seen as the
frontrunner for the investment his
party has made in him since he joined it
in 2018.

Report flags dependence
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on fertiliser imports

New Delhi, Agency: The ongoing
West Asia conflict has put India's heavy
dependence on the import of fertilisers
and raw materials under the spot,
according to a report by Credit Rating
Information Services of India Limited
(CRISIL), warning that it could trigger
concerns over rising costs and food
security. The CRISIL India Outlook-
2026 report titled 'Wading through
Squally Waters' states over 40 percent
imports from the region, gas-linked
production constraints and supply
risks are mounting. "The government is
prioritising fertiliser allocation, but
long-term solutions lie in diversifica-
tion, domestic capacity expansion and
green alternatives,” it adds. The rating
agency, CRISIL, highlights how the
current geo-political situation is expos-
ing deep structural vulnerabilities in
the country's fertiliser sector, including
heavy import dependence, fragile sup-
ply chains and strong energy linkages
with serious implications for agricul-
ture and food security.

It says the disruption in the region
has not only affected finished fertiliser
imports, but also the availability of
essential raw materials such as lique-
fied natural gas (LNG), ammonia, sul-
phuric acid and rock phosphate.
Fertilisers account for 31 percent of
India's LNG consumption, making the
sector one of the largest consumers of
gas. Any disruption in LNG availability
directly impacts domestic production
capacity. Despite the government's
intervention, including prioritised gas
allocation to the fertiliser sector -- now
raised to 95 per cent of previous con-



